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Appendix A: General pici ~onsis tenc~ 

Consistency tul 
G e n e r a l  Plan 

G u i d i n g  
P r i n c i p l e  1 

Discuss ion  
Ouwuiew 

Consis tency wi 
G e n e r a l  P l a n  

G u i d i n g  
Principle 2 

'l'hc Ccntl-a1 District Sp,,<:ific Plan strives to maintain crmsistcncy 
with, and implement thc oi?jeclivcs nnd plir.i,.s of tlrr C i t y  of 
Pas'usadena Cornprehe~ls iv r  G c n e r d  P l a n .  This link is expreused 
in Sectinn 3: POLICY FRAMKWORK. The lollowing discussion 
also highlights some specific appmaches to implcn~cnting the 
Gcneml Plan's objectives and po l i r i c .  

Thc Central District Specific Plan: 

Directs developn~ent away from Pasadena's residentid 
neighburlmods toward targeted areas, specifically the urban 
core; the Central District is identified by (he Land Usc Elcment 
as one of seven areas requiring pueparatiuu ul  a specific p l a ~ ~ .  

Pumucs an  cxciting urban corc with divcrsc cconurnir, housing, 
cultural a t d  c!nlcrtainnicnt opporlunilics. 

Cmphasizrs transit and pedestriarl-oricntccl rlcrclopnrrnr near 
rail station? and along major rnohility corridors. 

Sul,lwrts mixril-use and urban villagc dcvclopnicnt typcs 

Flr~:ourages urban open spsrrs throughout thc Ccntral District, 
including parks, plazas, courtyards, streetiraprs, ~ t r .  

Establishes building intensity standad.; that are u,rnl,atil,lr will, 
and implement the General Plan development caps. 

The Central District Specific Plan: 

. Includes urhan design guidelines for the Central Ilistrict and 
kcy Sub-districts. Guidclincs arc intended to reinfarcc 
Downtown's spccial idcntity and promote design excellence. 

Arlvocatcs design that is responsivc to context, and is compatible 
with the sttrrounding chaiacter and scale. 

. Looks to maintain thc ?xisting rhnractrr and scale of the In-town 
Housing Sub-District. 

Kecommcnds inlprovements to 1)orvntown's opcn spare  network, 
including strectscapc onhanr:crnr:nts. 

General Plan 
Guiding Principle 1 :  
Growth will be turzeled to 
acrw comnronily r~ccds und 
r:nlrr~ncc ihc quuliry of lijk 

General Plan 
Guidin8 Principle 2: 
Change will be harn~onized 
to preserve l'aradenu's 
historic character  a n d  
enuironnent. 

I Central District Specific Plan 
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Plan Consistency 

C o n s i s t e r ~ e y  to/ l'hc Central District Sl~rci i ic  Plan: General Plan 
G e r ~ e r u l  P l a n  , Guiding Principlr 3: 

G u i d i r ~ g  . Establishes llighcr dwclopment intcnsitics m a r  light rail Economic vitality u i l l  be 

Pr inc ip le  3 stations and along major mobility corridors, providing rconomic profnoted toProwidcjobs ,  
seruices, revenues, and 

opportunity. oppor lu t i tks ,  

Promotrs mixed-use throughout most of lllr Ihwntown 

. Rccstahlishes Colorado Boulevard and Lakc v e n u e  as the 
City's principal commercial corridors. 

. Idcr~tifie; a limited number of key employment centers where 
non-residential use is given priority, and kcy sllupping streets 
where ground floor retail and retail continuity is advocated. 

0 Recum~ncrtds land usc regulations that will support knowlerlgc- 
1,ascd enterprise, inrubation ol'snlall husincss, as well 3s live- 
work facilities that offer opportunities for artists and artisans. 

