
Attachment H 
Central District Specific Plan Key Concepts 

The Draft Central District Specific Plan was conceptually approved by the City Council in 
December 2003. 

The Central District Specific Plan is organized around the following vision statement: 

The Central District will function as Pasadena's vibrant urban core, providing 
a diversity of economic, residential, and cultural opportunities. Downtown will 
be a place to work, shop, live, and play, with convenient access by foot, 
bicycle, and transit, as well as by car. Physical and economic growth will 
support this role and respect the numerous resources of historical and 
cultural significance that contribute to Downtown's unique identity. 

All development in the Central District must fit into the existing built environment. The Plan 
protects neighborhoods by focusing the highest intensity of development onto Colorado 
Boulevard and Lake Avenue and around light rail stations. Heights and densities are lower 
on the edges nearest the neighborhoods surrounding the Central District. 

The Central District Specific Plan lowers height limits in many areas. It adds a floor area 
ratio (FAR) for each parcel to ensure that development is allocated more fairly and not on 
a first-come-first-sewed basis. It increases sidewalk widths and setback requirements in 
many areas to ensure that the sidewalks are attractive to pedestrians. Mixed-use 
development is encouraged, but commercial development is required on the ground floor 
in many areas to ensure an active commercial environment. New design guidelines are 
established for the Central District as a whole as well as separate guidelines for many sub 
districts 

The attached set of graphics and maps outlines the key concepts in the Central District 
Specific Plan. 

Development Intensity Concept 
0 Graphic - How the Plan Works 
0 Sub-district Concept 

Zoning Precincts 
Maximum Height 
Floor Area Ratio 
Maximum Residential Density 
Required Setbacks 
Sidewalk Width Requirements 
Housing Concept 
Pedestrian-Oriented Use Areas 
Transit Oriented Area 
Zoning Districts 
Tables of allowed land uses 









Central District Specific Plan 17.30.010 

Figure 3-2 -Central District Zoning Precincts 

Pasadena Zoning Codc - Article 3 Public Review Draft - M a y  ZOO4 
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Central District Specific  plat^ 17.30.010 

Figure 3-8 -Central District Maximum Height 

Pasadena Zoning Code - Article 3 Public Review D r a f t  May 2004 
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Figure 3-9 -Central District Maximum Floor Area Ratio 

Pasadena Zoning Code - Article 3 Public Review Draft - May 2004 
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Central District Specific Plan 17.30.010 

Figure 3-6 - Maximum Residential Density (dwelling unitstacre) 

Pasadena Zoning Cude - Article 3 Public Review Draft - May 2004 
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Central District Specific Plan 17.30.010 

Pasadena Zonine Code - Article 3 Public Review Draft - May 2004 
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Central District Spccific Plan 17.30.010 

Figure 3-10 -Central District Sidewalk Width Requirements 

Pasadena Zoning Code - Article 3 Public Review Draft - May 2004 
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Central District Specific Plan 17.30.010 

Figure 3-4 -Housing Concept 

I'asadena Zoning Code - Article 3 Public Review Draft - May ZUU4 
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Central District Specific Plan 17.30.010 

Figure 3-3 -Central District CD Pedestrian-Oriented Use Areas 

Pasadena Zoning Code - Article 3 Public Review Draft - May 2004 
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Central District Specific Plan 17.30.010 

Figure 3-5 -Central District Transit Oriented Area 

Pasadena Zoning Code - Article 3 Public Review Draft - May 2004 
3-10 



Central District Specific Plan 17.30.010 

Figure 3-1 -Central District Zoning Districts 

Pasadena Zoning Code - Article 3 Public Review D r a A  Mny 2004 
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CD Z o n i n g  D i s t r i c t s  : 7.30.03(1 

TABLE 3-1 - ALLOWED USES Ah% PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 
FOR CI) ZONING DISTRICTS 

RESIDENTIAL USES 

Bo-qd inghouses .  ~ ~ - ~ . 
P Caretaier quaners -~ -~ 

Ilonnitories 
- - -- . ~- 

Fraternities, soronltcs - 
Home occupations 

-- PI_- 
Mixed-use projects (13) 
Multi-Pwnily housinglorban ~~ housing 

Rcsidcntial accrssor)' !!%s a n d ~ s I ~ c t u r ~ ~  .. . ... .- . -- - 
Residential care. general 

Rrs~dent~dclc. I!;iLed ~- .. -. .. . .. . .. . . . . . . .- .. 

