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District-wide Guidelines: Community Character 

Guideline CC 1 

I n l e r ~ l  

I 

Promote Compact Development Patterns 

/ Thc comrrtercinl and social interaction required of a vital, crlcrgetic 
city corc is iacilitnted by placing people in proximity to one another. 
This suggests a concentration of people, buildings, and activity. It 
follows that 1)owntown should l x  t l ~ c  most compact and densely 
dcvelopcd area of thc City. Compmct drvelopn~rnt pattcrns 
contribute to a distinct urban image, define public space, snpporl a 
< 

I z 

liverse mixturc of uses, and promote tmnsit usagc and pedestrian 
ictivity. 

ZC 1. l Reinforce the spatial definition and social wlolify of streets and 
mporiant public space through compact development palierns. 

- 
-C 1.2 Provide sufficient building herght and mass to spotiolly define 
iublic streets ond civic spaces; esfabiish a strong relofionship between 
~uildings and streets. 

CC 1.3 Encourage mfill development and the retention of buildings 
l o t  defme the street and contribute to on urban identify 

r Spatial Definition: A street should rrad ns well-clafrncrl space. 

Luilrlir~g-street relationships 
diatinguisb rhe c i t y  core 

Downrocon Precedent; building 
lwighf oad ,nossmg establish on 
urban iderrrity 
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District-wide Guidelines: Community Character 

Focus Activity on Public Places 

Public slrcels, plazas, parks and urhw imprl.tant c iv ic  stnaces 
support public life. and an: a key vornpnncnt of successlul urhan 
places. These arc not left-over spaces to h c  Ylrcsscd up," but lively 
public p l x r s .  I)evr:lopmr:n~ should focus activily and attrntion 
upon and along these spnces. Rerausr  activc public places tend to 

be defined spaces, buildings should contain and orient to th r sc  
spaces. 

CC 2.1 Locote and moss buildings in conslstenfly frarnc and define 

publlc spoce. 

CC 2.2 Orient building entrances toward public spoce, and 
encouroge adjacent ground floor uses that animate ond enliven the 
spoce. 

CC 2 3 Sjte service and focil~t~es in face away from publ~c 

spoces ond octwrt~ei 

CC 2.4 Use landscape to further define ond contoir~ public spoce; for 
instance, use rtreet frees to driineote o pubiic streel. 

CC 2.5 Create strong physicoi connections behveen public spore ond 
neighborjng development. 

Citywide . Physical Connection: A corrttnnrlily s t~ou l i  w , m . r : t  tl~rougl, s n~twor.k of 
D L  i public s p w s  a d  p l t ~ s .  

Public Cltaiwter: A soret sliould readily cornnwnicatc that it  is public 
1 space. 

Do,nntulun Prrceder2l: defined 
urban spoces reinfome public 
lifc 

A 
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Guideline CC 3 

lnlvnl 

Cityraid0 
Desigrr Criteria 

Increase Physical Connectivity 

Downtown is generally arncnablr to walking, duc in p 1 . 1  10 a fin(:- 

;mined building and block pattern that rdTcrs the visilal and 
physical connectiuns advantageolls to pedestrian movement. Plazas, 
:oultyards, sirlcwalks, allcy walkways, pedestrian paseos, and mid- 
block passagw crealc a network of spaces that integrates the 
r:umrnunity, a n d  an intricate network allows an intcl-esting va~iety of 
alternative routes hetwacn places. Privatr and public. srctar 
investment should cxtcnd and enhancr this n~twork, providing safe 
and nccessihlr paths thmughout the own. 

CC 3.1 Regard sidewolks and poihi as uoilying elements throughoui 
Downtown; design and locate pathways ond wolks to promote physical 
continuih. and connection. 

CC 3.2 Promote new development that exfends existing circulation 
patterns and connects important ccniers of octiviiy 

CC 3.3 Extend ihe circulatfon pattern through publicly accessible 
wolks, lhot are open to the sky; provide access to light and 

7C 3.4 Provide ample Gidfh and design ior universal access along 
mfhways and walks. 

IC 3.5 Incorporate human-scaled hxiures ihai emit a worm light 
dong pedesfrran sidewalks ond paths to increase safety and comfort 

IC 3.6 lniroduce shading elements and outdoor furniture such os 

xnrhes to improve pedestrian access and comfort. 

Phyaiad Connections: A community should connect through a network of 
mblic spaces and paths. 

Dorvnto~on Precadonl: outdoor 
link sidewalks d l r  on- 

s i te  ploaus and courtyards 

Central District Specific Plan 



Section 8 

Guideline CC 4 

Inlou 

PUBLIC REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES -@ 
District-wide Guidelines: Community character 

Protect View Corridors 

Downtown ofirs a nurnhw of high-qualily views and vistas, in 
parlicular, prornincrlt views of the S a r ~  CaLricl Mountains and Cily 
1Iall. 'Thest: vicws distirlguish I'asadcrla from other cities in the 
region, and orient rcsidcnts and visitors alikc to thcir location i n  t l ~ r  

i - 
I City. A strong Downtown identity dcpcnds upon thr  presrrvation 

and cnhanccnwlt r r f  lltrsr spcriai vicws and view corrido1-s. 

Rccontntmrlnt ior~~ C C  4.1 Frome imporlant views of natural ond mon-mode landmarks, 

ond look for opportunities to open new views of londniork buildings I ond feotures. 

CC 4.2 Discourage developments that obscure ex~stmg views olong 
the public right-of-woy. 

CC 4.3 Prohibit buildings lrom locoring over or ocross o public street, 
mcluding buildrngs coiistrucfed os pod of o bridge or  overpass that 
crosses o public street. 

CC 4.4 Restl-~ci the construrt~on of pedestrian bridges across n o r i h ~  
south streets, ond discourage thew construction olong all other streets 

, in the Central D,sfrict. 

C C  4 .5  Limit pedestrian bridges to those thoi ore leasf obtrusive; 
1 where provided, they should be of narrow width, open to the sic/, and 
1 occesslble to the public of all limes. 

. Visual Relationships: A community should take advantage of imporlant 
v i e w s  and vistas, and provide numerous opportunities fm access to light 

Dorczzfotun Precedent: nurlh- 
rosrh streerr offer scenic fms ted  
vieus of local mountnins 

Central District Specific Plan 
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Recycle Existing Buildings and Landscapes 

There is a wcalth oivalue in F'asadcnd~ built resnurces that 

cullcctively rnakr: a positive contribution and add significant valur lo 

t l ~ c  Downtown community. Existing buildings and ladscape 

elcmcnts provide a scrlse of historical and physical cuntinuity, 

strcngthcn the urban fabric, and rcinforrr thc unique qualities of the- 

Ccntral District. 

CC 5.1 Encourage the recycllng 01 Downtown buildings and 
landscopes; in porkulor, retotn hs!oricoliy and orch~tecturolly 
sig,~ificont buildings through odoptwe use. 

CC 5.2 Moinioin the distinguishing quolities and feolures of o historic 
or orchiiecturully siynihcont building, structure, or site. 

CC 5.3 Repair and refoin, rather fhon replace, arigi'nol build,ng 
rnateriols, os for as feos~ble 

CC 5.4 Allow conlernporory olierotions arid oddihons to histortc or 
orchifecturaliy sjgnificont buildings, structures, orid sites, provided they 
do not substoniiully oifer or harm !he distingujshing qualities ond 
features, ond ore compoiible in terms of scole and chorocter 

CC 5.5 Suppori rehabilitation ond restoration o i  historicoily significant 
buildings occordmg to the Secretory of interior's Stondords. 

CC 5.6 Retain the following landscopc elements unless rernovol or 
replocement supporfs long-term planning objectives: sfreel trees; tree 
Iowns; gronite curbs; ornament01 tree grates; historic street lights; ond 
sirnilor historic landscape elements. 

Citymcde . Community Identity: A community shuulrl purlray a strung identity, 
Uesip  C r i f e r i u  ~ncluding the prescnce d rccugr~iznblc distl.icts ond landmarks. i ' 

1 . Cultutrll Exprmsim: A mn~rnunity s t m ~ l d  CXINCSS 10ml 1~ist01.y and 

use ensnr-es rhor the volur of' 
axisling structures is not lost 

Dounrowrr Precedent: historic 
streetscope elerner~tr add 
interest arcd ident i ty  

Central District Specific Plan 
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Guideline CC (i 

I,,l'!,tl 

Promote Sensitive lnfill Projects 

New development should positively contribute to thc polrlio realm. 
Urbm infill dcvclopment nfrcrs an excellent opportunity to 
strengthell historic development pattcrns and restore the urban 
fabric. Vacant and ~mdcrdcvelopcd lands interrupt the street wall 
and prcvcnt suitable definition of the street, a condition conlrnonly 
reirrrcd to as "missing tccth." Infill projects can i,isually unify the 
street through the development of these prnperties. Nonetheless, 
sensitivity to the surrounding character and &sign context is crucial 
to their success. 

CC 6, I Emphasize infill development of vacant or underdeveloped 
iond, especiaily projects fhot will promote a distinctive urban charocfer. 

CC 6.2 Support infill developrnenf thot visually unifies the streei; 
respect the streetoriented development potterns of existing bu~idings. 

CC 6.3 Harmonize infill developmcni with odjocenf buildmgs through 
compatible scole, massing, rhythms (r.e., verilcol and horizontal 
poiferns expressed by orch~fecturol feutures such os cornice arid belt 
lines, doors and windows), so l id~to~void relationshtps, and/or 
moteriols. 

CC 6.4 Avoid owkword and incompot,bie design soliitmns, ond 
significant interruptions to the predominonf scole o f  the sireet. 

Contrxtnal Fit: A building si~oulrl fir with its surrourdings 

projects creare a consistent 
street r r d l  and w r l f y  the streel 

A 

I 
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Guideline CC 7 Transition to Residential Neighborhoods 

K e c o n u n e n d a t i o n s  CC 7.1 Protect in-town and surrounding ies,dent,ol neighborhoods 
from erosion of chorocter; consider suirovnd~ns resident101 cl~orocier 

I,rter~r 

in he ond design of odlocenf non-residcnfiol uses. 

"In-towri' and surrounding residential neiglllurhuods add 

immeasurably to ihc h e a l h  and s t r ~ n g t h  of t l ~ c  Central District. 
They are part of the  csserAal mix that achicvcs full-time civic 
vitality, and as far as feasible, these iirc~as should 111: protected from 
intrusive dcsign and use. In particular, adjacent comrnc:rcial 

CC 7.2 Respond fo adpcenf iesjdentml uses with o serlsilive transition 
in scole ond rnosslng; for instonce, sfep~bock building hcight and/or 
break up building moss. 

drvuloprnent may compromise thc ch;~racl<:r and livability of these 
ncighborhnods through unresponsive scale and rnass i r t~ ,  and 
localized traffic and p r k i n g  impacts. On ihe other hand, sensitive 
transltmns w ~ l l  protcct their intrinsic value. 

CC 7.3 Desgn tronsliions between uses so as to maintain res~dentioi 
piivocy, and srfe parking, sewice ond storage focilities to mrirnizc 
irnpocts on odjocenf residences. 

CC 7.4 Use available alleys for poiking and service occess to 
minimre trofftc impacts on od~ocent residential streets. 

Contextual Fit: A hllilding ahould fi t  with its awmmdings. 

Discouraged: ineontpatible 
rmrtririons degrade residenfiul 
properlies 

1 Central District Specific Plan 
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District-wide Guidelines: Community Character 

Incorporate Civic Art 

Zivic a ~ t  pruvidcs multiple and laycrcd cxprrssions of local history 
m d  culttirc. It cot>iributrs to lrrcal identity and the uniqor qualities 
of place; it i s  ;I form of cnltural enrichment. Civic art forms rangc 
from sculptural art pieces crralcd fur public plazas 10 artisan craftcd 
rrchiteclurel details. T h r s r  forms might scrvc a s  a local landmark, 
delincatr public spar r ,  or simply add richness to a huilding or 

landsrapc. Public spaces, private development projrcts, and 
infrastructure irnprovrrnrnts arc all encouragd  to inchrle  a civic art 
ramponant. 

CC 8.1 Use rlvic or? io ,dent,+ oreos with o unique ~denfity or 
celebrate the entronce to a publ,c place; for example, mork gotewoys 
ond other imporlani public places and buildmgs with p u b k  ail. 

CC 8.2 lntegrute works of public orf inio new development projects; 
encourage he participoiion of artists as o porl of the design team from 
ihe proiect's inception. 

CC 8.3 Incorporatc civic orf into public mfrasfructure projects 

CC 8.4 Moke works of ciwc a,? accessible to the public; sde civic a i i  
to drow people through public spaces, but do nof impede 
flows. 

CC 8.5 Support the use of diverse media and ad forms 

CC 8.6 Encourage works of civic art thof celebrote local history and 
culture, ond reflect ihe Ciiy's fradition of excellence and innovation in 
the ads ond sciences. 

Community Identity: A community should portray a stmng identity, 
including ihr presence o l  recngnizahlp disttiets and landmarks. 

Coltwal Expression: A community should exprcas local history and 
culture. 

-- 
Dmontowrr Pmcederu: nr-limn 

i 
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District-wide Guidelines: Street Environment 

(63 

Make Streets Multi-Purpose 

Duwntown slreets should not bc limited to tllc singular purposr nf 

moving autumotivc trdilic; thcse arc highly public placcs whcrc a 

diversity o l  people need to bc accomn~o,latcrl. Vehicular trallic, 

public transit, pedestrians, and cyclists all nccd to bc considered in 

the dcsign of stleets. Mmt importantly, streets must be amenable to 

walking, strolling, lingering, nrctirtg, and convcrsiug. Triiffiic flows 

stianld not inhihit thr puhliv lire of tllc community. 
~idrwolXs acco,nmodole the 
public in a variety of ways 

SE I .  I Maintain a herarchical distinciion in the design of Downtown 
streets; nonefheless, all streets should occomrnodote a diversity of 
users, multrple purposes and modes of iranspoifotion. 

SE 1.2 Des~gn all Downlown streets for safe and cornforfable 
movement on foot; incorporate a high level of streefscope amenity 
such os street irecs, street furniture, and street lights. 

SC 1.3 Use public landscape ond streetscope improvemenis to 
comrnunicote the pubic character and quality of Downtown's streets. 

SE 1.4 Detail streets and strecfscopc omcrifties to high standards; 
show evidence of qualrv that is appealing to pcdcstrians 

SE 1.5 Treat transti stops as Important public placcs, focus 
improvements on bus stops at or near important pedestrian crossings. 

SE 1.6 Provide enhonced bus slops with sects and shelter to mcreose 
sofeiy and cornlort; consider addi~ional omeniiics such as wosfe 
receptacles, wofer founioins, and directtonal maps. 

SE 1.7 Provide odequafe bicycle parking facilities along planncd 
bicycle lanes cnd within malor activity ceniers; encourage new 
developmenis to incorporate bicycle amenities. 

Citywide . Public Characlcc A stwet slluuld readily eotnmunicstc that i t  is public 
Design Crilnria spncc. 

Discouraged: some atreers 
curnnurrriculc tlrat llcey uw only 
for nulornoldes 

Central District Specific Plan 
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Guideline SE 2 

b u r r u  

Minimize Pedestrian Conflicts 

Every time a car crosses a sidewdk there i s  potential dangcr and 

incnnvcnierlcc to the pedestrian. M in in~ iz ing  ihe numhcl. of curb- 

cuts along Downtown strccts reduces poler~tial  conflirts in favor uf 
thc pedestrian. Ut i l i ty  r q u i p c n t  placcd within the public right-of- 

way also crcntcs impcrlimcnts to persons on 10~1  and esprcially 

those who arc mobili iy impaired. Equipment placed on the sidewalk 
at or "car thc intersection i s  rsprc ia l ly  problematic, as this i s  n zone 

that nccds to accommodate considerable pedestrian activity. Publ ic 

util it ies and strectscape amcnities should he located 10 support safe, 

convenient and unimpeded flaws. 

Heeornrner~dations SE 2 1 Minimue the number of dnve opprooches along a block to 
reduce confl~cts between pedestrrons and outornob~lcs 

SE 2.2 Consolidole ond place drive approaches near mid-block, 
when necessary; alley occess should be provided for sewice and 
porking, if feosible. 

SE 2.3 Public sidewalks should be o f  sufficient width to occommodafe, 
street trees and strcef omenit~es, os well os o zone devoted fo cleor 
pedestrmn possoge. 

SE 2.4 Mointoin o minimum 5-foot cleor pedestrian possage along 
public sidewolks (or as determined by the Director of Publlc Works & 
Tronspoitotion), w~thout conflicts from utility equipment, street trees, 
street omenitles, o r  other potential intederences. 

SE 2.5 Design public sidewalks ond connecting paths to meet o f  
grade; sidewalks exfending across pnvote property should also 
continue ot gmde, where feos~ble. 

Citywide . Public Cha1,acter: A street should readily communicate that i t  is public 
D e s i p  Critrriu space. 

l'mtcctcd Sidrwalks: A strect should rontl-ihutr to thr physical safpty 

and comfort of pedestrians. 