TIIC Contral Distrirt Snrr i i ic  Plan: Gw~errrl Plon 
Guiding Principle 4 :  

Encourages mixcd-usc suh-districts that includr housing, Pusrrrlen~ will be pr-ormxed 

employn~mt,  and e r v i c r s ;  rccommends zoning classifications as a healthy fan+ 

that accommodate a broad mixt~lrr nf rarnpatihlc uses. cun,rnunity. 

Establishes E'AK and density limits that allow for the 
construction of additional housing within the Uorvntawn; the 
highest development intensities are din:ctr:d ncar light rail 
stations and along multi-modal corridors, increasing 
accessibility to transit. 

I<ecnmmends the inclusion ofcu~nmunal  opcn space in 
conjunction with mixed-use residcntid d c v c l o p ~ n ~ n t s ;  also 

promotcs thc incorporation of well-design plazas and courtyards 
with non-residential projects. 

Promutes nun-moturized methods u l  trimspurtalion to reduce auto 
dependency; includes guidelines and rrrommendations for 
pedestrian-friendly streets. 

A 

Central District Specific Plon 



APPENDICES 
Appendix A: General Plan Consistency 

C o r ~ s i s ~ e r ~ c y  wl ' Thc Central District Soecifi~: Plan: ( h e r d  I'lun 

Gerwrul  Plari 
Guiding 

P r i n c i p l e  5 

Cnirling Prir~ciplc 5: 

Supports a b;d;m~:~:rl transportation nctwork, acvumrnudutirlg Pmadenn toill be n City 

autunrobiles, transit (light rail, and local and regional hus lines), lu'lerepeople circll'nte 

without CUTS.  
Licycles, and pedestrians. 

Identifies multimodal corrirlors Uowntown, accommodating th r  
City's highest intensities rn  protect in-town and surrounding 
rcsidcntial areas from undue tralfic impacts. 

Encourages transit- and pedestrian-oriented develupment 
throughout much of l)owntown, especially in  proximity to light 
rail stations and along niultimudal rurl.idors to support 
alternative modes US t~ar~spurtatiun. 

Prornotcs inlprovcd transit avai1:hility tilrough r e g i o d  
coordination and expansiutl ul  tllc local ARTS bus service, 
including provision of a Duwritown circ:ulalur system to cut~rlccl 

' t ' CPntcrS. actiri ) 

Recommends pnl-king raps and nvlur:rd [larking s tar~danls  lo 

snpport shared ridrrship and transit usagt-, rsprcially among 
commutcra and rcsidrnts. 

Advocates a "park-once" strategy for short-term parkin:, 
allowing Downtown customers and visitors to park their vehicles 
and convenientlv move via local transit and on-fool. 

I ~ ~ C I U L I U S  p ~ i d ~ l i n c s  Sbr ttw Icmali~n and dcsign d'pal-king 
facilities to reduce their visual impact on the environment. 

Emphasizes psdestriarl rnuldity, and includes guidelines and 
rccomrnen~latiuns to support pcdcatrian liicrdly strccts, 
addressing rninirrlum siclcwalk width, strcctscapc amcnitics and 
street-oriented design. 

Rcquircs retail i:ontinuity along important commercial strccts 
(Colorado Boulcvi~nl, Lake Avcnue, and Grccn Strcct) to 
reinforce pcdcslrian activity. 

Central Distrid Specific Plan 



C o n s i s t e r ~ c y  w/ 
G e n e r u l  P l a n  

Guiding 
P r i n r i ~ ~ l e  6 

C o r ~ ~ i s t e n c ~  m/ 

G e n e r a l  P l a n  
G u i d i n g  

I ' r inr iple  7 

G e n e r a l  P l a n  
A m e n d m e n t s  

- - 4 ~ 0 ~  

Appendix A: General Plan Consistency 

Estal l is l~cs drvrlqrrnrr~t  intensirics and l a ~ d  usc regulations Pmwlena toill hrpromoted 
a s  a cultural,  scientifk, that support new development opportuni t i~:~,  including 
corporate, entertainment, 

instihllional growth i t r d  clevrlopmmt; design guidt:lines prornolc 
a d  educu~iona l  center jbr  

compatibility with Lhc sunnunding r h m x t c r .  tltc rcgiun. 

