Agenda Report
TO:

CITY COUNCIL

APRIL 10,2006

FROM:

CITY MANAGER

SUBJECT:

AMEND THE DESIGN COMMISSION MEMBERSHIP TO
INCLUDE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE TRANSPORTATION
ADVISORY COMMISSION AND THE ARTS AND CULTURE
COMMISSION

On September 19, 2005, City Council approved a recommendation to
amend the Pasadena Municipal Code to change the membership of the Design
Commission to include representatives of the Transportation Advisory
Commission and the Arts and Culture Commission; and to remove the
representative of the Community Development Committee and one at-large
appointment. The Council did not approve additional recommendations
regarding requirements for professional background for the Arts & Culture
Commission and the Transportation Advisory Commission.
During discussion, the City Council requested that the commissions
impacted by this decision be asked to comment on the changes. Each of the
affected commissions was asked to review and comment on the recommended
Commission revisions. The commissions took the following actions:
Arts & Culture Commission
On February 8, 2006, the Arts & Culture Commission voted to concur with the
staff recommendation and agree with the change in the Ordinance.
Transportation Advisorv Commission
On December 1,2005, the TAC voted to concur with the staff recommendation
and agree with the change in the Ordinance.
Desiqn Commission
On March 13, 2006, the Design Commission voted to:
Support replacement of the representative from the Community
Development Committee with a representative from the Arts & Culture
Commission;
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Support replacement of an at-large member of the commission with a
representative from the Transportation Advisory Commission;
Recommended that the representative members from the Arts & Culture
Commission and the Transportation Advisory Commission serve at least a
one-year term and not rotate among member of those commissions; and
Recommend that the representative members from the Arts & Culture
Commission and the Transportation Advisory Commission understand
what the Design Commission reviews and that they have an aptitude for
reading architectural drawings.
The Design Commission also adopted an alternative recommendation to:
Reduce the size of the Design Commission from nine members to seven
members and to retain the representatives from the Historic Preservation
Commission and Planning Commission.
Communitv Development Commission
On January 13,2006, the CDC voted to oppose the recommendation contained
in the City Council Agenda Report dated September 19, 2005 as written and
instead approved the following recommendations:
That City Council increase the number of Design Commissioners from
nine to eleven members;
That City Council retain a CDC representative as a member of the Design
Commission;
That City Council specify that the qualifications of the CDC member
representative include professional training and/or experience in
affordable housing and/or economic development; and
Clarify that the qualifications for the Transportation Advisory Commission
member be professionally trained in traffic and transportation engineering.
Respectfully submitted,

/CYNTHIA J.'

KURTZ
City Manager
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