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It is recommended that the City Council adopt a Resolution in suppoti of ratifying 
a!! Pasadena Fire Stations as Safe Surrender Sites and establishing procedures 
fer accepting a newborn under the Ca!lfnrnia Safely Surrendered Baby Law, as 
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-. I ne California Safeiy Surrenderd Law aiio.uus a" irrdiu.iduai to give iip 

unwanted infant with no fear of arrest or prosecution for abanaonmeni as iong as 
the baby has not been abused or neglected. The law does not require that 
names hc? given when the baby Is surrendered. Parents are permitted to bring a 
b ~ b y  within three days ef hidh ?e any hesplta! emergency room or other 
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FiSCAi iMPACT 

There is no fiscal impact for this program. 



* -&SOL- "-TION OF THE cO-"NcIL OF OF A'".THOMZi.N.'G 

THE CITY OF PASADENA TO PARTICIPATE IN THE SAFE HAVEN PROGRAM FOR 
CHILDREN 

W H E R E A S j  t h e  S t a t e  L e ~ i s l a t i i i - e  V h a s  e n a c t e d  H e a ! t h  a n d  S a f e t y  C o d e  81255.7 

younger  to sur render  physicai  custody o f  i.he chi id to  an  empioyee  at a  iocat ion 

designated by the Board o f  Supervisors;  and 

WHEREAS; the City of Pasadena Fire  Department  is des i rous  o f  having  i ts  

,-. 3 .  
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x 7 7 - T - n  - WHEKEAS,  such designat ion is for the benefi t  o f c h i i d r e n  and  the community 

because it wil l  p rovide  a  safe  haven to  newborns who a re  72 hours  old o r  younger;  

Sect ion i .  The  f i re  s ta t ions of  the Pasadena Fire  Depar tment  be  designated 

by Los  Angeles  County  a s  locat ions which may accept  newborns  who  are  72 hours  

o!d o r  younger  from a persfin whfi has !awfu! custfidy o f  the chi!d. 

r( ' 1 .  Sec.;ier. 2 .  The  n-;tj' Manager  e r  her  aes!gnee i s  au.;herized t=  request  that the 

Board of  Superv isors  for  i o s  Angeies  County designate  the  f i re  s ta t ions o f  the City 
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ABSTAIN:  

Jane  L. Rodr iguez ,  CMC 
City Clerk 

Assistant City Attorney 





What if a perart wants- baby beck7 
Parents who change their minds can begin the process of 

rscroimtng m r  mwboms m m  I 4 days. m w e ~  perem shoukl 
caii h e  ios Angeies County Department of Chlldren and Family 

Eieiy. L&by. &sr+3s for a 
heaitiiy Me. if sortleone you know is 

considering abandoning a newborn, let 
her know there are other options. 



SafeIy Surrendered and x~andoneci hifanis in the Zwniy of h s  hge ie s  Page i of i 
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Wnat  is the Law' i Find A Si te Public I ~ f o  Materials 1 T i a ~ n i n g  Materials I SSB Data I Contractor  I n f o  I Task Force I , 

Ho-w babies have been saf.iy surrer-sdered in ios Atrqeies el 
(as of 03/15/05) 

Data Reports on Safely Surrendered and Abandoned Babies in ~ 0 s  An[ 
Caunty 

l o  review the report, "Safely Surrendered and Abandoned Infants in Los Angeles Cou 
2002-2003," click here. 
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I ne case caught me aiiennon of the public and shined a iigin on me aii-too-fiequeni issue 
of idant abandonment in Los hgeies  County. In 2002, i 3 infants were abandoned in 
the county, and of mese eight died before they were found. 

Since the passage of California's Safely Surrendered Baby Law, new parents in dire 
situations have an easy way to save the life of their child. Under the law, parents may 
surrender their newborn infants at hospital emergency rooms or other designated sites 
within the first 72 hours after birth without facing criminal prosecution for child 
endangerment. In Los Angeles, babies can also be taken to any designated Los Aqgeles 
County fire station (Call 877-B-ARY SAFE tr! learn about a Safe Surrender site near 
you). In 2002, the l i v ~  of 10 infants were -4 k a i a e  pum-ts dvzrt@e of ~e 
Sddy S?~m-derd BL!J -. . 

As h e  continuing deahs of abandoned idants in ios  hgeies  County demonstrate, the 
Safeiy Surrendered. Baby Law won't do any good uniess parents h o w  aabout it. Parents 
need to h o w  their options when maicing Me or death decisions about their newborns. 
h y o n e  in the community can heip: fiends, grandparents, co-workers, service providers 



"Our goai is to not oniy 'oeiier ebucate me pubiic about iiris iaw, but more imporianiiy, 
our goai must be zero babies thrown away," said Los Angeies Counry Supervisor Don 
babe, whose idemhip  has been essmtiai in focusing attention on &e iaw. A number 
of county agencies have been invoived in spreading the word about the iaw, as weii as 
First 5 LA, the Children's P l m g  Council, the Inter-Agency Counc~l on Chrld Abuse 
and Neglect. First 5 LA Infoline and other concerned members of the Los Angeles 
County community. 
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On August I, 2003, iegisiation was enacted in the State of Caiiiornia that strengthens the existing 
Surrendered Baby i a w  by: 

Expanding the criterta for safe surrender personnel authorized to accept physical custody of 
"any personnel on duty at a safe surrender srte" as opposed to "designated staff." 
Protecting the confidentiality of a parent who surrenders a child 
Requirinq safe surrender sites to post un~form siqnaqe 
Reau~ring a safe surrender s ~ t e  to notify child protective services as soon as possible after ar 
been surrendered 
R e q u ~ r ~ n ~  ch~ ld  protective services to report information regarding the surrendered infant to  
California M~ssing Children Clearinghouse and National Crime Informat~on Center 
Clarify~ng that possession of the identificat~or~ bracelet does not establ~sh parentage or a rigt 
of the child. 

Fnr mnre infnrmatinr! n!! Ca!ifnrniats Safe!y Surrenc!ered Baby Lal.-v, see  he!^^: 
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