Single;f jmily,housing - . -. 
Single-room occupancy ~ 

17.50.300 
- -. . . . - 

' I r ans i tm housing 

Notes: 

( I )  Sec S c c t m  17.80 020 for definitions of rhe  listcd land uses. 

(2) Permincd within the Ford I'lacciFuller Seminary Precinct. 

(3) S r r  District-wide Mup 1 2  Housing Concept. 

(4) Permined within the Arroyo Corridor Transition Precinct 

( 5 )  Conditionally Pcrmittrd within 350 feet from the south curb line m i  Corson Street. 

( 6 )  Condltianally Permitlcd within the West Downtown Transit Village Precinct. 

(7) Conditionally l 'cmined within the Civic Center Corr Precinct. 

( 8 )  Pemi l t rd  withan thc Playhouse SuutNGrccn Strcct Precinct 

(9) Conditionally Pcrmidrd within thc . h o y o  Entrance Corridor Prccinct. 

(10) Not Perrnittcd within the Arroyo Entrance Corrldor Precinct 
(1 I)  Not permitted 140 Ceet north of Walnut. 

(12) Thc nlaxtmum axil (either intcrinr or exterior) in which support scrvices are offered or locatcd shall not excccd 250 sq I? 
(13) Conditional l ise  Permit approval required for new nonres~dcnlial prqjects and nonresidential ponions of mixed use 

prqjects exceeding 25,000 sqfl of gross floor area Projccts within the Central Uistrict Transit Oriented Area 

(Figure 3-5) shall mcct the requuernents of 17.50.230. This requirement does not apply to a prujecl with an approved master 
develnpmcnt plan, government ofiiccs, tenant improvements. or projects in the CiQ's approved capital impruvemer~l budget. 
Qualifies as a pedeslrlan urientrd use. 

LAND IJSE ( I )  

Pasadena Zoning Cudc - Article 3 
3-1 1 

PERMIT REQUIREME31 BY ZONE 

CD-I 1 CD-2 I CD-3 I CD-4 I CD-5 I CX-h 



CD Zoning D i s t r i c t s  17.30.030 

TABLE 3-1 - ALLOWED USES AND PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 
FOR CD ZONIh-G DISTRICTS 

HECKLATION, EDLICATIOU. & PUBLIC ASSEMBLY USES 
C C !  

Collcgcs - traditional campus sctlmg - 

Cornnwclal cnrcnalnmcnt' -. ~ ~- 

C~,mmcrcinl r rcrei i tm - indoor' 

Cnmrnerc~al recreation - outdoor 
-- ~- . . 

Conference centers -. - .. . . . . . 

.. ... C t l l t u ~ s l r i u ! ! o n ~ *  
Electronic game centers 

~- - ~- ~~~~ ~- 

lnlemet access studms . . 
Park and recrearion P~cilil~eh 

~ 

Ilcligious fncilit~es ~~- 

with c o l u m @ r r  17 50.230 

- -- 
with t c m p o r a ~  homeless shelter MC 

Schools - puhhc and private ~- 
- ~ .. .. . .. . . .. .. 

Srreet Fairs . .- - .- . - . . - . . . . -. - . P . . .. - . 
Tents P 17 50.320 

Notes: 

( I )  See Sectmn 17.80.020 for definitions of the listed land uses. 

(2) I'crmttcd withm thc Ford I'lacc&uller Scminvry Precinct. 

(3 )  See District-wide Map 12: llousinp Concept 

(4)  Pcrnilncd within lhe Arroyo Corridor Transition Precinct. 

(5) Condilianally Permined within 350 feet from thc south curb Ilnc of Corson Street 

( 6 )  Condillonally Permined within the West Downtown Transit Village Freclnct. 

(7) Candltionally Permmed within thr Cwic Center Core Precinct 

( 8 )  Permined within the Playhouse SouthlGrecn Strccl Prccmct. 

(9 )  Conditionally I'ermincd within thc Arroyo Entrance Conidor  Prccincl. 

( I  U) i io t  l'crmined within the Arroyo Entrance Corrndor l'rccinct 
( I  1) i i o t  prrmltlrd 140 kc1  north or Walnut. 
(12) T h e  maximum area (either intcrinr or cxtcrior) in which supprm services are ofrcrcd or localcd shall nor exceed 250 sq ft. 

