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Section I 
.. . . . - -- . 

Purpose 

! T11e Cen t ru l  I ~ t i t r i c t  Specific P l r rn  i s  enuc ted  pursur rn l  t o  

Sec t ion  65450 et seq. of t he  Cul i forn ic~ Government Code  

a n d  o t h e r  u p p l i c a l l e  laws, u r rd  is i n t ended  t o  p r o v i d e  for 
! 

systenmi ic  imp le rnentar ion  of t he  Cenrrnl Plan, us r e l a l e d  t o  

t he  p roper t ies  l o c u i e d  u i t h i n  the  boundar ies  of t he  C e n t r a l  

1 D i s t r i c t  Spec i j i c  P l a n  area. (R?fererrce D is t r i c t -m ide  Map 1 :  
Specific Plun Boundaries.) I+,on ndopt ion.  dl sr16ser~uent 

entit1en1errt.v sha l l  b e  consistc~nt  tc i th  t he  pol ic ies,  standards, 

i a n r l  p i d e l i r ~ c ? ~  of t l rc  Specific I'brn. 

4 P l a n  t o  ' 'The Ccntml Distrivt is r ~ j r c i a l l y  uniqrw - 11 i a  P t~sd r r~a ' s  urban 
Achiea;e t he  rorc. "'l'his Specific Plan wil l  include a dlvrrsc mix of land usrs 

Vision desigr~cd to crcatr the pr ima? business, finarwial. rntailing, and 
govcrnn~ent center of  the City," at.c.unlit,g to tI,e ( h e r d  Pian. l ' hc  

Cmtra l  I)islricl Spccific Plan cxplol-rs the r e l ~ ~ i o ~ d l i p  b c ~ w c r n  land 

use pdi ry ,  Jrsign stardards anrl guidelines, and implementation 

stratcgics lo  accoloplish this p a l  of a v i h n t  downtown. I iu i ld ing 

upon the area's existing strrng~hs, i t  rstab11s11cs the direction to 

rreale the place that is envisioned Ly Ihr ~omn~un i t y .  

City o f  Posodeno 
Comprehens ive  

Gene ra l  Plan 

v 
Cent ra l  Distr ict 

S ~ e c i f i c  Plon 

Imp lemen ta t i on  
Measures  / 

Deve lopment  
Proiecls 

VIBRANT 
URBAN CORE 

A I 
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District-wide Map I : Specific Plan Boundaries /' 
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Section T 

T h e  P lnnr i i r tg  

P r o g r a m  

Plnn A d o p t i o n  & 
It~zpler,~err~~~ti,,,t 

DOCUMENT OVERVIEW 
Process 

Commission / Council 
Work Sessions 

v 
COMMUNITY 

VISION 

Community Focus 
Forums Groups 

Background Analysis 

With regular community i y m t .  ii team ofCi t )  stal l  and project 

consultants (capcrirnced i n  l n r~d  use, mohli ty, urban design, zoriirlg, 

arid econoniic issues) have forniulatcd the Specific Plan following a 

lraditional planning method t l ~ t  cnipIiasi~.c~s I I I ~ i c k g r n ~ r i d  dnalysis; 

2 )  i l l ternat i~cs and concrpt iler,elopment: 3) plat1 cvaluatiun and 

rdinemcrit; and 4) implrmentatior~. Plan prcparatiun and t iming 

have hcen coorditiated to achirur consistcr~cy with tIw larger 

planning program. 

Central District Specific Plan 

?+ v 
Plon Allernotives & 

Concept Development 

G G  v 
Plon Evaluation & z z Refinement 

ED v 
Plon Adoption & 
Implementation 



Section I DOCUMENT OVERVIEW 
- - - -  - -. - 

Exhibit 1 :  Downtown Goals 

. Carefully corwider the types, locarion rrrrd mix of n e v  
development to Iesren inzpnrts, especirrlly traffic, in 
residentiicl neigltborltoorls and on rrsidentid streets. 

. Require rwc  buildings to respect ~ t n d  enlrance their 
surrourrdirys. 

Encourage and provide inciting, inr~restirtg, urrd zcell- 
lundsraped streetscopes crrld puhlir spares. 

Enhance the distinctice? yet contplementnry naturc of 
the Dowuowrt's Sub-distvicts 11y easurirtg that they 
support each other and w e  lirrk~d both eronornicaNy 
and visurzlly. 

Provide for new decelopa~errt consistrv~t with the sculc, 
density, and urban design feuture.~ of the historic 
districts. 

0 Strengthen Dozmtown's crononrir uitnlitj hy rturturirig 
existing btwinesscs artd providing opporturrities for 
supportive new development. 

Preseme and create plensotrt tcuyr u h w e  orte curt wulk 
and l i k e  beltreen Sub-districts of thr Uo~cntown. 

a Provide the opporttmity to park once mtd visit rtranp 
destinations. 

Marimire the use of transit and rrnrwit corridors. 

Provide a wide uariety of housing opinnr in Dnzcntorcn 
in lernrs of t y j~e ,  loratiun, size, arcd price. 