Central District Specific Plan 
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sidewalks srrpport streerrcape 
nznenitier nnd n clear path 

1)olar~olan Prwedmt:  dr ive  

aPp'.~"cbes are corrsolidnted for 
conti,,ao,,r building fmrrto8es 
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Guideline SE 3 
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PUBLIC REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES A 
- 136 

District-wide Guidelines: Street Environment 

Protect and Shade Pedestrians 

I'hc physical safkty and comfort ulpcdcstriuns is critical to the 
;uacess of Downtown. I'rdestrians must feel tillat they are in a safr 
situation, and that they arc  a welcome prcscncc in the r~~mrnnni ty .  
i treetscapc &sign and amenities s t ~ w l d  emphasizr pcdcstrian 
sde ly  and r:rrmrol-1. For instance, thc proper placement oTslr<:d 

furniture introdtmx distance and a pcrccived protection from 
vehicular traffic. O n  the other hand, the overhead rover provided hy 
street trees offers shadr  and reasonable protection from the sun  and 
rain. 

SE 3.1 Locate street omenriles in a zone olong o r  near the curb as a 
borrier to outornobile traffk; thls is especially applicable to street 
lights, meters, street trees, irask rcccptocles, news rocks, and 
/,cavy planiers. 

SE 3.2 Fmphos~ze the planting of street trees to  providc overhead 
cover; species choices should corwder occess to bofh shode and sun 

olong sidcwolks. 

SE 3.3 Plod  street trees in the zone adlocent to the curb that 1s also 
devoted lo other streetscope amenities; exceptions moy oppiy lor 
unique conditions, such as o double row of trees. 

SE 3.4 Encourage buildings odiorent the sidewolk to provide 
overhead cover in the form 01 conopies, awnings, ond overhangs, 
especioliy where ihere is an insufficient or immature street tree canopy, 
or along o southern exposure. 

Cityuricle ' . Spatial Definition: A street should read as a well dcfined spacr. 
Design Crilerin . Protected Sidewalks: A street should contribute to the physical safety 

and con~fort of pedestrians. 

Dowruomn Preredsra: street 

trees ad ow,ri,rga provide 
protection from sun and rain 

Central District Specific Plan 
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PUBLIC REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES r\ 
d l 3 7  

District-wide Guidelines: Street Environment \ f  

Plant and Maintain Street Trees 

Street trees provide numerous benefits and are an indispensable part 

)f the Downtown envirnnmcnt. Most obviously. they enhance the 

.isual quality of the area. Street trees also provide c w ~ l i r ~ g  effe~:ts 

lnd  contribute to the spatial definition of  the stwet tn create a 

~uman-scaled space with a comfortable sense of enclosure. I n  

;eneral, street trees add a gracious quality to 1)owntown. 

jE 4.1 P lod  street trees so as to deifne the street ond sidewalk; 
mphosize the consistent use o f  tree species, sne ond spocrng along o 
;tree1 to creole o pleosont rhythm ond reinforce the space of fhe streef. 

i t  4.2 Choose street trees that hold up to urban cond~tions and 
vovide shady conopies at maiuriv; reference the City's Mosfer Plon 
,f Street Trees and opplrcoble streetscope plons. 

jE 4.3 Allow suffjcient room for tree conopies to grow without conflict 
with other buliding elemenfs, as for os ths i s  feosrble. 

;E 4.4 Use tree grates in oreas with considerable cornrnerciol and 
2edestrian activity; tree grates inrieoze sidewolk width, reduce safely 
?ozords, and prevent cornpocfron of the root-boll. 

jE  4.5 Maintain existing tree lowns, especially within the Cwic Center 
2nd oleos that ore predominonfly residential; new tree lowns are 
2ppropriaie where residentioi use prevails. 

jE  4.6 Utilize street trees to uniiy oreos with o distinct identity; this is 
?specially encouroged within the Old Posodeno, Civic Center, 
'osodeno Ployhouse and Lake Avenue Sub-Districts. 

YE 4.7 Reference the existing streetscope plons for the Old Posodeno, 
l i v i c  Center / Midtown, and Posodena Ployhouse Sub~Disfricfs for 
leiailed strotegies in fhe treotment o f  street trees and other street 
lmenities within fhose oreos. 

Spatial Definition: A street should read as a wel l  defined space 

Central District Specific Plon 
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Provide Ample Street Furniture 

Walking Dowr~tuwn shotdd I J ~  a pleasant and cornfortallc 

cxprriencc. I.ong walks without placcs to pause and rcst may 

hecomc daunting for some prJrslrinns. Street furniture, when 
combined with strcct tro:s and propcr lighting, humanize and 

communicate the true public nature of r)owntown stnxts. Most 

importantly, furnishings should include henches and trash 

receptacles. 

SE 5.1 Place street furniture, especially benches ond trash receptacles 

ot irequent intervals along sidewalks for pedesirion comfort and use; 
sidewalks occommodoting street ivrnitvre of this kind should be at 
'eost 10 feet wide. 

SE 5.2 Consider the provision of other street fumishtngs, especially 
7long wide sidewalks (at least 15 feet wide) with the heaviest foot 
Iraffic; these rnoy include drinking fountains, public restrooms, public 
telephones, newsstands, bicycle racks, planters, ond krosks. 

SE 5.3 Coordinate the design and appearance of street furnishings 
2nd other street omenities to unify areas with o distinct identity; this is 
espec~olly encouraged within the Old Pasodena, Civlc Center / 
Midiown, Pasodena Playhouse and Lake Avenue Sub-Districts. 

SE 5.4 Reference the existing streetscope pions for the O ld  Pasodeno, 
Civ~c Center / Midtown, and Posodeno Playhouse Sub~Disfricts for 
detailed strotegies in the tieotrnent of street furnilure and other street 
omenities within those oreos 

SE 5.5 Encourage sidewalk dming, provided clear passage is 
rnointained for pedestrians; reference detailed guidelines lor sidewalk 
dining found in !he Citywide Design Principles & Criteria. 

. Public: Chul.ilclc~.: A strcet shnuld readily rornmunicntc that i t  is public 
space. 

. Protected Sidewalks: A street should cant~.ibute to the physicil safety 
and comfort o f  pedestrians. 

Central District Specific Plan 
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C i t y v i d  
Design Criteric 

Include Pedestrian-Scaled Lights 

Light a l l tc ts  the quality of 1,laco; harsh l ight feels uncomfortable 

and too l i t t l r  sccms unsafr. The size and sralc of l igh l  stamlards 
also affrcts the cl~aractr,r ul  a stlert. I.argc, cobra hcad rixturcs 

communicate that thc slrcct is th r  car's domain, whwras smaller, 

human-scalcd fixtures sug~es t  that the street i s  safc to walk. Street 

l ighting should assure that Doruntnwn sidewalks are the pdmtr ian 's  

realm. 

SE 6.1 lncorporote scaled fixtures that emit a worm lrght 
along streets and sidewoiks; sldewolks should be weil-li~. 

SE 6.2 D~rect  hghting along srdewolks and pedestr~on woks to 
produce rn~ri~rnol giore 

SE 6.3 Choose pole iixiures of o consisient type and size d o n g  a 
single block. 

SE 6.4 Coordinate fixture design with other streei arnenit~es to unify 
areas with a distinct ident~ty; ihrs is especially encouraged with~n the 
Old Pasadena, Civic Center /Midtown, Posodena Ployhouse, and 
Lake Avenue Sub~Districts. 

SE 6.5 Reference the existing streeiscape plans for ihe Old Posodena, 
C w c  Center / Midtown, and Pasadena Playhouse Sub-Districts for 
detoiled strategies in the treatment o f  street fixtures and other street 
amenities within those areas. 

. Public Character: .4 strcet should readily co~~~mur~icatc that i t  is public 
space. 

Protected Sidewalks: A street should contribute to the physical safety 
and comlurt of pcdcstrinns. 

Dotontoton Precedent: 
distinctive l i ~ h t  Jirrures 
pronwte local identity 

Central District Specific Plan 
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&wide Guidelines: Street Environment 
@ 

Guideline SE 7 

Irrlent 

Assist Visitor Orientation 

I'eoplc scek to readily understand a d  rernernhct. thc physicil l layout 

of the places they inhabil. Lnndmnrks and views 1 ~ ; l p  residents a d  

visitors dikc orient themselves and find their destinations. 

Ilowcver, the prcscnce olsigns, maps, a ~ ~ d  othcr way-finding tools i n  

the publir: r m l m  is also important. Envi ro~~rnentn l  graphics orient 

vehicles and pcdrstrians; point out places of intcrcst; add visual 

interest to the strect; contribute to a sense of placr; and encnoragr 
further exploratiorl o f  the area. 

SE 7.1 Consider the use o f  special poving and landsrope treatment to 
give d~sfinchve accents to oreos with o unique idenlib; also consider 
special treatment to mork irnporiant intersections ond idenfify notable 
historical and culturol londmorks. 

SE 7.2 Utilize signs ond environmental graphic systems to aid 
pedestrian and vehicular orientation and woy~finding; identlfy special 
districts, historic01 and culturol londrnorks, ond local offracfions. 

SE 7.3 Provide a coordinated system of signs ond mops tho1 direcf 
visjiors to ,mpoiiont public sewices and facilities; the public should be 
easily directed lo government buildings, parks and plozos, transit 
stops, and public restrooms. 

SE 7.4 Coordinate environment01 graphic systems with other streef 
omenities to unify oreos with o drsi~nct identiv; this is especially 
encouraged w h n  fhe Old Pasadena, Civic Center / Midtown, 
Posodeno Ployhouse, ond Loke Avenue Sub-D,stricts. 

SE 7.5 Reference fhe existing streetscape plans for the Old Pasadena, 
C i v ~  Center / Midtown, ond Pasadena Playhouse Sub-Districts for 
defoiled strategies in fhe treatment o f  environrnenfoi grophics, 
streetscope paving, and other streef amenifies within those oreos. 

. Puldio Chat.actrr: A skeet should rcndily ~ o n u ~ ~ u r ~ i ~ ~ t r  that i t  i s  public 
space. 

Do~an~olun Pracedenr: signs 
identify entry info n special 
place 

D n t u ~ o w n  Precedent: 

diati,~ctive gruplricr promote 
identity and enliven the street 

. Street Activity: A sheet should be an active and engaging place. 

Duurnlulur, Precedenl: 
directory signs orient 
ucdestr-inns to local ollraclions 
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I District-wide Guidelines: Site Planning 

Cuidelir~e SP 1 Encourage Integrated Site Planning 

C i t y o i d ~  

. . Design Criteri, 

New developrncnt in the Ccntrd District slrould contribute to a 
coherent sense of thc whole. This idea stressfs: reinforcing the 
;~~~chitectural content, placing a strong visual e m l h r i s  on the strect, 
and supporting a,:tivr public spa,:,:. T.ike~,ise, <lr:velopmcnts that 
turn inward, rr:wlt in left-over spacc or fail to address public lire arc: 
inapproprinte. Fulfillment of thesc wider dcsign objcctivcs requires 
an irrtcgrated apprnoch to site planning. Buildings. parking, service 
access, plazas, and courtyards nrust each recognize thc important 
relationship between public and private space. 

SP 1 . 1  Provide ior the functional ond visual infegrot~on of burldmg, 
services, vehicuior occess and parking, and "outdoor rooms" such as 
plazas, fore-courts, inferior courtyards, and passages. 

SP 1.2 Site porking ond services so os to allow destrcd uses ond 
activities; for instance, locate porkrng behind buildings or interior fo a 
block to support pedestrian-oriented streets. 

SP I 3 Dscourage developments thot ore iniernolly focused at the 
expense of on oclive street environment, or developmenti thot result in 

"Ieff-over" spoce 

SP 1.4 Establish rleor pedesfiion connechons on-sife thof ore well- 
marked ond gracious; direct pedcstrions from surfoce or structured 
porking to buildings, streets, and public spaces. 

SP 1.5 Buffer odiocent sensgtive land uses irom undesiroble impocfs 
ihot moy originote from o site; bufiers moy be iondscope ond/or 
orchiteciurol in character. 

. Inlegratcd Planning: A site should support the functional and visual 
integration of on-site facilities and uses. 

Comfortable Access: A site sllould eslablisl~ an easy uansilion between 
cxterior and ixlterim spacc. 

rooms are well-inteFated to 
errendpublic spoce 

1>uwruowrr Prerrdmc: grnciolls 
pochs connect building, outdoor 
spurn m ~ d  rear purlrim6 

Central District Specific Plan 
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~uidelines: Site Planning 

Guideline SP 2 Define Public Space 

Interrr The l i fe of Dowrrtown is closely tied to t l ~ c  i:harar:tor of i ls  j ~ u l ~ l i ~  

1 space. Collecliuely, ncw and o ld buildings through t i& local io t~ 

o r icn ta t io~~ configure outdoor s p c c ;  thcy d r ~ r r r n i r ~ r  its 

intimacy, spaciousness, continuity and enclosurc. It is cspecially 

important to acknowledge thc importance o f  strccls ns p d d i c  space. 

Where the bui lding meets the sidewalk should br a pliicc of intense 

interaction; a consistmt hui lding linr at or near the from property 

l i n r  contains activity, unifies the street, and ~srahl is t i rs  visual 

continuity along the street. 

SP 2.1 Locote and orient buildings to positively define pub i~c  streets 
2nd civic spoces, such os public plazas; mointoin o continuous 
building street wail and in generol lmi t  spotiol gops to those necessary 
to occomnodote vehicuior ond pedesfrion access. 

SP 2.2 Build to o suff,cient height at or near the property line to dehne 
the street edge and creote o sense o i  enclosure. 

SP 2.3 Encourage recessed moin building or shop entrances 
consistent with o tmditronoi "man street" design that is inviting orid 
does not interrupt street ond/or retail contir iui~. 

SP 2.4 Permit "eroded" buildmg corners ot street intersections 
sufficient to promote visibiliv and to allow for the comfortoble 
coliertion of people. 

SP 2.5 Allow large developments to pull bock frorn the street edge for 
piozos or grocious entry iore~courfs, provided street continuiiy is not 
unduly interrupted olong the moiorify o f  the block. 

SP 2.6 Allow the integration o f  on orcode or colonnode olong the 
sidewalk edge, provided street and/or refoil continutty is not unduly 
interrupted. 

. Spatial Definition: A street s h u l d  wad nc well-delined spaw.  

. Functional Integration: A site should support the functional and visual 
integralion don-site iacilities and uses. 

LJoulnmmn P,'?cn,l,!nl: o 
eonsi,~tent boilding,froatn,qe 
dqfiner the space of tlrc street 

Centrol District Specific Plan 
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PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES 
District-wide Guidelines: site Planning 

Guideline SP 3 

Inrertt 

Site Plazas and Courtyards Appropriately 

Plazas and courtyards are an integral part uf  the social lilt of 

l)owntown. Thcy prorrmte civic gathering and can provide a quiet 

refuge from thc urban envirurirnent. Thc rnorc intimate-stylc 

courtvan1 i s  traditional in Pasadena. Nonetheless, the location, size, 

and design o f  a plaza, courtyard or garden must hc carefully 

considered in relntion to its sorrmm~lirigs. Outdoor spacc that i s  

cxcessively large or incorrectly sited may lack spatial definition, 

weaken the continuity of the street, or dctract from the existing 

network of open space. 

SP 3.1 Encourage the presence o f  wellLdefincd outdoor space, such 
as on-sife plazas, inferior courfyoids, patios, terraces ond gardens; 
these are especially encouraged in association with major 
developments. 

SP 3.2 Site outdoor spoces in accordance wiih the locotion ond scale 
of odiaceni sfreefs, buildings, ond uses; for instance, on-site plazas 
should not unduly inierrupt the retail continuiiy of o street. 

SP 3.3 Site outdoorspoces i o  estobllsh a comforiable transition 
between the exferior and interior o i  o budding. 

SP 3.4 Locate plazas intended for public use af/or rlear street grode 
fo promote physic01 and visual connection to the strect; owsite plazas 
may serve as a well-defined transition from the street. 

, SP 3.5 Define and contoin outdoor spoces through o combinofion of 
building and landscape, and discourage oversized spoces that lock 
containment. 

SP 3.6 Dimension oufdoor spoces fo human occupofion; they should 
be proporitoned to their surroundings ond envisioned use. 

SP 3.7 Link adjoining outdoor spoces wiih comforioble paths and 
walks to create o network of spoces. 

C i t y w i d e  . Outdoor Rooms: A site sllould haw places naienable to outdoor activity 
D e s i p ~  Cri ter ia  and use. 

. Cotnfot~tabie Access: A site should ertnblish a easy !>ansition between 

erleriur a d  iutwior spncc. 

Central District Specific Plan 

n o w r ~ t o ~ a n  Precedent: 
buildings and lnn&cape shape 
firnrrrord ourdoor rooms 

spaces typically rnuinluin u 
,.il.,,l r.,,n,,ecrior, I,, the rrrrr1 

Dolazaounr Proredent: spacer 
prouide o transition between 
indoors and ourdoors 
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Guideline SP 4 

I u t e r ~ l  

PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES A 
F I L 4 3 &  

~istrict-wide Guidelines: Site Planning 

Create Comfortable Outdoor Rooms 

Gathering places such as plaaas and courtyards shoold bc usri'ul, as 

wcl l  as attractive; consider them as "outdoor rooms." They should 
ha con~foxiablc places, amcnable to social activity, with plenty of 

sunlight, shade trees and seating. 1.ush plants, warm and invit ing 

~naterials, pleasing details, and quality construction suggcst human 

orcupation, physirnl romfort, and usc. 

SP 4.1 Make plazas and courfyords comforbble for humon activity 
and social interociion - sfanding, srffing, tolking, eating. 

