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Section 8

PUBLIC REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES

Guideline CC 1

Intent

Recommendations

Citywide

Design Criteria

District-wide Guidelines: Community Character

Promote Compact Development Patterns

The commercial and social interaction required of a vital, cnergetic
city core is facilitated by placing people in proximity 1o one another.
This suggests a concentration of people, buildings, and activity. Tt
follows that Downtown should be the most compact and densely

" developed area of the City. Compact development patterns
- conlribute to a distinct urban image, define public space, supporl a

diverse mixture of uses, and promote transit usage and pedestrian

achivity.

CC 1.1 Reinforce the spatial definition and social vilclity of streets and
important public space through compact development patterns.

CC 1.2 Provide sufficient building height and mass fo spatially define
public streats and civic spaces; esfoblish o strong relationship between
buildings ond streefs.

CC 1.3 Encourage infill development and the retentian of buildings
that define the street and contribute to an urbon identify.

¢ Comuunity Identity: A community should portray a strong identity,

including the presence of recognizable districts and landmarks.

» Spatial Definition: A street should read as well-defined space.

%1 Cenfral District Specific Plan
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Dawntown Precedent: strong
building-street relationships
distinguish the city core

Downtown Precedent: building

height and massing establish an.
urban identity



Section 8 PUBLIC REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES

@

District-wide Guidelines: Community Character

Cuideline €C 2 | Focus Activity on Public Places

Intent | Public streels, plazas, parks and other important civic spaces

. support public life, and are a key component of successful urban
places. These are not left-over spaces to be “dressed up,” but lively
public places. Development should focus activity and attention
upon and along these spaces. Because active public places tend 1o
be defined spaces, buildings should contain and erient to these
spaces. Da;,untuu 3 Prw‘Pant

buildings and uses support a
high level of street activity

Recommendations | CC 2.1 Locate ond mass buildings to consistently frame and define
public space.

CC 2.2 Orient buiiding enfrances toward public space, and
encourage odjocent ground floor uses that animate and enliven the
space,

CC 2.3 Site service and parking focilities to face away from public
spoces and activilies.

CC 2.4 Use landscope to furiher define and contain public space; for
instance, use skreet frees to delineate a public street,

Downtown Precedent: defined
urban spaces reinforce public

life

CC 2.5 Create strong physical conneciions befween public space and
neighboring development,

Citywide | ¢ Physical Connection: A commnunity should counect through a network of
Design Criteria | public spaces and paths.

e Public Charucter: A streel should readily communicate that it is public
space,

Central District Specific Plan



Section 8

PUBLIC REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES

Guideline CC 3

Intent

Recommendalions

Citywide
Design Criteria

| courtyards, sidewalks, alley walkways, pedestrian paseos, and mid-

. air.

District-wide Guidelines: Community Character

Increase Physical Connectivity
Downtown is gencrally amenable to walking, due in part to a fine-
grained building and block pattern that offers the visual and

physical connections advantageous to pedestrian movement. Plazas,

block passages creale a network of spaces that integrates the

community, and an intricate network allows an interesting variety of e
alternative routes between places. Private and public sector Downtown Precadent: sutdoor
paseos link sidewalks with on-

site plazas und courtyards

investment should extend and enhance this network, providing safe
and accessible paths throughout the area.

CC 3.1 Regord sidewalks and paths as unilying elements throughout
Downtown; design and locate pathways and walks to promote physice!
continuity and connection.

CC 3.2 Promote new development that extends existing circulation
pofterns and connects important centers of activity.

CC 3.3 Extend the circulation pattern through publicly accessible
walks, that are generally open fo the sky; provide access to light and

CC 3.4 Frovide ample width and design for universal access along

pofh ays ond Tk Duuntown Precedent: rxHPy
W WIQIKS,

walkways extend the pedestrian

circulation system.
CC 3.5 Incorporate human-scaled fidures that emit o warm light

olong pedestrian sidewalks and paths fo increase sofety and comfart.

CC 3.6 Introduce shading elements and outdoor furniture such as
benches to improve pedestrion occess and comfort.

« Physical Connections: A community should connect through a netwark of
public spaces and paths.

o Visual Relationships: A community should take advantage of important
views and vistas, and provide numerous opportunities for access to light
and air.

Daowntown Precedents wide,
continuous and protected
sidewalks serve pedestrians

Central District Specific Plan



PUBLIC REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES

Section 8

Guideline CC 4

Intent

Recommendations

Citywide
Design Criteria

District-wide Guidelines: Community Character

Protect View Corridors

Downtown offers a number of high-quality views and vistas, in
particular, promirent views of the San Gabriel Mountains and City
Hall. These views distinguish Pasadena from other cities in the
region, and orient residents and visitors alike to their location in the
City. A strong Downtown identity depends upon the preservation
and enhancement of these special views and view corridors.

Downtown Precedent: north-
south streets offer scenic framed

CC 4.1 Frame imporfant views of natural ond man-made landmarks, views of local mountains

and ook for opportunities fo open new views of lendmark buildings

and fectures.

CC 4.2 Discourage developments thaf obscure existing views along
the public right-of-woy.

CC 4.3 Prohibit buildings from locating over or across a public streef,
including buildings constructed os port of a bridge or overpass that
crosses a public street.

CC 4.4 Restrict the canstruction of pedestrian bridges ocross narth-
south streets, and discourage their construction olong all other streets
in the Cenltral Disirict.

&
Downtown Precedent:

prominent axinl views focus
attention on civic landmarks

CC 4.5 Limit pedesirian bridges fo those that are least cbtrusive;
where provided, they should be of narrow width, open to the sky, and
accessible fo the public at all fimes,

o Comnunity Identity: A community shonld portray a strong identity,
including the presence of recognizable districts and landmarks.
» Visual Relationships: A community should take advantage of important

views and vistas, and provide numerous opportunities for access to light
and air

Central District Specific Plan
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PUBLIC REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES

Guideline CC 5

Intent

130" -
__@/

District-wide Guidelines: Community Character -

Recycle Existing Buildings and Landscapes

There is a wealth of value in Pasadena’s built resources that
collectively make a positive contribution and add significant value to

t the Downtown community. Existing buildings and landscape

Recommendations

Citywide
Design Criteria

elements provide a sense of historical and physical continuity,
strengthen the urban fabric, and reinforce the unique qualities of the
Central Distriet.

CC 5.1 Encourage the recycling of Downtown buildings and
landscapes; in particular, retain historically and architecturally
significant buildings through adoplive use.

CC 5.2 Maintain the distinguishing quolities and features of ¢ historic
or architecturally significant building, structure, or site.

CC 5.3 Repair and retain, rather than replace, original building

materials, as far as feasible.

CC 5.4 Allew conlemporary cllerations and additions fo histeric or
architecturaily significant buildings, structures, and sites, provided they
do not substantially alter or harm the distinguishing qualities and
features, and are compalible in terms of scale ard character

CC 5.5 Support rehabilitation and restoration of historically significant
buildings occording to the Secrefory of Interior’s Standards.

CC 5.6 Retain the foliowing landscape elements unless removal or
replacement supports long-term planning objectives: sireet trees; tree
lowns; granite curbs; ormomental tree grates; historic street lights; ond
similar historic landscape elements.

» Community Identity: A community should portray a strong identity,
including the presence of recognizable districts and landmarks.

o Cultural Expression: A community should express local history and
culture,

Central District Specific Plan

use ensures that the value of
existing structures is not lost

Dowu.fown Precedenl'.' reuse Df
historic structures maintains a
distinet wrban character

Downtown Precedent: historic
streetscape elements add
interest and identity
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PUBLIC REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES

Guideline CC 0

Intent

Recommendations

Citywide

Design Critorin |

Promote Sensitive Infill Projects

New development should positively contribute to the public realm.
Urban infill development offers an excellent opportunity to
strengthen historic development palterns and restore the urban
fabric. Vacant and underdeveloped lands interrupt the street wall
and prevent suilable definition of the street, a conditien commonly
referred 1o as “missing teeth.” Infill projects can visually unify the
street through the development of these properties. Nonetheless,
sensitivity to the surrounding character and design context is crucial

to their success.

CC 6.1 Emphasize infill development of vacant or underdeveloped
land, especially projects that will promote a distinctive urban character.

CC 6.2 Support infill development that visually unifies the street;
respect the street-oriented development patterns of existing buildings.

CC 6.3 Harmonize infill developmeni with adjacent buildings through
compatible scale, massing, rhythms {i.e., vertical and horizontal
potterns expressed by archifectural feotures such as cornice and belt
lines, deors and Wmdows) solid-to-void relationships, and/or
materials.

CC 4.4 Avoid owkward and incempatible design solutions, and

significant interruptions fo the predominant scale of the street.

e Community ldentity: A community should pertray a strong identity,
including the presence of recognizable distriets and landmarks.

e Contextual Fit: A building should fit with its surroundings.

Central District Specific Plan

'District- -wide Guidelines: Community Character

Downtown Precedent: infill
profects creafe a consistent
street wall and unify the street

Downtown Precedent: infill

rlevelcupmcuts n!iuforﬂﬂ the
compact urbon character



section 8| PUBLIC REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES )

District-wide Guidelines: Community Character

Guideline CC 7 | Transition to Residential Neighborhoods

Intent | “In-town” and surrounding residential neighborhoods add
immeasurably to the health and strength of the Central District.
They are part of the essential mix that achicves full-time civie
vitalily, and as far as feasible, these arcus should be protected from
intrusive design and use. In particular, adjacent commereial

development may corpromise the character and livability of these i .
neighhorhoods through unresponsive scale and massing, and Downtown Precedent: building
localized traffic and parking impacts. On the other hand, sensitive height steps down toward

transitions will protect their intrinsic value, residential neighborhood

Recommendations | CC 7.1 Protect in-town and surrounding residenfial neighborhoods
from erosion of character; consider surrounding residential character
in the planning and design of adjacent non-residential uses.

CC 7.2 Respond to adjocent residential uses with o sensitive transition
in scale and massing; for instance, step-back kuilding height and/or
break up building mass.

CC 7.3 Design transitions between uses so as fo maintain residentiol Discouraged: incompatible
privacy, and sife parking, service and storage facilities to minimize transitions degrade residential
impacts on odjacent residences. properties

CC 7.4 Use avoilable alleys for parking ond service access fo
minimize froffic impocts on adjocent residential streets.

Citywide | « Community ldentity: A communily should portray a strong identity,
Pesign Criteria | including the presence of recognizable districts and landmarks.

¢ Contextual Iit: A building sheuld fit with its surroundings.

Central District Specific Plan
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District-wide Guidelines: Community Character

Guideline CC 8 | Incorporate Civic Art

Intent | Civic art provides multiple and layered expressions of local history
and culture. It contributes to local identity and the unique qualilies
of place; it is a form of cultural enrichment. Civie art forms range
from sculptural art pieces created for public plazas to artisan cralted
| architeclural details. These forms might scrve as a local landmark,
delineate public space, or simply add richness to a building or
landscape. Public spaces, private development projects, and
infrastructure improvements are all encouraged to include a civic art

comprmcnt. [ .
Downtown Precedent: artisan
crafted details enrich buildings

- . . . . . . ‘ and sites
Recommendations | CC 8.1 Use civic art to identify areos with o unigue identity or

celebrate the entrance to a public place; for example, mark gateways
and other important public places and buildings with public art,

CC 8.7 Integrate works of public art into new development projects;
encourage the porticipation of erists as a part of the design team from
the project’s inception.

CC 8.3 Incorporate civic art into public infrastruciure projects.

CC 8.4 Make works of civic arf accessible to the public; sife civic art u :

to draw pecple thraugh public spaces, but do not impede pedestrian Dovontotn Precedent:

fiows. sculptural forms enliven plazas
and engage the public

CC 8.5 Support the use of diverse media and arf forms.

CC 8.6 Encourage works of civic art that celebrate local histary and
culture, and reflect the City's tradition of excellence and innovation in
the arts and sciences.

Citywide | ® Community Identity: A community should portray a strong identity,
Design Criteria | including the presence of recognizable distriets and landmarks.

o Cultural Expression: A community should express local history and
culture.

Downtown Precedent: public
. art celelirates local history

Central District Specific Plan




Section 8

PUBLIC REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES

GCuideline SE 1

Intent

Recommendations

Citywide
Design Criteria

_Disirict-wide Guidelines: Street Environment

Make Streets Multi-Purpose

Downtown streets should not be limited to the singular purpose of
moving aulomotive trallic; these are highly public pluces where a
diversity of people need to be accommodated. Vehicular traffic,
public transit, pedestrians, and cyelists ali need to be considered in
the design of streets. Most importantly, strects must be amenable to
walking, strolling, lingering, meeting, and conversing, Traffic flows
should not inhibit the publie life of the community,

SE 1.1 Maintain a hierarchical distinction in the design of Downtown
streets; nonetheless, olf streets should accommodate a diversity of
users, multiple purposes and modes of fronsportation.

SE 1.2 Design all Downtown streets for safe and comforfable
movement on foot; incorporate o high level of streetscape amenity
such as stree!t frees, street furniture, and street lights.

SC 1.3 Use public landscape and streetscope improvements to
communicate the public character ond quolily of Downtown’s streets.

SE 1.4 Detail streets and strectscape amenities fo high sfandards;
show evidence of quality thot is oppealing to pedoestrians,

SE 1.5 Treat transit stops as imporfant public places; focus
improvements on bus stops at or necr imperfant pedestricn crossings.

SE 1.6 Provide enhanced bus stops with seats and shelter to increase
safety and comfort; consider additional amenities such as wasle
receptocles, water fountains, ond directional maps.

SE 1.7 Provide adequate bicycle parking facilities along planned

bicycle lanes and within major activity cenfers; encourage new
developmenis to incorporate bicycle amenities.

¢ Public Character: A street should readily communicale that it is public
space.

¢ Protected Sidewalks: A street should contribute 1o the physical safety

and comlort of pc&desh'ians.

Central District Specific Plan

Downtown Precedent:
sidewalks accommodate the
public in a variety of ways

" A

Downtown Precedent: special
P

paving vt crosswalks helps

p(!dﬂs "'iﬂ?ls f“e[ Sﬂfe

Discouraged: some streets
communicate that they are only
Sfor automobiles
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PUBLIC REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES -

Guideline SE 2

Intent

Recommendations

Citywide
Design Criteria

t when necessary; alley access should be provided for service and

District-wide Guidelines: Street Environment

Minimize Pedestrian Conflicts

Every time a car crosses a sidewulk there is potential danger and
inconvenience to the pedestrian. Minimizing the number of curb-
cuts along Downtown streets reduces potential conflicts in favor of
the pedestrian. Utility equipment placed within the public right-of-
way also creates impediments to persons on ool and espeeially
those who arc mobility impaired. Equipment placed on the sidewalk
al or near the intersection 1s especially problematic, as this is a zone

that needs to accommodate considerable pedestrian activity. Public
utilities and streetscape amenitics should be located 1o support safe, !

convenient and unimpeded pedestrian flows, Downtown Precedent: wide
sidewalks support streetscape

amenities and o clear path

'SE 2.1 Minimize the number of drive upproaches olong o block fo

reduce conflicts between pedestrians and automobiies.
SE 2.2 Consolidote and place drive approaches near mid-biock,
parking, if feasible.

SE 2.3 Public sidewalks should be of sufficient widih to cccommaodate,
street frees and sireef emenities, as well us u zone deveoted fo clear
pedestrian possage. ‘
Downtown Precedent: drive
SE 2.4 Mainfoin @ minimum 5-foof clear pedastrion passage along approaches are consolidated for
pUb“C sidewalks (or as determined by the Direcior of Public Works & continuons building frontages
Transportation), without conflicts from utility equipment, street frees,

street amenities, or other potentic! interferences.