-. 
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Section I 
-. ~p~ 

Organization I 
TIM, Central Dist r i r t  Spccilic I'lm documrtit is l,rcsrnted i n  elew!r~ 

sections plus appentlicrs as f0lloKs: 

i Section 1 : DO(:UhlEKl' OVF.R\:IE\tf discusses the purpose and I urganiration o l t l w  Specific Plan. as wcll as the process ol'prrparing 

t lw document. This scrtion explains wh? t'rc Specific Plan i s  

imlmrlant to th? ~ r m v t l ~  and rltw,lol~rricnt or the (;tvllml I)istrict. 

Section 2: CON'I'I~:S'I'IJ,\I. I~:\(:K(;ROUIVI) introcluccs h e  nniquc 

scttinp, and character of the Ct.ntrd Uistr i l t ,  i r~c luding t l ~ c  regional, 

historical, physical. sucio-ecujwmir:, aml p o l ~ c ~  contcxts t l w  provide 

tIw 1,ackground for sensitive planning. 

Scction 4: 1)ISTHICI'-\VII)I: I.:\NI) USI,: CONCICPI' i n  conjunc~ion 

with the: Blolrility and Urljan Design (:onccl,ts, offcrs a 

comprchcr~sivc vision for tlic phgsic;~l design and dcrcloprncnt uf 
1)owntown. Thrr l snc l  Use Concept ill part.cular iluscribcs thc 

ct~visioncd land use cha rx t c r  m d  > u ~ ~ : s t : i  appropriate development 

i r ~ t t t ns i t i ~s  fix the Ccntral 1)istrict. 

SECTION 5: DISI'11IC'L\\'IDE \101311.1'1'Y COKCEI'T supp~ r t s  the 
I Land Use Concept, and discosscs t11r autu. transit, bicycle and 

/ pedestrian cormections that wi l l  l rnnidc cmvenient access 

I thrc,ughout L)owrl~own. I t  advocatc.~ a 1valn1~:~:~l sp tem of rnovemrnt 

accummotlating multiple modes ol'ttavcl. 

! 

I 
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section I DOCUMENT OVERVIEW /- ', 

Organization 

Section 10: SUIj- I) ISTHICT DESIGN C;UII)ICI.IYES s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l e m e n t s  

the district-wid<! guidclinra prcstmted in Seatiolls 8 mil 9, will, 

addi~ional guidelines a r d  recomntel~datims applic3ble lo particul:ir 

1 Sub-districts. This s w t i o ~ ~  iurthcr considers tltc cIlara,.tr.r defitnrrg 

: e~crnenls of thesc arcas. 

I 

A 

- I 
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Section 1 
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DOCUMENT OVERVIEW 
-. - - - -- - .- - 

Organization 

I\I'I'EUDICI.:S pro, i&: rcchnical i d n r r n i ~ ~ i r n ~  and supporti!lg data, 
I 

~n(. luding a discus ion  t h a ~  clarificb ihr  ~ v h t i o n s h i ~ ,  lr:l\rcen the 
Cvnirnl Distr ic~ Specifiv Plan ;rnd p r , : ~ i o u s l ~  aclopled Downtuwn 
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Section 1 DOCUMENT OVERVIEW -- - - -- - - - -- 

T~pplication 
- 
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Section 2 J CONTEXTUAL BACKGROUND - - I -  - -- Local & Regional Setting 
! 

Pasadena is situ:~tecl 31 thr. h o t  of the San (;.ibricl Mountains ill thc 

western Sar~ Cabriel \:alley. spI,rorimatclv 10 miles nortl~cast of 

downtuwn I n s  Angclcs. This location offi:r; numerous adi.antages, 

including conwnicwt freeway and airport a,:ccss 111.11 wil l  continue to 

provide t lw City a wrrlpctil ive dvnntngc .I!. a n.gion:+l b u s i n ~ ~ s  huh. 
hlorcor.er. fi:u localities can match the ~ i l ~ y i c a l  IIIYIUI) afforded 11). 
the 1,arkdrop of thc San (;abricls. 

Locul Rerourcer I'asadcna possesses an extrmnlinnly wr.altli 01 rrsourcrs. includins ~ u l l tu ra l  arnrnitics, corporate hearlquerters. educational and 

scientific institutions, and entertainmeut a:d rvcrcational rrnucs. 

Among the world renowned institutions arc: Celtcrll; Jet I'ropulsion 

Lalrorntor) (JPI.); Art Ctmtvr Col lrgr of Design: the Norion Simon 

, \luscum; I l~ ln t in@on I.1h1.3ry and \luseum; and the Rose Bowl and 

I the 'liournamcnt of Hoscs I'arade. hlorcovc: a number of I'asadena's 

rnnst important cultural, inst i tut iund and rrcrt .a~icmd rrsourccs arc 

located within or near the Central 1)istrict. These include: civic 

facilities - City I loll, tIw Central I.ilr;lry, m d  tItc Civic Auditorium; 

popular cntcrtainmt.nt and retail attractiuns - Old Pasadena, the 

1 Pasadma Playhouse; outstanding educational and scicnlil ic facilities 

: - Caltech. PC(:. and l lnntinptun hlc:morial Hospital: and natural 

rcsourccs - the Arroyo Scco rjaturt. a r m  lw.ttv~1 wrst r,f t l l r  Ccntrd 

I)islrict, as wll :IS spwtawlar  v i o a s  or tlic San (;ohriel Xlo~~ntains. 