SP 4.2 Create a pleasant microclimate, including shade from summer 
sun and access lo winleisunlight; locate seoiing with considerofion to 
noontime sun and shade. 

SP 4.3 Plant deciduous trees; shode and sunlight are most efiectively 
regulated through the plantirig o f  deciduous trees that ore sizeoble at 
maturity, although this does not ~ r o h i b i t  evergreens and palms. 

SP 4.4 Use iurnifure and lishfjns to shape, embellish, onliven 
ond give purpose to outdoor space; lush planfs, worm r ~ ~ o f ~ n o l ~  and 
pleasing details ore encouraged. 

SP 4.5 Include integrated landscape planters and/or freestanding 
pots of varying size. 

SP 4.6 Encourage the presence of uses that wdl octtvate outdoor 
spore ond complement street activity; consider lord ing retoil 
businesses, outdoor cafes, and vendors wilhiri a or around its 
perimeter. 

SP 4.7 Design outdoor space wifh safely in mind; on-site public 
plazas should promote visibilify from the street, and provide 
architecturally compatible ltghting to enhance nrghttme securiv. 

SP 4.8 Consider adding a focal element, for instance, a sculpture, 
iountain, or a d  piece fo outdoor space; civic o d  in outdoor plazas and 
courlyords is encouraged. 

. Outdoor Rmnns: A site should hare places amenable to outdwr activity 
and use. 

Ilumsn Occupntion: A s i l r  should include amenities for conifo~.table 
social interaction. 

Central District Specific Plan 

Dourruuu.~ Precedent: 
Jurmtains often prot,idr an 
attractive focal element 
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District-wide Guidelines: Site Planning 

Guideline SP 5 

lntrrrt 

Maintain Landscape Traditions 

Pasadena, including Downtuwn, has n r ~  outstanding tradition of 
Mediterranean landscapc design. Plazas, intimate courtyards, 
terraces am1 gardens contribute to an  exceptional outdoor setting, 
abundant with trees and floral displays. New drvrlolment s h o ~ ~ l d  
continue to build upon thesr lraclitions and qualities h u r d  within 
th :  local landsrape. 

S P  5.1 Utilize o londscope poietie that reflects the hlstory, culture, ond 
c1,moie of the Central District; in general, usc o nrh, yet coordinakd 
palette of londscope moterials to provide scole, texture, and color 

S P  5.2 Encourage the use of on~site planting, furniture, hghfing ond 
site details tho1 respect the iondscope choracter of the immediote orea 
ond support the design intentmns of the building archiiecture. 

1 SP 5.3 Provide yeor-round greenery; autornoiic watermg systems and 
I drought toleroni species ore encouraged to promote woter 
consewotion and reduce morntermrice concerns. 

j? 5.4 Moke prudent use ofwoter as o defimng element in the 
'ondscope; for instance, o founta~n may provide the focol point of o 
murtyord or plozo. 

5P 5.5 Provide opportunities for instollaiion of civic oit in the 
'ondscope; designer/ortisi colloborahons ore encouraged. 

SP 5.6 Exfend the londscapc choracter of the site to surface porking 
'ots; In porticulor, in~roduce rnafure shade trees. 

SP 5.7 Restrict ground~level londscoping that conflicts with reioil 
Sntronces and window displays. 

* Human Occupation: A site should includc amenities far comfortable 
social interaction. 

Central District Specific Plan 
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~istrict-wide Guidelines: Site Planning 

Guideline SP 6 

Intent 

Recommendations 

Control Vehicular Access and Parking 

Parking i s  an intcgrill corrlponenl of the Downtown, requiring cirrelul 

planning. Ilowever, il is importul~t that the overwhelming visual 
prcscnce ofpnrkcd cars be minimal and that parking entranccs nut 

interrupt pedestrian and rctail continuity. h r  rx;mple, curb cuts 

should be managcd to reduce potentid conflicts with pedestrians 
; ~ n d  lo avoid intrtwptions i n  street tree and building rhythms. 

Parking should i:noourage and not prohihit an active pedestrian 
environrncnt. 

SP 6.1 Encourage subferraneon and structured parking; porking 
goroges shouid be locofed to the intenor of o block, where feosible. 

SP 6.2 incorporate spoce for retail ond pedesfriori-oriented uses 
olong the street ievel focode of o parking goragc, cspeciolly where 
pedestrion octivrty is most dcsrred; parking garages should provide 
visuol interest along the sfreet; 

SP 6.3 Site surioce parking lots behind burld~ngs or mterior too  biock, 
not to the fro"! and preferobiV not to the side o f  a Luildmg in relation 
fo fhe sfreet; riiost imporiontiy, surfoce porking is not to be locoted ot a 
street corner. 

SP 6.4 Minimize the number of curb cuts and occess points to porking 
from the street; curb cuts should be consolidafed and placed at mid- 
block, or provide olley occess to sewice ond parking, where feas~ble. 

SP 6.5 Screen views of automobiles from public view ond adiacenf 
sensifive lond uses, including odequote screening for parking goroges; 
dense plonting is ohen an effecfive screen for sudoce porking. 

SP 6.6 Direct porking iot lighting awoy from odjocent properiies, and 
use pedesfrian-scaled fixtures thot emtt a worm light. 

SP 6.7 Use londscoprng to minimize the expansiveness of sudace 
porking lots; shade surfoce porking and reduce heat build-up with 
raws of rnolure canopy trees. 

Central District Specific Plan 

Duwntulcn Precedent: ground 
floor retail urith n gnrngrr 
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Guidelitre Sf' 7 

Intent  

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES r y  - - -- - - - - 
- - 

District-wide  videl lines: Site Planning 
P"i 

Make Service Facilities Unobtrusive 

T h e  siting orncccssaly building alomet~ts  soch as  service acccss 
and mrchanical eq~ i ipmcnt  shuuld he given careful considrration. 
Oftcn, poor planning am1 siting uf ~lwsr  rlernrnts creates ~lnsightly 
conditions that i n t e r n ~ p t  salisfwlury public vicws. Planning in the  
pady  stages of devclopmcnt should considrr the placement of 
service faril i t irs and their effwts  on the publir rnvironmrnt.  

SP 7.1 Consider service focilities os an integral part of the site plan; 
ovoid siting sewice oreos and mechon~cal equipment or on 
oiterfhoughf 

SP 7.2 locate sewice, loodmg, ond storage areas oway from publlc 
streets and public spaces, os for as ieoslble 

SP 7.3 Restrict semice, looding, and storage areos from djrectly facing 
public streets, restdenhol nerghborhoods, or other imporion1 ciwc 
spaces; wf~ere possib!e, toke sewice occess along on alley. 

SP 7.4 Buffer adiacent sensitive land uses from the undesirable 
imparts of semice focilitiez; use londsrope or cohesive oirhitertvrol 
treatment to screen servtce occess and facilittes. 

SP 7.5 Screen roof-mounted mechanical equipment from public view 
and locate i t  away from the street edge; reference ihe Citywide Design 
Guidelines lor Screening o i  Rooftop Equipment. 

. Public: C l ~ i ~ r i ~ ~ ~ r :  A SII.CCI should readily communicate that i t  is  puhlic 
space. 

. Integrated Planning: A site should support the functional and risual 
integration af orn-sitr facilities and uses. 

Dolunrown Pmecderu: the renr 

of the buildinKprvvides accesr 
lo u screened ssruicc arm 

D&eourrr+pd; uisible trash, 

scrvicc nr~dpurkir~g orens 

detract from the street 

Central District Specific Plan 
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~istrict-wide-Guidelines: ~ u i l d i n ~  Design 

Guideline BIJ 1 Respect Surrounding Character 

Intern1 

BD 1.2 Integrate new development with its surroundings, emphasizing 
function01 ond visual continuity while odmiiiing indivjduol cxpressron. 

Contcrnpora~~ ways of building can potentially crcatc visual 

conflicts with uldrr buildings duc to diffrn:n<,cs i n  scale, massing. 

and dcgrccs darticulation. On the other hand, ncw buildings are 

occasionally clothed i n  rxtcriors that mimic past architectural styles. 

This nostalgic misrepresentation confuses the relationship hctwccn 

buildings over time, drvaluing and qurstioning the authenticity of 

truc historic structures. Pasadena emphasixs thr  notion of 

historical continuity - thc relationship of huilt structures over time. 

This relationship expresses diversity within a cohcr~nt whole, 

reinforcing the unique and evolving historical and cultural character 

of the City. 

Iiecornnrerrdntio~~s 

Citymid, 
Desigrt Criteria 

OD I. I Design visually ofiroctive buildings thot odd richncss ond 
vonety to the Downfown environment, including creative conternporory 
orchiieciurol solutions. 

OD 1.3 Esfablish o harmonious tronsitior~ helweeri newer arid older 
buildings; cornpalible design should respect the scole, mossing and 
materials of adjacent buildings and londscope. 

BD 1.4 Complement the architectural choroctei of on odlocent historic 
building or area; however, irnitotion of histor~col styles is discouraged. 

BD 1.5 Avoid mimicry of histor~col orchiiecturol styles; new buildings 
should not oppeor to hove been consirucfed during o post era, ond 
references to period orchitecture should be jnterpreted in o 
contemporary monner 

BD 1.6 Discourage excessive and overly grotuiious ornomentotion 
thot detrocts from the visual cloiity of Downtown's historic orchitecture. 

BD 1.7 Employ design strategies ond inrorporoie orch,tecfurol 
elements thoi reinforce Downtown's unique quolilies; in poif~culor, 
Downtown's best buddmg's tend to support on octwe street life. 

. Contextual Fit: A building should fit xi111 i ts  s~r l -~ourd ir~~s .  

Thl.ce-Dir~~ctaiond Quality: A building should add in~c~cst  and \,nricty 
lo  its surroundings. 

Central District Specific Plan 
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Guideline BD 2 

lrrtcnt 

Citymirlr 
D e r i p  Criteria 

PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES - n 
- 4 y 9  
District-wide Guidelines: Building Design 

Mitigate Massing and Bulk 

T.srge, rnondithic lm i ld i l~gs  negate t l l r  qualirics particular to t l ~ c  

Ccntral Il istrict. At their worst, thcsc buildings makc Duwrrtoarl a 
lrss human,: placr:. Thr proper consideration or thc scalc, massing 

and detail of individual buildings wi l l  contrihutr to a coherent 

strcctscapc and satisfying p h l i c  environment. 

BD 2.1 Destgn budding volvmes to moinfoin o cornpotible scale with 
their surioundmgs; in general, breok down the scale and massing of 
larger buildings. 

ED 2.2 Rely on building massing and orientation to place strong 
visual emphasis on the street and other important civic spaces. 

BD 2.3 Employ strong budding forms such as towers to demarcate 
mportont goteways, intersections, and street corners; strong corner 
nassing can function as the visual anchor for o block. 

3D 2.4 Employ simple, yet voned musscs, and emphasize deep 
3penings that create shudow lines and provide visual relief, 
jiscourage monoltthic veriicol extrusions o f  a moximurn building 
'ootprini. 

3D 2.5 Use ort,cvloted sub-volumes as o irunsitmn in size to adjacent 
'listoric or residential structures that ore srnaller in scale. 

8D 2.6 Vary three diniensional character as a building rises skyward; 
n general, differentiate between the base, rniddle and top levels o f  a 
building. 

BD 2.7 Emphosire fhe horizontal dirrrerlsion lo make a id1 building 
appear less overwhelming. 

Threc-Dimensional Quality: A building should add interest and valiety 
tn its suwmndings. 

Downtown Preeedanr: 

blrildrngs rraditiunully erprehs 
o base, n~iddle ,  nrtd top 

Diaeour<yerl: errur~icwlurrcl, 
monolithic buildings negate the 
street end o rich design history 
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Guideline BLJ 3 

I I L C I L ~  

Ciryluide 
D e l e  Criteria 

PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES - 
151 

District-wide Guidelines: Building ~ e s i ~ v '  

Unify and Articulate Building Facades 

Ultimately, al l  buildings nrml  to make s positivr contr i lu t ior~ to thc 

architectural hcritage of I'asadena. A set of responsive, regulating 

pnqmrtions wi l l  contribute to a coherent t-xi lding design and 

promote architectural unity within ihc Downtown. Propcr 

urticulation of a building's f x a d c  w i l l  add to the richness and 

valiety of Ilowntorvn architecture. 

BD 3.1 Establish a building's overall oppeoronce on o cleor ond 
pleosing set o f  propoi?ians, o building should exhibit o sense of order. 

BD 3.2 Utilize o hierarchy of vertical ond liorizontal expression; 

facade oriiculotion should refleci changes in building lorm. 

BD 3.3 Respond to the regulating lines and rhythms o f  odjocent 
buildings thoi also support o streei-oriented environment; regulating 
lines ond rhythms include verficol and hor~ronlol pollerris as expressed 
by cornce lines, bell lines, doors, and windows 

BD 3.4 Use regulating lines to promote contextual harmony, sol~dify 
the relationship behveen new and old buildings, ond lead the eye 
down the street. 

BD 3.5 Provide o cleor pattern o f  building openings; fenestrofion 
should unify o building's s i red woll ond add ~ o n s i d e i o b i ~  to a 
iacode's three-dimensional quol ik  

BD 3.6 Avoid uninterrupted blank wall surfaces olong all building 
facades; the use o f  opoque and highly reflecfive yioss i s  also 
discouraged. 

BD 3.7 Encourage the use o f  recessed windows that create shodow 
lines and suggest solidihr 

. Thme-Dimensional Quality: A building should add intelsst and valiety 
to its surroundings. 

. Human Scale: A building sl~oulri contuhute to a more pleasant and 
hornnne living erlrironment. 

Central District Specific Plan 
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~istrict-wide Guidelines: Building Design 

Activate the Street Edge 

Accomniodating public use at the ground floor is critical to a sorially 

and visually stimulating Downtown, and slroct l c ro l  hcadrs  olfer thc 

greatest oppurtrinity to suppoct pedestrian activity. Mul t ip le 

storefronts, shop entrances, ;m,l nct iv i l i , :~  cnliven lhv slrcet, sllstsin 

attcntion, and providc a safr prdrstr ian environment. Gmcroos 

windows placed at the ground floor give prople insidc a knowledge 

of those on the street, anrl thc people on the s l r r r t  gain an  awarcncss . . 
,f the activity inside. This phenomenon is commonly rrfemed to as 

'cycs on  the street," and supports an active day and night strcct 

fnvironment. 

3D 4.1 Plornoie octive, pedestrroo~oriented uses with a high degree o f  
ronsporency olong the street; uses should be rcadjly d~scernoble to 
he passer-by. 

3D 4.2 Design buildings to encourage multi-ienont occupancy and 
walk-in traffic at the street level; as for os leos~ble, uses which hove 
(tile need for walk-in traffic should be discouraged from street-fronf 
OCOtlOrlS. 

3D 4.3 Encouroge a frequent cadence o f  sioreironf entrances olong 
;treeis where o pedcstrmn~oriented environrncrit is especially desired. 

3D 4.4 Discouroge grade seporaiions between sldewolks ond ground 
'loor cornrnerciol uses. 

3D 4.5 Rely on shop windows ond enfronces to onmote fhe street and 
iustorn otieniion; provide generous streef~level windows and 
?ncouroge storefronts that ore predominantly ironsparent glass. 

3D 4.6 Restrict the use o f  reflective, opaque, ond highly tinted glass, 
Gpeciolly of street level; storefront doors also tend fo be more inviting 
#hen they are transparent glass. 

Visunl Trsnspal.ency: A building ~ h m l l d  oflm helpful cues about i t s  

access and use. 

rrnrrsparcrrt plass rvindv~us 
don~inare storefront fnmder 
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Guideline LID 5 

lnrcru 

PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES r\ - 

District-wide Guidelines: Building Design 
i l l y  

Demarcate Building Entrances 

Buildings should offer helpful cues to their access and use. A milin 
lobby entrance to a building S I I ~ Y C S  B diCCcrcnt purpose than a 
storefront entrance to a street lcvcl shop. The differenrcs in use 
should b e  ar:centuated in thcir design. Main rntmnces that arc 

casily d i ~ t i n ~ u i s t ~ a b l c  provide comfo,rt and rasc for thc pcdcstrian 
scnn:hing for thrir dcstination. Prominmt rntrancos also add 
chararter, identity, and interest along t h r  strcct. 

BD 5 , l  Prowde well-marked, adiculated bu,ldlng enhones orrented to 
streefs and publtc space 

BD 5.2 Orlenf moin budding entrances to directly foce the streef; 
buildings that front mult~ple streefs should provide o main entronce 
olong eorh streef. 

BD 5.3 Relate the size and scole of o moin building entrance to the 
overall width ond height of the buildmg ond its ground floor "base." 

3D 5 4 Acceniuate the entrance[s) io a b u ~ l d ~ n ~ ' s  moln lobby oi 
ntenor office space, these main bulidrng entrances sliould bc 
srominent in terms of stre, orhculotlon, and use of mofer~ols 

I D  5.5 Consider placing the main bullding entronce at a street corner, 
 here feasible. 

5D 5.6 Diffeienide a moin bullding entronce from storefront 
-ntronces into street level businesses. 

80 5.7 Encourage the use of highly crofted moterials or civic ad 
nieces to accentuate the appearance of entrances. 

n Public Character: A street should readily communicate that i t  i s  public 
space. 

v Visual Transparency: A building should offer helpful cues about its 
access and use. 