SE 2.5 Design public sidewalks and connecting paths fo meet at
grade; sidewaiks extending across private property should olso
confinue ot grade, where feasible,

o Public Character: A street should readily communicate that it is public
space.

- @ Protected Sidewalks: A street should contribute 1o the physical safety
- and comfort of pedestrians,

Central District Specific Plan
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District-wide Guidelines: Street Environment

Guideline SE 3 | Protect and Shade Pedestrians

Inzent - The physical safety and comfort of pedestrians is critieal to the
success of Downtown. Pedestrians must feel thal they are in a safc
situation, and that they are a welcome presence in the community,
Streetscape design and amenities should emphasize pedestrian
salety and comfort. For instance, the proper placement of strect
furniture introduces distance and a pereeived protection from A ! _
vehicular traffic. On the other hand, the overhead cover provided by Downtown Precedent:

street trees offers shade and reasonable protection from the sun and attractive street furniture
sepurates pedestrians and autos

rain.

Recommendations | 5F 3.1 locate street amenities in a zone along or near the curb as @
borrier to automobile traffic; this is especially applicoble to street
lights, parking meters, street trees, frash receptacles, news rocks, and
heavy planters.

SE 3.2 Fmphosize the planting of street trees fo provide overhead
cover; species choices should consider access to bath shode and sun
along sidewalks.

PDowntown Precadeni: streer
SE 3.3 Plant street trees in the zone adjacent fo the curb that is also trees and ownings provide
devoted fo other streetscape amenities; exceptions may apply for protection from sun and rain
unigue conditions, such as ¢ double row of trees.

SF 3.4 Fncouroge buildings adjacent the sidewalk to provide
overhead cover in the form of canopies, awnings, and overhongs,
especially where there is an insufficient or immature streel free canopy,
or Oang a SOUfhefﬂ exposure.

Citywide ' o Spatial Definition: A strect should read as a well defined space.
Design Criteria I
+ Protected Sidewalks: A street should contribute to the physical safety
and comfort of pedestrians.

Central District Specific Plan
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PUBLIC REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES -

Guideline SE 1

Intent

Recommendations

Citywide
Design Criteria

District-wide Guidelines: Street Environment

Plant and Maintain Street Trees

Street trees provide numerous benefits and are an indispensable part
of the Downtown environment. Most abviously, they enhance the
visual quality of the area. Street trees also provide cooling effects
and centribute to the spatial definition of the street to create a
human-scaled space with a comfortable sense of enclosure. In

general, sireet trees add a gracious quality to Downtown.
Downtown Precedent:
consistent street tree plantings
SE 4.1 Plant street trees so as fo define the street and sidewalk; create a comforiable enclosure
emphasize the consistent use of ree species, size and spacing along
street to create ¢ pleasant rhythm and reinforce the space of the sireet.

SE 4.2 Chanse streef trees that hold up to urhan condifions and
provide shady canopies ot maturity; reference the City’s Mosfer Plan
of Street Trees ond appliceble streetscope plans.

SE 4.3 Allow sufficient room for tree canopies to grow without canflict
with other building elements, as for as this is feasible.

SF 4.4 Use tree grales in areas with considerable commerciol and
pedestrian activity; hee graies increase sidewalk width, reduce sofety
hozards, and prevent compaction of the root-ball,

Downtown Precedent: street
trees shade the pedestrian and
delineate the sidewalk

SE 4.5 Maintain existing free lowns, especially within the Civic Center
ond areas thot are predominantly residential; new free lowns are
oppropriaie where residential use prevails.

SE 4.6 Utilize sireel lrees to unify areos with a disfinct identity; this is
especiolly encouraged within the Old Pasadena, Civic Center;
Pasadena Playhouse and Lake Avenue Sub-Districts.

SE 4.7 Reference the existing streetscape plans for the Old Posadena,
Civic Center / Midtown, and Pasadena Playhouse Sub Districts for
defailed strategies in the treatment of street trees and other street
amenities within those arecs.

e Spatial Definition: A street should read as a well defined space.

Downtown Precedent: trees
lend a special identity to a
Street

s Protected Sidewalks: A street sheuld contribite to the physical safety
and comfort of pedestrians.

Central District Specific Plan
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PUBLIC REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES -~

Guideline SE 5

Intent

Recommendations

Citywide
Design Criteria

District-wide Guidelines: Street Environment -

Provide Ample Street Furniture

Walking Downtown should be a pleasant and comfortable
experience. 1ong walks without places to pause and rest may
become daunting for some pedestrians, Street furniture, when
combined with street trees and proper lighting, humanize and
communicate the true public nature of Downtown strects. Most
importantly, furnishings should include benches and trash
receptacles.

SE 5.1 Place street furniture, especially benches ond trash receptacles
at frequent intervals along sidewalks for pedestrian comfort and use;
sidewalks accommodating street furniture of this kind should be of

least 10 feet wide.

SE 5.2 Consider the pravision of other street furnishings, especially
along wide sidewalks (ot least 15 feet wide) with the heaviesf foot
traffic; these may include drinking fountains, public restrooms, public
telephones, newsstands, bicycle racks, planters, and kiosks.

SE 5.3 Coordinaie the design and appearance of sfreet furnishings
and other street amenities to unify areas with o distinct identity; this is
especially encouraged within the OId Pasadena, Civic Center /
Midtown, Pasadena Playhouse and Loke Avenue Sub-Districis,

SE 5.4 Reference the existing sireetscape plans for the Old Pasadena,
Civic Center / Midlown, and Pasadeno Playhouse Sub-Districts for
defoiled strategies in the trectment of siree! furniture and cther street
omenifies within those areas.

SE 5.5 Encourage sidewolk dining, provided clear passage is

maintained for pedestrians; reference detailed guidelines for sidewalk
dining found in the Citywide Design Frinciples & Criteria,

o Public Character: A street should readily communicate that it 1s public
space.

e Protected Sidewalks: A street should contribute to the physical safety
and comfort of pedestrians.

Central District Specific Plan

Downtown Precedent: benches
and decorative planters invite
the public

Downtown Precedent: alley
walkways provide evidence of
the value of eutdoor furniture



Section 8

PUBLIC REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES

Guideline SE 6

Intent

Recommendations

Citywide
— Design Criteria

SEE.5 Reterence the existing streetscape plans for the Cld Pasadena,
i Civic Centfer / Midtown, and Pasadena Playhouse Sub-Districts for

District-wide Guidelines: Street Environment

Include Pedestrian-Scaled Lights

Light affects the quality of place; harsh light feels uncomfortable
and too little seems unsafe. The size and scale of light standards
also affcots the character of a street. Large, cohra head [ixlures
communicate that the street is the car’s domain, whereas smaller,
human-scaled fixtures suggest that the street is safc 10 walk, Street
lighting should assure that Downtown sidewalks are the pedestrian’s
realm.

SE 8.1 Incorporate pedestrian scaled fixtures that emit o warm light Downtown Precedent:

along streets and sidewalks; sidewalks should be well-lit. decorative street lamps increase

pedestrian safety and comfort

SE 8.2 Direct lighting along sidewalks and pedestrian walks to
produce minimal glare.

SE 8.3 Choose pole fixtures of o consistent fype and size along o
single block.

SE 6.4 Coordinate fixture design with other streef amenities to unify
areas with a distinct identity; this is especially encouraged within the
Old fasadena, Civic Center / Midtown, Pasadena Playhouse, and
Lake Avenue Sub-Districts.

detailed strategies in the freotment of street fixtures and other street
amenities within those areas.

s Public Character: A street should readily communicate that it is public
space.

o g
Downtown Precedent:

distinctive light fixtures
promaote local identity

o Protected Sidewalks: A street should contribute to the physical safety
and comlort of pedestrians,

Central District Specific Plan
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PUBLIC REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES

Guideline SE 7

Intent

Recotnmendations

Citywide
Design Criteria

District-wide Guidelines: Street Environment

Assist Visitor Orientation

People seek to readily understand and remember the physical layout
of the places they inhabit. Landmarks and views help residents and
visitors alike orienl themselves and find their destinations,

However, the presence of signs, maps, and other way-finding tools in
the public realm is also important, Environmental graphics orient
vehicles and pedestrians; point out places of interest; add visual
interest 1o the street; contribute to a sense of place; and encourage
further exploration of the area.

SE 7.1 Consider the use of speciol poving and londscape treatment to
give distinctive occents to areas with a unique idendily; also consider
special treatment to mark important intersections and identify notable

; historical and cultural landmarks.

SE 7.2 Utilize signs and environmental graphic systems fo aid

. pedestrian and vehicular orientation and way-finding; identfy special

districts, historical and cultural landmarks, and local otfractions.

SE 7.3 Provide a coordinated system of signs and mops thal direct
visilors lo important public services and facilities; the public should be
easily directed fo government buildings, parks and plozas, fransit
stops, and public restrooms.

SE 7.4 Coordincte environmental graphic systems with other street
amenities to unify areas with a distinct identity; this is especially
encouraged within the Old Pasadena, Civic Center / Midtown,
Pasadena Playhouse, and Lake Avenue Sub-Districts.

SE 7.5 Reference the existing sireetscape plans for the Old Pasadena,
Civic Center / Midiown, and Pasadena Playhouse Sub-Districts for
detailed strofegies in the tregiment of environmental graphics,
streetscape paving, and other sireat amenities within those areas.

e Publie Character: A street should readily communicate that it is publie
space.

« Street Activity: A street should be an active and engaging place.

Downtown Precedent: signs
identify entry into a special
place

Downtown Precedent:
distinctive graphics promote
identity and enliven the street

Downtown Precedent:
directory signs orient
pedestrians to local attractions
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Section 9

PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES

Guideline SP 1

Intent

Recommendations

Citywide
Design Criteria

District-wide Guidelines: Site Planning

Encourage Integrated Site Planning

New development in the Central District should contribute to a
coherent sense of the whole. This idea stresses: reinfareing the
architectural context, placing a strong visual emphasis on the street,
and supporting active public space. Tikewise, developments that

turn inward, resull in left-over space or fail to address public life are

inappropriate. Fulfillment of these wider design objectives requires
an inlegrated approach to site planning. Buildings, parking, service
access, plazas, and courtyards must each recognize the important
relationship between public and private space.

SP 1.1 Provide for the functicna! and visual integration of building,

! services, vehicular occess and parking, and “ouvtdoor rooms” such as
piazas, fore-courls, inferior couryards, and passages.

SP 1.2 Site parking ard services so as to allow desired uses and
activities; for instance, locate porking behind buildings or interior to a
block to support pedestrian-ariented sireefs.

SP 1.3 Discourage developments that are internally focused at the
expense of an adlive sireet environment, ar developments that result in
“left-over” space.

5P 1.4 Establish clecr pedestrian connections on-site that ore well-
marked ond gracious; direct pedestrians from surface or structured
parking to buildings, streefs, and public spaces.

SP 1.5 Buffer adjocent sensitive land uses from undesirable impacts

that may originate from a site; buffers may be fandscope and/or
architectural in character.

¢ Integrated Planning: A site should support the functional and visual
integration of on-site facilities and uses.

e Comfortahle Access: A site should establish an easy transition between
exterior and interior space.

Central District Specific Plan

. P Tyl
Downtown Precedent: outdoor
roams are well-integrated to
extend public space

Downtown Precedent: gracious
paths connect building, outdoor
space and rear parking
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PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES
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Guideline SP 2

Intent

Recommenduations

Citywide
Design Criteria

District-wide Guidelines: Site Planning

Define Public Space

The life of Downtown is closely tied to the character of its public
space. Colleclively, ncw and old buildings through their location
and orientation configure outdoor space; they delermine 1ls
inlimacy, spaciousness, continuity and enclosure. Il is especially
important Lo acknowledge the importance of streels as public space.
Where the building meets the sidewalk should be a place ol intense
interaction; a consistent huilding line at or near the front property
line contains activity, unifies the street, and esrablishes visual
continuity along the street.

SP 2.1 locate and orient buildings to positively define public sfreets
and civic spaces, such as public plazas; maintain o continuous
building street wall and in general limit spotial gaps fo those necessary
to accommodute vehicular and pedesfrian access.

SP 2.2 Build to o sufficient height ot or near the property line fo define
the street edge and create @ sense of enclosure.

SP 2.3 Ercourage recessed main building or shop entrances
consistent with g traditional “main street” design thot is inviting and
does not interrupt street and/or retail continuity.

SP 2.4 Pormit "eroded” building comers at street intersections
sufficient ta promote visibility and to allow for the comfortable
collection of people.

SP 2.5 Allow large develcpments to pull back from the streef edge for
plazas or gracious eniry fore-courts, provided street continuity is not
unduly interrupted olong the majority of the block.

SP 2.6 Allow the integration of an arcade or colonnede along the
sidewalk edge, provided street and/or retail continuity is not unduly
inferrupted.

« Spatial Definition: A street should read as well-defined space.

« Functional Integration: A site should support the functional and visual
integration of on-site facilities and uses.

Central District Specific Plan

Downtown readdont: o
consistent building frontage

defines the space of the street

Downtown Precedent: street
Jucades are built at or near the
edge of the sidewalk

entries welcome without
interrupting retail contimuily
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Guideline SP 3

Intent

Recommendations

Citywide
Design Criteria

District-wide Guidelines: Site Planning

Site Plazas and Courtyards Appropriately

Plazas and courtyards are an integral part of the social life of
Nowntown. They promote civie gathering and can provide a quiel
refuge from the urban environment. The more intimate-style
courlyard is traditional in Pasadena. Nonetheless, the location, size,
and design of a plaza, courtyard or garden must be carefully

- considered in relation to its surroundings. Outdeor space that is

excessively large or incorrectly sited may lack spatial definilion,
weaken the continuity of the street, or detract from the existing
network of open space.

SP 3.1 Encourcge the presence of well-defined outdoor space, such
s on-site plazas, interior courtyards, patios, kerraces ond gordens;
these are especially encouraged in association with major
developmentis,

SP 3.2 Site cutdoor spaces in cccordonce with the location and scale
of adjacent streefs, buildings, ond uses; for insfance, on-site plozas
should not unduly interrupt the retail continuity of a street.

SP 3.3 Site outdoor spaces fo establish a comfortable fransition
batween the exterior and interior of a building.

SP 3.4 locate plazas intended for public use at/or near streef grade
to promote physicol ond visual connection to the street; on-site plozas

may serve as a well-defined fransition from the street.

5P 3.5 Define and contain outdoor spaces through o combination of
building and landscape, and discourage oversized spaces that lock
cantainment.

SP 3.6 Dimension outdoor spaces fo human occupation; they should
be proportioned to their surroundings ond envisioned use.

SP 3.7 Link adjoining outdoor spaces with cemfartable paths and
walks to create a network of spaces.

» Outdoor Rooms: A site should have places amenable Lo cutdoor activity
and use.

o Comfortable Aceesa: A site should establish a easy transition between
exlerior and interior space.

Central District Specific Plan

Deowntown Precedent:
buildings and landscape shape
Sunctional outdoor rooms

Downtown Precedent: outdoor
spaces typically maintain «
visual connection to the street

Daowentown Precedent: spaces
provide a transition between
indoors and outdeors
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Guideline SP 4

Intent

Recomunendations

Citywide
Design Criteria

3P 4.1 Make plazas and couryards comfortable for human activity

District-wide Guidelines: Site Planning

Create Comfortable Outdoor Rooms

Gathering places such as plazas and courtyards should be uscful, as
well as atlractive; consider them as “outdoor rooms.” They zhould
he comfortable places, amenable to social activily, with plenty of
sunlight, shade trees and seating. Lush plants, warm and inviting
materials, pleasing details, and quality construction suggest human
oceupation, physical comfort, and use.

and social inferaction — standing, sitting, talking, ecting.  Downtown Precedent: outdoor
Jurniture and plants invite

'SP 4.2 Create o pleasant microclimate, including shade from summer social activity
. sun and access o winter sunlight; locate seaiing with consideration fo

noontime sun and shade.