(1 3) Condttwxal Use Pcnnit approval rcqulred for new noriresldcnlial projects arid nunresrdcnl~al ponlons or  mixed usc 
projects exceeding 25.000 sq i t  o lg ros r  floor area. This requirement does not apply tn a project w t h  an approved mastcr 

development plan, government of!ices, tenant improvcmcnts, or pmjects in the Cirys approved capital irnprnvernerjt budget 
* Qual~fies  as a pcdcstrian oriented use 

I P E R M I T  R E Q I U R E M E N T  BY Z O N E  

Pasadena Zoome. Code - Article 3 

3-12 

Specific Use 



C U  Zoning Districts 17.30 030 

TABLC 3-1 - ALLOWED USES AND PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 
FOR CD ZONLWC DISTRICTS 

Notes: 

( I )  See Secrion 17.80020 for definitions of the lislsd land uscb. 

( 2 )  I'rmmed within the Ford PlacrFuiler S e m i n q  I'lcc~nct. 

(3) See Distr~cl-widr Map 12- liausing Concept. 

(4)  I'ennincd within thc Arroyo Corridor l'ransilian Precinct 

( 5 )  Condltionall? Pcrmincd wilhin 350 fcct from) ih~.south curh line of Carson Srrcel. 

(6) Condilionally Pcrrniltcd within the West Downtown Transit Vlllage Precinct. 

(7) Conditwnally Prm;ined within rhe Civic Centtr Core Piccincr. 

(Rj  Perrnincd w t h m  the Piayhouse Sourh!Green Sirct.1 Prcdnct. 

( 9 )  Conditmna!ly Pcrrnitted wlthin lhr Arroyo Envancc Corridor Precinct 

(10) Not Perrnittrd within the Arroyo Entrcmce Corridor Precinct. 
(I 1) Not pcrm~ttcd 110 feet nonh of Walnut. . . 
(12) The maximum area (either intcrmr or exterior) in which suppon services are olTercd or locatcd shall not exceed 250 sq, ft. 
(13) Conditional Usc Permil sppmval requircd for new nonrcs~dcntial ~ ~ V J C C E  and nonresidential purlions of mixcd use 

prqccis encecding 25,000 sq ft of gross floor area. Pro.iccts within thc Central 1)istricl Transit Oriented Area 
(Figarc 3-5 )  shall mecl the rrqu!rements of I7 50.230. This rcquiicmcnt does not apply lo a project wnh an appiwed master 
dcvelnprncnl plan. gnvwnmcnl offices, tcnani ~mprovements, or projects in the C i v s  approved capital mprovcmrnl hudget. 

* Qoi~lifies a5 a pedestrian orlented use. 

>pecmc usr 
Q*"".i..rl. 

LAND USE ( I )  

Pasadena Zonlng Cadc - Artnrle 3 
7-17 

PERMIT REQUlREMEhT BY ZONE 

CD-5 CD-4 CD-1 CD-6 CD-2 CD-3 



TABLE 3-1 - AI,I,OU'ED IJSES AND PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 
FOR CD ZONING DISTRICTS 

Rotcs: 

( I )  Scc Section 178002U fix dcfinilions o f t h c  listed land uses 

(2) Pcmltlcd wth in  thr Ford PlacciFullcr Seminary Precinct 

(3) See Dihtrict-wdc Map 12. Housing Concept. 

(4 )  Pcrmlncd within the 4rrnyn Corridor Transition Precinct 

( 5 )  Conditionally Permitted within 350 feet irom the south curb h e  of Curson Street 

(6) Conditionally Pcnnined within the West Downtoun Transit Village Prcctnct. 

(7) Conditionally Permitted within the Ciwc Center Core Precinct. 

( 8 )  Permtttrd within the Playhouse South/Green Streel Precinct. 