! 

I 
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Section 2 CONTEXTUAL BACKGROUND 
Exhibit 2: Regional Map 
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section 2 CONTEXTUAL BACKGROUND 
- - - -  - - .- -. - - - 42- 

Exhibit 3: Local Map 
LJ 

I .  California Institute 5. Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
olTechnology 6. Huntington Library 

2. Porodeno City College and Gordenr 
3. Rose Bowl 7. Huntington Memorial 
4. Art Center College Hospital 
of Design 8. Nodon Simon Museum 

A 

Central Disfrict Specific Plan 



section 2 1 CONTEXTUAL BACKGROUND 
-. - -. .- -- - - -- . - 

Historical Context ! 

l l t e  Bennett Plan 

llistoric 
Resources 

I n  1025, I'asodcna unvoi lrd a Iiold ~ i s i o ~ ~  lor t lw <:rcatiun uf  a n r u  

Civic Center. Cornrr~only referred to as th r  l l rnt lett  I'lar~, i t  

es~a1,li~hrd the i$euux Arts f r x n c w ~ r k  for siting major civic 

Iwildings. City Hall, the Cenlral Library. and thr Civic Atldi~oritrrn 

wc:n. s u h ~ e ~ n e n ~ l y  rrmmissioncd and liuilr, a ~ ~ l  (.~mtinuc to hc 
among the Cit)'s rmst splendid i t r ~ l ~ i k c t ~ ~ ~ . a l  landmarks. T h c e  

'l'hrougli thr 1920s, :l0\, a r d  10s t lw SP:IIC of deve lo~~mrnt  

Oownlowi remained nrl;lli\vly cornlanl, n.tlh i .om~nel-cid activity 

rrtwing castward along Colorado. Color&, 1,iir Oaks, and later 

Lake :\venue ront innrd lo il,:n:lop as the main con~mcrvial corridors. 

k,aturing buildings ronstructcd to thr sidcw;~IL. and front entr;lncci 

facing the street. Like tmoat citic?, h o s c ~ . v ~ ~  t l ~ .  char~r.tc.r d 
Duwnluwn lir.ga,i lo r t r a r ~ ~ r :  a1 a rnon. mpid 1iar.t. foIlowing World \\;I. 

11. largr-scale, singlr use projccts often l.uilt on an oulo-orirntcd. 

sul,urlxm m w l r l  were in tmr lurwl  with itwrt&ng fr<sluenq, 

in lerr i~pt ing the urban fabnc. 'l'hr formor I'la7.a I'asadena and the 

l'arsor~s Corporation are th r  most notalilc cxilrnl~lcs of (hi.; rrcnd. 

Recrnt years h a w  sern a renewed interebt in the City's architectural 

heritage and historic urban patterns. 

I 
Numerous historically sigttificattt structures are sti l l  found within the 
Centrd District, contrihutir~g to its imiquc character, as d l  as i ts 

urlum identity. hlnn) of these structurvs also rm~tril,utu 11, Na t iw~a l  

Register Districts or arc individually listetl bui ldi t~gs. Must uotnblr 

are the Old I'asadcna, Pasdens I'Layhousc and Civic Cemer Il istorir. 

Districls; Old Pasadrna fcntures t lw l i r rg!s~ concrntrut iw of ilisturic 

cornrnvrcinl buildirlgs i n  the C~ty, cre;lling 21 popular and pedt .s l r iu-  

oriented erli irrmmrnl ovcr marl? Ihr .ks.  

South 1,oke Avenue, 
Enrly  1950s 

rl 
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Exhibit 4 :  Historic Maps 

Bennett Plan (1923) 

Central District Specific Plan 



section 2 CONTEXTUAL BACKGROUND <\ 

District-Wide Map 2: Historic Resources 
< :./ 

;, c 
J .  ;. , 

National Reaister Historic Distrids: . , . . Designated Citv Landmork~  '.:, '. 
Old Porodena . . , 1. City Holl 7. Morton Bay Fig Tree . . . . . . . . . . . . Pasadena Civic Center 1. :. 2 Public Library - 8. Pasadena Humane Society - Civic Center Finonciol . . .  3 Civic Auditorium 9. Groce Nicholson Building 

, , ---- , ;  4. Y W C A .  10. Cora Del Mar Apartments 
Pasadena Ployhouse . . 5. Castle Green Aportmcntr 11.  Edmond Blinn Howe  - - - - - - - - - ... 
South Morengo 6 The Pasadena Playhouse 

t- :r r. ;; 

I 

Central District Specific Plan 



Section 2 
-. ~ p - ~  

--- - 
Physical Context: Land Use 

L n d  uses i n  llx (:rntrd i)~str ict lirnl a rat lwr idcntifial)lr 1,altcrn. 