SP 4.3 Plant deciduous trees; shode and suniight are most effectively
regulated through the planting of deciduous trees that are sizeable af
maturity, although this does noi prohibit evergreens and palms.

SP 4.4 Use plants, furniture and lighting to shope, embellish, enfiven
and give purpose fo outdoor space; lush plants, warm materials and
pleasing details are encouraged.

)

Downtown Precedent: shade

SP 4.5 Include infegrated landscope planters and/ar freestanding trees provide filtered sunlight
pots of varying size,

SP 4.6 Fncourage the presence of uses that will activate outdaor
space and complement street activity; censider locating retail
businesses, outdoor cofes, and vendors within a plazo or around its
perimeter.

SP 4.7 Design cutdoor space with safety in mind; on-site public
plazas should promote visibility from the street, and pravide
architecturally compatible lighting to enhance nighttime security,

SP 4.8 Consider adding a focal element, for instance, a sculgture,

fountain, or art piece to outdoor space; civic ort in outdoor plozas and Downtown Precedent:

courtyards is encouraged. Sfountains often provide an
attractive focal element

e Outdoor Rooms: A cite should have places amenable to outdoor activity
and use.

e Human Qeccupation: A site should include amenities for comfortable
social interaction.

Central District Specific Plan
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Guideline SP 5

Intent |

Recommendations

Citywide
Design Criteria

District-wide Guidelines: Site Planning

| Maintain Landscape Traditions

Pusadena, including Downtown, has an cutstanding tradition of
Mediterranean landscape design. Plazas, intimate courtyards,
lerraces and gardens contribute Lo an exceptional outdeor selling,
abundant with trees and floral displays. New development should
continue 1o build upon these traditions and qualities found within
the focal landscape.

SP 5.1 Utilize ¢ landscape paletie that reflects the history, culture, and
climate cf the Cenfral District; in general, usc o rich, yet coordinaled
palette of landscape moteriols to provide scale, texture, and color

SP 5.2 Encourage the use of on-site planting, furniture, lighting and
site details that respect the landscape character of the immediate area
and support the design infentions of the building architecture.

SP 5.3 Provide yeor-round greenery; automatic watering systems and
drought tolerant species are encouraged o promote water

conservation ond reduce maintenance concemns.

SP 5.4 Make prudent use of water as o defining element in the
landscape; for instance, o fountain may provide the fecal point of o
courtyard or plaza.

SP 5.5 Provide opportunities for installation of civic ert in the
landscape; designer/artisi coliaborations are encouraged.

SP 5.6 Extend the landscape cheracter of the site 1o surface parking
lots; in particular introduce mature shade trees.

SP 5.7 Restrict ground-level landscaping that conflicts with retail
entrances and window displays.
¢ Cultural Expression: A community should express local history and

culture,

¢ Human Occupation: A site should include amenities for comfertable
social imteraction.

Central District Specific Plan

Downtown Precedent: year-
round greenery recognizes the
area's favorable climate

courtyards with lush plants
enhance the urban setting

Downtown Precedent:
landscape traditions include
the soothing presence of water
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Guideline SP 6

Intent

Recommendations

Citywide
Design Criteria

 to the streel; mostimpaortantly, surface parking is not fo be Jocated at a

District-wide Guidelines: Site Planning

Control Vehicular Access and Parking

Parking is an integral component of the Downtown, requiring careful
planning. llowever, it is important that the overwhelming visual
presence of parked cars be minimal and that parking entrances not
interrupt pedestrian and retail continuity. For example, curb cuts
should be managed to reduce potential conflicts with pedestrians
and 1o avoid interruptions in street tree and building rhythms,
Parking should encourage and not prohibit an active pedestrian

environment,

Downtown Precedent: ground
floor retail with a garage

SP 6.1 Encourage sublerraneen and structured porking, parking rretait v ;
maintains sidewalk interest

garages should be located to the interior of o block, where feosible.

SP 6.2 Incorporate space for retail and pedestrian-oriented uses
along the street level facade of a parking garage, especially where .
pedestrian activity is most desired; parking garages should provide )
visual interest along the street;

SP 6.3 Sie surfoce parking lots behind buildings or interior to a biock,
not to the front and preferably not to the side of o building in relation

street corner.

e . e o

L ‘ . Downtown Precedent: canpy
SP é.4 Minimize the number of curb cuts and access points to parking trees shade parking lots and

from the street; curb cuts shauld be consclidated and p.‘mced‘ at mid- reduce their visual impact
block, or provide olley access to service and parking, where feasible.

SP &.5 Screen views of automobiles from public view and adjacent
sensitive lond uses, including adequale screening for parking garages;
dense planting is often an effective screen for surface parking.

SP 6.6 Direct parking iot lighting awoay from adjocent properies, and
use pedestrian-scaled fixtures that emit o warm flight.

SP 6.7 Use landscaping to minimize the expansiveness of surface

parking lots; shade surface parking and reduce heat build-up with
rows of mature canopy frees.

» Public Character: A street should readily communicate that it is public
space.

e Integrated Planning: A site should suppert the functional and visual
integration of on-site facilitics and uscs,

Central District Specific Plan
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Guideline SP 7

Intent

Recommendations

Citywide
Design Criteria

District-wide Guidelines: Site Planning

Make Service Facilities Unobtrusive

The siling of necessary building elements such as service access

. and mechanieal equipment should be given careful consideration.

Often, poor planning and siling of these elements creates unsightly
conditions that interrupt satisfactory public views. Planning in the
carly stages of development should consider the placement of
service facilities and their effects on the public environment.

SP 7.1 Consider service facililies as an infegra! port of the site plan;
oveid siting service areas and mechanicol equipment as an
ofterthought.

SP 7.2 locote service, loading, and storage arecs away from public
streefs and public spaces, as for as feasihle,

SP 7.3 Restrict service, locding, and storage areas from direcily facing
public streets, residential neighborhoods, or other important civic
spaces; where possible, take service access aleng an alley.

SP 7.4 Buffer adjacent sensilive land uses from the undesirable
impacts of service facilities; use landscape or cohesive architectural
{freatment fo screen service access and facilities.

5P 7.5 Screen roof-mounted mechanical equipment from public view

and lacate it away from the street edge; reference the Citywide Design
Guidelines for Screening of Rooftap Equipment.

¢ Publie Character: A strect should readily communicate that it is public
space.

» Integrated Planning: A site should support the functional and visual
integralion of on-sile facilities and uses.

Central District Specific Plan

Dowrntown Precedent: the rear
ofﬂie buil'ding provides aCcess
to a sereened service area

Discouraged: vistble irash,
service and parking areas
detract from the streel
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Guideline BD 1

Intent

Recommendations

Citywide
Design Criteria

District-wide Guidelines: Building Design ;

8D 1.2 Integrate new development with its surroundings. emphasizing

Respect Surrounding Character

Contemporary ways of building can potentially create visual
conflicts with elder buildings due to differences in scale, massing,
and degrees of articulation. On the other hand, new buildings are
occasionally clothed in exteriors that mimic past architectural styles.
This nostalgic misrepresentation confuses the relationship between
buildings over time, devaluing and questioning the authentieity of

true historic structures, Pasadena emphasizes the nation of
historical continuity — the relationship of built structures over time.
This relationship expresses diversity within a coherent whole,

Downtawn Precedent: scale

and massing of new buildings
reinforcing the unique and evolving historical and cultural character relate to historic structures

of the City.

BD 1.1 Design visually attrective buildings that odd richness ond
variely to the Downfown envirenment, incivding creative contemporary
architectural solutions.

functional and visual continuity while admitting individua! expression.

‘ _l' y . -
RD 1.3 Fstablish a harmonious transition between newer and older P I
buildings; compatible design should respect the scale, massing and owntown B recareitt, dosian

o elements and materials respect
materiais of adjocent buildings and landscape. P

historic surroundings

BD 1.4 Complement the urchitectural character of an gdjocent historic
building or rea; howsver, imitafion of historical styles is discouraged.

BD 1.5 Avoid mimicry of historical archifectural styles; new buildings
should not appear io have been consiructed during o past era, and
references to period architecture should be interpreted in a
centemporary manner.

BD 1.6 Discourage excessive and overly grotuitous ornamentation
thot detracts from the visual clarity of Downtown’s histeric archifecture.

BD 1.7 Employ design strategies and incorporate architeciural
elements thai reinforce Downtown’s unique qualities; in parficular,
Downtown’s best building’s tend to support an active street life.

o Contextual Fit: A buil(ling should fit with ils :iurruurlding:-‘».

® Three-Dimeusional Quality: A building should add interest and variety
to its surroundings.

Central District Specific Plan
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Guideline BD 2

Intent

Recommendations

Citywide
Design Criteria

District-wide Guidelines: Building Design

Mitigate Massing and Bulk

Targe, monolithie buildings negate the qualﬁics particular to the
Central District. Al their worst, these huildings make Downtown a
less humane place. The proper consideration of the scale, massing
and detail of individual buildings will contribute te a coherent
streetscape and satisfying publie environment,

BD 2.1 Design building volumes fo mainfain o compatible scale with
their surroundings; in general, break down the scale ond massing of
lorger buildings.

BD 2.2 Rely on building massing and orientation to place strong
visual emphasis on the streef and other imporfant ¢ivic spaces.

BD2.3 Empioy strong building forms such as towers to demarcate

impartant gateways, intersections, ond streef corners; strong corner

" massing cen function as the visual onchor for a block.

BD 2.4 Employ simple, yet varied masses, ond emphasize deep
openings thot create shadow lines and provide visual refief,
discourage monalithic vertical exirusions of o maximum building
footprint,

BD 2.5 Use articuiated sub-volumes os o fransition in size fo adjocent
historic or residential structures that are smaller in scale.

BD 2.6 Vary three dimensional character os a building rises skyward,;
in general, differentiote between the base, middle and top levels of a
building.

BC 2.7 Emphasize the horizontal dimension fo make a tall building
appear less overwhelming.

+ Contextuzl Fit: A building should fit with its surrourndings.

e Three-Dimensional Quality: A building should add interest and variety
to its surroundings.

Central District Specific Plan

TR

Downtown Precedent: simple,
varied massing orients to the
street and provides visual relief

Datt;;;law;x Precedent:
buildings traditionally express
a base, middle, and top

Discouraged: unarticulated,
monolithic buildings negate the
sireet and a rich design history
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Guideline BD 3

Intent

Recommendations

Citywide
Design Criteria

| pleasing set of proportions; a building should exhibit a sense of order.

District-wide Guidelines: Building Design

Unify and Articulate Building Facades ~

Ultimately, all buildings need to make a positive contribution to the
architectural heritage of Pasadena. A set of responsive, regulating
proportions wil! contribute to a coherent building design and
promote architectural unity within the Downtown. Proper
arliculation of a building’s facade will add to the richness and

variety of Downtown archilecture. :
Dewntown Precedent: facade

rhythms and patterns create

8D 3.1 Establish a building’s overcl! oppecrarnice on o cleor and visual harmony

8D 3.2 Utilize a hierarchy of verical and horizontal expression;
facade articulation should reflect changes in building form.

BD 3.3 Respond io the regulating lines and rhythms of adjacent
buildings that also support o street-oriented eavironment; regulating
lines and rhythms include verfical ond horizonlel paflerns as expressed
by cornice lines, belt lines, daors, and windows.

Downtown Precedent: fucades
BD 3.4 Use regulating iines to promote contextual harmaony, solidify exhibit pleasing proportions
the relationship between new and old buildings, und lead ihe eye and three-dimensional quality

down the sireet.

BD 3.5 Provide g clear pattern of building openings; fenestration
should unify a building’s street wall and odd considerably to o
facade’s three-dimensional quality.

BC 3.6 Avoid uninterrupted blank wall surfaces aleng olf building
facades; the use of opaque and highly reflective gloss is also
discouraged.

8D 3.7 Encourage the use of recessed windows that create shodow
lines and suggest solidity.

Downtown Precedent: clear
expressions of design intent
offer visual appeal

o Three-Dimensional Quality: A building should add interest and variety
to its surroundings.

¢ Human Seale: A building should contribute to a more pleasant and
humane living environment.

Central District Specific Plan
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Guideline B 4

Intent

Recommendations

Citywide
Design Criteria

PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES o

District-wide Guidelines: Building Design

Activate the Street Edge

Accommodating public use at the ground floor is eritical to a socially
and visually stimulating Downtown, and sirect level facades offer the
greatest opportunity to support pedestrian activity. Multiple
storefronts, shop entrances, and activitics enliven the street, sustain
attention, and provide a safe pedestrian envirenment. Gencrous

! windows placed at the ground floor give prople inside a knowledge
P : 8 &

of those on the streer, and the people on the sireet gain an awareness
of the activity inside. This phenomenon is commonly referred 1o as
“cyes on the street,” and supports an active day and night strect
environment.

BD 4.1 Promote aclive, pedestrian-oriented uses with a high degree of
transparency along the street; uses should be readily discerncble to
the passerby.

BD 4.2 Design buildings fo encourage multi-tenant occupancy ond
walk-in traffic at the street level; as for os feasible, uses which have
little need for walk-in fraffic should be discouraged from street-front
locations.

BD 4.3 Encourage o frequent cadence of storefront entrances along
streets where a pedestrion-oriented environment is especially desired,

' BD 4.4 Discourage grade sepcrations between sidewalks and ground
- floor commercial uses.

BD 4.5 Rely on shop windows ond enfrances to animate the street and
sustain attention; provide generous street-level windows and
encourage storefronts that are predominanily transparent glass.

BD 4.6 Restrict the use of reflective, opaque, and highly tinted glass,
especiolly at sireet level; storefront doors also fend to be more inviting
when they are transparent glass.

¢ Sidewalk Activity: A strect should be an active and engaging place.

e Visual Transparency: A building should offer helpful cues about its
access and use.

Central District Specific Plan

s T i
Downtown Precedent: shop
entrances and large storefront

windows animuate the stree!

Downtown Frecedent:
transparent glass windows
dominate storefront fucades

Downtown Precedent: retail
entrances meet the sidewalk at
grade
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Guideline BD 5

Intent

Recommendations

Citywide
Design Criteria

, storefront entrance to a street level shop. The differences in use

District-wide Guidelines: Building Design

Demarcate Building Entrances

Buildings should offer helpful cues to their access and use. A main
lobby entrance to a building serves a different purpose than 2

should be accentuated in their design. Main entrances that are
casily distinguishable pravide comfort and ease for the pedestrian
searching for their destination. Prominent entrances also add
character, identity, and interest along the strect.

BD 5.1 Provide weil-marked, articulated building entrances orfiented to Downtown Precedent: « main

streets and public space. building entrance accentuutes
the street elevation

BD 5.2 Orient main building entrances fo directly foce the streel;

buildings that front multiple sfreets should provide ¢ main entrance

along each streef.

BD 5.3 Relate the size and scale of a main building entrance fo the
averall width and height of the building and its ground floer “base.”

BD 5.4 Accentuate the entrance(s) o o building’s main lobby or
interior office space; these main building entrances should be
prominent in terms of size, articulction, and use of materials.

Denentown Precedent: main
building entrances differ in’
where feasible. appeararce from shop eniries

BD 5.5 Consider placing the main buiiding entrance ot o sireet carney,
BD 5.6 Differentiote a main building entrance from storefront
entronces info sireet leve! businesses.

BD 5.7 Encourage the use of highly crafted materials or civic art
pieces to occentuate the appeorance of entronces.

o Public Character: A street should readily communicate that it is publie

space.

e Visual Transparency: A building should offer helpful cues about its
acecess and use.

