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MEMORANDUM
Te: Ariel Socarras Date: May 11, 2005
City of Pasadena
From: Clare Look-Jaeger, P.E. (7%’ @wﬁy/\ LGRet  1-033392-1
LLG Engineers
Subject Rose Bowl Stadium Renovation Project

This memorandum has been prepared to provide responses and clarifications to traffic
comments raised at the May 9, 2005 City Council Hearing on the Rose Bow! Stadium
Renovation Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR). Specifically, the following
paragraphs summarize responses and clarifications to comments raised with respect
to the traffic impact analysis study area, the analysis of the Orange Grove Boulevard
corridor and the Route 110 Pasadena Freeway, as well as several other locations.

Study Area Formulation

The Rose Bowl Stadium Renovation EIR traffic analysis study area was determined
in order to assess the level of overall potential transportation impacts due to the
project. Traffic analysis study areas are generally comprised of intersections, street
segments and freeway segments that are; 1) immediately adjacent to or in close
proximity to the project site, 2) in the vicinity of the project site and are documented
to have current or projected future adverse operational issues; and /or 3) in the
vicinity of the project site that are forecast to experience a relatively greater
percentage of project-related vehicular turning movements. The traffic impact
analysis includes locations along major corridors used to travel to and from the
project site (e.g., Orange Grove Boulevard, Colorado Boulevard, Arroyo Boulevard,
Linda Vista Avenue, Mountain/Seco Street, California Boulevard, and Arroyo
Parkway, etc.).

The waffic analysis study area has been formulated in order to provide decision-
makers with a good faith effort at disclosure of the environmental impacts of the
proposed project. Although the project is unique in that the traffic impacts are
anticipated to oceur an additional 13 days per year, adopted significance thresholds
formulated in order to idemtify impacts associated with recurring (i.e., typical)
conditions have been incorporated into the anmalysis. Thus, the analysis is
conservative. . Traffic analysis study areas therefore, are commonly established in
order to generally assess impacts from recurring traffic conditions associated with a
project.
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A total of 54 locations were included for analysis purposes. By comparison, the
traffic analysis for the certified Final EIR prepared for the Los Angeles Memorial
Coliseumn Renovation Project, analyzed only 28 total locations. While not cvery
intersection on every street in the City of Pasadena was analyzed in the Rose Bowl
Stadium Renovation Drafi and Final EIRs, the documents have been prepared in
accordance with the requirements of CEQA, in that a sufficient degree of analysis and
information has been provided to the decision-makers which enables them to make a
decision that intelligently takes into account the environmental consequences of the
project. Of the 54 locations analyzed in the Final BIR, 39 were anticipated to be
significantly impacted by a 75,000 patron weekday event.

Therefore, the study area in the Final EIR is sufficiently comprehensive in terms of
disclosing the potential geographic scope of project impacts. Traffic impacts
associated with the project are anticipated to decrease the greater the distance from
the project site and therefore analysis of additional locations would not yield any new
meaningful conclusions regarding the effects of the project.

Orange Grove Boulevard and the Route 110 Pasadena Freeway
While not explicitly stated in the Draft EIR, the Orange Grove Boulevard corndor

and the Route 110 Pasadena Freeway are utilized as access routes to and from the
Rose Bowl Stadium and the Orange Grove Boulevard corridor was considered in the
Draft EIR. Several intersections along this corridor were selected for analysis in the
vicinity of Rose Bowl Stadium in order to determine the overall significance of traffic
impacts. All locations selected for analysis along the corridor were determined to be
significantly and unavoidably impacted. Thus, it can be concluded from the Draft
EIR analysis that this corridor is significantly and unavoidably impacted by the
proposed project.

The Final EIR included a supplemental analysis of the Route 110 Pasadena Freeway,
just south of the Orange Grove Boulevard On/Off Ramps. The mainline freeway
segment was not determined to be significantly impacted by the project based on the
adopted significance thresholds for freeway segments. As stated above, the purpose
of an EIR is to allow the decision-makers to recognize and understand significant
environmental impacts and the analysis in the EIR indicates that the traffic impacts to
the Orange Grove Boulevard corridor are significant.