(:olurado Uurllward, Fair Oaks A v e n ~ ~ r ,  and lak,. A \ , ~ n u ( ~  are 

dominated by cornrnrrrinl retail and officr .rsrs. Arroyo Parkway ant1 

areas west include a mix of commercial and light industrial uses, 

medical office spacr, and Ilousing. Xorth of Corduva Strcct is 

typified by a mixture u l  usrs, including many puhlic, educatior~al 

and servicc institntiuns. An cstal l is lwd m<xleratc dcnsty rcsiclmtial 

Old I'asadena is ih,. I~ intor i r  (,ore of t l ~  City th i~ t  h a  dtv.lc,prd 

into n vil~l-.nrt~ rvtail and cntwtainmt.nt rlcstin,~tirm. 

I l d l r r t i n g  t l ~ r i r  funct im :IS important commcrc i~ l  sllincs, Colorado 

Bwl rvar r l  aw l  l a k c  A \ r ~ u c  arc 1)ountow~'s most intcnscly 

devrloppd strcrts, although tmilding intensities along thcsc streets 

arc far from consistent. This is apparent irt the periodic prcscncr of 

multi-story office buildings and towers. Lc,s RoLles h renur  north o l  

Conluva is also h i l t  t o e  rather high intensity, indud ing  a r~urnher of 

major l~otels, i rd ica l i rc  of its to thc Ciuic C r ~ l l c r  and the 

Convention Center. On the ut11t.r hand, properties in the southwrst 

ond 1111. northwest rcciuns of Downtown. outside o l the  curc arms. are 

I Old Posadeno 
1 Clrlr Cenlsr 
3 PoraCeno Plalhavre 
4 b " l h  LO*" 

Core :lreos 

I 
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section -- _ 2 CONTEXTUAL - BACKGROUND .- - -. -- - 9 
District-wide Map 3: Lo"d& Patterns (1 999) 

\. - 

V", lil: 

Calolnm: 
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section 2 CONTEXTUAL BACKGROUND 
- - -. - - - - - - -. - - - -- 'I "- 

District-wide M a p  4: Development Intensity ( 7  999) 

t a 

= 
2 : 
2 r 

Existing FAR' by block (does not include 
structured or subterranean parking) 

1.10 

0.60 ' Floor Areo Ratio. o ouontifioble measure of . . 
building intensity expressed as o rotio of 
building Noor ore0 to lond oreo. 
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I .  Ik+rtnl TrnJjitic rn Central Uistrict is s~tuntcrl at thc rnnfl.tcncr of sercral nu ju r  

r rp iond  transportatio~i rorridors. with i m p c t s  upon th r  local 

network. Muck of this traffic may hc attributed tu wsiclents of arcas 1 
cast traveling to and from Downtorvn I n s  Angclrs, and through traffic 

seeking a connrction betwccn the 210 and 110 Freeways. ,\lthough 

I the Central District's road network generally funct~orls properly. 

Construction o f the  I.,\-l'asadcna Gold I . i n ,  i q  cxlwctcd to bring light 

ra i l  scn i c r  to Pasadena I,! July 200'3, pro) dini: down tow^^ with 

a n d i n r  kiln1 rcgionsl connertior~. Four Gold 1.inc slops wil l  srrvc 

the Ccntral U~s t r i c l :  1) th r  I.akr i\venue Slauon tu be 1or.atrrl i n  the 

median of t l ie  210  F r r w a y  at Lakn A\cnu<.: 2) the hlemorial Park 

Station providing close access to Old Pasadc~~a and thc Civic Center; 

;I) the Del Mar Statirm on l l ~ c  site of tlic historic Smta  Fe Train l lcpot 

at Del hIar Boulevard and Raymond Avcruc; and 4) the Fillmore 

Station adjacent to Arroyo Parkwiy. Local sml rcgional hus transit 

currently serves the Central District, gcncrally folloiring major 

strccts and nncrials. Noncthelcss, an  improwr l  local nctwork with a 

greater number of connections is advuciltml l ~ y  marly nrcrnbcrs of thr 
ccnnrnunity. 

4 i, 1 Lake Aveque S'aficn 

, 2 Memorlol Park Sl0l80" 

3 Dsl Mor Sla'#on 

i 4. Fllmora Sfdon 

H a i l  Slorions 

I Central District Specific Plan 



Section 2 CONTEXTUAL BACKGROUND - 
- - - - .- - - .- :2 $* 

District-wide Map 5 :  Street Classification ( 7  999) 

Current Street Utilization: - Primary Arterial 

Minor Arterial 

------- Collector 

Mobility Element Classificalion: 

Principal Mobility Corridors 

De-Ernphosired Corridors 

i 

Central Distrid Specific Plan 



-. 
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District-wide Map 6 :  Public Transit ( 7  999) L J 