Central District Specific Plan 



Section 9 PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES + 
District-wide ~"idelines: ~ u i l d i n ~  Design 

Encourage High-Quality Construction 

Pasadena's archi~rctural hcritagr is extraordina~y among local 

rommunit i~s and new buildings should continue this tradition. 

Thcrefore. i t  is imperative that all buildings are cor~slructcd as a 

long-term addition to thr  urban fahric. 4 well-built structure adds 

value lo the Central 1)istrict. I t  contrilrulcs lo lhc stork of  well- 

cmfted buildings, and cammun i~~ les  the significance and enduring 

quality of  the place. 

BD 6.1 Consjder each building os a high-quolily, long-term odd~tion 
to Downtown; exterior design ond bvildgng moteriols should exhibit 
permonence and quality approprioie fo on urbon sewing. 

! 
ED 6.2 Use moteriols, colors, and detods to unify a burldmg's 
oppeoronce; buildings and structures should be built of compofible 
rnoienols on oll sides. 

BD 6.3 Design architectural fcofures fhof ore an infegrol port of the 
building, and discourage ornomenfofion ond feaiures thoi oppeor 
"iocked-on" or arftficially thin; this applies to balcontes, canopies and 
ownings, os well as exposed rofieis ond beams, moldings, 
downspouts, scuppers, eic. 

BD 6.4 Employ especially duroble and high-quolily moferiols ot the 
sfreet level, encouiogmg those moteriok that show permonence ond 
qualib, tninirnize mainfenonce concerns, and exiend the life of the 
building; examples of oppropriote buildlng moteriols for use of the 
sfreet level include: stone, terra-cofta or tiic, mcfal, brick ond 
tronsporent gloss. 

BD 6.5 Avoid ihe use of applied foam ornamentation and EIFS 
[Exterior lnsulotion & Finish System) on exposed, ground level 
locafions; in odditlon, through-ihe-wall vents should nof be ploced on 
prrmory elevoiions. 

BD 6.6 Limit the number of maieriols and colors used on the exterior 
of on individuol building so thot there is visual simpliciiy and harmony; 
intense color should be used only as on occent or os pod of a 
corefullv executed ond bolonced color scheme. 

. Human-scale: A hrilding should contribute to a nrare pleasant and 
humane living environment. 

Downroun Precedent: atmlitv . . 
rnuterinls erprens thot building8 
nr-e a long term ci& invcstme,~l 

fit tuirh the arehiteetrrre 

Eraruples of high quolity 
,nntcriol arrd dsroilirr8 for 

gencml npplicntion include: 

I'lcrster cement tvolls with 
ertruded churmel reuculr and 
smooth-rrorueled sncfneer. 

Extruded n r e ~ u l f r n m i n ~  for 

s10refron1s. 

Concenled downspouts 
threaded througlr interior 
tunlls; if exposed, 
dorunrpourrta lhor are an 
appropriate size andgouge 
for the scale of tlre ( I ~ i l d i n ~ .  

0 H e a v y - p a g e  metal or tile 
uuppws urc balco,,ier. 
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Section 9 PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES fly - --- - 
-- Y 5 5 L  

District-wide Guidelines: Building Design i 

Emphasize Human-Scale Design 

The individual interacts with the strccl level o l a  building in  an 

intimate fasl~ian, anrl this is l ikc ly  to influence oul.perception of l l ~ c  

rn t i rc  If emphasis i s  pli lccd on the human-scale, buildings 

w i l l  communicate that 1)owntown is  an invit ing anrl plr:asant l i v ing  

environment. Rich visual details at the street level add int r r rs t  and 

rharacter to the facade, setting the stage for an activr street 

rnvironmcnt and reinforcing pedestrian coml'orl. 

BD 7.1 Gistingush the ground level o f  a building horn the uppcr 
levels o f  a building, especdiy where a building orients to the street 
ond/or defines public space. 

BD 7.2 Estobiish o rhythm o f  vertical elements along the street-level 
facade; for instance, the regular cadence of d~splay windows ond shop 
enfronces enhances the pedestnon experience. 

BD 7.3 Use design eicrnenfs such os seporote storeironis, display 
wmdows, shop entrances, exterior light fixtures, awnings and 
overhangs to add tnterest and give o human dimension to street-levei 
bvildrng focades, 

BD 7.4 Give greoter ottenfjon to defoll at the street level of a building 
to sotisfy the pedestrian; ernphoslre details that modulate the light and 
provide evidence o i  arhstiy and craft. 

BD 7.5 Show creativity and ihdividuai exp~ss ion  in the dcsign of 
storefronts, and encouroge shop windows that reveal muiti-layered 
displays and shrff~ng potterns of octivtty 

BD 7.6 Provide overhead cover along the sidewalk for pedestrian 
comfort, especialiy where there ore few mofure street frees; canopies 
ond awnings are encouraged. 

BD 7.7 Size exterior light iixfures, canopies ond awnings to the scale 
o f  the building ond sidewalk. 

. Human-scale: A building sho>ilrl contribute to a more plcasont nnd 
humnne living environment. 

Cilywide 
Design Criteria 

Central District Specific Plan 

. Three-Dimensional Quality: A building should add interest and variety 
to its surl.oundings. 



Section 9 
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Guideline BD 8 

rnlr:nl 

Cirywide 
Design Criteria 

PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES @ 
DistrictGide ~uidel inesy~ui ld in~ Design 

Design Roof Silhouettes 

A building's silhouette can providc a rncrnorohlr image. As an 

imporlant Centore of the building, thc rooftop should he intercsting i n  

form, complement thc building, and favorably add to Downtown's 
skyline. Often, howevcr, rooftop equipment and other important 

components are not considrrrrl i n  thp design, and have a ncgatirc 

risual impact on thc building. This equipment can be so large a s  to 

h a w  attention to itself, or t l r  srrzcning dcvices can be so extensive 

lhat they alter the mass of the building. 

SD 8.1 Express roofs in o visuolly interesting rnonrler thot 
romplements the composition of the buildtng ond the surrounding 
lreo; sculpted roof forms ore encouraged. 

BD 8.2 Employ h ~ g h  quol~fy roohng moteno1 for roofs thot ore vlslble 
from the street o r d  oher publ~c spaces 

BD 8.3 Use o strong, oifroctively detoded cornice or poropct in 
conjunction with o flat roof. 

BD 8 4 Design roof srlhoueties ihot ore orderly ond oiirociive, 
rnechon~col penthouses and sfotr towers should appear os lntegrofed 
forms, ond should be clod w~th  moter~ols complernentlng the moln 
body of the build~ng 

BD 8.5 Locote and/or screen rooftop equipment so thot it is not v~siblt 
from streets and other public spoces, including alleys; use methods of 
rooftop screening thot are integrol to the bvildmg's form. 

BD 8.6 Gwe considerotion to potential views of the rooftop from 
odjocenf buildings. 

Contextual Fit: A building ahodd fit with its surroundings 

Thm-Dimensional Quality: A building should add interest and variety 
to i t s  suroundings. 

Downrown Pnece$enc: historic 
buildingr qfien display a 
clirri,~etive cowice 

Dlr~urllourn Prere,l.n,: ror,f 
forms eomplentant the building 
composition 

Central District Specific Plan 



Section 9 PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES 
District-wide Guidelines: Building Design 

Guideline LID 9 Require Compatible Parking Structures 

Parking structures tcrd lo bc l q r  and rnonolitl~i~:, detracting from 

the appcararcc of the street and deadening thc sidewalk. Ideally, 

parking structures wil l  be lot:atcd to the interior of a hlock with 

minimal visual impact, 11111 this lnny not always prove possihle. 

Parking structures that front on thc strwt nruit take special ram to 

fit with thv orhail fabric; massing, sralc, nnd facade articolatinn 

should respond to surrounding buildings a r d  provide three- 

dimensional intrrcst. 

- I<c!aomn~arrdurionr BD 9.1 Design prk ing structures lhot are compoiible with, but not 
I necessarily indisfinvuishobl~1 from, adjacent huildinos ond their - 
surroundings in terms of scale, massing, and moteriols; in particvlor, 
the height of o porking structure should not exceed the height of the 
principal building it serves. 

BD 9.2 Mjnimize the presence of large, blank wolls; achieve o 
halonce of solids (wall) and voids [openings) arranged to complement 
neighboring structures. 

BD 9.3 Provide architectural screens and/or o rhythm of window-llke 
punched openings arronged so as to orticulote the facade, hide 
parked vehicles, and shield lighting. 

BD 9.4 Ensure that ground floor porkmg is eniirely screened from 
publ~c vlew, ond preferably, that the ground floor integrates active uses 
along the sidcwolk. 

BD 9.5 Locate vehicular romps within the structure so that they ore not 
readily v~sible from the street. 

BD 9.6 Make sure !hot pedestrian entries h the parking structure are 
clearly odiculated, and lhat stairwells and elevators may be identified. 

. Contextual Fit: A Iwilding slwuld fit with its sutmundings. 

. Three-Dimensional Qualily: A building should add interest and variety 
to i t s  surroundings. 

Dotoruown Preeerlsnf: gorage 
design rcspond~ to the orea'r 
scale and articulafion 

- -  
D<,.~nr"rm, Precerlent: FRcnrlr 

treorment screens velticles end 
prwidca visvul infererr 
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Section 9 

Guideline UR 1 

.. lnrenr 

PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES A 
(I 58) 

District-wide Guidelines: Urban Residential 

Respect Urban Development Patterns 

Kcsidcr~tial buildings sliauld add to thc character a r d  quality oI the 
Downtown community. This begins with a slrorlg lolationship 
Letwccn thc building and thc strcet; strcct-uricntcd development 
will support cornyra~il,ility among an artivc mixturc of Downtown 
uscs. Nonetheless, urban housing rrtusl providc for minirnurrt lcvcls 
of privacy r q u i r c d  of any living envinmn~nnl. ,A laycred transition 
from public to private space is critical. 

UR I .  I Discouroge iniernolly focused resident101 developmenis; 
residentiol buildings should creofe o consistent urban sireet woll thot 
defines the street edge, includmg street elevot~ons thot ore especially 
visible and otfractive. 

UR 1.2 h i t  breoks in the building streei woll to those necessary fo 
accommodaie vehicular and pedestrian access, or to estoblish a visuol 
conneciion with communal open space areas. 

UR 1.3 Employ srmple ond strong, yet varied massing, that places 
strong visuol emphasis on the street; orficuloied sub-volvmes and 
horizontal regulating lines should provlde a visual transition to 
odjocent siructures that ore smoller in scole. 

1 
UR 1.4 Alter roof form and height to complement a residential 
building's moss ond oriicvlotion. 

1 UR 1.5 Minimize sefbocks from the sidewolk while moinioining prwocy 
for residential uses. 

UR 1.6 Provide a shollow setbock and o mtnor grade separation 
between ihe first floor and sidewolk where residentiol uses occupy the 
ground floor; this will promote prwocy and olso accornmodote entry 
porches and stoops. 

UR 1.7 Build at or rieor the edge of the sidewolk ond restrict grode 
seporotions where commercial uses occupy the ground floor o f  or1 
ofhenvise residentiol building. 

I Citywide . Spatial Ucfiniiion; A slrcet shoirlrl wad as  well-delined space 

Ucdgn Criteria . Contextual Fit: 4 buililirlg slmuld fit with its su~~uur~diigs. 

I 
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- 

PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES A - --- 

District-wide Guidelines: Urban Residential V5Y 

Guideline UK 2 

httent 

Create Appealing Street Scenes 

Strccts throughout Duwnlmvn should hc s o ~ i a l l c :  places t h a ~  oKer a 
scnsc of security, and residential building projccls chould rnakc a 
positivc contribution to the l i k  of the strcct. I'orches and stoops will 
cornmunicatc n scnsc of arrival and allow opportnnitics for informal 
social intcractirm; lvalconics and windows ar l i r~~atc the strcct urld 
rreatc a s1:1l ' -~dicin~ envirunr11~111, 

UR 2.1 Vary residential building plans and facodes to avoid monotony 
and create idenfib from building to building, os well os add interest to 
the streef. 

UR 2.2 Provide multiole iesidenfiol buiidina enhances fhot activate 
ond ore oriented to the street. 

UR 2.3 Provide entry porches and stoops as a transitional spoce 
between the pubiic sidewalk and residentlo1 buildirrg and/or dwelling 
entrances; ~orches ond stoops shouid noi encroach upon o public 
sidewalk. 

UR 2.4 incorporate upper fioor bolcor~~es, boys, ond windows that 
overlook the sireet, enliven the street elevoiion, and communicoie the 
residentioi function of the building. 

UR 2.5 Moke ground floor commercial uses visuoliy disfinct from the 
residentioi spoce above; rcsidenfiol entrances shouid read differently 
from entronces to ground fioor commercial uses. 

UR 2.6 Encourage the use of generous windows tho1 ore 
predominantly transparent glass for ground floor comrnerciol uses 
within otherwise residential buildings. 

Public Chal.acter: A street should readily cmmunicate that i t  is public 
space. 

Dvlan1v.an Prered*nt: 
residential balconies ouerlook 
the street 

. Three-Dimensiorinl Q u i d i ~ ~ :  A Imildit~g should add interesl and variety 
to its surroundings. 

Central District Specific Plan 



Section 9 I PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES - 160- 

District-wide Guidelines: Urban Residential 

Guideline U1c 3 

In ten!  

Incorporate Functional Communal Spaces 

Comrnunol open spnccs areas should he a part o f  all urban 

residential pn,jwts, but  these cp;~ccs nccd to 1)e funrtional and 

thercforc, integratctl with the averall design. Cnmrnunal opcn 

spaccs arc intended as spaccs where residents may interact; t h ~ y  

may also provide recrmtionnl o[l[mrtunitics that arc not otherwise 
convcniently found Downtown. Outrloor furnishings, n,i:rrwti(~r~al 

iacilitics, and other site amenities, co t~p l r r l  with attractive planting 

and landscape design wi l l  make <.wnmunal spare domestic, inviting, 

and useable. 

UR 3.1 Incorporate communol outdoor spaces with residential 
projects; locate and size these spoces so that they are funcfionol and 
suppor~ hvinon occupaf~on ond use. 

UR 3.2 Silc communol open spoce so fhof i f  ii centrally located; 
moreover; l o p  conhguous open space oreas ore generally 
to a series o f  small, isolafed spaces. 

UR 3.3 Design communal open spoce areas so os to lend them the 
character of outdoor rooms; bullding walls, plants and other landscape 
features should coniribute to the containment of outdoor space. 

UR 3.4 lncorporofe outdoor furnishings, recreafional facilities and 
other communlv ameniiles; dist~nguish the deslgn of communal 
spoces from privote outdoor spaces. 

UR 3.5 include mature conopy trecs lhroughoui o site and w~thin 
cornmunal outdoor spaces to regulate access to sun and shode. 

UR 3.6 Provide o convenient system o f  outdoor possages ihot connect 
residential outdoor spaces ond ties these spoces to the network o f  
public sidewalks. 

UR 3.7 tncouroge ground level pedestrian possoges and common 
spoces with a strong visual connection h the street. 

Inlegsnted Plnnning: I\ site should suppol* thc functional and visual 
intrgrotion of on-site facilities arid USCS. 

. Useable Open Space: A residential lut slwdcl p~.ovide nsenblc outrlnors 
space. 

Central District Specific Plan 

ro,nmusal spoces include 
ohur,dnnt greenery 

Doloatou:,, Precederr1: 
c o ~ t r n l l y  located rccrenlio,~ul 
facilities scrue residents 
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Guideline U1t 4 

I r ~ l e r t l  

PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES 69- 
District-wide Guidelines: Urban ~esidentiar-- 

Minimize Service & Parking Impacts 

The visual presencr of unattractive project elements, such as trash 
areas, mcchanicol and electrical equipment can have a nfgativc 
impact on the livability of s residential cnvironrnent. In general, 
these clcrncnts should not be visildc from the street, on-site 
cornrnunal gilthrring areas, or rcsidcntial dwelling units. hn:s ight  
and proper planning will acrornmrxlatc: hcsc necessities without 
compromising the desirability of urban living. 

!JR 4.1 Locate porking to reduce its visibility from streets ond other 
wblic and communal spaces; for instonce, place porking below or 
nteiior fo the block o i  o residentiol development. 

UR 4.2 Minimize ihe amount of street frontage devoted to vehiculai 
xcess, and locate points of access so us fo not dominate street 
devations; toke access off of on alley, where feasible 

UR 4.3 Locate ond screen sen/ice areas ond mechanical /electrical 
squfpment to reduce their visibilify from ond communal 
pihering oreos; use mefhods of screening fhat are conipofible with 
the residentiol architectwe. 

UR 4.4 Provide sturdy trash enclosures consirucied of opaque mateno1 
to screen irosh receptacles; design trmh enclosures for rornpoiibility 
with the residentiol architecture. 

I'ublic Chnrnetcr: A street should readily communicntc that it is public 
spec. 

Integrated Planning: A site ahodd support the iunctiond and visual 
integwtion of o w s i t e  h i l i t i p s  and ~ U S P S .  

Central District Specific Plan 

Downroturr Preesdenr: parking 
&."'ag" front 0" " drire rather 
thorr rhe srreet 
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Guideline UR : 

1rzlr.n 

PRIVATE REALM DESIGN GUIDELINES - 
- - I@ 
District-wide Guidelines: Urban Residential 

Compose Attractive Residential Facades 

Dtwntown housing should h r  visually attractivr. A rcs idenhl  

building should also clcarly cunmtlnicatr its domcstic function. 