Central District Specific Plan
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Guideline BD 6

Intent

Recommendations

District-wide Guidelines: Building Design

Encourage High-Quality Construction

Pasadena’s architectural heritage is extraordinary among local
communities and new buildings should continue this tradition,
Therefore, it is imperative that all buildings are constructed as a
long-term addition to the urban fabric. A well-built structure adds
value to the Central District. Tt contributes lo the stock of well-
crafted buildings, and communicates the significance and enduring
quality of the place.

BD 6.1 Consider each building os o high-quality, long-term addition
ta Downtown; exerior design and building materials should exhibit
permanence and quality appropriate o an urban seting.

BD 6.2 Use materials, colors, and defails to unify a building’s

- appearance; buildings and structures should be built of compatible

Citywide
Design Criteria

materials on all sides.

BD 6.3 Design architecfura! features that are an infegral part of the
building, and discourage ornamentation and feclures that appear
“tacked-on” or artificially thin; this applies to balconies, canopies and
awnings, as well as exposed rafiers and beams, meldings,
downspouts, scuppers, efc.

BD 6.4 Employ especially durable and high-qualily materiols of the
street level, encouraging those materials that show permanence and
quality, minimize meintenance concemns, and exiend the life of the
building; examples of appropriate building moterials for use ct the
street level include: stone, terra-cotta or tile, metal, brick and
transparent glass,

BD 6.5 Avoid the use of applied foam ornamentation and EIFS
(Exterior Insulation & Finish System) on exposed, ground level
locations; in addition, through-the-wall vents should not be placed on
primary elevalions.

BD &.6 Limit the number of materials and colors used on the exterior
of an individual building so thot there is visual simplicify and harmony;
intense color should be used only as an accent or os part of @
carefully executed end balonced color scheme.

» Contextual Fit: A building should fit with its surroundings.

» Human-scale: A building should contribute to a more pleasant and
humane living environment.

Central District Specific Plan

Downtown Precedent: guality
materials express that buildings
are a long term civie investment

Downtown Precedent: awnings
fit with the architecture

Examples of high quality
material and detailing for
general application include:

® Pluster cement walls with
extruded channel reveals and
smooth-troweled surfaces.

® Extruded metal framing for
storefronts.,

® Concealed downspouts
threaded through interior
walls; if exposed,
downspounts that are an
approprigie size and gouge
for the scale of the building.

® Heavy-guage metal or tile
cuppers on baleonies.
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Guideline BD 7

Internt

Recommendations

Citywide
Design Criteria

District-wide Guidelines: Building Design

Emphasize Human-Scale Design

The individual interacts with the street level of a building in an
intimate fushion, and this is likely to influence our perception of the
entire place. If emphasis is placed on the human-scale, buildings
will communicate that IJowntown is an inviting and pleasant living
environment. Rich visual details at the street level add interest and
character to the facade, setling the stage for an active street

environment and reinforcing pedestrian comlort.

~BD 7.1 Distinguish the ground level of a building from the upper
| levels of @ building, especially where a building orients to the street

and/or defines public spoce.

BD 7.2 Establish o rhythm of veriical elements elong the street-leve!
facude; for instance, the regular cadence of disploy windows and shop
entrances enhances the pedestrian experience.

BD 7.3 Use design elements such os separate slerefronts, display
windows, shop entrances, exterior light fixlures, awnings and
overhangs to odd interest and give o human dimension fo street-level
puilding facades,

BD 7.4 Give greater attenfion to delail af the street level of o building
fo sotisfy the pedestrian; emphasize defails that modulate the light and
provide evidence of arfistry and croft.

BD 7.5 Show creativity and individual expression in the design of
storefronts, and encourage shop windows that revea! multi-loyered
displays and shifting patterns of activity.

BD 7.6 Provide overhead cover along the sidewalk for pedestrian
comfort, especially where there are few mature street frees; canopies
and awnings are encouraged.

BD 7.7 Size exterior light fixtures, canopies ond awnings to the scale
of the building and sidewalk.

» Three-Dimensional Quality: A building should add interest and variety

Lo 1ts surroundings,

¢ Human-scale: A building should contribute to a more pleasant and
humane living environment.

Central District Specific Plan

3

Downtown Precedent: street-
level shops read differently
Jrom upper storics

Dowrntown Precedent: frequent
ShOP ‘HJETI(I()M’S rh}rt h"”’{,‘(ll!}'
sp(rccd create visual interest

Downtown Precedent: visual
details add richness to the
street level facade
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Guideline BD 8

Intent

Recommendations

Citywide
Destgn Criteria

District-wide Guidelines: Building Design

Design Roof Silhouettes

A building’s silhouette can provide a memorable image. As an
important [eature of the building, the rooftop should be interesting in
form, complement the building, and favorably add to Dewntown’s
skyline. Often, however, rooflop equipment and other important
components are not considered in the design, and have a negative
visua! impact on the building. This equipment can be so large as to
draw attention 1o itself, or the sereening devices can be so extensive
that they alter the mass of the building.

BD 8.1 Express roofs in a visually interesting manner that
complements the compasition of the building ond the surrounding

areq; sculpted roof forms are encouraged. Downtown Precedent: historic
buildings often display a
BD 8.2 Emplay high quality roofing material for roofs that are visible distinetive cornice

from the street and other public spaces.

BD 8.3 Use g strong, affractively detailed cornice or parapet in
conjuncfion with a flat roof.

BD 8.4 Design roof silhouettes that are orderdy and attractive;
mechanical penihouses and stair towers should appear as infegrated
forms, and should be cled with materials complementing the main

body of the building.

BD 8.5 Locate and/cr screen rooftop equipment so thot it is not visible
from sfreets and other public spoces, including alleys; use methods of
rooftop screening that are integrol to the building’s form,

Downtown Precedant: roof
forms complement the building
composition

BD 8.6 Give consideration to potential views of the rooftop from
adjacent buildings.

e Contextual Fit: A building sheuld fit with its surroundings.

e Three-Dimensional QQuality: A building should add interest and variety
to its surroundings.

Central District Specific Plan
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District-wide Guidelines: Building Design

Guideline BD 9 | Require Compatible Parking Structures

Intent | Parking structures tend to be lurge and monolithic, detracting from
the appearance of the sireet and deadening the sidewalk. Ideally,
parking structures will be located to the interior of a block with
minimal visual impact, but this may not always prove possihle.
Parking structures that front on the street must take special care to
fit with the urbun fabric; massing, scale, and facade articulation
should respond to surrounding buildings and provide three- Downtown Precedont: garage

dimensional interest. design responds to the area's
scale and articulation

— Recommendations | BD 9.1 Design parking structures thof are compatiible with, buf not .
necessarily indistinguishable from, adjocent buildings and their
surrcundings in terms of scale, massing, and materiols; in parficular,
the height of a parking structure should not exceed the height of the
principal building it serves.

BD 9.2 Minimize the presence of large, blank wails; achieve o
~ balance of salids (wall) and voids {openings) arranged to complement
neighboring struciures.

BD 9.3 Provide architectural screens and/or a rhythm of window-like Downtown Precedeni: Fucade

punched openings arranged so as fo arficulaie the facade, hide treatment screens vehicles and

parked vehicles, and shield lighting.

pruvidc.s visual tnterest

BD 9.4 Ensure that ground floor parking is entirely screened from
public view, and preferably, that the ground floor integrates active uses
along the sidewalk. ‘

BD 9.5 Locate vehicular ramps within the structure so that they are not
readily visible fram the street.

BD 9.6 Make sure that pedestrian enivies fo the parking structure are
clearly articulated, and that stairwells and elevators may be identified.

Citywide | ¢ Contextual Fit: A building should fit with its surroundings.
Design Criteria
¢ Three-Dimensional Quality: A building should add interest and variety
Lo its surroundings.

% | Central District Specific Plan



section 9 PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES -

District-wide Guidelines: Urban Residential

2

Guideline UR I | Respect Urban Development Patterns

Intent | Residential buildings should add to the character and quality of the
Downtown community. This begins with a strong relationship
between the building and the street; strect-oriented development
will support compatibility among an active mixture of Downtown
uses. Nonetheless, urban housing mus! provide for minimum levels
of privacy required of any living environment. A layered transition

from pub]ic to private space 1s critical. Deowntown Precedent: urban
housing places strong visual
emphasis on the street

Recommendations | UR 1.1 Discourage infernally focused residential developments;
residential buildings should create a consistent urban street wall that
defines the street edge, including street elevations that ore especially
visible and atfractive.

UR 1.2 Limif breaks in the building street wall o those necessary fo
accommodate vehicular and pedestrian access, or to establish g visual
connection with communal open space araas.

UR 1.3 Employ simple ond strong, yet varied massing, thot places
strong visual emphasis on the sireet; arficulated sub-volumes and
horizontal regulating lines should provide a visual transition to
‘ adjacent struchures that are smalier in scale. _
UR 1.4 Alter roof form and height to complement a residential f;ﬁ::i;’f,f:ff;‘:j}"fh:‘}ff::s
building’s mass and articulation. above street-oriented retail

UR 1.5 Minimize setbacks from the sidewalk while moinfaining privacy
for residential uses.

UR 1.6 Provide a shallow setback ard @ minor grade separation

— between the first floor and sidewalk where residential uses occupy the
ground floor; this will promote privacy and also accommodate entry
porches and sioops.

UR 1.7 Build ot or near the edge of the sidewalk and restrict grade

separafions where commercial uses occupy the ground floor of an

otherwise residential building. Downtoron Pracedent: minor
grade separations protect

i . . .
‘ residential privacy

. . I . _
Citywide * » Spatial Definition: A street should read as well-defined space.
Design Criteria
+ Contextual Fit: A building should fit with its surroundings.

. Central District Specific Plan




PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES

Section ¢

Guideline UR 2

Intent

Recommendations

Citywide
Design Criteria

District-wide Guidelines: Urban Residential

Create Appealing Street Scenes

Streets throughout Downtown should be sociable places that offer a
sense of sceurity, and residential building projects should make a
positive contribution to the life of the street. Porches and stoops will
communicate a sense of arrival and allow opportunities for informal
social interaction; buleonies and windows animale the street and
create a seli-policing environment,

UR 2.1 Vary residential building plans and focades to avoid monctony

- and create identity from building to building, os well as add interest to

the street.

"UR 2.2 Provide multiple residential building entrances that activate

and are orienfed to the street.

UR 2.3 Provide entry porches and stoops as a transifional space
between the public sidewalk and residential building and/or dwelling
entrances; porches and stoops should not encroach upon a public
sidewalk.

UR 2.4 Incorporofe upper floor balconies, bays, and windaws that
overlook the sireel, enliven the street elevation, and communicate the
residentiol function of the building.

UR 2.5 Moke ground floor commercial uses visually disfinct from the
residentiol space above; residentiol entrances should read differently
from entrances to ground floor commercial uses.

UR 2.6 Encourage the use of generous windows thot are

predominantly transparent glass for ground floor commercicl uses
within otherwise residential buildings.

o Public Character: A street should readily communicate that it is public
space.

o Three-Dimensional Quality: A building should add interest and variety
to its surroundings.

Central District Specific Plan

: e e
Downtown Precedent: entry
stoops provide a transition

Srom sidewalk to divelling

Downtown Precedent:
residential balconies overlook
the street

Downtown Precedent: ground
floor commercial uses read
distinctly from residences



Section 9

PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES

Guideline UR 3

Intent

Recommendations

Citviwide
Design Criteria

District-wide Guidelines: Urban Residential

Incorporate Functional Communal Spaces

Communal open spaces areas should be a part of all urban
residential projecls, but these spuces need to be funetional and
therefore, integrated with the overall design. Communal open
spaces are intended as spaces where residents may inleract; they
may also provide recreational opportunities that are not otherwise
conveniently found Downtown. Outdeor furnishings, reereational
facilities, and other site amenities, coupled with attractive planting
and landscape design will make communal space domestic, inviting,

and useable.

UR 3.1 Incorporate communal outdoor spoces with residential
projecls; locate and size these spaces so that they are functional ond
support humon occupation and use.

UR 3.2 Site communal open space so that it is centrally located;
moreover, large contiguous open space areas are generally preferoble
to o series of small, isolgied spaces.

UR 3.3 Design communal open space areas so as fo lend them the
character of oufdoor rooms; building wails, plants and other landscape
features should contribute to the containment of autdoor space.

UR 3.4 Incorporate outdoor furnishings, recreational facilities and
other community amenihies; distinguish the design of communal
spaces from private outdoor spaces.

UR 3.5 Include mature canopy trees throughout a site and within
commune! outdoor spaces fo regulote access do sun and shade.

UR 3.6 Provide a convenient system of outdoor possages that connect
residential outdoor spaces and ties these spaces to the network of
public sidewalks,

UR 3.7 Encourage ground level pedestrian passages and common
spoces with g sirong visual connection fo the street.

o Integrated Planning: A site should support the functional and visual

integration of on-site facilities and uses.

» Useable Open Spuce: A residential lot should provide useable outdoors
space,

Central District Specific Plan

'
i
¢
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g ; :
Downtown Precedent:
communal spaces include
abundant greenery

Downtown Precedent:
centrally located recreational
Sfacilities serve residents
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PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES

Guideline UR 4

Intent

Recommendations

Citywide
Desigm Criteria

District-wide Guidelines: Urban Residential

Minimize Service & Parking Impacts

The visual presence of unattractive project elements, such as trash
areas, mechanical and electrical equipment can have a negative
impact on the livability of a residential environment. In general,
these clements should not be visible from the street, on-site
communal gathering areas, ar residential dwelling units, Toresight
and proper planning will accommadate these necessities without

compromising the desirability of urban living.

LR 4.1 locote parking to reduce its visibility from streets and other
public and communal spaces; for instance, place parking below or
inferior fo the block of a residential development.

R 4.2 Minimize the amount of street frontage devoted io vehicular
gccess, and locate points of access so as fo nof dominate street
elevations; take access off of an alley, where feasible.

UR 4.3 locate and screen service areas and mechanical /electrical
equipment to reduce their visibilify from public ond communal
gathering areas; use methads of screening that are compalible with
the residentiol architecture.

UR 4.4 Provide sturdy frash enclosures constructed of opaque material

fo screen frash recepiacles; design trash enclosures for compatibility
with the residential architecture.

e Public Character: A street should readily ecommunicate that it is public
space.

« Integrated Planning: A site should support the functional and visual
integration of on-site facilities and uses.

Central District Specific Plan

Downtown Precedent: parking
gﬂrtxgeﬁfrnnl nn i drive rulher‘
than the street

how i

Downtaown Precedent:
subterranean parking
minimizes visual impacts
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PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES

Guideline UR 5

Intent

Reconlmendﬂlions

Cit ywide
Dasign Criteria

#
G

District-wide Guidelines: Urban Residential

Compose Attractive Residential Facades

Downtown housing should be visually attractive. A residential

- building should alsa clearly communicate its domestic lunction.

ell-composed building facades and intimately-scaled architectural
elements such as balconies, bay windows, and trim details add
residential character and make urban housing appealing and
comfortable for its inhabitants.

UR 5.1 Articulate residentiol building focades to unify a building’s
appearance, and add interest, scole, and three-dimensional quality;
articulafion may be provided through periodic changes in wall plane,
building material and/or color, the introduction of building
fenestrotion, or other approaches that create visual inferest and/or
shadow lines.

UR 5.2 Creale o simple, pleasing composftion that uses a commoan
vocabulary of forms, architeciural elements, and materials; continue

design elemenfs, detailing, and materials around the entire structure.

UR 5.3 Utilize windows and doors o establish scale and give

| expression fo residentic! buildings; details that contribute to o more
_intimate and domesfic appearance are encouraged.

UR 5.4 Incorporate three-dimensional design feafures, such as
baiconies and bays; windows other than bays shouid be recessed
behind the plane of the building fo creote shadow lines.