While it is recognized that the corridor is designated as a de-emphasized street in the
City’s General Plan Mobility Element, traffic management initiatives are underway to
direct traffic away from de-emphasized streets to multi-modal corridors. The Draft
and Final EIRs recommend that designated, pre-assigned ingress travel routes be
provided to patrons in advance of an event. These pre-assigned ingress travel routes
may be designed in such a way as to direct traffic away from using any of the de-
emphasized streets. It was also recommended that an enhanced wayfinding guide
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sign program be implemented to improve dissemination of directional information for
approaching motorists, including identification and location of specific access
roadways. One of the elements of the wayfinding program may mclude guide signs
on the Route 110 Freeway to direct motorists destined to the Rose Bowl to exit at
either the Fair Oaks Avenue exit or the Arroyo Parkway exit (and not the Orange
Grove exit as all three locations are included in existing Caltrans signage). To the
extent feasible, these measures are expected to help alleviate some traffic from using
Orange Grove Boulevard, as it is designated as a de-emphasized street.

Other Locations Raised by Speakers at the City Council Hearing

Of the 54 locations analyzed in the Final EIR, 39 are expected to be significantly
impacted by a 75,000 patron weekday event. Therefore, the study area in the Final
EIR is sufficiently comprehensive in terms of disclosing the potential geographic
scope of project impacts. Traffic impacts associated with the project are anticipated
to decrease the greater the distance from the project site and therefore analysis of
additional locations would not yield any new meaningful conclusions regarding the
effects of the project.

Los Robles Avenue

Los Robles Avenue, south of Del Mar Boulevard is designated as a de-emphasized
street in the City’s General Plan Mobility Element and is located approximately 2.3
miles east of the Rose Bowl Stadium at California Boulevard, Los Robles Avenue is
also designated as an enhanced bike route in the City’s General Plan Mobility
Element (in the Revised Bikeways Network Implementation Plan) and provides one
lane in each direction with parking generally permitied along both sides of the
roadway south of Del Mar Boulevard. North of Del Mar Boulevard, Los Robles
Avenue is currently utilized as both a Minor and Primary arterial. In conjunction
with the traffic management plan, the City can direct north-south traffic to the
multimodal corridors (e.g., Amroyo Parkway). Multimodal corridors are anticipated to
better accommodate the forecast project-related traffic volumes. Although some
vehicular traffic generation is anticipated due to the proposed project based on
experience with past events, the cotridor was not identified as one of the
main/predominant special event access corridors and thus was not included in the
analysis.

Marengo Avenue

Marengo Avenue, south of Del Mar Boulevard is designated as a de-emphasized
street in the City’s General Plan Mobility Element and is located approximately 2.2
miles east of the Rose Bowl Stadium at California Boulevard, Between Corson Streel
and Del Mar Boulevard, Marengo Avenue is also designated as a Class II1 bike route
in the City’s General Plan Mobility Element (in the Revised Bikeways Network
Implementation Plan). Between Del Mar Boulevard and Glenarm Sireet, Marengo
Avenue is designated as a Class II bike facility (i.e., with bike lanes) and provides one
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lane in each direction with parking generally permitted along both sides of the
roadway. In conjunction with the traffic management plan, the City can encourage
north-south traffic to the multimodal corridors (e.g., Arroyo Parkway). Multimodal
corridors are anticipated to better accommodate the forecast project-related traffic
volumes. Although some vehicular traffic generation is anticipated duc 1o the
proposed project based on experience with past events, the corridor was not identified
as a main or predominant special event access corridor and thus was not included in
the analysis.

El Molino Avenue

Bl Molino Avenue is designated as a de-emphasized street in the City’s General Plan
Mobility Element and is located approximately 2.5 miles east of the Rose Bowl
Stadium. El Molino Avenue provides one lane in each direction with parking
generally permitted along both sides of the roadway. In conjunction with the traffic
management plan, the City can encourage north-south traffic to the multimodal
corridors (e.g., Arroyo Parkway). Multimodal corridors are anticipated to better
accommodate the forecast project-related traffic volumes. Although some vehicular
traffic generation is anticipated due to the proposed project based on experience with
past events, the corridor was not identified as a main or predominant special event
access corridor and thus was not included in the analysis.

Ogk Knoll Avenue

Oak Knoll Avenue is located approximately 2.6 miles east of the Rose Bowl Stadium
at California Boulevard. While it is recognized based on experience with past events
that some motorists destined to and from the Rose Bowl may utilize this corridor, it
was not identified as a main or predominant special event access corridor and thus
was not included in the analysis.

If you have any questions regarding this memorandum, please give us a call. Thank
you.

ce: Richard Bruckner, City of Pasadena
John Spalding, City of Pasadena

Alfred Ying, P.E., LLG Engineers
File
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