Wd-composed building Cacacles and intimately-scaled arcliitcctt~ral 

elements such as balconies, hay windows, and trim dctnils add 

rcsidcntial chnractcr and make urban housing appealing and 

comfortable far ils ittl~ahitants. 

UR 5.  1 Aiticulote residential building facodes to unify o building's 
oppearonce, and add interest, scale, and three-dimensional quality: 
adculation moy be provided through periodic changes rn woll plane, 
building molerial and/or color, the introduction of huildirlg 
fenestratmn, or other approaches that creole v m a l  interest andlor 
shadow lines. 

UR 5.2 Creote a simple, pleasing composition that uses a coniniori 
vocobu lo~~  of forms, orch~terfuiol elements, and moteriuls; continue 
design elements, detailing, and materials around the ent~re structure. 

UR 5.3 Utilize windows and doors to establish scale ond give 

expression to residential buildings; dcloils that contlibute to a more 
intimote ond domestx oppeoronce are encouraged. 

-. UR 5.4 Incorporate three~dimensioool design features, such os 
balconies and boys; w~ndows other thon boys should be recessed 
behind the plane of the building to creole shadow lincs. 

UR 5.5 Use clear or llghtly tinted window glanng, and d~scourage the 
use of simulofed muntins in fovor of struciural munfins (1.e. true~divided 
lights); exceptions may he considered provided they ore architecturally 
integrated and suppoit o high-qualify design. Reference the Design 
Guidelines for Windows in Multi-unit Resldentlol Protects iaund in the 
C i w i d e  Design Princfples & Criteria. 

UR 5.6 Employ high-quoliiy, duroble rnoferiols that exhibit a 
permanence and qualiiy oppropriote to an urban selting; masonry, tile, 
sfucco and wood are especially suitable materials. 

Dowr~towr Prrxedcn~: recessed 
windows and balconies add 
three-dimen~ionol quality 

Ci lPidr  
1)oriyrt Crirsrirr 

A 
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. Visual Appeal: A rcsidrr~tial dwelling sl~oulrl be visually appealing. 

Dormstir: Scnlr:: A rrsidcntial dwelling sliould be ir ihntcly scaled fur 
the IISP and  enjoyment of i ts inhabitants 





section IO I SUB-DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES --. . 1 Old ~ a s a d e n a ~ e s i ~ n  Precedent 

I .  Strcet orienlulion 

2 .  Relnil conlincrily (i.e 
storefronts) 

3 .  Compalihlr scale, 
mussing & rhythms 

4 .  Articulnted,facades 

5. Mid-block passage 

1 .  Alley walkway 

2. Puhlic emtrance 

3. Shop windows 

4 .  Facade details (ex.: 
architeclural lighting) 

5 .  Slreelscupc ekmenls 
(ex.: potted plants) 

I .  Building at  sidewalk 
edge 

2 .  Frequent openinp  

3. Transparent shop 
windows 

4 .  Rectilinear jbrms 

5 .  Human-scale elements 
(ex: awnings) 

Central District Specific Plan 



Section 10 

Sub-District 
Character 

SUB-DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES /--\ -- 165 

Old Pasadena Design Guidelines 
L) 

Guideline 1: Reinforce Urban 
Character 
Thc care of Old Pasadena cxhibits an urban 

that i s  extraordinary in the reginn. New 
development should extend this special strcet- 
oriented character throughout the area. 

Guideline 2: Enhance Historic 
Settings 
h n  aburdarrce of hislulk buildings lcntls n 
distinct and exceptional charactex. lo Old 
Pasadma. New construction should regard 
these buildings as srr asset, and n:spund 
sensilir,ely to theil. presence. 

Guideline 3: Build Multiple 
Connections 
Centel.s of activity s l~onld  be  linked, including 
convcrrient p.d~s between parking, buildings, 
and outdoor spaces. A conlinuous system of 
sidewalks, alley walkways, and mid-black 
passages will provide interesting optiulns cur 
pcdcstriart.i to rxplore t h r  area. 

Guideline 2: Give Pedestrians 
Priority 
Pedestrians are key to an active, vital place, 
and their presence, safety, and comfort is 
especially important to 0111 Pasadenna. 
Strectscape and alleyway an~cnil ics nnd 
impmvcnrents will beautify the meu and ct.catc 
a mow pleasant pedestrian cnvironrncnl. 

Street 
~ , ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t  

Guideline 3: Contribute to Local 
Identity 
Stwcts and alleyr should communicate that 
Old Wsnrlrns i s  n urliqur and irlcntifialde 
place. Morcovel; these impmvemcnts should 
identify the area as an  outstanding plnce to 
participate in thc l i f c  of the community. 

Guideline 1: Promote Active Sfreefs 
SWCC~E ~ l l e y ~  in  Old Pasadenn scwe a5 

much more than thoronghfal-es; they me highly 
social places where people participate in the 
life of the community. Retail continuity and 

1 .  Require new construction to mointoin the existing 
urbon, street~oriented development poitern; in addition, 
buildfngs thot contribute to tho area's historic chorocter 
should be proiected ond restored. 

8 buildings that engage the stl.eet arc critical to 
the xca 's  SUCCCSS. 

2. Emulate existing choioctei in terms of the scole and 
massing; maintain o humon~scole fhot defines ond 
activoles the street. 

3. Respond to the articulation and rhythms of historic 
buildings; provide highly ori~culoted focodes. 

4. Emphasize reuse ond rehabilitot~on of exlsting 

structures; comply with the Secretory of Interior's 
Stondards. 

5. Provide pedestrian passages that connect centers of 
octivify; these should be safe, comforioble, and 
interesHng for the public io use, including secondary 
enfronces ond public omenifies. 

Keconirnerrdutions: 

I. Encourage design thot occornmodotes the presence 
of storefronts and w o k i n  cornmerciol uses along 
streets, especially in Old Posodeno's core. 

2. Improve streets ond o k y s  with street trees, 
pedestrmn-scole lighting, sireet furniture, public 
signage, p b l i c  ori, etc.; coordinoie design to creole o 
consisient image. 

3. install a coordinoted system of environmental 
grophrcs such as district identiiicotion signs, direct~onol 
signs, pedesfrion-oriented directories, etc. 

4. Require streetscope elements fhot ore compatible 
with the historic chorocier of the oreo; retain ond 
preserve historic streefscape elements. 

5. Reference the O ld  Posadeno Streefscopes and Alley 
Wolkways Kehned Concept Plon, describing o 
comprehensive opprooch to implementing 
improvements throughout the core of Old Posodeno. , 

1 Central District Specific Plan 



Section 10 

Si t e  I'lunrcing 

Building Design 

SUB-DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES - @- 
Old Pasadena Design Guidelines 

Guideline 1: Hold to Sidewalk Edge 
Buildings shmtld hc construatcd along lhc 
~idcwnlk's edge thl-mtghout most o f the  area. 
consistent with existing dcuelopment. 
Undefined open space, and frequent and wide 
vehicular drives must rn~t in tern~pt  the 
cunlinuity of the strect wall. 

Guideline 2: Provide Mid-block 
Passages 
Orcssional pedestl.ian pascos and passages are 
encouraged to bleak down the scale of block, 

Guideline 3: Encourage Outdoor 
Uses 
Sites should sopport llmc i:rjoyment of outdoor 
spacc. P;'ell-placed fwniture and kiosks will 

1 activntr plaras aid crrults, and ouldoor dining 
I Itus pmvcn popular througlmit thc swa. 

Guideline 1: Continue Building 
Rhythms and Forms 
Although Old Pasadena exhibits n wide varirty 
of arahitcctoral styles, consistency i s  evident in 
architectural fo~.ms and building rhythms. 
These patterns establish a cohcsive image 
t l ~ m ~ ~ ~ h ~ t  tlw ;brca. 

Guideline 2: Generate Street-level 
Interest 
Old Pasadena's buildings should engage the 
public. The presence of window displays and 
Iwmnn-sculc design clemcuts, such ns uwuiugs 
and ar~chitcetut~al lighting will add interest to 
street-level facades. 

Guideline 3: Improve Alley Facades 
Erplorc opportunities to create "second 
storefronts" along alley wslkways. The  alley 
wnlkways are or, especially uriusuirl feature of 
014 Pasederiu, and visud s r d  iu~xtiun;d 
improv~tnrols lo irlley facades will extend their 

I .  Build ot or near the edge of the sidewalk to mointoin 
o consistent street wolf ihroughoui the oreo; this should 
not preclude recessed entries or minor facode 
modulohons. 

2. Minimize interruptions in the street wall, especiolly 
olong Colorodo Boulevard, wherc breaks should be 
l im~fcd to those occornmodafing pedestrmn circulation. 

3. Provide ouidooi spoces interior to a block so os not 
to disrupt the street well; exceptions may be considered 
where street interest and continuip is rnointoined. 

4. Plon for rnid-block possoges, thru-ways, and interior 
spaces tho1 connect streets ond alleys. 

5 .  Moke provisions for site elements ihot contribute io 
street life, such os outdoor dining, seating, etc. 

1. Require buildings fhoi ore generally rectilinear in 
form; limit diogonol ond cuwilineor forms to mfnor 
elernenis ihot fit within o rect~lineor framework. 

2. Accenluotf the ground floor of buildings; focode 
rhythms should include regular ope~lings wiih 
tronsporent gloss, and street-level focodes should 
incorporate rich visuol detoil. 

3. Design storefronts in o monner ihot is sensitive to the 
building's overoil oppeoronce; conlemporory olterotions 
should be compatible with the distinguishing features 01 
o building. 

4 Treot olley focodes in a monner that supports 
pedesirian use of olleywoys and is conststent with 
building design and composition; consider includmg 
public entrances, shop windows, orchiteciural lightmg, 
ownings, etc. 

A 
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section 10  SUB-DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES A 
1 Civic Center / Midtown Design Precedent 

I .  Axial view to civic 
lartdnlark 

2 .  Responsivc scale & 
mussing 

3. Articnlated sub- 
volumcs 

4.  Major p ~ b l i c  outdoor 
space 

I .  Spatinlly contained 
courtynrd 

3 .  Shade frees & lush 
planting.~ 

4 .  Fountain as afocnl 
element 

I .  Civic building w /  
prominent entry 

2 .  Classical model w /  
clear proportions 

3 .  Hi~h-qual i ty ,  durable 
materials (ex.: masonry, 
t e r m  cotta, ironwork) 

4 .  Decorative elerner~ts 

Central District Specific Plan 



Section 70 
- - 

Sub-District 

Churactei  

Streel 

Environncen 

SUB-DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES -- @ 
Civic Center / Midtown Design Guidelines 

Guideline 1: Respect Civic 
Landmarks 
Maintain H t~a lance  bctwccn monumental and 
'hackground" buildings. In  general, new 

-1evelopment should prrwirle a context that 
~ighlights landmark civic buildings. 

Guideline 2: Protect Views of 
Monumental Civic Buildings 
Monumental civic buildmgs should be viewed 
lrom long approaches as befits their 
importance. The cross-axis that visually 
connects the principal civic buildings is of 

xitical intpwtawe. 

Guideline 3: Create Dignified Public 
Spaces 
Distinguish this area hy the presence of major 

public plazas and outdoor spaces suitable for 
public g a t h i n g s ,  These should includc 
dignilicd spaces associuted with public 
I h i l d i n g ~  8md institutiws. 

Guideline 1: Promote High 
Standards of Street Design 
Detail streets to high standards that rcflect the 
civic importance of the area. Well-designed 
sure ts  speak o l  the value ul lLasader~ds citiswa 
as they move about its public institutions. 

Guideline 2: Reinforce the Bennett 
Plan 
The Bennett Plan identified grand, public 
strects in keeping with the monumentality of its 
h i l d i n g  laym~t.  Streelsaape imp~orements 
should uphold this vision. 

Guideline 3: Maintain and Extend 
Historic Streetscape Elements 
Wide sidewalks with decorative paving and 
Lroad tree lawns provide an appropriately 
dignified setting for City Hell. These and other 
histonc e l e tne~m such as 1,istoric light poles 
should bc maintaiucd and irfluet~rx: Iurthnr 
tl-eetscape ~~I I [~ IOY( : I I IP I I~X.  

I .  Rcspect the dominance of the p r i n c p l  civic 
landmarks; buildings and landscape should define 
streets and contain ~ u h l i c  spoce, creating o consistent 
and unffied context for these landmark buildings. 

2. Profect and enhance views ond view corridors 
focvsed on monumental civic buildings, especially City 
Holl, the Central Lrbrary, and the Civic Auditorium; City 
Hall's dome should he the dominant element of the 
s!yine. 

3. Establish Cenlenniol Squore fronting Ctty Holl os o 
symbolically spcciol ploce thot occornmodotes mportont 
civic events ond gatherings. 

4.  Presewe and restore historic buildings and 
londmorks; retain the historic character of the property 

I .  Use streetscope elements, including street trees, 
poving ond lighting fo idenfiiy and occentuaie landmark 
structures. 

2. Plant street trees olong all o i  the orea's streefs; use 
scale, form, and planting poiiern to establish o cleor 
hierarchy of streets. 

3. Creole grand promenodes that visuolly sirengfhen 
the oxes of Holly Street and Gorlield Avenue; 
emphasize o formal planting of trees that does not 
disrupt views. 

4. Maintoin historic landscope elements such as 
ornomental street lights, poving, ond tree lawns; 
streetscope improvements should reflect the quoltty and 
character of these hlstoric elements. 

5 Rclerence the Ciwc Center / Mjdtown Streetscopes 
Reftned Concept Plan, streetscope improvements should 
be consrstent wtth t h ~  pion 

I 
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section 10 

Guideline 2: Embellish Outdoor 
Spaces 
Caurlyards, gardens and other 1nndsc:apc areas 

should be embellished with year-round 
greene1.y and floral abundance. These 
elements present a graciuus quality and nre 
cvucntivc of the Tuurnnrncnt of Roscs Parade. 

SUB-DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES 
Civic Center / Midtown Design Guidelines 

-43 

Site Plnnning 

Guideline 3: Penetrate Blocks for 
Visual Connections 
Building massing should allow visual access to 

I civic buildings and p u b h  spaces. Pel.iodic 
penetrations a f t h e  street wall will build 
phpica l  and vibunl C U I I I , C C ~ ~ O ~  

' Guideline 1: Provide a Gracious 
Landscape Setting 
Thc p r c s m w  of gracious 1andsc:upr 5pnce3 is 
one of the defining rjuulities of the Civic Center 
/ Midlown area. Significantly, thrs r  spaces 
exhibit a strong relationship and comfortable 
flow betwren interior and exterior space. 

Building Design Guideline 1: Achieve Desian - 
Coherence 
There should he a strong visual relationship 
bctween suuctures in the area, an expl.ession of 
unity appropriate to a civic center Clcar 
propurtiuns and rnatcrinls that rcliltc to 
adjwent I,~>ildittgs will help ecl~icvc this goal. 

Guideline 2: Communicate Building 
Function 
Ruiidings in the area accommodate 
commercial, residential or institutional uses, 
and tlrrse sh<mld br  i l i s t inguis td  through 
thci~.  built form. In pnrticular, public 
institutions should be readily idcntilinhle. 

Guideline 3: Build to the Highest 
Standards 

1. Emphosire on cleyont, simple londscope design 
vocabvlory 

'The highest level of craftsmanship is expected 
d a l l  buildings in the Civic Center I hlidtuwr~ 

2. Establish strong physlcol ond vrsuol connecttons 
between indoor ond outdoor space, ond between 
adjacent outdoor spaces. 

~~- 

3. Cncouroge the presence of shode trees, lush 
pionfings, warm materials, and fountains in outdoor 
spaces; fountains ore on especially ideniifioble element 
w h n  the Civic Center / Midtown areo. 

arca. IIigh quality design and constructiou 
acknowledges both the nt.chitectul.ol he~.itage 
and civic importance of the area. 

4. Use open-air passages and block peneirotions to 
breakdown building moss and estoblisii visual 
connections; openings shot~ld not compromise the 
containment of streeis and oufdoor space. 

I .  Motch ihe permanence ond quolity of civic buildings 
in the oreo; buildings should be designed and butlt os 

long-term add~tions to the oreo. 

2. Respect the orch~tecfuial design of historic build~ngs 
orid protect the rnonumerttoiify of londmork civic 
buildings; limit the scale ond mossing of larger buildings 
by employing oriiculoted sub-volumes. 

3. Use the palette of moteriois and colors currently 
found in ihe orea; mosonry (non-brick), stucco, colored 
concrete, and tile decorative elemenh ore prominent 
materiois, and the use o f  intense coiors shouid be 
severely limited. 

4. Maintain stylistic uniiy for civic buildings, drawing 
inspirotion from classical ltalinn and Spanish models; 
this should not prevent coniemporoiy mterpretotions 
responsive to the Southern California environment. 

i 
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Section 10 SUB-DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES - 170 

Pasadena Playhouse Design precedent 
\ 

1 .  Intirnulc! scale along 
Green Street (ex: 1-2 
slories) 

2 .  Walk-in commercid 

3 .  Visual detail (rx.: 
window display) 

4. Mature street trees w/ 

shady canopy 

I .  Off-street puseo 

2 .  Adjacent cornrnercinl 
uctivily 

3. Indoor-uu~door 
transition 

4 .  Parking to rear 

1 .  Building orients to 
Colorado Blvd. 