LR 5.5 Use clear or lightly finfed windew glozing, end discourage the
use of simulated muntins in favor of structural muntins (i.e. true-divided
lights); exceptions may be considered provided they are architecturally
infegrated and supporf a high-quality design. Reference the Design
Guidelines for Windows in Muiti-unit Residentiol Projects found in the

Citywide Design Principles & Criteria.

UR 5.6 Emplay high-quality, durable materials that exhibit a
permanence and qualily appropriate fo an urban selting; masonry, file,
sfucco and wood are especially suitable materials.

e Visual Appeal: A residential dwelling should be visually appealing.

e Domestic Seale: A residential dwelling should be inlimately scaled for
the use and enjoyment of its inhabitants

Central District Specific Plan

Dowrniown Precedent: highly
articulated fucades signify
residentiol function

Downtown Precedent: recessed
windows and balconies add
three-dimensional quality
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SUB-DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES

Old Pasadena Design Precedent

Central District Specific Plan

1. Street orientation

2. Retail continuity (i.e.
storefronts)

3. Compatible scale,
massing & rhythms

4. Articulated facades

5. Mid-block passage

1. Alley walkway
2. Public entrance
3. Shop windows

4. Facade details {ex.:
architectural lighting)

5. Streetscape elements

fex.: potted plants)

I. Building at sidewalk
edge

2. Frequent openings

3. Transparent shop
windows

4. Rectilinear forms

5. Human-scale elements
(ex: awnings)



Section 10 SUB=-DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES

Sub-District

Character

Street
Environment

Guideline 1: Reinforce Urban
Character

The core of Old Pasadena exhibits an urban
quality that is extraordinary in the region. New
development should extend this special sireet-
oriented characier throughout the area.

Guideline 2: Enhance Historic
Settings

An abundarnce of historie buildings lends a
distinct and exceptional charaeter to Old
Pasadena. New construction should regard
these buildings as an asset, and respond
sensilively to their presence.

Guideline 3: Build Multiple
Connections

Centers of activity sheuld be linked, including
convenient paths between parking, buildings,
and outdoor spaces. A continuous system of
sidewalks, alley walkways, and mid-block
passages will provide interesting options for
pedestrians to explore the area.

Guideline 1: Promote Active Streets
Streets and alleys in Old Pasadena serve as
much more than thoroughfares; they are highly
social places where people participate in the

life of the community. Retail continuity and
buildings that engage the street are critical to

the arca’s success,

Guideline 2: Give Pedestrians
Priority

Pedestrians are key to an active, vital place,
and their presence, safety, and comfort is
especially important to Old Pasadena.
Streetscape and alleyway amenitics and
improvements will beautify the area and create
& more pleasant pedestrian environment.

Guideline 3: Contribute to Local
1dentity

Streets and alleys should communicate that
0ld Pasadena is a unique and identifiable
place. Moreover, these improvements should
identify the area as an outstanding place to
participate in the life of the community.

t | Central District Specific Plan

Old Pasadena Design Guidelines

Recommendations:

1. Require new construction fo maintain the existing
urban, street-oriented development patlern; in addition,
buildings that contribute to the area’s historic character
should be protected ond restored.

2. Emulate existing character in terms of fhe scale and
massing; maintcin a human-scele thai defines and
activales the street.

3. Respond to the arficulation and rhythms of historic
buildings; provide highly arficuloted facodes.

4. Emphasize reuse and rehabilitation of existing
structures;: comply with the Secretary of Interior’s

Stondards.

5. Provide pedestrian passoges thet connect centers of
activity; these should be safe, comfortable, and
interesting for the public to uss, including secondary
enfrances and public amenities.

Recommendations:

1. Encourage design that accommaodates the presence
of storefronts and walk-in commercial uses along
streets, especially in Old Pasadena’s core.

2. improve streets and alleys with street trees,
pedestrian-scale lighting, street furniture, public
signage, public orf, efc.; coordinate design to creofe a
consistentf image.

2. Install a coordinated system of eavironmental
graphics such os district identification signs, directionol
signs, pedestricn-oriented direclories, efc.

4. Require streetscape elements thot are compatible
with the historic character of the areo; refain and
preserve historic stresfscape elements,

5. Refercnce the Old Pasadena Streetscapes ond Alley
Wallways Refined Concept Plan, describing a
comprehensive appraach to implementing
improvements throughout the core of Old Pasadena.



Section 10

SUB-DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES

Site Planning

Building Design

Old Pasadena Design Guidelines

Guideline 1: Hold to Sidewalk Edge
Buildings should be constructed along the
sidewalk’s edge throughout most of the area,
consistent with existing developmenl.
Undefined open space, and frequent and wide
vehicular drives must not inlerrupt the
continuity of the strect wall.

Guideline 2: Provide Mid-block
Passages

Qccasional pedestrian pascos and passages are
encouraged to break down the scale of block,

and to connect streets, alleys and interior

courts. This is especially important in
conjunction with larger developments,

Guideline 3: Encourage QOutdoor
Uses

Sites should support the enjoyment of outdoor
spacc. Well-placed furniture and kiosks will
activate plazas and courts, and outdoor dining
has proven popular throughont the area.

Guideline 1: Continue Building
Rhythms and Forms

Although Old Pasadena exhibits a wide variety
of architectural styles, consistency is evident in
architectural forms and building thythms,
These patterns establish a cohesive imnage
thronghout the arca.

Guideline 2: Generate Streetf-level
Interest
Old Pasadena’s buildings should engage the

| publie. The presence of window displays and
 human-scale design elements, such as awnings

and architectural lighting will add interest to

. street-level facades.

Guideline 3: Improve Alley Facades
Explore epportunities to create “second
storefronts” along alley walkways. The alley
walkways are an especially unusual feature of
0ld Pasadena, and visual and functional
impravements to alley fueades will extend their
use.

Central District Specific Plan

Recommendations:

1. Build ot or near the edge of the sidewolk to maintain
g consistent street woll throughout the area; this should
not preclude recessed entries or miner facade
modulations.

2. Minimize inferruptions in the sireet wall, especially
along Colorado Boulevard, where brecks shouid be
limited io those accommodating pedestian circulation.

3. Provide ouldoor spaces interior to a block so as not
fo disrupt the street wall; excepfions moy be considered
where sircef interest and continuity is maintained.

4. Plan for mid-block passages, thru-ways, and interior
spaces that connect streets and alleys,

5. Make provisions for site elements that contribute to
street life, such as outdoor dining, seatfing, efc.

Recommenduations:

1. Require buildings that are generally rectilinear in
form; limit diagonal and curvilineor farms to minor
elements that fit within o rectilinear framewark.

2. Acceniuate the ground floor of buildings; fecade
rhythms should include regular openings with
transparenf glass, and sireet-level facades should
incarporate rich visual detail.

3. Design storefronts in o manner that is sensitive to the
building’s overail cppearance; contemporary olterations
should be compatible with the distinguishing feaifures of
o building.

4. Treot alley facades in o manner thaf supporis
pedestrian vse of allayways and is consistent with
building design and compaosition; consider including
public enfrances, shop windows, architectural lighting,
awnings, efc.
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SUB-DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES S

'Civic Center / Midtown Design Precedent

Central District Specific Plan

1. Axial view to civie
landmark

2. Responsive scale &
massing

3. Articulated sub-
volumes

4. Major public outdoor
space

I. Spatially contained
courtyard

2. Indoor-outdoor
connection

3. Shade trees & lush
plantings

4, Fountain as a focal
element

1. Civic building w/

prominent entry

2. Classical model w/
clear proportions

3. High-quality, durable
materials (ex.: masonry,

terra cotta, ironwork)

4. Decorative elements
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SUB-DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES

Sub-District
Character

Street
Environmenl

Civic Center / Midtown Desigh Guidelines

Guideline 1: Respect Civic
Landmarks

Maintain a balance between monumental and
“background” buildings. In general, new
development sheuld provide a context that
highlights landmark civie buildings.

Guideline 2: Protect Views of

' Monumental Civic Buildings
Moriumental civie buildings should be viewed
| from long approaches as befits their

importance. The cross-axis that visually
connects the principal civic buildings is of
critical importance.

Guideline 3: Create Dignified Public
Spaces

Distinguish this area by the presence of major
public plazas and outdoor spaces suitable for
public gatherings. These should include
dignified spaces associated with publie
buildings and inslilutions.

Guideline 1: Promote High
Standards of Street Design

Detail streets to high standards that reflect the
civic importance of the area. Well-designed
streets speak of the value of Pasadena’s citizens
as they move about its public institutions.

Guideline 2: Reinforce the Bennett
Plan

The Bennett Plan identified grand, public
streets in keeping with the monumentality of its
building layout. Streetscape improvements
should uphold this vision.

E Guideline 3: Maintain and Extend

Historic Streetscape Elements
Wide sidewalks with decorative paving and

| broad tree lawns provide an appropriately

dignified setting for City Hall. These and other
historic elements such as historic light poles
should be maintained and influence further
streetscape improvements.

Central District Specific Plan

Recommendations

1. Respect the dominance of the principal civic
landmariks; buildings and landscape should define
streets and contain public space, creating a consistent
and unified context for these landmark buildings.

2. Protect and enhance views and view corridors
focused on monumental civic buildings, especially Cify
Haoll, the Central Library, and the Civic Auditorium; City
Hall’s dome should be the dominant element of the

skyline.

3. Establish Centenniol Square fronting City Hall as a
symbolically special pface that accommedotes important
civic events ond gotherings.

4. Preserve and resiore historic buildings and
landmiarks; refain the historic character of the property.

Recommendations

1. Use streetscape elements, including street trees,
paving and lighting fo identify and accentuate landmark
structures.

2. Plant street trees along all of the area’s strects; use
scale, form, and planting pattern fo establish o clear
higrorchy of sireefs.

3. Create grand promenades that visually strengthen
the axes of Holly Street and Garfield Avenue;
emphasize a formal planting of trees thot does not
disrupt views.

4. Maintain histaric landscape elements such as
omamental street h'gh!s, paving, and tree lawns;
streetscape improvementis should reflect the quality and
character of these historic elements.

5. Reference the Civic Center / Midtown Streetscapes
Refined Cancept Plan; streetscape improvements should
be consistent with this plan.
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SUB-DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES

Site Planning

Building Design

Civic Center / Midtown Design Guidelines

| Guideline 1: Provide a Gracious

Landscope Setting

The presence of gracious landscape spaces is
one of the defining qualitics of the Civic Center
/ Midlown ares. Significantly, these spaces
exnibit a strong relationship and comfortable
Mow between interior and exterior space.

Guideline 2: Embellish Outdoor
Spaces

Courtyards, gardens and other landscape arcas
should be embellished with year-round
greenery and floral abundance. These
elements present a gracious quality and are
evocative of the Tournament of Roses Parade.

Guideline 3: Penetrate Blocks for
Visual Connections

Building massing should allow visual access to
civie buildings and public spaces, Pericdic
penetrations of the street wall will build
physical and visual conneetions.

Guideline 1: Achieve Design
Coherence

There should he a strong visual relationship
between structures in the area, an expression of
unity appropriate o a civic center.  Clear
proportions and materials thal relate to
adjacent buildings will help achicve this goal.

Guideline 2: Communicate Building
Function

Ruildings in the area accommodate
commercial, residential or institutional uses,
and these should be distinguished through
their built form. In particular, public
institutions should be readily identifiable.

Guideline 3: Build to the Highest
Standards

" The highest level of crafismanship is expected

of all buildings in the Civie Center / Midtown
arca. tligh quality design and eonstroction
acknowledges hoth the architectural heritage
and civic importance of the area.

Central District Specific Plan

Recommendations:

1. Emphasize an elegani, simple landscape design
vocabulary.

2. Eslablish strong physical and visual connections
between indocr and cutdoor space, and between
adjacent outdoor spaces.

3. Encourage the presence of shode irees, {ush
plontings, warm materials, and fountains in oufdoor
spaces; fountains are an especially idendificble element
within the Civic Cenfer / Midtown area.

4. Use epen-cir passages and block penetrations o
braakdown building mass and establish visual
connections; openings shouid not compromise the
containment of streeis and cutdoor spoce.

Recommendations:

1. Match the permanence and quality of civic buildings
in the areq; buildings should be designed and built as
long-ferm additions to the orea.

2. Respect the architectural design of histaric buildings
and protect the monumeniality of landmerk civic
buildings; limit the scale and massing of larger buildings
by employing ariiculated sub-volumes.

3. Use the palette of materials and colors currentiy
found in the area; masonry (nan-brick), stucco, colared
concrete, and lile decorative elements are prominent
maferials, and the use of intense colors should ke
severely limited.

4. Maintain stylistic unity for civic buildings, drawing
inspiration from classical halion and Spanish models;
this should not prevent confemporary inferpretations
responsive o the Southern California environment.



Section 10
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Pasadena Playhouse Design Precedent

1. Intimate scale along
Green Street (ex: 1-2
stories)

2. Walk-in commercial

3. Visnal detail {ex.:
window display)

4. Mature street trees w/
shady canopy

1. Off-street paseo

2. Adjacent commercial
activity

3. Indoor-vutdoor
Lransition

4. Parking to rear

1. Building orients to
Colorado Blud.

2. Street-level activity
(ex.: newstand)

3. Contemporary design

4. Multiple facade
openings
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SUB-DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES

Sub-District

Character

Street
Environment

Pasadena Playhouse Design Guidelines

' Guideline 1: Reinforce the Arts

Identity

Support the arts inclusive programming eoncept
for the Pasadena Playhouse area. The area
should function as an attractive and animated
center for arts and culture, both day and night.

Guideline 2: Infill Underutilized
Parcels

There are a number of underutilized parcels
and suface parking lots that detract from the
appearance of the area. Rely on infill
development to create a street-oriented
environment that encourages sidewalk activity.

Guideline 3: Emphasize Public Art
A multi-disciplinary arts community offers an

t exceptional opportunity 1o pursue a widespread

public arts program. Public art should
permeate the arca, enriching and
complementing arts activities in the area.

Guideline 1: Enhance Streets and
Alleys

Streetscape enhancements should unify the
area, build identity and improve the pedoestrian
expetience. Comforlable street furniture,
lighting, and other amenities encourage
walking, strolling and lingering.

Guideline 2: Establish a Public
Signage Program

* A unified program of public signage will add
identity and direct visitors throughout the area.

Public signage may include pedestrian- and
vehicular-oriented identification and
directional signs and banners.

Guideline 3: Maintain Green
Street’s Intimacy

Green Street features a special pedestrian-
oriented scale and eharacter, and a
concentration of historie structures that should
be preserved. The exisling street trees wdd
imimeasurably to its charm.

Central District Specific Plan

Recommendations:

1. Support designs that provide for arts, ants-related,
entertainment and retailing activities, especially at the
street-level.

2. Encourage infill developments thot close gops in the
street wall, and provide for pedesirian-criented uses
along streets and public spaces.

3. Promote artist / designer collaborations; public art
instellations should animale the area as o part of all
public and private developments.

4. Ensure public access o artworks and encourage @
variety of media, including murals, banners, mosaics,
sculpture, kinetic or electronic ort, or other arf-forms.

5. locate public art to draw visitars through the area
and/or create points of inferest.

Recommendations;

!. Improve streets and olleys in accordance with the
Pausadena Playhouse District Concept Plan for
Streetscapes, Walkways & Alleys.

2. Intreduce streetscape elements that distinguish fhe
creq; orfisk-designed streeiscope elements are
encouroged, for instance street banners, site markers,
bus stops, sidewalk paving patterns, efc.

3. Protect the infimote scale along Green Street; build
g continuous frontage oriented 1o the street with
frequent entries.