, 
I Regional Transit 2 

I ) -------- ARTSDowntown 
I I 
! , -..-.- ARTS Uptown 
\ 

// . . . . . Proposed Gold Line 

@ Proposed Gold Line Stotion 

12m 

Y 
2 
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Section 2 
. -. - 

Archileclurul 
Chnrucrer 

Physical Context: Urban Design 

Thc Centrd District generally cxhiLils n lrvrl of ~ rch i l cc lu ra l  

cliaractcr and quslity that is rarely ~~ I I I I I ~  among 5outhcr11 Californi,< 

oon~munities; i n  particular, Downtown's core (Old l'asadcna, the 

Civic Centrr and thr Playlmusc District) lnccrnts a consistently 

strong and identifiable chararkr. \Vhilc t11esr older mixo&uso arcas 

rontain a n u n ~ t x r  of ar~:liitecturally and historicdly sijinilicant 

structunx. their devrlrlpmvr~t rc\.cals a tnr~lit irmal and romistrmt 

with Union Streel's rather inhospitable enrironmcnt 

Wsadena offers views and v~stas of imprrshivr hui l t  a d  r~a twa l  

features. 'l'hry art: a valual,lc [part o l  thc City'a identity and are an 

aid IU orientation. Scenic views and vistas of t l ~ v  Sun CaOricI 

Moun~airls arc a special part of th r  l l ow t~ t ra , t ~  cxpcriencc, a ~ d  

superior vistas occur along thc major north-soul11 artrrials - Ej i r  

Oaks Avenue, Los Roblcs Avcnuc, and L k e  Avenuc. The Rcnr~ett 

Plan establisl~ed an indislwnsable prcccdrnt for axial views of thr 
City's major puhlw huikl ir~gs - -  Ci ly Hall. thc Central Li l~rary, and 

the Civic Auditurium. With ihc rcrcrlt restoration o i a n  
un i i ~~c r ru~ , t cd  vicu ~ C ~ W P C I I  t l ~  Librilry and Awlituriunl, t lw City 

should be m i n d h l  to protect t11c3c: \.istml r,:,onrccb. including 

opporlunitirs to gliml,sr thc riorr~c uf (:ity I Inl l ,  art icon lor t lw 

c0111111unily. 

Cent ra l  District Specific Plan 



Section 2 CONTEXTUAL BACKGROUND 
24 

District-wide Map 7: Figure-Ground ( 7  999) 

i 
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section 2 CONTEXTUAL BACKGROUND 
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District-wide Map 8: Key Views & Vistas 
', / 

" 
: - 
1 

a Visual Landmark 

Line of Sight 

A 
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Section 2 1 CONTEXTUAL BACKGROUND - - -  p p  - , Socio-economic Context 

Population Central D is t r i r l  households tend to br smallt:r and per rapit:, incomr I Chnrnrterirfies is consistent with the City and higher than ll lc County. On the ulhcr 

hirurl, the a$rmge household incomr is s igu i l icml ly  lower in the 

1 Ccntral 1)istrict as comparcd to thc City am.1 County. Why'! 

1)o~vntown is markcd by a high percentagr olscn~or cil ircns, hut also 

thr  strung presencc of  sin& 3nd CUU,,~CS in t Iwi r30 's  and 40's with 

! r e l a t i d y  few children. In general, rcsidrnts !vnd to be wl i tc ,  wt-ll- 

eduratcd. am1 an. ernployetl i n  prol'rssiot~al j o l i s  l l r i t lg their 

f i n a ~ l i a l  xr l l -be ing to take advantage of 211 ur lxm v i l lag.  Itfcstyle. 

i 

Urban housing neur the 
C ~ L ~ C  Ccntcr 

I 
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Section 2 
. -  

C e n e r d  Plan 
Scw-n Guiding 

Prirrcipl<~s 

Policy Context 

1 .  Growth mill  be torgrted to scrw contrnunily nseds artd 

enhnnw the quality ,,fli/e. 
I 

Generul P lan 

Policy Suntmun. 

6. Pnsndrnrr wi l l  hn promoted as a ctrltr~ral. srientiJir: 

rorporatc, enlrr~airrnreru. artd rdtr~:utional centvrj iw the 
w ~ i o n .  

7. Community purticipatiorr rcil I6e a permanent purr of 
nrhieving o grenrer City. 

A 
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Section 2 
- -. - 

CONTEXTUAL BACKGROUND 
Community Values 

Through panicipal ion in thc p lanr~ing proc<!ns, community memlrers 

w i ced  sornc special concerns relative to I h w n t u a l ~  growth and 

divelopmcnt: 

Increasing popularity and rising d rmard  may ulwratc to narrow 

thc rangr of housing. local shoppi~l~, and lifcstylc rhowes 

available I)otintotin. 

A d ~ i t c c t u r a l  design may 11ot rcflcct l l lc high stmdard e x ~ * ~ c t ~ x l  

of developmtwt w i ~ h i n  the Centrlrl I)istrict, and 1113y 1101 Ijc 

r r s p ~ d u l  of  the area's arr:hitrctural licritnge. 

Public rrrobi l i~~ through planning cfrmxls h t  mitigatc traffic 

inipacls anti suppurt multiple modes or trartspr,rtati~m 

Ciuic design h t  protects and augmcnts l)orvr~tow~l's r~ni r luc 

physical qualities and r i ch  architectural heritage. 