2 .  Street-level activity 
(ez.: newstand) 

3 .  Contelnporary design 

4 .  Multiple facude 
openings 

Central District Specific Plan 



DESIGN GUIDELINES .- 

Design Guidelines 

Sub-Uistricr 
Character 

Street 
Environment 

Guideline 1: Reinforce the Arts 
Identity 
Support thc arts i ~ d u a i v r  pt.ogl-smming concrpt 
lor the Pasadena Playhouse sea. Thc wrir 

should function as an attractive and animated 
center far arts anrl cultore, both day and night. 

Guideline 2: lnfill Underutilized 
Parcels 
Ttlel.e a x  n number of undcmtiliard parccls 
a r ~ l  surface parking lots that detract from the 
appeamnce of the arm. Rely on inlill 
dwelrrprrrent to create a street-oriented 
rnriromnent that encourages sidewalk activity. 

Guideline 3: Emphasize Public Art 
A jndli-disciplinary a t s  camniunity offws nn 

exceptional opportunity to pursue a widespwd  
mblic arts pmgrarn. Public art xtmcrdd 
,crrricatr the area, enriching and 
:omplementing arts actiritics in llw awa. 

Suideline 1: Enhance Streets and 
411ey.s 
jtreetscape enhancements slmuld unify thr  
xen, build identity and improve thr pedestrian 
:xpencrice. Cortht.tuble street furniture, 
ighling. and other amenities encuwage 
~ a l k i n g ,  st~oll ing i1nd liugesing. 

Guideline 2: Establish a Public 
Signage Program 
4 unified p q r a v n  US public s i p a g e  will add 
dentity and dimcl visitom th~.oughout the uea.  

Public signagc may include pedestrian- and 
rel~iadel;urirnted idmtilicution imd 
iirectional signs and banners. 

Guideline 3: Maintain Green 
Street's Intimacy 
Green Street features a special pedestrian- 
xiented scalc and cllaractcl; and a 

r:oncentl.itlio,! of I~istnl~ie sttn~cturcs tlmt s l ~ ~ u l d  
hc prcsrrvcd. Tlw existing slrcct trers add 
it"measwab1y to its charm. 

1 .  Support designs that provlde for ads, ads-reloied, 
entertainment and reto~lir~g activities, especially at the 
streei-level. 

2 Encourage 1nhl1 developments that close gaps in ihe 
streef woll, and provide lor pedestrian-onentcd uses 

alor~g st,eets and public spoces 

3. Promote artist / designer collaborations; public art 
insfallafions should onlrnote ihe area as o pod of all 
public and privatedevelopmenis. 

4 ,  Ensure public access to arhvorks and encourage o 
varleiy 01 media, including murals, banners, mosaics, 
sculpture, kinetic or electronic ad, or other ad-forms. 

5. Locate public a d  to drow visiton through the area 
and/or create points of interesf. 

Recommendations: 

I. Improve streets and alleys in accordance with the 
Pasadena Playhouse District Concept Plan for 
Streeiscapes, Wolkwoys 8. Alleys. 

2, Introduce sfreekcape elemerits tho! disfinguish the 
area; od~st-designed streetscope elements ore 
encouraged, for instance streei banners, site markers, 
bus stops, sidewalk paving paiferns, etc. 

3. Protect the intimate scale dong Green Sfreet; build 
a continuous frontage ortented to the street with 
frequent entries. 

4. Maintain the streef frees along Green Street; a 
scheduled pruning progrom to thin out the canopy is 
recommended. 

Central District Specific Plan 



DESIGN GUIDELINES 
Design Guidelines 

Site P lamt ing  Guideline 1: Build Intensity Along 
Colorado Boulevard 
Develap more intcnscly nlung Colorado 
Boulevard to genemte activity and pstsblisl~ its 
preeminence. The scale of dcvclopment should 
not owwhelm thc street, but i t  will clearly he 
denser than Green and Union Streets. 

Guideline 2: Reduce Parking's 
Visual Presence 
A pc~lestl-ian-ot.ientcd streetscnpc dc~rm~ds thnl 
pivking's v i a d  pl.csence is minimized. This i s  
r q ~ c i a l l y  important dong Colorado Boulevard 
and Green Street. 

Guideline 3: Introduce Courtyards 
and Passages 
Construct a network <lf weative nnd iuviting 
ouldnor spares that i~~aludcs inlimate courls 
and passages. Penetrate blocks tu pnwidc 
enclosed plar,w that am ~nemorable and 

pleasing to occupy. 

Building Design Guideline 1: Support Progressive 
Design 

, Sophirtieatcd, plngrrssivr designs w i l l  

rommunicste the x t s  and cultural identity of 
he axa. Thrsc will also build upon the Sub- 
iistrict's unique design eclecticism. 

Guideline 2: Reference Historic 
Structures 
Although contcmparnry design solutions arc 

cncnuraged, significant and noteworthy 
buildings i n  the at.ea have qualities worthy of 
enlulation. The scale, massing, and degwe o l  

b a d e  aniculation of new structures should be 
respectful of histul.ical buildings. 

Guideline 3: Add Rich Visual Detail 
An amiable pedestrian character requires 
buildings with human-scale design elements 
and decorntlve detail that modulate the hght 
a d  iw i t c  attcwtiun. Nor~cti~cless, dctails must 
provide rvidmn. nIsrtistry and crd~smaasl~ip. 

Recommendnt ions:  

I .  Concentrate development olong Colorado 
Boulevard to sufficiently establish the street os the focus 
of the urea; orient buildings and entrances to this street. 

2. Redevelop parking 101s with ocfivity generating uses 
olong the street edge; encourage siructured ond/oi~ 
subterranean porkmg ond rnhgaie porking's visthility 
along public streeis. 

3. Situate bullding volumes to clearly define, connect, 
and octivote ouidoor courts and possoges; in generol, 
outdoor spaces should be intimote, conioined spaces, 
and function os on extension o f  interior space. 

4. Establish visual and physical conneci~ons between 
streets, olleys, couris, and  outdoor spaces; ~ r o v i d e  mid- 
block ond off.street poseos and walks. 

I .  Demand o high level o f  design excellence that is 
oppropriate to on oris-orienied district; voriety wiihin the 
coniext o f  o street-oriented development pottern i s  
encouraged. 

2. Provide for contemporary, progressive and innovotive 
design throughout the area; designs should respect their 
context, but not mimic historic styles. 

3. Respect the scale, massing, ond oriiculation of 
odjocent historic buildings; massing should not 
ovenvhelm or diminish h~storic sfructures. 

4. Avoid large, featureless building surfaces, especially 
olong the street and outdoor passages; expansive 
ground floor windows with interesting displays ond 
soeciol detail of entrances ore recommended. 
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Section 10 
- 

SUB-DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES .- 

Lake Avenue Design Precedent 

Central Disfricf Specific Plan 

1 .  Groundfloor walk-it1 
commercial use (ex.: 
coffee s h p )  

2 .  Upperfloor office 

3. Outdoor dining 

4. Street wall wlwindow 
openings 

I .  Street tree5 ulong Lake 
Avenue 

2 .  Coordina~rrl s i r l~ua lk  
furniture 

3 .  Attractive landscape 
modcan 

4 .  Continuous retail 
frontage 

1 .  Individual expression 
of storefront 

2 .  Simple, rectan&ar 
massing 

3 .  Unc lu t t e r~d  facade 

4 .  Expansive storefront 
windows 



Section 70 
- 

Sub-District 
Character 

SUB-DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES - .- 
Lake Avenue Design Guidelines 

Guidelinel: Unify the Area 
Lake Avcnuc sl~ould prescnt $1 rlistinct identit). 
as one of Downtown's main inrnmcrcial 
co~.ridars. In particidat; continuous ground 
floor retail will unify its imagr as a healthy and 

Suideline 2: Highlight Colorado at 
.ake 
h e  intersection of Colorado Boulevnrd and 
..ake Avenue i s  one of the most significant 
lowntown. Design strategies should highlight 
his as a special and especially v ihant  place. 

Guideline 3: Protect Adjacent 
Neighborhoods 
Exterrsire residential nreai  bmde~. the Sub- 
lisuict along Hudson and Mentor Avenues. 
Ucw development should be scnsitire to the 
xesence of these neighborhoods, respecting 
.heir low to illid-rise charactel: 

Guideline 1: Maintain Existing 
Enhancements 
A considerable investment in streetscape 
irneriities greatly adds  to the pleasure of 
walking and shopping along South Lake 
Avenue. Maintain and as appropriate augmrrlt 
l l ~cse  ivnp~.ovemcnts. 

Guideline 2: Extend Streetscape 
Improvements 
A high level of strcetscapc amenity should be 
p m v i d ~ d  dong the crltilr lerlgth Lake 
Avenue. There is a particular med to extend 
itr~prouements no) th of Gccen Street although 
the design expression may diffe~. from that 
south of Green S t ~ ~ e t .  

Guideline 3: Identify Key 
Intersections 
Mark key irttersectiuns along Lakc Avenue lo 

orient visitors and cclcbl.atc the ulscc. S ~ e c i n l  
paving, landscapc. sigrvage, and public art at 
important nodes will add to the quality and 

- 1 identity d t h r  street. 

I .  Enrourogc retail conilnuity to improve the pedestrian 
experience olong Loke Avenue; provide for walk-in 
commercial uses dong the srdewolk, including the 
ground floor fronioge o f  office buildings. 

2. Mark the intersection at Colorado Boulevard and 
Lake Avenue wifh identifiable building forms; strong 
corner massing with ground floor reiail is recommended. 
os well as special freotment of the intersection. 

3. Reduce scale ond mossing adjacent residentmi oreas 
along Hudson and Mentor Avenues, and direct 
corrinierc~al aciivity and service funct~ons away from 
ihese streets. 

4. Screen resideniiol uses from porking facilities ond 
their imports; emphasize the use of landscope buffers 
adjacent  ork king siruciures and lots. 

Recommendations: 

I. Prowde streefscope amenities along Loke Avenue 
north of Green Street; o consistent street tree planting is 
especially imporionf. 

2. Differ the streefscape design vocobulory along lake 
Avenue n o d  of Green Street, where office buildings 
dominate; for instance, streei iree plonting should be of 
o stofure and farmoliiy opproprmte to the scale and 
funciion of this stretch o f  the corridor. 

3. Make a strong, monumenfal entry sioiement af the 
norihern lmit  of the Disfricf. 

4. Consider opportunities for more intense pedestrion 
use of fhe traffic islands of the intersection of Lake 
Avenue and Del Mar Boulevord; nonetheless, the 
freotment should be highly identifiable with public art as 
a malor component. 

5. Delineate cmssivalks with speciol paving to 
communicafe that pedestrians are imporiont. 
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Section 1 C SUB-DISTRICT - - DESIGN GUIDELINES -- .- 

Lake Avenue Design Guidelines 

Guideline 1: Focus Development 
Along Main Corridors 
Rccausr Lake Avenue and Colo~.ado Rooleva~.d 
are Downtown's olosl important comn~ereial 
cor.ridors, development along these stmets 
should teflect their importance. Orient 
buildings dung  Lake und Colorado, and away 
fmm n e a h y  iesidcntinl weas. 

Guideline 2: Build Street Continuity 
An activc comrncrcid street relies an  a 
consistent ett.eet-wiented frontagr that draws 
pedestrians down the sidewalk. Therefore, 
~ninirnim beaks in 1111: building street wall. 

Guideline 3: Include Outdoor Rooms 
Outdoo~. t.ooms shmld  herome B more 
distinctive component of the Sub-district. 111 

pa~ t i cu l a~ ;  provide spaces that further serve 

pedestrian comfort and rnrhility, for. insislice, 
gt.acious pathways that connect stucct. 
buildings and puk ing  facilities. 

Guideline 2: Express Individual 
Storefronts 
A variety of stol.efronts adds richness and 
vitality to the street, i l r d  ttlcrchre, i rd iv idud 
shops s l , ~ d d  be e x l ~ e s r e d .  Tratispalent 
wir~lows sirnply and effectively ndd three- 
dimensional interest; awnings and signage may 
also difierentiate stol-efmnts. 

Building Design 

Guideline 3: Emphasize Quality 
Detailing 
Many regard Lakc hvm~lr  as a high-end 
commercial strret, suggesting detailing 
curnpatible with an uncluttered design motif. 
Usc attractive and dwable  nraterialr. 

Guideline 1: Promote Visual 
Harmony 
Visual harmony and a sense of place may be 
ilahirvcd by emfhasizirlg the simf,licily and 

clarity that i s  characteristic of many buildings 
along Lake Aueuur ( i r lc ludi~~g late Mudemr 
and 1ntwnstion:J Style pl.ecerlents). New 
conatmetion should focus on thcsr  q ~ d i t i e s .  

I. Build ot or near the s~dewolk along the length of 
Lake Avenue, os well as Colorodo Boulevord, to 
estoblish a consistent street woll. 

2. Orient main entrances toward Loke Avenue and 
Colorodo Boulevard, with corner entries permissible at 
street intersections. 

3 Restrict porking and service focil~ties from fronting on 
Loke Avenue ond Coiorodo Boulevard. 

4. incorporate weli-defined outdoor spore with lorger 
development projects; these moy /unction os a 
comfortable transition between the building and the 
street, or serve as o connection to reor porking. 

5. Allow entry forerowis in conjunction with lorger 
oifice buildings; their sire and dimension should create 
only o minor incident in the street woll. 

Recornniendatioirs: 

I .  Encourage confemporory design solufions; budding 
focodes should hove a simple, uncluiiered and 
harmonious appearance. 

2. Employ simple, bold rnossmg ond emphoslze 
rectonguior forms. 

3. Use horizontal reguloting lines to establish a visual 
relationship between odjocent buildings, inclvd~ny 
buildings thot differ in scale. 

4. Incorporate high~quoliiy moterials and deto~ling; 
excessive ornomentotion is discouraged and the number 
of materials should be limited. 

5 .  Adiculate ind~viduol storefronts, compofible wlfh the 
over011 building design; expansive storefront windows 
with engoging disploys ore encouraged. 
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Section 11 IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 
. - - -. . . -. . -- .- 

Implementation Strategy Components 

Implementation strategies cstahlisli a rlcvcssaly link Lrtwecn tl~r: 
xrnrnunity vision fur Downtown, and the resuurces available to 
achieve that vision. Implemrntation rcquircs a coordinated program 
,l'puhlic and private action. It rrlics upon specific action by thc 
nity of h s a d c n a  tbrough additional policy initiatives, regulatoly 
-ontrol, administrative programs, anti capital investment. Public 
mprovcmcnts arc especially critical, as they add value to the area, 
ind lay a foundation for futorr private sector invtstment on the part 
~f property owners, business enterprise, and other area stakeholders. 
The following components describe the basic approach that the City 
should take to achieve the vision and fulfill the objectives fbr the 
Central District. 

I,nnd-Use I m p l e m e n t u t i o n  Strategies: l'his cornponcnt 
identilies strategies for achieving thc desired dibtrilutiun a d  

mix of land uses as p r e s e ~ ~ t r d  in the Uistrict-wide Land Usc 
Corxcpt. 

Mobi l i ty  l n ~ p i a r n a n t a t i o n  Strutegics:  This coinponcnt 
identifies strategies fur a r l k v i n g  ;L rnotw Imlanred system nf 
mwt!mcnt as dcscriled iri t1ie District-widr lllohility Concept 

U r h n n  Design l rnp lanwntn t ion  Strategies:  l'his component 
identifies stratcgics for achieving the desired physical drsign 
character for thc community, including streetsrape and open 
space network improvements a s  desrribed in the District-wide 
Urhan Design Concept. 

Zoning Recomrnsndatiorm: Zoning is critical to implementing 
the goals and policies of the Specific Plan, working hand-in- 
hand with the dcsiKn guidelines to regulate drvelopment. This 
component presents a few key zoning recommendations, a s  well 
a s  land use classification baLlcs identifying pcrmissiLle land 
uses Ly Sub-district and I'recinct. I'lsase t~ute  t l~a t  this is riot 
intcndcd a s  a cornprchcnsivc presentation of zoning controls for 
the DOWIILUWII; reference Title I 7  of t h e  Pusudonu  M u n i c i p a l  
C o d e  (The Z o n i n g  Code). 

S u r n n ~ u r y  ofImpucts:  A bricf sunlmary of the impacts 
resulting from thc implrmcntation of kcy policics is inclurled. In 
particular, the mobility conccpt is studicd for its impact on 
t~af f i r  movement Duwntown and citywide. The proposrd land 
use and urban design concepts are examined for their effects an 

the economic feasibility of development projects. 

A 
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STRATEGIES 
Strategies 

SpwiJiic Plan l<eoiew: (:onduct a rcvicw ufihc Ccnlral District 
Spccific Plurr wery  5 years lo assess pnlgwss loward iniplernertlation 
of the Plan. This review shall he prcscntcil to the Plattning 
Commission to assess tlte effcrtivcncss of Central District 
~lcvrlapmrnl  stun(larrls and guidelines, including Ilcighl and 
intensity standards, in arhirving the drsirrd con~munity vision. 

Economic Drueloprnent  S t ra tegy :  Beyond the context of the built 
environment, implementation of the Specific Plan will havc long- 
tcrm economic and social impacts on the entire City. Similar to utller 
cornrnurrities, Pasadena's L)nwntown represents the center of its civic, 
cultural, and business activity. For this reason, any economic 
develupment strategy for the central area m u t  he coordinated with 
city-wide economic goals. The Economic Developmertl Element ol' 
the General Plan is the d o c u ~ ~ t e n t  that sets the iortc l'ur h c s c  
aclivities altd estuLlisl~rs priuritirs. 