Identifies and s ~ ~ ~ ~ p o r l s  kry \inkaRrs hctwern complementa~y 
Sub-districts, and with important con~niunity resources. 

Presents Sub-district concepts and &sign guidelines that 
enhance the identity of specialized district and precincts, 
especially Old Pasadena, tlic Civic Center, I'asadena I'layhouse, 
and South Lake. 

The Central Districl Specific Plao: General P lan  
Guiding Prir~ciplc 7: . Advocates co~~miunity involvement in tlic gcncration of plans C o m n u ~ n i t ~  pnrticipotion 

and studies ll~iit i r ~ ~ p l e m m t  lllr Central Di~tl.ict Sprrifir Plan; will be rr permanent pnrr of 

these may incluclr cconomic dcvclopmcnt studir:~, t~ans i t  achierring a greater C i ~ y .  

studics, strrctscapr and opcn s p x r  improvcmcnt plans, clc. 

Recomn~ends rcvicw of this Spccific Plan by thc Planning 
Commission rvcl-y 5 ycars. 

'The Land Use Element of the Gencral Plan should be amended tu 
remove any reference to "strategy areas" within the Central Uistrict 
Specilic Plan area, and instead rccognizc thc propused Sub-districts 
As far as feasible, the character descriptions of each strategy area 
havc bccn incorporated within lhc applicable Sub-district Concept, 
and the develuprne~~t  caps for each strategy area were considered in 
preparing this SpcciGc: Plans's FAR and Residential Uensity 
Conccpts. 

Central District Specific Plon 
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District-mi& 
Urban Design 

PIarrs 

Disruasiorr 
Ovrruieu> 

~ ~ - ~ 

and redevelopmcr~t plans. In accordance with rxisting 
cur~ditions, pertinent policies, and recommendations from 
thesc studies havc heen incorporated into the Central 1)istfict 
Sl~xcific Plan, with the additiorlal goal of rninin~iaing thc redundancy 
and clirninihrg the innonsistenrics found in these documents. The 
status of each document ~oh;rqwnt  t u  ndoption of this Specific Plan 
is Imsen"td i n  the following discussion. Many althesr plans and 
studies are to be sopen.wir:rl by this Specific Plan, and will no longer 
be applicahle. In some instances, the specificity of the issues 
addressed (strectscapc plans) or the legal authority attached to the 
document (redeveloprncn~ plans) requires that this Specific Plan 
maintain consistency and reference the applicable duwrncrrt. 

For the past 25 years, down tow^^ has been the sul>jtrct ol'a conccrtcd 
planning eflbrt, including rwmerous planning studies [hat encumpass 
urban dcsiarr plans, dcsign guidelines, specific plans, streetscapc 

Downtown Pasadena Urban Drsign Plun (!Vovembcr 1983): At 
tllc timc of adoption, this Plan established thc basis for pl~ysical 
development in lhc I)owntown. Tllc goals of thr Plan are as fbllows: 
1) to maintain and rcinfbrcc tllc diversity of Downtown uses nnd 
distinrtivcncss of areas a d  districts; 2 )  to create a gracious 
Ihwntown environrncnt harmonious with Pasad~na's natural sctting 
and h i l t  rcsoorccs; 3) to pmrook street activity, amenity and 
orientation geared lo thc i~divirlual; and 4) to promote development 
decision-making which is oriented to cornmnnity and pllhlir 
interests. Close considcration has hccn givrn to incorporating many 
of the goals, pnlicies and recommt.ndatiorls of this Plan. The 
Downtown Pasadena Urhnn Design P l a n  will no longer apply 
following adoption nf thr Central  District Specific Plan .  