Recrruriunul opportunities that sul:port art urhnn lifestylr, 

includinfi u variety nf aclivc and passi,ir oppmiunilics, such as 

w i d k i l h l ~  ~ t r e ~ . t s .  

- '\ 
Asrrt:  Views urrd Visms 

i 
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1 POLICY FRAMEWORK y -, 

1 Vision Statement 
\-:,' 

The Central District will funclion as the City ol' 
Pasadena's vibrant ur l~an core, providing a 
diversity of economic, residential, ant1 rultural 
opportnnities. Downtown will be a place to 
work, shop, live, and play, with ronvenicnt 
access by foot, bicycle, and transit, as well as 

I by car. Physical and econoniic growth will 
support this role arid respect t l ~ r  nunierous 

' resources of 1iistoric:al and c:ultnral significance 
' that contribute to Downtown's unique iclcntity. 

Discussion 

j 
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- section 3 1 POLICY FRAMEWORK -- .- 

I Planning Objectives 

C.enerul P h  GROWTH WILL BE TARGETED T O  SERVE 
'lfidir'g COMMUNITY NEEDS AND ENIIAR'CE THE 

l'rirtcqde 1 
QUALITY OF LIFE. 

j I t t  cxcor t lar tce tcit lr t lre Gercer i~ l  I'lun, t l te  C e r ~ l r u l  

D i s f r i c l  is orie of t h e  SprciJic I'lurt urens to tvn rd  ~ u h i c h  

g r o w t h  toi l l  b e  d i rected.  Tlre purpose  is in c reu te  nrt  

' excit ircg trr lmrt  co re  taitlc d i re rsc  rcorronric: resirlenti.al, 

und c u l l u r n l  opporturt i f ies.  I lotcerer,  i t  is rtecessnry l o  

f u r l he r  specqy t he  locnt iort ,  rhn roc t r r ,  n r t d  qun l i t y  oJ 

grotutlc, A r i c h  n r i r tu re  of corrtpccfi1)le oscs urcd 

t l t rotrgl tout t he  Uotarrforert i s  r spec i n l l y  

Cenfrcrl District 
Objecrire 2 

Centml  Disrricr 
Objective 3 

I T Y  G R O \  \ I  I)OWIIIO~FII gmvth anil dcvcloprnr~it 

will he directed toward tht: most appropriate l o ~ ~ t ~ o n s ,  w ~ h  the 
intention of 1) protecling existing rrsirlcntial neighborhoods: 2) 
suppo~ling transit mag,:; 3) and revitalizing ur~~l<.rutilizcd areas. 

lXl'AN1) OPEN SPACE NETWORK. 1)owntown \>ill icatunr an 

cxtcnsive network of public, sem-public and prirwte upen spaces. 
including strcrt and alleys, parks, u r h n  plaza, and other 

irnprovrrnrnts that will augmmt and expand the existing nctrwrk. 



Section 3 POLICY FRAMEWORK 
- -- -- - - - -- -. - -. 

I -\5+ Planning Objectives 
I 

CencralP'un CHANGE WILL B E  HARMONIZED T O  
Gui"i'w PRESERVE PASADENA'S HISTORIC 

Principle 2 
CHARACTER AKD ENVIRONRIENT. 

i , A s&rificant rrurrrber of Pasarlerin's arcltirecturaIly und 

culrurally sigmificarit 6uildirigs nrtd 1aridsr:apes are ,',," >L- 
located Doaorrto~arr. Collecriucly, they ure arc irriporlurtl ,, A=====- 

part of the City's iderrtity. Uercrrcse much of tlte City's 1 g~oiu(il11 is turgeted for Doamtotcn, ir is irrtperuti~.e tliat 

1 these resources are protectccl nrrd rlral rretc 

Central Dirtrirt 
Objectice 7 

C~nrral  District 
Ohjertice 8 

Centrul Disfrirt 
Objective 9 

Central Disfrict 
06jeclive 10 

I<ElKt 'OI<CE DISTRICT CIIAI<,4CTEI1. T lw  d is t inc t iw  r l ~ a r w ~ r r  

of' 1)owntorm and i ts  U I I ~ ~ U C  S u I ) - d i s ~ r i r t ~  w ~ l l  IIV n ~ i i i n ~ i l i r ~ w l  and 

fu r~ l i c r  enhancr.<l. Ucw drvc lupmrr l~  wi l l  rrsprmrl to t lw awn's 

nrch~tectural lwri tagr with sensitivil! 3 r d  d l ~ r  c r ~ i i t i w .  & ~ s i p i  

so l~ l ions .  

CONSER\'K IiidO\\'N UI.:ICIIIIOI<IIOOl~S. L)mvntuwis 

rcsidrnt ial  neighborhoods wi l l  iwrltin~r,. xr prr,ridc a drsirablc livin; 

environment. S w n d  resiJr:n~ial d \ w l l i n ~ s  r r ~ l l  1,c rrtnincd and new 

rcsidcntial development wi l l  respect t h  c l ~ a r ~ c t c r  and s rn l r  of 

existing rrsi,lcnces. 