Concurrent or s o l x r q l ~ m t  tu an update of' I'assdcna's I:conomic 
Dcvclopmcnt Element, an ujrtlatcrl stmtcgy for 1111: cr:l~tral an:a 
should hr rstahlishrrl. Surh  a stratcgy should include the following 
goals: 

Encoumge businesses offering meaningfill joh nppnrt~~nit ies  to 
locate within the Centt.aI Distl.ict. 

Consider the need to allow successful h u s i n ~ s s ~ c  to grow within 
the Central District. 

Support quality goods and services for r~s idcn tc ,  visitnw and 

employers. 

D i r e c ~  development and investment toward key opportunity 
sites. 

Strengthen rcvcnuc resources that support rnunicipd services. 

Build on local academic, rcscarch, and cultural assets. 

Central District Specific Plan 



Land Use Implementation Strategies 

In-reran K ~ s i r l w z ~ i a l  Srnrrrlurds: AI I~UI~I  11w R M  ZOII(, I x l u ~ ~ ~ I i ~ r i ( . s  

10 UIWI~II~~~W 1111, 111-low11 Housing S~~I~-< l i i l r i , . l ,  cxw1,I l l lal  ill,: 
Pasadena U ~ ~ i l i e , l  S<,honl Distrir:i pmlwrty sl~<,uld bn z~ssignrd PS 
(Pul,li,, i ~ m l  Scru-Pul~l ir :  Distri1.1) Zonit~:. P r o l ~ r r l i c  shall vr~rr~ply 

rvilli ll~r al,plir:nl,lr land itst. r rgul i~ l ions all11 drrc lopnwnl  slnndanls 

and guidelines. 

M a s t e r  1)rt:elopment Plans: Support larp- Downlown ins l i lu l ims 

(such as Fuller Seminary and Mayfield Juninr S~:hool) in ihe 

development and updale ol'hlaster Developtnenl Plans. 
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section I I 

i l lnrkelinfi d;. In rcn t ives  Projirarns: Pursuc uil~ious programs as 
identified in the proposed economic development stratPgy that 
support thc vision of the Central District. An cffectivc program 
should address the following: 

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES - @  
Land Use Implementation Strategies 

Adn~inis1ratiz.e 
Progranrs  

Assemble and coordinate marketing plans to promote Pasadena 
a s  a place to live, work and visit. 

O p p o r t u n i t y  Si tes  l n u e r ~ t o r y  I S i te  Locnl ion  .4ssirtnnce: 
Maintain a current inventory of vacant building space and 
devclop~nertt opportunity sites, and niarkrt ttwse sircs to prospcctivc 
ocauparits and rlcvclopers consistent with this Sprcific P la r~  and thr: 
Economic I)cvclopmc:ni Strategy. 

Outreach to existing Lusirlesses so ihat growth nerds are 

anticipated and plannrd iur. 

Rccruit targeted husinesscs and institutions, a ~ d  dircct them 
toward thc most appropriate locaiiorls. 

Continue to swengthen linkages hctwecn City staff, husincss, 
improvement districis, local itistitutions. invastors and rcal 
estatc prufcssionals. 

Track rcal cstatc availability and rnnduct survey work to gaugc 
local issues. 

Utilize preservation tax credits, redrvclopment funds, grants, 
and other public resources to leverage private investment. 

Support efforts to grow unique retailers within Pasadena by 
facilitating small business training. 

1Sxplorc idras lor special cvents and strengthen tics bctwccn 
Downtown mcrchants and cvcnts in thc Rose Bowl. 

Business Assis tance I'rograms: Provide organizational and 
informational support for Downtown busincss associations and 
Business Impl-ov~rnrnt Districts. 
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Section I I IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 
Table 1 :  Land Use Implementation Strategies 
& Schedule 

I I 
CD Zone Land Use Regulations concurrenf on-going 

Econom~c Development Strategy 

REGULATORY CONTROLS. 
CD Zone D~rtrfct Boundones 

I I 

Non-Traditionol Housing Standards I concurrent on-going I 

shod to mrd term 

ADOPTION 
concurrent 

I I 

an-gemg / rewew every 5 years 

ENFORCEMENT 

on gw"g 

Urban Residentic~l Standards concurrent on-going 

I I 
In-Town Residential Standards concurrent 

I I 

Central District Specific Plan 

on-going 

- 

on-going Morter Development Plans mid- to long-term 

Marketing & lncerrt~ve Programs 

Business Arristonce Programs 

short to mid-term 

short to mid-term 

on-going 

an-going 



Section I I 

R e y l a t o r j  
Control? 

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 62- 
Mobility Implementation ~tr- 

C D  Mobility Improven~ent A1Lcrr1atiue.s: E r a ~ n i n c  dtcrnatives tu 
improvc mobility in the Centrd D i s ~ r i r ~  and to k rcp  t l -a rk  on multi- 
modal corridors. Proposed ~rar~sportation improvements stluuld 
support thc ohjec~ive o l  achieving a balanced trarymrtatian systcrn. 
and should bc crmsihtent with the updated City-wick Mobility 
Element and this Specific Plan's Mohility Concept. 

Trnnsit /ARTS Bus  Plarminfi: Continue to operate and enhance 
transit mutes, including those of the ARTS bus operation. 
Kmphasize improving connections between Downtown's sub- 
districts, and to light rail statiuns. 

Arroyo Linkage Study: Investigate alternatives for improving the 
pedestrian and bicycle connections between Downtown and the 
Arroyo Seco. 'She study may include an  examinalion of slreelscape, 
sidwvalk and crossing i~~~provernrn t s ,  as w d l  as the provision 01' 
1,icydo lancs and k i l i l i e s  that support this linhagc. To the extent 
fcasiblc, alternatives should be coortiinntrtl with L)ownlown 
strrets<,apc: and parks p lan~~ing .  

CD Parking Slundards: Adoy parking standards that mcct the 
inlent i d  are consistent with this Specific Plan's politics and 
rccommendntions. In general, standards should rcduce long-term 
parking requirements within thc CD Zonc. 

Transit-Oriented D~uelopment (TOD) Standnrds: Adopt 
standards applicable to development within the TOD district. 
Standards should promote non-automotive travel, including 
pedestrian and bicycle use, and reduce parking requirements. 
Amend the Zoning Map lo rcflcct thc ncw TOD boundaries. 

Coordir~utiorl with Regionul Transit Agencies: Maintain on- 
going comn~unication with regional transit agcncics to ensure propcr 
considcriltion of local transit needs in the assignment u l  rcgional bus 
routes and level of service. Consider opportunities to fill gaps in the 
rcgional scrviu: with 111(:al transit servi~x:. 
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section I I IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 
-- my Implementation strategies 

Cupitul C D  Mobility fmprovernerc~s: Ur~rlcr~ekc i t~~~) l - r~v t : r r~ i~r~ t s  consistent 

Inueslrrienl 1 M 

I E 
. - 

~ i t h  thc p l i c i c s  and rccunlrr~crld.~ti<,ns the Ci~y-wide Mnhility 
;lernt:nt, and t l ~ c  review of CD Mobility lmprnvprnent Alternatives. 

IRTS Bus Expansion: Fund expansion of the AKTS bus operations 
n accordance with the poliries and i-ecommerdations of the City- 
ride Mobility Elelnent and on-going Transit / ARTS bus planning. 

Lrrogo 1,inknge Improuements: Undertake pedestrian and Licyclc 
nobility improvements in a<:corclarrc with the most suitable 
Iternatiw(s) far improving connections between Downtown and 
irroyo Secu. 
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section I I IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 
. 

Table 2: Mobility Implementation Strategies 
& Schedule 

l ~ r r o ~ o  Linkage Study I shod- to mid-term ( phased over long-term I 

I I 

Transit / ARTS Bus Planning I shod- to mid-term phased over long-term 

I I 
REGULATORY CONTROLS: ADOPTION ENFORCEMENT 

CD Pork~ng Stondordr I concurrent 

I I 

I I 

CAPITAL INVESTMENT: I INITIATION I DEVELOPMENT 

CD Mob,l\ty Improvements m d  to long-term phored over long-term 

on-prig 

TOD Stondords 

I I 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROGRAMS, INITIATION OPERATION 

I I 
ARTS Bus Expansion mid- to long-term phased over long-term 

Coordnnot~on w l  Regional Tronslt Agenclels 

I I 
Arroyo Linkage lmprovemenlr mid- to long-term phased over long-term 

mncurreot 

shad-term I on gomg 

Central District Specific Plan 
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STRATEGIES 
~ b a t e ~ i e s  

Downtown Parks l'lnnning: As part of the update of the City-wide 
01xn (Green) S p c c  Element, develop a coordinated systcm of' ncw 
atid misting Downtown parks, civic space, aud rrcrcational facilitics. 
Focus on implcmcntatiun of the Public Open Space Concept 
presented in this Spccific Plan. The study may include the 
following: . Identify the potential location and design of pocket parks, major 

civic spaccs, and other recreational facilities in cooperation with 
immediately affected business, residents, and other interested 
parties. 

r Recommend funding prioritics lor Downtown parks and 
recreational facilities; this may invdve preparatory strategic 
planning ofl'orts that include cost analysis and identificiltiutl uf 
specific funding sources. 

r Coordinate andlor provide oversight for n:latnd cfforts; for 
il~stance, sfrretsrapc planning and dcsign, existing parks rnastcr 
plan updates, as well as r v c n r  and sliarcd facilities 
pl-ngramm~ng. 

Centrnl Park & iVlernorio1 Park M m t w  Plnns U p d r ~ r a :  
Concurrent with preparation of the updated City-wide Open (Green) 
Space Element, review and update thi: Central Parks and Mcrnorial 
Park Master Plans as necessaly to ensure optimal use of' p r k  
resources. consistent with the land use and urban design concepts of 
this Specific Plan. Yonetheless, use demands should be balanced 
with the historic character of these parks, as well as preservation 
and rehabilitation of their historic resources. 

Sub-distr-ict S ~ r e s l s c u ~ e  Pluns: Prepare and adopt a 

comprehcr~sivc streetscnpe plan for t l ~ c  Arroyo Corridor I Fair Oaks 
Sub-district; plans for other Sub-districts should also bc pt.epared as 
need and opportunity arise. Streelscape plans shall be prepared with 
substantial community input, and shall he consistent with the 
objcctivcs. and  guidclinrs of this Specific Plan. A t  a minimum, they 
should addrcss the folluwing: 

Provide detailed recornn~endaliw~s ror thc public trcBtrnornt nT 
strcctscapcs, and where applicaldr, allrys and alley walkways; 
recornmcndatim~s should address streets trces, strcet lighting, 
street lixniture, and other pertinent issues, consistent with the 

1 Public R e d m  Uesign Guidelines. 
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STRATEGIES 
~~- 

Strategies ,@+ 

Provide detailed recon~n~cndations fur tllc public treatment of 
gatewilys and focal features. 

Includc dctailed rmxxnrnendations for pol~lic signage, way- 
finding and environmental graphics, as well as p r ~ p s d s  Or the 
integration of public arl. 

Include a cost analysis, and identify spc:cific funding sources 
and funding priorities. 

Existing Strertscape Plans Review & Lfpdatr: Keview the 
existing streetscnpe plans as need and opportunity arise. An 

assessment of these plans should recognize the prior effort invested 
in these documents and only pursue those changes as necessary to 
address changing conditions, and reinforce consistency with this 
Specific Plan, particularly the boundaries established by thc Sub- 
district Conccpt. Inronsistencies between existing streetscape plans 
and the City's Master Plan of Strwt 'liees slwuld 81s" LC rcsolvcd. 

CD Zone De.tieloJ,rn~rrr Standards: Adopt rcviscd CU Zone 
dcvclopmcnt standar~ls that meet the intent and arc consistcnt with 
this Specific Plan's goilk, policies and retornrrwndations for 
develulmcnt. Dcvclopn~ent s ta~~dnnls  sl~all include restrirtinns nn 
building mass and placement, including flour ;ma  limits, height 
limits, and setb;~ck irquin:mcnts consistrnt with the conrcpts 
identified in this Plan. 

Public Realm Design Guidelines: Ensure that public develuprnrnt 
projects and i~nprovements meet the intent and requirements of the 
Public Realm Design Guidelines and applicable Sub-rlistrict k s i g n  
Guidclincs. 

Private Realm Design Cuidelinns: Review all private sector 

development prujects for adherence to applicable Private Rcalrn 
Design Guidelines and Sub-district Design Guidelines. 

City of Gardens Requirements: Apply the "City ol Gardens" 
rcquircmcr~ts Lo all propcrtics locatcd williin the In-town Residential 
Subdistrict, cxccpting thc "School District Property" which should 
LIC subjcct to PS Zarling. 



STRATEGIES @ 
Strategies 

. . 
resources inventory for tllc Central District. 

Adnzir~istrative 
P r o p a n u  

Ilisloric Revource Invenrory: Mainlaill i~ curen! il~ventory of 
Duwritown's historic ;~nd <:~jltural rrsourccs with an assessment of 
thcir relative significance. Inch~rlc signifir:ant huilding and 
landscape rcsourres, and providr for pcriodic review ; m i  update. 
Use this d313 to properly direct availablr resources, and facilitate 
restoration and rehabilitation of historic resources. 

O ld  Pasadena Historic District Euuluutior~: lJpdatc and 
reevaluate Old I'asadenil's 1983 registration ibnn for the National 
Rcgistcr of llistoric Plaecs. Consider possihlr expansion ol the 
boundaries of the historic district as proposed in the ulxlated historic 

Design Assistance: Work through the Preliminary Plan Review 
Process (PPR) and with business district associations to assist 
husinrss and property owners in preparing appropriate designs for 

their rehabilitation projects. 

Events Programming: Work with local mcrdlants, comtnunity 
stakeholders, and othcr interested parties to program local events 
and activate Lhvntown's 11uldic plat:cs. Efforts sl~ould coincide with 
Lroader marketing stmtegics. 

Sllaredlkcil i t ies l'rogrammir~g: Negutiatc with t lx Pasadena 
U d i e d  School District for expandrd usc of thcir land and facilities 
within and near the Central Llistrict, i:~npl~asixing increasrd 
recreational opportunities for thr Downtow~l community. 

S t r e ~ t s c n ~ ~ c :  Repair l l r ~ f i l l  Support: Promote infill drv~lopment 
and implementation of streetscape projects to "repair" areas of 
Downtown h a t  do riot support pedestrian activity, especially where 
:hat activity is most desired. This effort may be coordinated with the 
marketing of kcy opportunity sites, as well as the planning and 
improvement u[ slreelscaprs. For instance, important opportunities 
include the large surface parking lots on Fair Oaks Avenue between 
Walnut and Union Streets, and both sides of Colorado Houlevard, 
between Arroyo Parkway and Marengo Avenue. 

Central District Specific Plan 



Section 7 7 IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 
Urban Design Implementation Strategies 

I'ocket Parks  Acauisition R. Development: t'rovidc puckct p;rrks 

Slreetscnpc Improvemmts:  Impnjvr public strccts and alleys i n  
accordance with adopted Strcctscape I'lans. Streetsrapr 
improvement projects should r~inforcc pedestrian activity, and to the 
extent feasible, they should br coordinated with infill rlevelopment 
projects that "repairn the street edge. In general, priority should be 
given to upgrading those streets identified as prirnaly 
connections, although the process uf community input and planning 
may choose to modify pt.iol-ities. 

' ~ 
Iuoes tn~ent  to servc areas of Downtowu that are currently withwt conve~ l i e~~ t  

Centra l  a n d  Memorial Parks  Inlprovernents: Implcr~icnt 
recunme~~dations for the in~prorcment <,I' Central and Mcmorial 
Parks 1,ased on ihc suggested updates ta thcir respcctivc Master 
Plans. 

- 

Major Civic Space Dr!sign. & Provision: Pruvidr n~ajnr public 
outrloor spaces tl~at suppnrt rommunity gatherings arid pul~lic 
cclehrations; po~erttial locations arc associatrtl with Dnwrt~own's 
major civic institutions. Thc Pusadrrtn Civic Cmtr?r / l~ic/lowrr 
Diqtrict D e r i p  Projcct: Rejined Concept Plnn (adaptcd April 9, 
2001) includes proposals for Centennial Square, the Central L.ihary 
forecourt, thr Civic Aditoriurn Forerourt, as wrll as Catiield Avenlip 
and Holly Street Promenade. 

parks, pi~rtjculw-ly near tho ur1)an lmusirlg area in the northcast 
quadrant of h e  Central District. Work with private dcvr:lopcrs and 
property owners in provide and maintain publicly accessible open 
spaccsas a part nf new devrlopmcnt prqjccts. 