( 9 )  Condilianally Pcrmittcd within thc Arroyo L n t r u c c  Corridor Precinct. 
(10) Not l'cio~inud withit, thc Arroyo Entrance Corrldur Fvxincl. 
(I I )  No1 permitted 140 fcel nonh of Walnut. 
(12) The maximum itrra (cithcr interior o r  cxtcriur) in wl,ich support services are offered or located shall not exceed 250 sq, f t  

(13) Condit~onol Use I'ermit apprwval rcqoircd h r  new nonresidenlial projects and nonresident~al portxms of mixed use 
projects exceeding 25.000 sqf t  of gross floor area Projects within the Central District Transit Oriented Area 
(Figure 3-5) shall lnect the requirements of 17.50230, 'This requ>rement does not apply lo a prqiect w t h  an approved master 
development plan, government ofilces, lcnanl improvements, o i  projects in thc C i w s  approved cap~tal  mprovement budget. 
Qunlifics as a pedestrian orlentcd use. 

I Ahn IJSE ( I )  

Pnmder~n Zoning Codc  - r l ick 3 
1-14 

PERMIT REQUIREMEhT BY ZONE 

CD-l I CD-2 I CD-3 I CD-4 1 CD-5 I CD-6 



CI) Zoning Districts 17.30.030 

Notrs: 

( I )  Ser Sect~on 17.R0020 for definitions ofthe listed land uses. 

(2)  Pcrmmed within the Ford Place,Fuller Seminay Precina. 

( 3 )  See District-wide Map 12. Housing Conccpt. 

(4) Permitted within the Anoyo Corridor Transition Precinct. 

( 5 )  Condltianally Permi!~ed within 350 k r t  from the south curb linr oiCurson Strcct. 

(6) Condillonally Pcnnined within the Weat Downtown 'i'rilnsit Village Precinct. 

( 7 )  Conditionally Prrmittcd wrthin the Civic Ccnler Core Prccmct. 

(8) Pcmitted wthin the Playhouse SouthlGreen Street I'recinct. 

(9) Cond~tiot~ally Perrnmrd within thr Arroyo Entrancc Corridor Precinct. 
( lo )  Not Pen-nincd within thc Annyo b t r a n c c  Conidor Precinct. 
(I I) Not permncd 140 fee! north of Walnut 
(12) The maximum arco (either interior or enrcrior) in which support sewices are offered or locatrd shall nor exceed 25U sq it. 

(1 3) Condltinnal Use Permit approval requirrd for nei, nonresidcntml projects and nonresidential ponions olrniird use 
projects cnceeding 25,000 sq.ff of grosa floor area. Projects within the Central Dlstrict Transit Onentrd Area 

(Figure 3-5) ddl  meet the requirements 01 1750,230. Thlr requircmcnt docs not apply to a projecl uilh an approved m;lster 
development plan, government oIficrs, lcnant impruverncnts, or pwjccts 11) the Clty's approvcd cupltal improvemcnt budget 