4. Mainiain the sireet frees along Green Street; o
scheduled pruning program fo thin out the canopy is
recommended.
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SUB-DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES

Site Planning

Building Design

Pasadena Playhouse Design Guidelines

Guideline 1: Build Intensity Aleng
Colorado Boulevard

Develop more iniensely along Colorado
Boulevard to generate activity and establish its
preeminence. The scale of development should
not overwhelm the street, but it will elearly be
denser than Green and Union Streets,

Guideline 2: Reduce Parking’s
Visual Presence

| A pedestrian-oriented streetseape demands that

parking’s visual presence is minimized. This is
especially important along Colorade Boulevard
and Green Street.

Guideline 3: Introduce Courtyards
and Passages

Construct a network of creative and inviting
outdoor spaces that includes intimate courts
and passages. Penetrate blocks to provide
enclosed places that are memorable and
pleasing to occupy.

Guideline 1: Support Progressive
Design

Sophtsticated, progressive designs will
communicate the arts and cultural identity of
the area. These will also build upon the Sub-
distriet’s unique design eclecticism.

Guideline 2: Reference Historic
Structures

Although contemporary design solutions are
encouraged, significant and noteworthy
buildings in the area have qualities worthy of
emulation. The scale, massing, and degree of
facade articulation of new structures should be
respectiul of historical buildings.

Guideline 3: Add Rich Visual Detail
An amiable pedestrian character requires
buildings with human-scale design elements
and decarative detail that modulate the Light
and invite atleution. Nonetheless, details must
provide evidence of artistry and eraftsmanship.

=% . Central District Specific Plan

Recommendations:

1. Concentrate development along Colorado
Boulevard to sufficiently establish the street as the focus
of the areq; orient buildings and enfrances to this street.

2. Redevelop parking lois with activity generafing uses
along the street edge; encourage struciured and/or
subterranean parking and mitigate parking’s visibility
oiong pubiic streets.

3. Situate building volumes to clearly define, cannect,
and aclivate cuidoor courts ond passoges; in general,
outdoor spaces should be intimate, confained spaces,
and function as an exfension of interior spoce.

4. Esfoblish visual ond physical connections between
sfreets, alleys, courts, and outdoor spaces; provide mid-
block and off-streef paseas and walks.

Recommendations:

I. Demand a high level of design excellence that is
appropriate fo an arts-oriented district; variety within the
context of @ street-oriented development pattern is
encouragad.

2. Provide for contemporary, progressive and innovalive
design throughcut the areq; designs should respect their
confext, but not mimic historic styfes.

3. Respect the scale, massing, and articulation of
adjacent historic buildings; massing should nof
overwhelm or diminish historic siructures.

4. Avoid large, featureless building surfaces, especially
along the street and outdoor passages; expansive
ground floor windows with interesting displays and
special detail af entrances are recommended.
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Lake Avenue Design Precedent

1. Ground floor walk-in
commercial use (ex.:

caffee shop)
2. Upper floor office

3. Outdoor dining

4. Street wall w/window
openings

1. Street trees along Lake
Avenue

2. Coordinuated sidewalk
furniture

3. Attractive landscape
median

4. Continuous retail
Jrontage

1. Individual expression
ofsmrnfrnnt

2. Simple, rectangular
massing

3. Uneluttered facade

4. Expansive storefront
windows

Central District Specific Plan
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SUB-DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES

Sub-District
Character

Street
Environment

Lake Avenue Design Guidelines

Guidelinel: Unify the Area

Lake Avenue should present a distinet identity
as one of Downtown’s main commercial
corridors. In particular, continuous ground
floor retail will unify its image as a healthy and
active pedestrian-oriented commercial street.

Guideline 2: Highlight Colorado a?
Lake

The intersection of Colorade Boulevard and
Lake Avenue is one of the most significant
Downtown. Design strategies should highlight
this as a special and especially vibrant place.

Guideline 3: Protect Adjacent
Neighborhoods

Fxlensive residential areas border the Sub-
distriet along Hudson and Mentor Avenues.
New development should be scnsitive to the

! presence of these neighberhoods, respecting

their low 1o mid-rise character.

Guideline 1: Maintain Existing
Enhancements

A considerable investment in streetscape
amenilies greatly adds 1o the pleasurc of
walking and shopping along South Lake
Avenue. Mainlain and as appropriale augment
these improvements,

Guideline 2: Extend Streetscape
Improvements

A high Ievel of streetscape amenity should be
pl‘Ov]‘rfed Ell(mg the entire ]engih of Lake
Avenue. There is a particular need to extend
improvements narth of Green Street although
the design expression may differ {rom that
south of Green Street.

Guideline 3: Identify Key
Intersections
Mark key intersections along Lake Avenue 1o

. orient visitors and celebrate the place. Special

paving, landscape, signage, and publie art al
important nedes will add ta the quality and
identity of the street.

Central District Specific Plan
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Recommendations:

1. Encourage retail continuity to improve the pedestrian
experience along Lake Avenue; provide for walk-in
commercial uses along the sidewalk, including the
ground fizor frontage of office buildings.

2. Mark the infersection ot Calorado Boulevard and
Lake Avenue with identifiable building forms; strong
corner massing with ground floor retail is recommended,
os well as speciol freatment of the intersection.

3. Reduce scale and massing adjacent residential areas
along Hudson and Menfor Avenues, ond direct
commercial activity and service functions away from
these slreets,

4. Screen residential uses from parking fucilities and
their impacts; emphosize the use of landscape tuffers
adjocent parking structures and lots.

Recommendations:

1. Provide sireefscope amenifies along Loke Avenue
north of Green Streef; o consistent sireet free planting is
especially imporfant.

2. Differ the streetscape design vocabulary along Lake
Avenue north of Green Streef, where office buildings
dominate; for inslance, streef free plenting should be of
g stature and formality oppropriate to the scale ond
funcfion of this stretch of the corridor.

3. Make @ strong, monumental entry stetement ot the
northern limit of the District.

4. Consider opportunities for more intense pedestrian
use of the traffic islands af the infersection of Lake
Avenue and Del Mar Boulevard; nonetheless, the
treatment should be highly identifioble with public art as
a major component.

5. Delineate crosswalks with special paving to
communicate that pedestrians are important.
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SUB-DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES

Site Planning

Building Design

Lake Avenue Design Guidelines

Guideline 1: Focus Development
Along Main Corridors

Because Lake Avenue and Colorado Boulevard
are Downlown’s most important commercial
corridors, development along these streets
should reflect their imporlance. Orient
buildings along Lake and Colorado, and away
from nearby residential areas.

Guideline 2: Build Street Continvity
An active commercial street relies on a
consistent street-oriented frontage that draws
pedestrians down the sidewalk. Therefore,
minimize breaks in the building street wall.

Guideline 3: Include Qutdoor Rooms
Outdoor rooms should become a more
distinctive component of the Sub-district. In
particular, provide spaces that further serve
pedestrian comfort and mobility, fur instance,
gracious pathways that connect street,
buildings and parking facilitics.

Guideline 1: Promote Visual
Harmony

Visual harmony and a sense of place may be
H(:lliﬂ\fﬂd l)y elIlI)hﬂS]‘Z‘ll’lg ‘l}](‘, Silll[)liﬂil)’ and
clarity that is characteristic of many buildings
along Lake Avenue (including late Moderne
and International Siyle precedents). New

construction should focus on these qualities.

Guideline 2: Express Individual
Storefronts

A variety of storefronts adds richness and
vitality to the street, and therefore, individual
shops should be expressed. Transparent
windows simply and effectively add three-
dimensional interest; awnings and signage may
also differentiate storefronts.

Guideline 3: Emphasize Quality
Detailing

Many regard Lake Avenne as a high-end
commercial street, suggesting quality detailing
compatible with an uncluttered design motif.
Use attractive and durable materials.

Cenfral District Specific Plan

Recommendations:

1. Build ot or near the sidewalk along the length of
Lake Avenue, as well as Colorado Boulevord, to
esfoblish o consistent street wall.

2. Qrient main enironces toward Lake Avenue and
Colarado Boulevard, with corner eniries permissible at
street infersechons.

3. Restrict parking and service facilities from fronting on
Lake Avenue and Colorado Boulevard.

4. Incorporate well-defined outdoor space with larger
developmant projects; these may function as o
comfortable transition between the building and fhe
street, or serve as o connection to rear parking.

5. Allow entry forecourts in conjunction with larger
office buildings; their size and dimension sheuld create
only a minor incident in the street wall.

Recommendations:

. Encourage contemporary design solutions; building
focades should have a simple, uncluttered and
harmonicus appearonce.

2. Employ simple, bold massing and emphasize
reciangular forms.

3. Use horizoniol regulating lines o establish a visual
relationship between adjacent buildings, including
buildings that differ in scale.

4. Incorporate high-qualify meterials and detailing;
excessive ornamentation is discouraged and the number
of materials should be limited.

5. Ariculate individual storefronts, compatibie with the
overall building design; expansive storefront windows
with engaging displays are encouraged.
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IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES

Implementation Strategy Componerﬂs

Implementation strategies cstablish a necessary link between the
community vision for Downtown, and the resources available to
achicve that vision. Tmplementation requires a coordinated program
of public and private action. It relies upon specific action by the
City of Pasadena through additional policy initiatives, regulatory
control, administrative programs, and capital investment. Public
improvements are especially critical, as they add value to the area,
and lay a foundation for future private sector investment on the part
of property owners, husiness enterprise, and other area stakeholders.
The following components describe the basic approach that the City
should take to achieve the vision and fulfill the objectives for the
Central District.

e Land-Use Implementation Strategies: This component
identilies strategies for achieving the desired distribution and
mix of land uses as presented in the Districl-wide Land Use
Concept.

o  Mobility Implementation Strategies: This component
identifics strategies [or achieving a more balanced system of
movement as described in the Disirict-wide Mobility Concept.

o Urban Design Implementation Strategies: Thia component
identifies stratcgics for achieving the desired physical design
character for the community, including streetscape and open
space network improvements as described in the District-wide
Urban Design Concept.

e Zoning Recommendations: Zoning is critical to implementing
the goals and policies of the Specific Plan, working hand-in-
hand with the design guidelines to regulate development. This
component presents a few key zoning recommendations, as well
as land use classification tables identifying permissible land
uses by Sub-districl and Precinct. Please note that this is not
inlended as a comprehensive presentation of zoning controls for
the Downtown; reference Title 17 of the Pasadena Municipal
Code (The Zoning Code).

o Summary of Impacts: A brief summary of the impacts
resulting from the implementation of key policies is included. In
particular, the mobility coneept is studied for its impact on
traffic movement Downlown and city-wide. The proposed land
use and urhan design roncepts are examined for their effects on
the economic feasibility of development projects.

Central District Specific Plan
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IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES

Poliey
Initiatives

Land Use Implementation Strategies

Specific Plan Review: Conduct a review of the Central District
Specific Plun every 5 years 10 assess progress loward implementation
of the Plan. This review shall be presented to the Planning
Commission o assess the effectiveness of Central Thstrict
development standards and guidelines, including height and
inlensily standards, in achieving the desired community vision.

Economic Development Strategy: Beyond the context of the built
environment, implementation of the Specific Plan will have long-
term economic and social impacts on the entire City. Similar to other
communities, Pasadena's Downtown represents the center of its civie,
cultural, and business activity. For this reason, any economic
development strategy for the central area must he coordinated with
city-wide economic goals. The Economic Development Element of
the General Plan is the document that sets the tone {or these
actlivilies and establishes priorities.

~Concurrent or subsequent to an update of Pasadena's Iicenomic
" Development Element, an updated strategy for the central arca

should be established. Such a strategy should include the following

! goals:

¢ Encourage businesses offering meaningful job opportunities to
locate within the Central District.

o (onsider the need to allow successful businesses to grow within

the Central District,

e  Support quality goods and services for residents, visitors and

employers.

¢ Direct development and investment toward key opportunity
sites,

¢  Strengthen revenue resources that support municipal services,

e Build on local academic, research, and cultural assets,

Central District Specific Plan
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Regulatory

Conirols

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES
Land Use Implementation Strategies

CD Zone District Boundaries: Amend the CD Zone and CD Zone
! Sub-district boundaries in accordance with the zoning
‘ recommendations contained herein,

CD Zone Land Use Regulations: Adopt land use vegnlations that
are consistent with the goals and policies of this Specific Plan und
the revised CD Zone Sub-districl houndaries to achieve the desired
land use mix within the Downlown.

. Urban Residential Standards: Fstahlish standards for higher

~density wrban housing (10 a maximum of 87 dwelling unils per acre)
within the Central District that uphold and reinforce the Urban
Residential design guidelines. These shall provide for mid-rise,
medium- o high-densily residential development that is in keeping
with the urban character of the ares. In addition, standards shall
address requirements for communal and privale open space,
including provisions for visual aceess belween the streel and on-site
communal open space,

Non-traditional Housing Standards: Establish standards for
non-lradilional housing types within the Central District. including
urban mixed-use aid work-live accommodations. Standards for
urban mixed-use projects shall provide for compatible residential
and non-residential uses on a single parvcel or within a single
building.

In-town Residential Standards: Amend the RM Zone boundaries
1o encompass the In-town Housing Sub-districl, excepl that the

" Pasadena Unified School Districd property should be assigned P3
{(Public and Semi-Publie District) Zoning. Properties shall comply
with the applicable land use regulations and developmenl slandards
and guidelines.

Master Development Plans: Support large Downtown institutions
{such as Fuller Seminary and Maylield Junior School) in the
" development and update of Master Development Plans.

2 | Central District Specific Plan
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IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES | ~

Administrative
Programs

Land Use Implementation Strategies :

Opportunity Sites Inventory [ Site Location Assistance:
Maintain a current invenlory of vacant building space and
development opportunity sites, and market these sites to prospective
oceupants and developers consistent with this Specific Plan and the
Eeonomic Development Strategy.

Marketing & Incentives Programs: Pursue various programs as
identified in the proposed economic development strategy that
support the vision of the Central District.  An effective program
should address the following:

e Assemble and coordinate marketing plans to promote Pasadena
as a place to live, work and visit.

s Outreach to existing businesses so that growth needs are
anticipated and planned for.

» Recruit targeted businesses and institulions, and dircet them
toward the most appropriate localions.

¢ Conlinue to strengthen linkages between City staff, business,
improvement distriels, local institutions, investors and real

estate professionals.

e  Track real estate availability and conduct survey work 1o gauge

local issues.

e Utilize preservation tax credits, redevelopment funds, grants,
and other public resources to leverage private investment.

e  Support efforts to grow unique retailers within Pasadena by
facilitating small business training.

e Explore ideas for special events and strengthen tics between
Downtown merchants and events in the Rose Bowl.

e Support a fair and predictable plan check process.

Business Assistance Programs: Provide organizational and

informational suppert for Downtown business associations and
Business Improvement Districts.

Central District Specific Plon
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Table 1: Land Use Implementation Strategies

& Schedule

DO 9 2 (L PLA gnd « 1 [= e
POUICY INITIATIVES;: & i i SR T ADQPTION T EEE T e (MPEEMENTATION = i
Specific Plan Review nfo review every 5 years

Econornic Development Strategy

shorf to mid-term

on-going / review every 5 years

REGULATORY CONTROLS: ADOQPTION ENFORCEMENT
CD Zone District Boundaries concurrent on-gaing
CD Zone Land Use Regulations concurrent on-going
Urban Residential Stondards concurrent on-going
Non-Traditional Housing Standaords cancurrent on-going
In-Town Residential Standards concurrent on-going
Moster Development Plans mid- to long-term on-going
ADMINISTRATIVE PROGRAMS: INITIATION OPERATION
Opportunity Site Inventery / Site Location Assistance short to mid-term on-going
Marketing & Incentive Programs short to mid-ferm an-going
Business Assistance Programs shorf to mid-term an-going

Central District Specific Plan
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IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES

Q

18

Policy
Initiatives

Regulatory
Controls

- Administrative
Programs

Mobility Implementation Strategies

CD Mobility Improvement Alternatives: Examine alternatives Lo
improve mobility in the Central Distriet and to keep traflic on multi-
modal corriders. Proposed transportation improvements should
support the objective of achieving a balanced transportation system,
and should be consistent with the updated City-wide Mobility
Element and this Specific Plan’s Mobility Concept.