Pasadena i)owntotun Urban Design Guidelines (June 1992): 
This document updates Lhe guals and policies of the 1983 Urban 
Design Plan, although the four major goals remain unchanged. It 
also includes architectural design policies and guidelines. l'he 
nmssing guidelines remain incomplete, and the building design 

~ ~ 

p ~ i & l i ~ , e s  are a restaterrlent of the Design Pr i r~c i~ les  and Critcria as 
found in the City's Land Use Element. Close considr!ratiori has been 
givcn to incorporating many of the goals, policics and 
rccon~mendations of this r1ot:unient. The R~suclenu Dow~itown 
Urhnn Design Guidelines will trn longrr npply fdlriwing adnption 
,f the Crn t rn l  1)istrict Spccijic Plan.  

Central District Specific Plan 
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Pasadena I'luyhouse Mixed U s e  und Arts lriclusive Plan (Final 
Draft, . June 1993): Alhough this Plan was never forrnally adoptcd, 
it offers a vision Sor tllc Pasatlcna I'layl~ouse area based on a study of 
markct opportunities, with a c a m p l ~ n > c n t a ~ ~  implr:mcntation strategy 

i and urban dcsicn finmcwork. T l ~ c  vision runr be s~~uin~nr iae t l  a s  

Suh-District 
Pluns & Studies 

fullows: 1) reinforce Colorado Ruulr.vnrd as Pasadena's ccremunid 
main svcct ;  2) promote the a rcds  arts hcritagc; .?) c~-eakr a n  u h a n  
place fur working, dwelling, rcrrcatiun, and comnierrr; and 4) 
impmvc the er:or~on~ic condition of t l ~ c  arca. These goals hnvc 
generally bccn incorporated; however, the Pasadenn Playhouse 
hlized U,sa and Arts l r i c l t~s iu~  Plan will no lungrr apply following 
adoption of the Central nistrict Specific Plan. 

Civic Center SpeciJiu Plarr (Murch 1990; urncnded July 1994): 
This Plan lists goals for the arca and lrrovidcs a "1:rarncwurk for 
D e ~ c l o ~ r n c n t "  h a t  includes highly dct;~ilrd trarccl-l>y-l,arcr:l 
development s t a n d ~ ~ r d s  and guidr:lines. The goals for thc Civic 
Centcr are a s  follows: 1) bring the "City Be;wtifuln vision of the 
Bcnnrtr Plan up-to-date; 2) prescrvc, maintain and contribute to 
Pasadena's cultural 11r:ritagr; 3) make the Civic Crntcr a n  important 
destination in Pasadena; 4) makc a commitment to hoosing in the 
Civic Ccnler; 5)  give support to the religious and scrvice institutions 
that have tradi~ionally formed a part of the Civic Centcr's identity; 6) 
conncct the Civic Center to other awas of dcvelopment; and 7) 
undertake public actions that will reitllbl-ce the Civic Center Master 
Plan. These goals have generally been incorporated; Imweucr, the 
Civic Center Specific Plan will nu lunger apply following adoption 
of the Central District Specific Plan. 

West Gateway Specific Plan (July 1998): 'She West Gateway is 
divided into three sub-areas, including the South DeLacey Corridor 
also located within the boundalies o f the  Central District Specific 
Plan. The goals for the South DeLacey Coniclor may be summarized 
as follows: 1) build linkages to surroundings, including Old 
Pasadena, Cenlral Park, and the pruposcd light rail station; 2) 
preserve sigriificant historic structures; 3) encourage  rans sit-oriented 
dcvelopment; and 4) provide flcxibilit? to rcspond lo market 
conditions. L m d  use regulations, dwt:lopmcnt staudards and design 
guidelines a w  addressed. Thcse goals and rccornrncndations h a w  
been incorporntcd except as necessary to ;+drircss cllanging 
rondi~ions;  horvcvrr, thc West Crrtcwny Specific Plan will no 
longcr apply within tha al-cadcscribcd as tllc South n e l a c e y  
Corridor following adoption of the Ccntrnl District Specific Plan. 