* Qual~fier as n pcdcstrian uricltted a x  

TABLE 3-1 - ALLOWED USES A N D  PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 
FOR CD ZONING DISTRICTS 

Pnradena Zoning Code - Articlc 3 
3-15 

~ - -  
~~~ 

LAND USE ( I )  

PERMIT REQIIIREME'VI 6% ZONE SprclRr Use 

~ n - 1  I CD-2 1 CD-3 I CD-4 I CD-5 1 C D ~  Standards 



TABLE 3-1 - ALLOWED USES AND PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 
FOR CD ZONING DISTRICTS 

SERVICES (Continued) 

La!o~a!orles (131 ~ ~~~~ c P .- .. 

Liidcare Idclhties 

Lodging -hotels. m o a l s  (13)  
Mainrcnanccor rcpairscrv~ces ~- ~ - - -  ~ - . 
Mcil~cal scrwccs - hcrpital 

Monuar~rs ,  funeral homes 
~ -~ ~ ~~ . . 

Pcrsonvl improvement servlccsb 
Personal services ' 

. . 
Printmg and-pb l l sh~ng  ... .- ~~ 

Vchiclc serwccs - washing and detailing, small-xalc 
- ~~ i p i l l )  P 17 502'95- 

Notes: 

( I )  See Section I 7  80.020 for dcfin~t iol~s of the listed land uses. 

(2)  Perrnlned within the Ford Pli~celFuller Seminary Precinct. 

3 )  Sec District-wide Map 12: Hausing Concept 

(4 )  P r m m c d  u'lthm the Anoyo Corridor Transition Precinct. 

15) Conditmnally I'ermmed wth in  350 kc!  i iom thc svuth curb line of Corson Strcrl. 

(6)  Conditionally Permined ~virhm the Wesl Uowntou,n Transit \'illagc Preclncl. 

(7) Conditionally Pcrnmtcd withm the Civic Center Core Precinct. 

(8j Pcrmined wlthin the Pluyhourr Swth!Green Street Prrctnct. 

(9) Conditionally Permined wthin the Arroyo Entrance Corridor Precinct. 

110) No1 Pennined within the Arroyo Entrance Corridor Precinct 

(1 I) Not pemlned I40 fee: nonh of Walnut. 
(12)  The rnmirnum area (either interior or extcriai) in which s q p o n  services are u i k r r d  or located shall not exceed 250 rq. fi. 
(13) Lond~tianal  Use P e m r t  approval required f i r  n m  nonrcsidcr.tial projrcls and nunresidential poniutis oimixed ube 

projects exceeding 25.000 s q i t  ul'gros, flour area. Prujccts within thc Ccntral District Transit Orientcd Arm 
(Flgurc 3-51 shall meet thc requtrcmcnts or 1 7 . 5 0 2 3 0  This requrrelnent does not apply lo a project will, an approved master 
dcvslopnrcnl plan, governnxnt nfficcs. tcnant improvements, or projects in the O l y s  uppmved capilal improvement hudget. 

' Qual~fic> as il pedestrian oriented use. 

hl)ectnc I J S ~  

C+*-A-..A~ 

LA\D IISF. ( I )  

Pasadena Zoning C e d e  - Artir l r  3 

3-16 

PERMIT REQUIKEMEXT BY ZONE 

CD-5 CD-4 CD-6 CD-3 CD-I CD-2 



CII Zorrtng Di s t r i c t s  17.30.030 

TRANSPORTATION, COMMUNICATIONS, AND UTILITY USES 

A l t e m a t ~ ~ ~ f i ~ e l ~ e c h a ~ f i n g  .. facililles,- 

& c e y t y  2nJenn?a!ray ~~~ 

Communicat~ons facilih ( l 3 j  ,.,.,. 
- 

Cammqrx!al off-street p ~ k i ~ l e  - - 
Helipofl - 
Transit terminal 

-1 ABLE 3-1 - ALLOWED USES AND PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 
FOR CD ZONLhiG DISTKICTS 

TR4NSlT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMEYT 

Nules: 

( I )  See Section 17.80020 tor definitions nilhe listed land uscs. 

( 2 )  Pennitlcd wjthin [he Ford PlaceFullcr S e m i n p  Prccinct 

(3) SCC District-wide Mdp I 2  Iioustng Concept. 

(4) I'crmiltcd withic the : k o ) o  Corndor Tr~nsition Precinct. 

( 5 )  ronditionslly Permined wthin 350 feet from the sourh curh line of Carson Street 

( 6 )  Conditionally I'emined wlhin the West Downtown 'Transit Village Precinct. 

(7) Conditmnally Permined wthm the Civic Center C o x  Precinct. 

(8) I'ermlned wthin the l'layhousc SoutNGrern Strecl I'rccinct. 

(9 )  Condi:ionally Prrmttlcd wthm the Arroyo Lntrancc Conidor Precinct. 
(10) Not Perm~ttcd with~n the hriuyo Entrance Corridor I'rccinct 
( I  I) Not prrnliltcd 140 kc1 "01th r,CWalnul. 

(12) Thc maximum area (ei!hcr intcrmr or cxlerior) in which support scrviccs are offered or located shall nut exceed 250 sq. ii 
(13) Conditional 11se Permit approval required for new nonresidential projccts and nonresidential ponions of mixed use 

projecls exceeding 25,1100 r q f t  ofgross floor area. This requirrment does not apply to a prujccl with an approved master 
devcloprnent plan, government afficcs, tcnant improverncnts, or projects in the City's approved capital improvement budget 
Qualifies a a pedrstrm oriented use. 

Specific Use 
Stnndardr LAND USE ( I  1 

PERMII '  REQUIREMENT BY ZONE 

CD-1 I CD-2 I 0 - 3  I CD-4 1 CD-5 I CD4 



Attachment I 
Comments on Central District Specific Plan 

On September 23,2004, the City Council received comments on the Land Use 
Element, Mobility Element, Revised Zoning Code and Central District Specific 
Plan. Since then, the Planning and Development staff has organized the 
comments received on the draft Central District Specific Plan by chapter and 
made recommendations for changes based on those comments. The attached 
matrix provides the comments received and the associated response. 