SUPPOITTl'I<ADITION,41. URBAN I'ATTERUS. K r a  construction 

and c o n ~ v r n ~ ~ ~ r ~ q  ,lcsign w ~ l l  r~:inl'~wcr I h ~ ~ t ~ ~ w n ' s  t r a d i ~ i w ~ a l  

development pa t te r~~s ,  irvspund tu t l ~  surruunding con~cxt .  and 
v w ~ t r i l ~ u k  10 I't~sulena's s t ~ t t ~ s  a\ m i r w i t ~ ~ ~ ~  a u l  m m w r a h l ~  place. 
Streets wi l l  support pulrliv activity oncl l ,u i ld ing~  w,ill IJC scaled to 

thc prcscncc or p rop l r .  
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section 3 POLICY FRAMEWORK .- 

I Planning Objectives 

C e n e r d  P lnn  ECONOMIC VLTALITY WILL BE PROMOTED 
GUi"w ' TO PROVIDE JOBS, SERVICES, REVENUE, 

Principle 3 
AND OPPORTUNITIES. 

1 T l te Cen t ra l  D i s t r i c l  f i ~ r t c t i o ~ t s  us Pasadena's p r i m c r y  

cert ter of gouerr~nt r r t t ,  busirtess,firturrcial, a n d  r e t u i l  

actitsiry. Tlterefore, the City's J iscol  l ~ r u l r l r  i s  heav i l y  

clepertdertt o n  a srrorrg Uo~ t i r t l o~o r t  ecorrorrty. To build (I 
s t r o rge r  a r t d  ruore d i w r s e  ecurtorrtic base, D o ~ u u l o t ~ r t  

I rrtusl lecerage i l s  rnnrty resources t o  r e t a i n  a r d  a l l r a c l  

des i red busirtess enterprise. Do~ iwtu to r r  i s  espec in l ly  

! we l l -pos i t ioued to berrefit front t he  g l o b a l  shifr ro t t iurd a 
knotuledge-hascd ecorturtty. 

Central Disrricr 
O b j ~ r t i w  I I 

Central U is t r i r l  
Ob j c r~ i ue  12 

Central U is t r ic I  
Objective 13 

Cenlrnl  D is t r i r t  
Objective 14 

I-UCOUI{AGI: I$IJSINESS HETELTION. Downtawn lusiness w i l l  
b v  rctaincd and iiurturcd, plnmoting long-tcrm i~~rcstmcnt in  the 
communily. Accordingly. L)onvntown will ~ m x i d c  cunrenient x x c s s  

to local resources, services and amenities, including child care 
Iacilitics and public Iranslmrlation. 

I'KOMOTE JOB CROWTII. Cnrnptilrlc m:own~ic dt~vclq~rnunt w i l l  
provide new and expanded job opportunitirs in  the 1)ountow. Jab 
expansion will hrnrfit from physical and rrunornic linkages with tlw 
Ci ty 's  ahurldant resources - cultural, corporate, scientific, and 
educational. 

i~nancial, retailing and government ccntcr of tIw City. 

A 
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Section 3 

Generd I'lurt 
Guiding 

Pritwiple 4, 

POLICY .- FRAMEWORK . 

Planning Objectives 

PASADENA WILL B E  PROMOTED AS A 
HEALTHY FAMILY COMMUNITY. 

Iri its role as Pusaderia's urbun core, ilre Central 
District addresses one or rnorr riceds oJl;irtnally all o f  
the City's occupants. Cor~sec~~lerrtly the tcrll-being of 
rhe entire corr~n~~rnity rests in I)otur~foruri's position as a 
place where a diversity of people cart tlzrit~e. This 
befiins ~uitlc meeting the ruosr basic: ,reeds: a safe uncl 
utlrnctiue roncntur~ity; suituble Iiuusirrg; our1 accessible I .  

! scrvtces. 

Crntrccl Di~tricr PRO\IOTE COhlMl ih l ' l 'Y S!\1.'1.~1'Y. O u u m u w ~ ~  wil l  1w n salt- and 

Ohjcctiu~ 17 becurt: Illacc lor its owul)rlnta. I ' I~~si i :al  dcbign btr;rtcgirs that 

gvncratc v~tality. populatr pul~l ic ~ I . I W .  aw l  <:rcatt. a wlf-lmlicing 

en\.ironment b ~ i l l  l w  cncc~urqqxl. 

Cer~frnl District INCREASE I IECREATIOKAL OPPOIITUNIT1: I hvn town  wi l l  

Ohjectiue 19 ; acrornrnodntr a widc range o lact ivc and p.lssivr rcrtcal ior~al 

1 activities, making oplimnm use of available fac i l i~ ics and rcsources. 

I including eristing parks and scl~onls, as well as put,lir stn:rts and 
l,lazas. 

