
Agenda Report 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: SEPTEMBER 19,2005 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: AMEND THE DESIGN COMMISSION MEMBERSHIP TO 
INCLUDE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMISSION AND THE 
ARTS AND CULTURE COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the City Council direct the City Attorney to prepare 
an ordinance by October 24,2005, to amend the Pasadena Municipal 
Code to: 

1) Change the membership of the Design Commission to: 
a. include a representative of the Transportation Advisory 

Commission; 
b. include a representative of the Arts and Culture Commission 

and require that the representative be either a working artist 
or professionally trained in the visual arts; 

c. remove the representative of the Community Development 
Committee; and, 

d. eliminate one at-large appointment. 
2) Require that the members of the Design Commission have 

professional background in a design-related field and add in 
addition to those already listed in the Pasadena Municipal Code 
(PMC): Artist; Urban Design; Engineering, and Transportation 
Planning; 

3) Change the membership of the Arts and Culture Commission to 
require that at least one member be a working artist and one be 
professionally trained in the visual arts; and 

4) Change the membership of the Transportation Advisory 
Commission to require that one member be professionally 
trained in engineering and one member in transportation 
planning. 

Implementation of this recommendation will take place as the terms of 
the existing members expire. 
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BACKGROUND: 
The Design Commission currently consists of nine members, appointed as 
follows: 

Six appointed by the mayor from persons nominated by the city council; 

One nominated by the Community Development Committee; 

One nominated by the Historic Preservation Commission; and 

One nominated by the Planning Commission. 

The purpose of the Commission is to achieve architectural excellence in the 
urban design of the city in the interest of the prosperity, social and cultural 
enrichment, and general welfare of the people. The Commission fulfills this 
purpose through design review of new projects throughout the city. 

The model for the proposed addition of two members is the existing 
representation on the commission from three city commissions. Each is 
represented on the Design Commission because their work significantly impacts 
design and quality of the built environment. 

The work of the Transportation Advisory Commission and the Arts and Culture 
Commission also impacts the built environment. Urban design impacts are 
inherent within the Transportation Advisory Commission's mission to assess and 
guide the adequacy of the city's transportation system. Similarly, through the one 
percent for art requirement for both public and private development, public art is 
a significant component of the design quality of the city. Including 
representatives of the Transportation Advisory Commission and the Arts and 
Culture Commission on the Design Commission will facilitate better 
communication and a broader context for each of the commissions. 

Similarly, the representative of the Community Development Committee (CDC) 
was added to the Design Commission at a time when the CDC was heavily 
involved in large projects throughout the City. The CDC is now much more 
focused on the creation of affordable housing. Eliminating this position and one 
appointment by the Mayor will retain a total membership of nine, keeping the total 
to an odd number for voting purposes and retaining a manageable group size. 

To retain a foundation of professional design, the PMC currently states that the 
six appointees be required to be design professionals from the fields of 
architecture, landscape architecture, city planning or historic preservation. It is 
recommended that Artist, Urban Design, Engineering and Transportation 
Planning be added to the list. 



It is recommended that the membership of the Arts and Culture Commission 
include one working artist and one member professionally trained in the visual 
arts to ensure full representation of the arts community and to bring an artist's 
perspective to the Design Commission. Additionally it is recommended that the 
membership of the Transportation Advisory Commission be changed to include 
one member be professionally trained in engineering and one member in 
transportation planning. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
There is no fiscal impact associated with changing the membership for the 
Design Commission. 
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