Transit / ARTS Bus Planning: Continue to operate and enhance
transit routes, including those of the ARTS bus operation,
Emphasize improving connections between Downtown’s sub-
districts, and to light rail stations.

Arroyo Linkage Study: Investligate alternatives for improving the
pedestrian and bicycle connections between Downtown and the
Arroyo Seco. The study may include an examination of slreelscape,
sidewalk and crossing improvements, as well as the provision of
bicycle lanes and facilities that support this linkage. To the extent
feasible, alternatives should be coordinated with Downtown
streetscape and parks planning.

CD Parking Standards: Adopt parking standards that mect the
inten! and ure consistent with this Specific Plan’s policics and

: recommendations. In general, standards should reduce long-term

parking requirements within the €D Zone.

Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Standards: Adopt

“standards applicable to development within the TOD district.

Standards should promote non-automotive travel, including
pedestrian and bicycle use, and reduce parking requirements,
Amend the Zoning Map o reflect the new TOD boundaries.

Coordination with Regional Transit Agencies: Maintain on-
going communication with regional transit agencies to ensure proper
consideration of local transit needs in the assignment of regional bus
routes and level of service. Consider opportunities to fill gaps in the
regional service with local transit service,

Central District Specific Plan
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IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES

Capital
Investment

Mobility Implementation Strategies

CD Mobiliry Improvements: Undentake improvements consistent
with the policics und recommendations of the City-wide Mobility
Element, and the review of CD Mobility Improvement Alternatives.

ARTS Bus Expansion: Fund expansion of the ARTS bus operations
in accordance with the policies and recommendations of the City-
wide Mobility Element and on-going Transit / ARTS bus planning.

Arroyo Linkage Improvements: Undertake pedestrian and bicycle
mobility improvements in accordance with the most suitable
aliernative(s} for improving connections between Downtown and
Arroyo Seco.

Central District Specific Plan
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Table 2: Mobility Implementation Strategies
& Schedule

DOWNTOWN ACTION PLAN: Mobility Implementation Strategies

STRATEGY
POLICY INITIATIVES: ¢ @ -

it ey £

“ ADOPTION ™ ¥+

TIMING

F UIMPLEMENTATION 0 7 -

CD Mobility Improvement Study

short- to mid-term

phased over long-term

Transit / ARTS Bus Planning

short- to mid-term

phased over long-term

Arrayo Linkage Study

short- to mid-term

phased over long-term

REGULATORY CONTROLS: | - ADOQPTION ENFORCEMENT
CD Parking Standards concurrent on-gaing
TOD Standords concurrent on-going
ADMINISTRATIVE. PROGRAMS: INITIATION QFERATION
Coordination w/ Regional Transit Agencieis short-term on-going
CAPITAL INVESTMENT: INITIATION - DEVELOPMENT

CD Mohbility Improvements

mid- to long-term

phased over fong-term

ARTS Bus Expansion

mid- to fong-term

phased over long-ferm

Arroyo Linkage Improvements

mid- io long-term

phased over fong-term

Central District Specific Plan
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IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES

Policy
Initiatives

Urban Design implementation Strategies

Downtown Parks Planning: As part of the update of the City-wide
Open (Green) Space Element, develop a coordinated system of new
and existing Downtown parks, civic space, and recreational facilities.
Focus on implementation of the Public Open Space Concept
presented in this Specific Plan. The study may include the
following:

o Identify the potential location and design of pocket parks, major
civic spaces, and other recreational facilities in cocperation with
immediately affected business, residents, and other interested
parties.

e Recommend funding priorities for Downtown parks and
recreational facilities; this may involve preparatory strategic
planning efforts that include cost enalysis and identification of
specific funding sources.

¢ Coordinate and/or provide oversight [or related efforts; for
instance, streetscape planning and design, existing parks master
plan updares, as well as events and shared facilities
programming.

Central Park & Memorial Park Master Plans Update:
Concurrent with preparation of the updated City-wide Open {Green)
Space Flemenl, review and update the Central Parks and Memorial
Park Master Plans as necessary to ensure oplimal use of park
resources, consistent with the land use and urban design concepts of
this Specific Plan. Nonetheless, use demands should be balanced
with the historic character of these parks, as well as preservation
and rehabilitation of their historic resources.

Sub-district Streetscape Plans: Prepare and adopt a
comprehensive streetscape plan for the Arroyo Corridor / Fair Oaks
Sub-district; plans for other Sub-districts should also be prepared as
need and opportunity arise. Streetscape plans shall be prepared with
substantial community input, and shall be consistent with the
objectives, and guidelines of this Specific Plan. At a minimum, they

- should address the following:

e Provide detailed recommendations {or the public treatment of
streetscapes, and where applicable, alleys and alley walkways;
recommendations should address streets trees, street lighting,
streel furniture, and other pertinent issues, consistent with the
Public Realm Design Guidelines.

Central District Specific Plan
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IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES

Regulatory
Controls

Urban Design Implementation Strategies

e Drovide detailed recommendations for the public treatment of
gateways and focal features,

o Include detailed recommendations for public signage, way-
finding and environmental graphics, as well as proposals for the
integration of public art.

o Include a cost analysis, and identily specific funding sources
and funding priorities.

Existing Streetscape Plans Review & Update: Review the
existing streetscape plans as need and opportunity arise. An
assessment of these plans should recognize the prior effort invested
in these documents and only pursue those changes as necessary to
address changing conditions, and reinforce consistency with this
Specific Plan, particularly the boundaries established by the Sub-
district Concept. Inconsistencies between existing streetscape plans
and the City’s Master Plan of Street Trees sheuld also be resolved.

CD Zone Development Standards: Adopt revised CD Zone
development standards thal meet the intent and are consisient with
this Specific Plan’s goals, policies and recommendations for
development. Development standards shall include restrictions on
building mass and placement, including floar area limits, height
limils, and setback requirements consistent with the concepts
identified in this Plan.

Public Realm Design Guidelines: Ensure that public development
projects and improvements meet the intent and requirements of the
Public Realm Design Guidelines and applicable Sub-district Design
Guidelines.

Private Realm Design Guidelines: Review all private sector
development projects for adherence 1o applicable Private Realm
Design Guidelines and Sub-distriet Design Guidelines.

City of Gardens Requirements: Apply the “City of Gardens”
requircmenls Lo all propertics located within the In-town Residential
Sub-district, excepting the “School District Property™ which should
be subject ta PS Zoning.

Central District Specific Plan
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IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES

Administrative
Programs

Urban Design Implementation Strategies

Old Pusadena Historic District Evaluation: Update and
reevaluate Old asadena’s 1983 registration form for the National
Register of Historic Places. Censider possible expansion of the
boundaries of the historie district as proposed in the updated historic
resources inveatory for the Central District.

flistoric Resource Inventory: Maintain a current inventary of
Downtown’s historic and cultural resaurces with an assessment of
their relative significance. Include significant building and
landscape rosources, and provide for periodic review and updale.

~Use this data to properly direct available resources, and facilitate

restoration and rehabilitation of historic resources.

Design Assistance: Work through the Preliminary Plan Review
Process (PPR) and with business district associations to assist
business and property owners in preparing appropriate designs for
their rehabilitation projects.

Events Programming: Work with local merchants, community
stakeholders, and other interesled parties Lo program local events
and activate Downtown’s pubhic places. Efforts should coincide with
broader marketing strategics.

Shared Facilities Programming: Negotiate with the Pasadena
Unified School District for expanded use of their land and facilities
within and near the Central District, cmphasizing increased
recreational opportunities for the Downlown community.

Streetscape Repair { Infill Support: Promote infill development

i and implementation of sireetscape projects to “repair” areas of

Downtown Lhat do not support pedestrian activity, especially where
that activity is most desired. This effort may be coordinated with the
marketing of key opportunity sites, as well as the planning and
improvement of slreetscapes. For instance, important opportunities
include the large surface parking lots on Fair Oaks Avenue between
Walnut and Union Streets, and both sides of Colorado Boulevard,
between Arroyo Parkway and Marengo Avenue.

Central District Specific Plan
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IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES

Cupital
Investment

Urban Design Implementation Strategies

Pocket Parks Acquisition & Development: Provide pockel parks
to serve areas of Downtown that are carrently without convenient
parks, particularly near the urban housing area in the northeast
quadrant of the Central District. Work with private developers and
property owners to provide and maintain publicly accessible open
spaces as a part of new development projeets.

Streetscape Improvements: Improve public streets and alleys in
accordance with adopted Streetscape Plans. Streetscape
improvement projects should reinforce pedesirian activity, and to the
extent feasible, they should be coordinated with infill development
projects that “repair” the streel edge. In general, priority should be
given to upgrading those streets identified as primary pedestrian
connections, although the process of community input and planning
may choose to modify priorities.

" Central and Memaorial Parks Improvements: Implement
recommendations for the improvement of Central and Memorial

Parks based on the suggested updates to their respective Master

Plans.

Major Civic Space Design & Provision: Provide major public
outdoor spaces thal support community gatherings and public
celebrations; polential locations are associated with Downlown’s
major civie institutions. The Pasadena Civic Center [ Midtown
District Design Project; Refined Concept Plan (adopted April 9,
2001) includes proposals for Centennial Sguare, the Central Library
forecourt, the Civic Auditorium Forerours, as well as Garfield Avenue
and Holly Street Promenade.

Undergrounding of Utilities: Pursue the undergrounding of
utilities 1o improve the visual character of Downtown’s streets. To
the extent feasible, the placement of utilities underground should be
coordinated with strectscape and public improvements projects, as
well as key infill development projects,

Central District Specific Plan
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Table 3: Urban Design Implementation Strategies &

Schedule

D ) i J PLA

RA

POLICY-INITIATIVES: ©5; ¢ ot o % i

110 garedie

“ADOPTION -~

7 IMPLEMENTATION

(%)

Downtown Parks Planning

short- to mid-term

phased over long-term

Central Park & Memorial Park Master Plans Update

Sub-District Streetscape Plans

short - to mid-term

short- to mid-term

phaosed over long-term

phased over long-term

Existing Streetscape Plans Review & Updale

mid- o long-term

phased over long-term

REGULATORY-CONTROLS: “ADOPTION ENFORCEMENT
CD Zone Development Stondards concurrent on-going
Public Realm Design Guidelines concurrent on-going
Private Realm Design Guidelines concurrent on-going

City of Gordens Requirements concurrent on-going
ADMINISTRATIVE PROGRAM;C:: INITIATION QPERATION
Old Pasadena Historic District Evaluation short-term short-to-mid-term
Historic Resouree Inveniory short-term on-going
Design Assistance short-term on-gaing
Events Programming short-term on-going
Shared Facilties Programming short- to mid-term on-going
Streetscape Repir / Infill Support short- to-long term on-going
CAPITAL INVESTMENT: HINITIATION & - DEVELOPMENT -

Pocket Parks Acguisition & Development

short- fo mid-term

phased over long-ferm

Streetscape Improvements

mid- to long-term

phased over long-term

Central & Memorial Parks Impravements

mid- io fong-term

phased over long-term

Maier Civic Space Design & Provision

mid- to long-term

phased over long-term

Undergrounding of Utilities

mid- to long-term

phased over fong-ferm
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IMPLEMENTATION STRATGIES

Zoning Concept

CD Zone

Zoning Recommendations

The proposed Zoning Map for the Central District divides the Central
District into four main zoning districts as follows: 1) the CD Central
District Zone encompasses the majority of Downtown; 2) the arca

,identified as the In-town Housing Sub-Distriet is largely classified

under the RM Multifamily {City of Gardens) Residential Thstrict; 3)
the remaining “School District Property” is assigned to the PS
Public and Semi-Public District; and 4) Central and Memorial Parks
are assigned 1o the 08 Open Space District, Reference District-
wide Map 27: Recommended Zoning Districts.

CD Zone Primary Purpose: The primary purpose of the CD Zone
is to implement the objectives and policics of the Central District
Specific Plan, with an emphasis on permitling a diverse mixture of
land uses. This includes provisions lor higher density, mixed-use
environments that support transit- and pedestrian-oriented mobility
strategies.

CD) Zone Specific Purposes: More specific purposes of the CD
Zone regulations and standards are as follows:

al  Support a broad mixture of complementary uses throughout the
CD Zone and each of its designaled Zoning Sul»-Districls,
including bath residential and commercial development Ut
creales opportunities to work, shop, live and play Downtown.

b} Protect and reinforce the distinctive character and architectural
heritage found within the CI) Zone, by requiring that new
development respond sensitively to the existing character.

¢} Encourage land uses and design strategies that support an active
street life, including restrictions on the location and design of
off-street parking, as well as requirements for pedestrian-
ortented uses along principzal shopping streets.

d} Provide opportunities for medium- to high-density (48 - 87
dwelling units per acre} residential development throughout the
CD Zone, with the highest residential densities directed toward
arcas surrounding light rail stations.

¢} Promole mixed-use projects that include a combination of
residentizl and non-residential uses.
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IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES

RM Zone

PS Zone

Zoning Recommendations

)  Make provisions for a range of housing opportunities, including
non-traditional forms such as work-live accommodalions.

g) FEncourage compact transit-oriented development near light rail
stations,

h) Balance requirements for adequate parking with shared parking
and traffic demand management strategies that support transit
usage and pedestrian activity, and reduce reliance on the
automobile.

CD Zone Sub-districts: To achieve the land use and urban design
concepts for the Downtown, the €D Zone is separated inlo six Zoning
Sub-districts as follows:

‘e CD-1 Old Pasadena

s (D2 Civie Center / Midtown

e (D3 Walnut Housing

« CD4 Pasadena Playhouse

e (D5 Lake Avenue

e (D6 Arroyo Corridor [/ Fair Qaks

The ahove Zoning Sub-districts correspond to and support the Sub-
District Concept.

The In-town Housing Sub-distriet includes both RM-48 and RM-32
Zones. The RM-48 Zone allows higher residential densities in
proximity 1o the Pasadena Playhouse and Lauke Avenue Sub-districts.
The lower density RM-32 Zone recognizes Lhe existing scale of
development and the transition toward single family residential

1 neighborhoods south of California.

The “Pasadena Unified School District Property” also located within
the In-town Housing Sub-district is assigned to the P8 Zone,
supporting its on-going educational and recreational use.

Central District Specific Plan
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IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES

Land Use
Classification
(CD Zone)

' ”

Zoning Recommendations

The following tables recommend permissible lund uses for each CD
Zone Sub-district, and us necessary, provide supplemental land use
recommendations for particular Precincts:

e Tuble 4: Recommended Land Use Classifications 4
(Residential Uses and Recreation, Education & Public
Assembly Uses).

o Table 5: Recommended Land Use Classifications B (Office,
Professional & Business Support Uses and Retail Sales).

e Table 6: Recommended Land Use Classifications C

(Services)

o Tuble 7: Recommended Land Use Classifications D
{Industry, Manufacturing & Processing Uses and
Transportation, Cornmunications & Utilities Uses)

These tables are a principal means of implementing the Land Use
Concept for the Central Distriet; reference Title 17 of the
Pasadena Municipal Code (The Zoning Code) for all
applicable land use regufations which shall be in substantial
compliance with the recommendations contained herein. Key
provisions include:

e Provide for a broad mixture of Jand uses within cach CD Zone
Sub-district, generally limiting those uses that are incompatible
with the role of Downtown, and the intended character of a Sub-
district and/or Precinct.

e Provide for urban mixed-use and urban scale housing throughout
most of the CD Zone; include provisions for other non-traditional
housing types, such as work-live accommodations.

e Limit auto-orented uses, such as: drive-thru establishments;
service slalions, automotive repair and similar uses; mini-malls;
and other uses that are incompatible with a pedestrian and
transit-oriented, mixed-use environment.