U n d e r g r o ~ ~ n d i n ~  of Utilities: Pursue the undergrounding of 
utilities to improve the visual character of Downtown's streets. Tu 
the extent feasihle, the placement of utilities unclcrgmund should be 
coordinated with strcctscapc and public improuements projects, as 
well as key infill development projects. 
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section I I IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 
- 

Table 3 :  Urban Design Implementation Strategies & 
@3 

Schedule 

1Sub-~istrid Streekcape Plans I short- to mid-term I phored over 1ong.term 

I I 

I I 
Existing Streetscope Plonr Review & Updofe mid- to long-term phored over long-term 

phosed over long~term Central Park & Memorial Pork Morter Plons Update rhart - to mid-term 

I I 
REGULATORY CONTROLS ADOPTiON ENFORCEMENT 

I I 

Icily of Gordenr Requirements I conc~rrent  I on-going 

on-gm"g CD Zone Development Standards 

Public Realm Design Guidelines I concvrrent 

I I 

concurrent 

omgoing 

Privole Reolm Design Guidelines concurrent on-gaing 

I I 

I I 

on-going Historic Resource Inventory 

I I 

short-term 

on-going Design Assistonce 

I I 

short-term 

on-going Events Programming 

Streetscope Repir / lnfill Support 

short-term 

on-going Shored Focilties Programming 

short- to~long term I on-going 

I I 

Mojor Civic Spoce Design 8 Provision I mid- to long-term I phased over long~term 

short- to mid-term 

Streetscape Improvements mid- to long-term 

I I 

phored over long-term 
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phored over long-term Central & Memorio Parks Improvements 

I I 

mid- to long-term 

Underground~ng of Ut~lities mid- to long~term phosed over long-term 



Section 1 I 

Zoning Concepl 

C D  Zonc - 

IMPLEMENTATION STRATGIES 
Zoning Recommendations 

The proposed Zoning Map for the Central District divides thc Cer~tral 
District into four main zoning districts as follows: 1) l l ~ e  CI) Central 
District Zonc cncampasscs the majority of l)orvr~luwn; 2) the area 
idcntiiicd as the In-tow, Housing Suh-District is largrly classified 
under thc RM Multifmily (City of Gal-dens) Rrsi<lential r)istric:t; 3) 
th r  remaining "School District Pt.operty" is assigned to the 15 
Putrlic and Semi-l'ublic District; and 4) Central and Memorial Parks 
an: assignc~l t r ,  tlw OS Open S p a m  District. Rcfcrence Disfrirl-  
uiidr Map 27:  Recomrnrrrderl Zoning Districls. 

C D  Zone Primury Purpose: The primary purpose of the CD Z m c  

is to irnplcment the nbiertives and policies of the Central 1)istrict 
Specific Plan, with an  cmphasis on permitling a rliverse mixture of 
land uses. This includes provisions for higher density, mixcd-use 
environments that support transit- and pcdcstrian-oriented ,mobility 
strategies. 

CL) Zone Specific Purposes:  More specific purposes of the CD 
Zvne regulations and starldards are as follows: 

1 a) Support a broad n~ixturc of cumplementaly uses tliruugl~out the 
CD Zonc a d  e a c l ~  of its designated Zo~iing Sub-Districts, 
including hnth resid<:ntial ;md commrl-rial devclopmcnt tlmt 

1 crealr.; opporhlnities to work, shop, live and play down tow^^. 

11) Protcct and reinforce thr: distinctivc charactcr and architectural 
hrritagr: found within the CI) Zone, by requiring that new 
development respond srrisitively to thc cxisting character. 

I 
c)  Encourage land IISPS and design stratcgics that support an active 

, street life, including restrictions on the location and design of , off-street parking, as 1ut.11 as requirements for pedestrian- 
oriented uses along principal shopping streets. 

d) Provide opportunities for medium- to 11igl1-density (48 - 87 
dwclling units per acre) residential devcluprncnt throughout thc 
CD Zone, with thc highcst residential densities dirrctcd toward 
arcas surrounding light rail stalions. 

r) Promote mixed-usc projccts that include a r:oml,ination of 
rcsidcntinl and nun-rcsidcntial uses. 

L ]  J 

PS Zone 

Central District Specific Plan I 
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IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 
- @ 

Zoning Recommendations 

i )  Makc provisions for a rangc of housing opportunities, i r d u d i n g  
noa-traditional forms such a s  work-live accomnioda~ions. 

g) Encourage compact transit-oricnted development n r a r  light rail 
stations. 

11) Dalance requin:rnrnts for adcquntc parking with shared parking 
and traffic demand management btrategiei that support transit 
usage and ppdestrian activity, a d  reduce reliance on the 
automobile. 

CD Zone Sub-districts: 'l; achieve the land use and urban design 
concepts lor the Downtown, the CD Zone is separalcd into sir Zoning 

, Sub-districts as follows: 

I U-l  
Old Pasadena 

0 CD-2 Civic Center 1 Midtown 

CD-3 
\T1dnut Housing 

i Pasailrna I'layhouse 

CD-5 Lake Avenue 

0 CD-6 Arroyo Corridor / Fair Oaks 

The above Zoning Suh-districts correspond to and support the Sub- 
District Concept. 

neighborhoods south of California. 

RM Zone 

Tho "Pasadena IJnificd School District Property" also located within 
the In-town Housing Sub-district is assigned to the PS Zone, 
supporting its on-going erlucationnl and rrcrcational use. 

The In-town Housing Sub-district includes both KM-48 and RM-32 
Zones. 'The K>l-48 Zone allows higher residential densities in  

Central District Specific Plan 

pruxinrity to thc I'asadcna I'layhouse and Lake Averrue Sub-districts. . . I hc  lowcr density KM-32 Zone recogrrizcs thc existing scale of 
d c d o p m c n t  and thc transition toward single family residential 
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L a n d  Use 

Classification 
(cn zuae) 

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES .- 

Zoning Recommendations 

'The following tablcs rccunlmcnd permissible land uscs for rach CD 
Zonc Sub-district, and ;M necessary, provid~, supplemar~wl land usc 
recommr:ndatio~~s Tor pnr~iwlar Precincts: 

Table 4: Rvcontnrcrldcd /,and Use Classificrrtions A 
(Residenlial Uses a n d  Recreation, Educat ion & Public 
Assembly Uses). 

Table 5 :  Recorr~nzended Land  L'sr Classifications R (Qflffice, 
Professionnl & Business Support Uses a n d  Kelail Sales). 

. Table 6: I<ecotnm~ndrr l  L a n d  Use Classifications C 
(Services) 

. Table 7: Kecorrm~ended L a n d  Use Classificaliurts U 
(lrrdustry, M ~ ~ r u f m c t u r i r ~ ~  & l'rocessing tises a d  

Trunsporfnliun, Curr~rnur~ications & Lrtililies Uses) 

1'lu:sc tahlcs arc a priucipal tncans of implementing thc Lurd  Usc 
Concept lor thc Central District: refwcncc T i tL  1 7  of the 
Pasadena Municipnl Codr! (The Zoning Cor1e)fr)r nll  
q,plicublc l n t d  U.VP r rgu ln t ion~  which shall be i l l  subst;mtinl 
compliance with thc rerornrnrndations contnineil hcl-cin. Kcy 

. .  . lprows~uns inr:lu<lc: 

. Provide for a ixoarl mixlurr: of lnnd uscs within cach CD Zone 
Subdistrict, generally limiting thosr uses that are inrnmpatihle 
with the rolc of Downtown, and thc intcndcd character of a Sub- 
district andlor Precinct. 

Kovide for urban mixed-use and urban scale huusing tluoughout 
most of thc CD Zone; include provisions for other non-traditional 
housing types, such as work-live accommodations. 

Limit autu-oriented uses, such as: drive-thru establishments; 
service stations, automotive repair and similar uses; mini-malls; 
and other uses that ;Ire incompatible with a pedestrian and 
transit-ol-irntrd, mixrrl-usr rnvirnnmrnt. 

It is important to note that rubreyuertt ,nodif'cutio,~r to  the Zorting 
Cuds midressing Lnnd lisr Clnss~icnt ions shnll supwrrde the Lunrl 
L'se ?hbles contuir~ed herein. No amendments to  the Specific Plan 
shall be needed for such ehnrtger,pmvirlrd the  nzndiJLcations are 
~:orrsistr:nt wi th the sue,-all intent a r ~ d  objcccives of thisplun. 

i 
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District-wide Map 27: Recommended Zoning Districts 
c9+ 
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~ a b l e  4: Recommended Land Use Classifications A 
(Residential Uses and Recreation, Education & Public Assembly Uses) 

P Permitted Use 
C Cond~tionolly Permilted Use 
MC Conditionally Permitted Use 

(Minor CUP]  
NP Non-Permitted Use 

EC Expressive Use Permit Required 
T U P  Temporary Use Permit Required 

Note: Reference Distnrt-wide Mop 12: 
Housing Concept far additional locational 
restrictions an residentiol me. 

(1) Permitted wilhin the Ford Place / Fuller Seminary Precinct 16) Conditionally Permitted within the Civic Center Core Precinct 
(2) Permined wilhin lhe Plovhouae Soulh I Green street precinct 17) Not Permitted 140 feet north of Walnut Street 
(3) Permilfed within the Arroyo C~rr idor  Trmnrilion Area (8) Not Permimd within the Arroyo Entrance Conidor Prrcino 
(4) Conditionally Permilled within 350 feet of the 21 0 F~~~~~~ (9) Rsference Di%tri<l-wide Map 12: Housing Concepl 
(5) Condi~ionoll~ Permiwed within the Wart Downtown ~ r a n r i t  Villags Precino for additional restrictions on residensial use 

Central District Specific Plan 



Section I I IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 

(Office, Professional & Business Support Uses and Retail Sales) 

P Permitted Use 
C Conditionally Peiniitted Use 
MC Conditionally Permitted Use 

[Minor CUP) 
NP Non-Permitted Use 

EC Expressive Use Permit Required 
SUP Temporary Use Permit Required 

(1) ~ s r m i ~ t e d  within the ~ o r d   PI^ 1 ~ u l l c r  scminoy precinct (61 conditiqnally s.rmitted wilhin the chic cenver core ~ r ~ i n o  

(2)  Psrmiltsd within the Playhouro South 1 Green Slrre l  Prerind ( I )  No9 h r m i m d  140 fael nonh ol Wolnvf Streel 
(3) Permitted within ihs Arroyo Corridor Tronlilion Area (8) No8 Permitted within #he Arroyo Lntronce Corridor Precincl 

(41 Condif:onolly Pormittrd within 350 lee1 of tho 210 Frcowmy (9 )  ~clcrcncm D i d r i ~ . ~ i d c  MOP 12: ~ o u s i n g  Concepl 

(5) Conditionally Permitted within the We18 Dovnform Tronri+Villog. Preeind far addi4ionol res,ridionr on relidanfiol us- 

Central District Specific Plan 
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Table 6 :  Recommended Land Use ~ l a s s i f i c a t i o n s ~  
(Services) 

P Permitted Use 
C Conditionally Permitted Use 
MC Conditionally Permitted Use 

(Minor CUP) 
NP Noo-Permitted Use 

EC Expressive Use Permit Required 
TUP Temporary Use Permit Required 

( 1 )  Permined within ih. Ford PI.<. / Fuller Seminary Precind (6) Condilionally Permilled d h i n  the Civic Center Core Precinct 
(7) Not Parmined 140 feet nodh of Walnut Streel 

(8) NO, ~ c r m i b d  within the ~ r m y o  Entrance Corridor Prs=ind 
(9) Roferon~s Dirtrtt-wide Map 12; Hawing Concmpt 

(5) Conditionally Permitted within tha West Dorvmown Transit Village Precinct fov oddition01 rcsfridions on residential use 

A 
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Table 7: Recommended Land Use Classifications D -1 

(Industry, Manufacturing 8 Processing Uses and  Tronsportotion, Communications 8 Utilities Uses) 

P Permitted Use 
C Conditionoliy Permitted Use 
MC Conditionolly Permitted Use 

(Minor CUP) 
NP Non-Permined Use 

EC Expressive Use Permit Required 
TUP Temporary Use Permit Required 

Wholesoling, dirfribulion and storage, small rcole 
Transportation, Comrnunirot ianr  & Ut i l i ty  Uses 
Alternative fuel /recharging facilities 1 C 

' qualifies or a pedestrian-oriented use 

( 1 )  Permined within the Ford Plwa /Fuller Seminary Presind (6) C.mditionally Permitted within the Civic Center Core Precinct 
(2) Pemined within the Playhouse South / Green Street Prscind (7) Not Permitted 140 feat nodh 01 Walnut Street 
(3) Perrninsd within the Arroyo Corridor Tronritian Area (8) Net Permitted within the Arroyo Enfranc. Corridor Prs<inct 
(4) Conditiondly Permined within 350 feet of the 210 Freeway (9) Reference District-wide Map 12; Housing Concept 
(5) Conditionolly Permined within the Wert Downtown Tmnrit Village Precinct for additional restridonr on residential use 

A 
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IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 
Summary of Impacts 

Among the major considerations in in~plcme~ltirlg the C e n t ~ a l  District 
Specific Plan, a s  expressed Ly mernhrrs of thc community, arc its 
impacts on thr  Following: 

Thc ability of Down~own's atreets to support traffic tlows while 
minimizing impacts on residrntial neighborhoods, hasrd on 
inlplcmcntation of the policies described within the City-wide 
Mobility Elcrnent and this Specific Plan. 

The economic health of the community, in particular, the eltkct of 
the regulations (i.e., FAR, density and height 
proposals) on economic development within the Central District. 

The Specific Plan's impacts rclative to traffic and ecur~u~nic  
development within the Central Districl arc summariscd hcluw; a 
wider range ol'impacts arc assesscd in greater detail within the 
environmental impact rcport (EIR) 11rq)arcd in conjunction with the 
plan. 

, > lraffir: analysis fhr  tllc Centml Distrid supports the following 
ronclusiuns: 

A c r ~ n ~ p a ~ i s o r  hrtwecn a) existing conditions (year 2000), and L) 
anticipated growth (hy the year 2015) based on thc policies and 
recommendations of this Specific l'lan arid the proposed 2 0 0 3  
City-wide Mohiliiy Element indicates a slight reduction in level 
of service on Uowntown's streets. However, a scenario based on 
"no growth" in the Ccntral District cannot be sustained and fails 
to achieve other community objectives, such as economic 
develap~ncnt. 

A cornparison Lctwccn a) anticipated growth (by tha ycar 2015) 
b a d  on the current lnnd usc policies and requirements for the 
Central District and the 1994 City-widc Mobility Elcment, and ' 
b) anticipated growth (by the yea; 2015) based bn thr  policies 
and rrcommcndations i r l  this Spccific Plan and the p r o p o s ~ d  
200.3 City-wide Mobility Element indicates that the proposed 
changcs are favorable to futurc mobility on Downtown's strrxts. 

Cenfral Disfricf Specific Plan 
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S u m m a r y  of Impacts 

These conclusions assume implementation of the followirrg concepts 
intended to mitigate traffic impacts within the 1)owntown: 

Increased coordination of land use and trausportation planning, 
directing devclupmenl loward rnul~inmdal corridors and 
surrounding rail stations. likewise, dcvclopment is directed 
away from rcsidentid neighborhuocis. 

lniplemcntation oI land usc proposals for the Ccntrsl District 
(i.c., FI\R Curxcpt) that allows greatcr flexibility in  thc provision 
of nm-residential and rcsirlrntial use. A higher percrntage of 
residential ilevelopnicnt is anticipated as a result of this 
flcxihility. 

I improved transit scrvice, including operation of the regional 

I 
Gold Line and expansion of the local A K E  Bus service. 

A 
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/ Summary of Impacts '2 

Mobility improvcrnrnt pmjccts as o ~ ~ t l i n c d  in t11c City-wid(: 
Mobility Element, in particular, those imprwcrnents that address 
the "710 Freeway Cap." 

1 l y m a n d  managcmcnt measures that assume 20 percent non 
single-occupant during the peak hour commutc, resulting from 
implementation of land use proposals for the Crntral L)istrict, 
and additional strategies such as the City's trip reduction 
ordinance. 

I Rcrluced parking requirements witllin thc Central District and 
especially m a r  rail stations. TIE reduction in long-term and 

I employee parking nccds is associated with less dcpertdrncc on 
au tom~hi le  commuting. 

The Central District Specific Plan recommends using Floor Area 
Ratios (FAR) to provide a more equitable, predictable and flexible 
approach to t l ~ c  distribution uldevclopment potential. All propertics 
an: permitted to devclop to a maximum FAR (provided othcr 
applicable dcveloprnent standards m d  gu ide l ine  are satisfied), 
notwithstanding thc timing of dnvelopmcnt on adjaceut parccls. 

Economic 
Analysis 

Surnmnry 

The assignment of FARs to individual pnrt:cls could have a s h u r -  
term impact on some projects that assume thc iuse of a 

disproportionate share of available rlwelopment rights. A temporary 
lessening of land value expectations at some locations is likely to be 
offset by accelerating future values in some other areas. Regardless 
o l t h e  push and pull, the basic; feasibility ofpl-njects is unlikely to he 
affected, and in the aggregate substantially improvcrl. Over time, 
equitable distribution of development opportunity will pmduce more 
orderly growth fur  the Central District. 

Thc 1994 Ge~ler;il Plan assignrd J. limited amount of ncw 
rlevelopmcnt to the Central District Specific Plan orca, but did not 
establish a method to distribute that potential rlevelopment amongst 
properties in the Central Distric,t. Thcrrfore, the current system 
operates on a "first-romr, first served" basis, wherr l~y cal-ly prnjrcts 
have the potential to monopalizc on the a r ~ a ' s  assigned capacity. 
'l'his results in an  inequitable and unprerlictahle system of 

Central District Specific Plan 

' distribution that will leave some properties lacking in development 
potential. 

I 
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District-wide Map  27: Change in Height Limits 
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District-wide M a p  28: Change in Maximum 

@ 

- 12 Indicates difference in maximum 
residential densily (dwelling units per 
acre) 
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