
SUBJECT: REVIEW OF CITY COST-SHARI;NG POLICY REGARDING THE 
UNDE!?GROLJNDlNG OF OVERHEAD UTILITIES ON RESIDENTIAL 
STREETS 

At the March 29: 2004 Council meeting, City Council requested that City staff meet with 
the Utility Advisory Commission (UAC) to review the City's Cost Sharing policy and 
ordinance as it pertains ?Q the &ah!ishmen{, ~f Benefit Assessment Districts for the 
purpose af undergr~undirrg uti!ities. 

On Augusi i0,  2004, a community meeting was heici at the Pasadena Cenirai Library 
with approximateiy 60 residents in attendance. The meeting opened with comments 
from the Utility Advisory Commission outlining the statement of purpose and 
introduction of public utilities in attendance, which included Southern Bell Company 
( S K !  and Pasadena water R, ? w e r  !?w?). 

idany of the questions focused on: i j Avaiiabiliity of surtax funding for undergrounding 
utiiities on resitientiai streets; 2 j  Seiection process for underground priorities; 3 j  
Projected construction costs to property owners; and 4) Inittatton process to establish a 
Benefit Assessment District. 



Since inception of the underground program in 1968, the iniiiai priority for the use of 
utility surtax funding was Arterial and Coiiector streets, (Category i). One hundred 
percent of the current surtax has been allocated to complete the current 
undergmund - priority, which was adopted ir! fiscal year FY 200s as part of the City's 
Capita! Impravermnt Prearam. - 

1. Streets where overhead lines and poles are deteriorated and need replacement. 
2. Streets where power lines are in conflid: with tree and structural clearance. 
3. Streets where there is 2 higher risk ~f fire hazards. 
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5. Stre& where fine% ~r e ~ m n d e d  I--..-v- pmer  fail.lilit-ies are needed. 
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Disiricts in conjunction wiih a joini iinanciai participation from the City. Staff is currentiy 
reviewing the cost-sharing poiicy and wiii return to City Councii with a recommendation 
to adopt a revised policy that provides the City with an option to financially participate in 
the undergrounding of overhead utilities on residential streets with funding available 
fmrr! the uti!lty surtax 

The Utility Advisoy C~ommissien concurs with staff that a revised c~st-sharing pelicy ..,-. . I A  L- L---C:-:-l C-- b L -  ----l---b;-- -S  . s-A-c---m .-A;-- -. , - r L - - A  . ,4;1;4;-- -- 
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-3- March 32, 2005 

At the close of the meeting, staff agreed to mail handouts to all attendees including 
copies of the City's Cost-Sharing Policy, Chapter 4.95 of the Munir.ipal Code entitled 
Pub!ic works Benefit /lssessment Districts, Samp!e Uti!ity Under~rcxnd - Petition, and 
status map Of P q + m m n  , e+rnn+e i r 4 n n t i f t t i n m  - 1 1  n n m n I n t n r 4  n t i x r n  V a L G Y V ~  I aIIGGLJ IIIIyII bVll lplGIGUi ablBYGi and future 
underfiiii iiid iiic7iects. am--mm- rm-J 

-, 
I nere is no iiscai impact to the City. Tnis report is for informationai purposes. 

Respectfully su bmittedi / 
I 

Prepared by: 
,-. 

Approved by: 

mviewed by: 
I 

L t ' - 1 - .-- t i c  i .- 1 Z ‘I 
Phyiiis Curri6 
General Manager 
Department of Water and Power 
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