It is important to note that subsequent modifications to the Zoning
Codle nddressing Land Use Classifications shall supercede the Land
Use Tables contuined herein. No amendments to the Specific Plan

' shall be needed for such changes, provided the modifications are
consistenl with the overall intent and objectives of this plan.

Central District Specific Plan
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Table 4: Recommended Land Use Classifications A

(Residential Uses and Recreation, Education & Public Assembly Uses)

P Permitted Use

C Conditionally Permitted Use

MC  Conditionally Permitted Use
(Minor CUP)

NP Non-Permitted Use

EC  Expressive Use Permit Required
TUP  Temparary Use Permit Required

Note: Reference District-wide Map 12:
Housing Concept for addifional locational
restrictions on residentiol use.

) 1]

Residential Uses

CD-1 {Old Pusadena)

€D-2 {Civic Center)

£D-3 {Urban Housing)

CD-4 [Pasadena Playhouse)

CD-5 {Lake Avenue)

CD-6 {Arroye Corrider / Fair Oaks

Boarding houses

Caretaker's quartars

Dormitories

. c'q.}:].' .

Fraternities / sororities

C(1)

Home occupations

Mixed-usc projects

i © [N o

Multi-family housing / urban housing

Residental occessory uses ond structures

o|7w|o

= ] e I AR

Residenhial care, general

Residential care, limited

Single-family howusing

Single room sccupancy

g 0| |v|w|=|0{0]|o|o

Q-u'b'u'ohh-u-u

0
|

" IR IR R el (el i)

Traasition hausing

o|M

o[

U~ [T O =TT T

{0

hl(e] <
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Recrealion, Education & Public Assembly Uses

Adult businesses

z
o
N
=2
=
-
4
| T
\Z
-
z
M T

Commercial recreation, outdoor

Conlerence centers

Cultural institutions *

Elecironic game centers

Inlarnel access sludios

Park and recreation facilities

Clubs, lodges, private meeting halls Ci7)
Colleges - fraditional compus setling | R
Calleges - non-tradilioncl campus sefting riEs
Commercial entertoinment * o
Commercial recreation, indoor * ~C {7

alolo|s[olml-in]o
amnhﬂm'von

Religious facilities

Religious facilities w/ columbarium

518102

Religious facilities w/ lemporary hemeless shelter

Schools, public and private

Schools - specialized education and training

Streel fairs

Tents

TTvdVTThhﬂvnOOmﬁﬂﬂ

‘U'U‘Uh‘ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂd'ﬂ()hhm'uﬁh

mvvﬂ%%%ﬂﬁﬂvﬂﬂﬂmmﬂﬁ

~[=|~|n[&[B[&lo|o

* qualifies as a pedestrian-oriented use

(1) Permitted within the Ford Place / Fuller Seminary Precinct
(2) Permitted within the Playhouse South / Green Street Pracinc
(3} Permifted within the Arroyo Corridor Tronsifion Area

(4} Conditionally Permitted within 350 faet of the 210 Freewoy

{5) Condifionally Permitted within the West Downtown Transit Village Precinct

Central District Specific Plan

{6) Conditionally Permittad within tha Civic Canter Core Precinct
[7) Not Permitted 140 feet north of Walnut Street

(8} Not Permitted within the Arroyo Entrance Carridar Pracina
(9) Raference District-wide Map 12: Housing Concept

for additional restrictions an residential use

N
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Table 5: Recommended

(Office, Professional & Business Support Uses and Refail Sales)

P Permitted Use

C Conditionally Permitted Use

MC  Conditionally Permifted Use
{Minor CUP)

NP Non-Permitted Use

EC  Expressive Use Permit Required
TUP  Temporary Use Permit Required

Office, Profassional & Business Support Uses

CD-3 {Urban Housing}
CD-4 [Pasodena Ployhouse)
CD-¢ [Arroyo Corridor / Feir Ooks

g
c
b5}

-
2

&

2

e}

a

J

CD-2 [Civic Cenler}
CD-5 (Lake Averus)

Automated taller mochines [ATM] * P P P 7 P P [
Banks, financial services * P P Fi7) P P P
Banks, financial services w/ walk up services * P P P P P P
Business support services P [ P P P i
Offices, accessory P P p P p p
Ofices, administralive business professional P P p P P P
Ofices, gavernment P P P (7} P P P
Ofices, medical P P P (7] P P P
OMices, temporary P P P P F P
Offices, femporory real estale P F i P P P
Research ond development - oflices P P [« P B P
Work-live units P P MCH{7 P MC P (8)
Retail Sales

Alcohol sales - beer and wing

£y

Alcohal seles - full alcohol sales

ala

Bars or taverns *

Bars w/ five onfertginment *

Building materiol sales

Canvenience stores *

Crive-thru and drive-up solas

Firegrm scles

Faod sales

Gas slotions

Infernet vehicle soles

Liquor stores *

Mini-malls

Nurseries, cogrmmercial P P B D
Pawnshops * - i3 R N A
Restavrants® P P (7] P P

Restaurants w/ live entertainment * P P P (7 P P

Restaurants, fost food * P P P (7 p P

Restaurants, farmulo fost food* P P B(7) P [

Retail sales * P P P (7} [4 p

Seasonal merchandise sales P P P {7 P P

Swop meels P

Temporary uses

Tobocco retailers, significant ~

Vehicle services - outomobile rental

Vehicle sarvices - soies and leasing, general

Vehicle services - sales and Ieasing, limited *

* qualifies as a pedestrion-oriented use

{11 Permitted within the Ford Ploce / Fuller Seminary Precinct
{2} Permitted within the Playhouse South / Green Sireet Precinct
{3} Permitied within the Arroyo Corridar Transition Arec

|4} Conditionally Permitted within 350 fest of the 210 Fresway

(6] Condilionally Permitted within the Civic Center Core Precinct
{7) Not Parmitied 140 faet north of Watnut Street

{8) Noi Permitted within the Arroyo Entrance Corridor Precinct
{9} Reference Disiriet-wide Mup 12: Housing Concept

{5) Canditionally Permitted within the Wesl Bowntown Transit Village Precinet for additional rastriclions on residential use

Land Use Classifications B



section 11 IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES

—{(198)

Table 6: Recommended Land Use Classifications C

{Services)

P Parmitted Use

C Conditionally Permitted Use

MC  Conditionally Permitted Use
{Minor CUP)

NP Non-Permitted Use

EC  Expressive Use Permit Required
TUP  Temporary Use Permit Required

Services

D1 {Cd Pasadena)

C
CcD

{Arroyo Corridor / Fair Caks

-2 {Civic Centler)
-3 (Urban Housing}
CD-4 {Pasadena Playhouse)
-5 (Lake Avenue)

cD
Ch
CD-6

Adu't day care, general

Adult day care, limited

=|o

Ambulance sarvices

=0

Animel servicas - boarding

Animeal services - groaming

Animal services - hospitals

Animal services - refail sales *

0 ° a

46| |0
4 (0|0
O]=(0O

-
-
-
o

Catering services

Charitable institutions

Child day care centers

Child day care - large care homes, 9 1o 14 persons

Child day core - small care homes, 1 to 8 persons

Delention facilities

Drive-thru and drive-up services

Emergency shellers

Equipment renfal services

Filming, long term

2 ©|v|w|O]=]|®
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O
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o

Filming, short lerm

Laboralories

P (7}

Life / care {acifities

Lodging - bed and breaktast inns

Lodging - hotels and motels

Maintenance or repair services

Medical services - hospitals

Mortuaries, funeral homes

Personal improvement services *

|| <|o]=|wjin

'U{%v(‘)'u'uﬂ

Parsonal sarvices *

Personal services, resiricted

Printing and publishing

Prinling und publishing, limited *

Public maintenace and service facilities

Public salety facilities

Vehicle services - repair

.v'é.vﬁn-om

-u-nr}r‘uriﬂ-uh-un'u'uﬁ =

4o

Vehicle sarvices - temporary car wash P P {7 3 P P
Vehicle services - washing / detailing P P P P P
Vehicle services - washing / detailing, small scale P P P {7} P P P

* qualifies os a pedesirian-oriented use

{1) Permitied within the Ford Place / Fuller Seminary Precinet
(2) Permitied within the Playhowse South / Green Street Precinct
(3) Permitied within the Arroyo Corridor Transition Area

{4) Canditionally Permitted within 350 feet of the 210 Freeway

{5} Conditionally Permitted within the West Dewntown Transit Villoge Precinct

Central District Specific Plan

(6) Conditianally Permitted within the Civic Center Core Precinct
(7) Nat Farmitted 140 feet north of Walnut Street

(B} Net Permitted within the Arroya Entrance Corridor Precinct
{) Reference District-wide Map 12: Housing Concept

for additional restrictions on residential use

\
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Table 7: Recommended Land Use Classifications D

(Industry, Manufacturing & Processing Uses and Transportation, Communications & Utilities Uses)

P Permitted Use

C Conditionally Permitted Use

MC  Conditionally Permitted Use
{Minor CLIP)

NP Non-Permitted Use

EC  Expressive Use Permit Required
TUP  Temporary Use Permit Required

Industry, Manufacturing & Processing Uses

-1 {Old Pasadena])

o}

C

o
CD
o
cp

“i
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o a
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= £ & Y] bl
5 = a 5] =
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o « g w2 9
]
[

Industry, restricied

Industry, restricted, small scale

Industry, stondard

Recycling - small collection facilities

Racycling - large collection facilities

Research ond development - non-offices

Warehousing and storage

Warehousing and storage, small scale

Warehousing ond storage - personal self-storage

Wholesaling, distribution and storage

Wholesaling, distribulion and sterags, small scale

Transporiation, Communicotions & Utility Uses

Alernotive fuel / rechorging fecilines

Accessory antenna array

Communications facility

Commearcial off-street parking

Heliport

Transit terminal

Truck parking or slorage, accessory

Utility, majer

Utility, minor

Vehicle storage

Wireless telecommunicafion fodilities, major

Wireless telecommunication facilities, minor

* qualifies as a pedestrian-oriented use

(1} Permitted within the Ford Place / Fuller Seminary Precinct
(2) Permitted within the Playhouse South / Green Street Precina
(3) Permitted within the Arroyo Corridor Transition Area

{4) Conditionally Permitted within 350 fea: of the 210 Freaway

{5) Conditionally Permiited within the West Downtown Transit Village Precingt

Central District Specific Plan

(6} Conditienally Parmitted within the Civic Center Core Precinct
(7) Neot Permitted 140 foet north of Walnut Street

{8) Not Permitted within the Arroyo Entrance Carridor Precinct
{?) Reference Districl-wide Map 12: Housing Concept

for additional restrictions on residential use
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Diiscussion

Traffic
Analysis

Summary

Summary of Impacts

Among the major considerations in implementing the Central Distriet
Specific Plan, as expressed by members of the community, are its
impacts an the following:

e The ability of Downlown’s streets 1o support traffic flows while
minimizing impacts on residential neighborhaods, based on
implementation of the policies deseribed within the City-wide
Mobility Element and this Specific Plan.

'@ The economic health of the community, in particular, the effect of
the proposed regulations (i.e., FAR, density and height
proposals) on economic development within the Central District.

The Specific Plan’s impacts relative 10 traffic and economic
development within the Central District are summarized below; a
wider range of impacts urc assessed in greater detail within the
environmental impact report (EIR) prepared in conjunclion with the
plan,

Traffic analysis lor the Central Districl supports the following
conelusions:

e A comparison between a) existing conditions (year 2000), and b)
anticipated growth {by the year 2015) based on the policies and
recommendations of this Specific Plan und the proposed 2003
City-wide Mobility Element indicates a slight reduction in level
of service on Downtown’s streets. However, a scenario based on
“no growth” in the Central District cannot be sustained and fails
to achieve other community objectives, such as economic
development.

e A comparison belween a) anticipated growth (by the year 2015)
based on the current land usc policies and requirements for the
Central District and the 1994 City-wide Mobility Element, and

b} anticipated growth (by the year 2015) based on the policies
and recommendations of this Specific Plan and the proposed
2003 City-wide Mobility Element indicates that the proposed
changes are {avorable to future mobility on Downtown’s strects.

Central District Specific Plan
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Summary of Impacts

CENTRAL DISTRICT TRAFFIC ANALYSIS
(source: Kaku Associotes, 2003)

Facllity' . |-« " Lane Milés at Level of Service (LOS} ;o
T A 1 B, L ] D —.E “F
Arterial 42.96 10.63 .37 1.76 1.28 1.32
Collector 22.77 0.20 1.20 0.00 0.00 0.00
Local 0.14 .00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Total 6587 10.83 10.5] 1.76 1.28 1.32
c 0
al L) 0o

Facility ;- - Lane Mifes al Level of Service (LOS) ! . ;
"B ] C R O -F.
Arterig) 1255] i257] 1021 356} 44
Collecior 1829 303]  749] G83| 048] 000
Local 0.4 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5.00
Totol 42,66 1558 14.06 11.09 4.04 414

Future Year 2015

Proposed Central District Specific Plan
& 2003 Moability Element

Facility -Lane Miles ot Lavel of Service (LOS) :
B A1 -B C . D £ CF
Artarial 44.04 12.02 14.54 B804 293 212
Collector 8.42 0.15 .15 C.00 .00 9.00
Local 0.14 0.00 0.00 0.00 G.00 0.00
Total 5260 12.17 14.69 8.04 2.93 2.12

These conclusions assume implementation of the following concepts
intended to miligate traffic impaets within the Downtown:

® Increased coordination of land use and transportation planning,
directing development toward multimodal corridors and
surrounding rai} stations. Likewise, development is directed
away from residential neighborhoods.

e Implementation of land use proposals for the Central District
(i.c., FAR Concept) that allows greater {lexibility in the provision
of non-residential and residential use. A higher percentage of
residential development is anticipated as a result of this
flexibility.

e Improved transit service, including operation of the regional
Guld Line and expansion of the Jocal ARTS Bus service.,

% Central District Specific Plan
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Economice
Analysis

Summary

Summary of Impacts

e Mobility improvement projeets as outlined in the City-wide

Mobility Element, in particular, those improvements that address
the “710 Freeway Cap.”

e Demand management measures Lthat assume 20 percent non

single-occupant during the peak hour commute, resulting from
implementation of land use proposals for the Central District,
and additional strategies such as the City’s trip reduction
ardinance.

e Reduced parking requirements within the Central District and

especially near rail stations. The reduction in long-term and
employee parking needs is associated with less dependence on
aulomobile commuling,

The 1994 General Plan assigned a limited amount of new
development to the Central District Specific Plan area, but did not
establish a method to distribute that potential development amongst
properties in the Central District. Therefore, the current system
operates on a “first-come, first served™ basis, wherchy carly projects
have the potential to monopolize on the area’s assigned capacity.

This results in an inequitable and unpredictable syster of

distribution that will leave some properties lacking in development

. potential.

The Central District Specific Plan recommends using Floor Area
Ratios (FAR) to provide a more equitable, predictable and flexible
approach to the distribution of development potential. All propertics
are permilted to develop to a maximum FAR (provided other
applicable development stundards and guidelines are satisfied),
notwithstanding the timing of development on adjacent parcels.

The assignment of FARs to individual parcels could have a shont-
term impact on some projects that assume the use of a
dispropertionate share of available development rights. A temporary
lessening of land value expectations al some locations is likely to be

" offset by accelerating future values in some other areas. Regardless
| of the push and pull, the basic feasibility of projects is unlikely to he

affected, and in the aggregate substantially improved. Over time,
equitable distribution of development opportunity will produce more
orderly growth for the Central District.

Cenfral Disirict Specific Plan
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District-wide Map 27: Change in Height Limits
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District-wide Map 28: Change in Maximum
Residential Density
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