Central IXstrict 
Objectire 20 

EUIIANCI< EYVI l tONhlENTAL QUALITY. The hcnlth and vitality 

of Downtown wil l  bwcfit frvm ihe presenct: and conservalion of l u c d  

natural rcsourccs, in particulal; t l ~ c  dcvcloprnrmt id ttw arr.8'~ urban 

iorcst. 
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Section 3 
- 

C ~ , n ~ r d  Plan 
Gniding 

Principle 5 

Crrrtrnl District 
O1,jectice 2 1 

Central Uisfricf 
Objwficr 23 

POLICY FRAMEWORK 
-- 

Planning Objectives 

PASADENA WILL B E  A CITY WHERE 
PEOPLE CAN CIRCULATE WITHOUT CARS. 

Tlte Generul Plan requires thnf iurgrted cleveloprnent 
areas, including the Central District, crnphasize rnixecl- 
use, and support pedcsfrian aacl trcrnsif e~cticity. This is 
in lieepitrg mith D o ~ u r ~ ~ o ~ c ~ t ~ ' ~  role as Pecsadenn's urban 
core. Itnpruued transit and pedesfrinu s~obil i ty will 
snpport this fnncfiori by building corinrctions between 
tlie many experiences nncl ucticities for~ncl tlrror~~lronr 

hllUl\II%E'Yllr\I'I.'IC Ihlt?:\C'~S. A, lar a:. 1;!a-.il,lv, t d l i < -  irnpac:ts 

u p n  in-town and adjoining residcnti;il neigl~borhouds wi l l  be 
i i l .  U r u  ~ lcvc lnpmcnt  \\ill lx! ( l i rc.d<d tuxanl  prirlcilxd 

mobil i ty corrichm and i n  c;losc prmirnit! t u  t ~ w ~ ~ i i  s la t iun~ .  

PROh101'6 'I'KAhSI'I' U 3 G L .  ' I ' rmd xi:l be .I viaLle uption for 

~novc:mrn~ within ;~nd througl~ l )on ,~~owr~ ,  ~. r r~ lhasiz ing in~pruved 

transit connrctiorls b c l t i e ~ ~ ~  the ~CIIVIIY w n l ~ r h  of I)OWIIIO~Y~. 
I<t:gi~rnal transit w i l l  bc s ~ t ~ ~ p o r t ~ d  by transit-oriented dewloprncnt 

w a r  l ight rai l  stations. 

\TAKE DO\VN'I'OWU WALKABLE. I)owr~tuwr~ wi l l  1 ~ :  a saiv, 

convenient and curniurtalle place to walk, n ,,lace where walking is 

the mode o l  c l to iw  for short trips. 
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section .- 3 POLICY FRAMEWORK C -- - - - -  
Planning Objectives 

&nerd Plan PASADENA WILL B E  PROMOTED AS A 
Cuiding 

Principle 6 
CULTUFUL, SCIENTIFIC, COHPORATE, 
ENTERTAINMENT, AND EDUCATIONAL 

1 CENTER FOR THE REGION. 

l'asaderra is home t o  a rrunrl~~r o f  siguificorrt 
ir~stitutiorrs - regionally, nutior~ally arrd globally - nlany 
of tolrich arc located ~ d h i r r  or rrrljrrcerlt 10 Dorrntoiorr. 
These institutiurrs greatly cor~triburr t o  tlrr uitulity, 

I ecorromy urrd prestige of the City, wrd ofterr lerrd 11 

unique cl~uracter to particular areus of the Do~orctotorr. 
Dotontomn's diuersity and abuudnr~t resources prouide 
a n  outslarlding opportunity for rxisting und pole~rtial 
rtetu i~rstitutiun?i t o  grow t r d  prosprr uccordirlg l o  their 
specific nreds. 

Objectice 26 

Cerrrml District 
06jecliue 28 

Cc.nrrc,l District SUPPORT INSI'II'U'I'IONAI. GKO\V'I'II. Kcw and existing 

Ol,jpcti~.e 29 institutions in thc Dcnwtown will lw prcnirlcd an opporluniry lo grow 
I and 1m1spcr i n  a manner that is comptil>lv w i ~ h  l)rnvr~lorrn's identity 

and economy. Institutions  hilt winfurct. tlir City's p~~siticm as a 
lcadcr in cultural, scientific anrl rltlwr int~.llcctusl pursuits will 

, continue to be an rsprcially important lfalurr of l)ow,ntown. 
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Section 3 
-~ .- 

Ger~erul /'Inn 

Guiding 
Pn'neiple 7 

I . . POLICY FRAMEWORK 
. - . -. . - . . -. - . .- - . - - .- 1 3 -  

Planning Objectives 

CORIMUNITY PARTICIPATION WILL BE A 
PERMANENT PART O F  ACIIIEVIYG A 
GREATER CITY. 

Tlre General Plarr dictates tlrnt the Certtral Distr ict 

accontatodate o corlsiderable nrrrorrrrt ofl'asaderra's 

r e  r o t 1  Tlte ritkercry deatn~rd., tlrcct the - . - -  
irteuitrrble cltartge is positive und support 11 Iriglr quul i ty 

of l f i .  Tlris is orr l j  possible toitlr arr irlfornred 

cor~st i tuer~cy that directly participates i n  the shapir~g of 

/loterrtotort. Civic pride, access to  irlforrrrntiorr, and a 

1 forurn rltal pror~rotes open dialogue w e  tlte key 