Central District Specific Plan 
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Ciuic Center / Mid-town Programming Eflort Report (April 
1998): 'This I'lan includcs programs and stralcgies lhat will 
reinvigorate thc "heart" o[ Pasadena. The iritcnt is tu provide a 

framework fur major public 2nd private rlcvclopments in the Civic 
Crnter. Thc Plan rraffirrns the gnals of the Civic Cenkr Sprcifir 
Plan, but reconsidel-s many of the poli<:ics and design guidelines. 
Thcre is a special concern for the revitalization ol major public 
spaces and alternativr plans art. drpictcd for thcsc spaces, including 
Centw~nial Square. The Ciuic Ccntsr / Midtown Progranr rn in~  
Effort Report will be supert:rdrd. The Central  District Specific 
P lan  incorporates many of its policies and proposals. 
Recommendations for public open spare and streetscapc design are 

addressed in significant detail in the more recent h s a d e n a  Civic 
Center / Midtown District Design Project: Refined Concept 
Plan.  

St reetsccrp  Old Pasadena Strretscupes arrd Alleys W'iulkz~'ays Refined 
Plans  Concept P l a n  (July 1995): Recommendations include local 

str<:ctscapc plicies. cunccp~ual plans, design elements and specific 
improvemcnts that will conlrihute to a succcvsful pedestrian 
nctwork. 'The Plan pruvidcs cuosiderable dduil, i~lclutling 
impn,vt:manl plans and cos~  analysis for <.acll dO1d Pnsnrlm~n's alley 
walkways. The Old I'asndenn Streetsc i~pi!~ a n d  Alleys V'alkway 
Rcfincrl Concept P lan  i-cmains applicablc: although thc Centrul  
District Specific Plnn attcmpts to maintain consistrncy, the 
strrctsrapr plan should be reviewed and updated to addrcss 
changing conditions. An updater1 plan should also respond to the 
Old Pasadena Soh-district boundaries. 

Pasadena Playhouse District Concept Plnn,for Streetacapes, 
Walkways &Alleys (April 1996): This Plan includes policies, 
conceptual plans, and recommendations for specific improvements to 
the area's pedestrian network. It is supplemented by the Pasadenu 
Playhouse District Streetscapes, 1Valkways &Alleys Plan: 
Approved Design Elements (November I996), that sclccts a 

coordinated palette and estimates costs for the proposed strcclscapc 
improvemcnts. Thc Pasadena Playhouse District Conorpl P lan  
for Streetscapcs, 1Valkways &Alleys remains applicablc; 
although thc Central  District Spccific P lan  attcrnpts to maintain 
consiskncy, the strcctscapc plan should Ilc reviewed and updatcd to 
addrcss changing condi~ions. An updated plnn shrn~lrl nlsu rcspor~d 
to the Pasadena Playhouse Soh-district houndarien. 

A 
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Appendix B: Prior Downtown Planning Efforts 

P u s u d ~ n a  Civic Center / Mid-toum District Design Project: 
Rcjincd C o n c c p  Plun (April 2001): This lplan l~uilds upon and 
rcfincs aspects uf tlle Civic Center / Mid-towri Progrntataing 
Eff'ort Report. It presents a concrpt plan and dosign dcvelopmmt 
documents fnr strcctscapc improvements in the area, as well as 
traffic and parking strategies. Centennial Square, the Central 
I.ibrary Forecourt, thc Civic Aurlitoriurn Forccourt, and thc Garficld 
Avenue / Holly Street Promenade are given special design 
consideration. Thc Pasndena Civic Center 1 Mid-town District 
Design Project: ReIfined Concept P lan  remains applicable; the 
Crntrnl  District Sprc~f ic  Plnn strives to maintain consistency. 

Pasadena Downtown Redevelopment Project Plan: This Plan 
gcrrcrally w r t t a i r ~ s  language that legally authol-ims redevelupment 
activities related to property acquisition, management, disposition 
and development, etc. 'l'he status ofthe Pasadena Downtown 
l(edeve1opmcrit Project P lan  ~emains u~~alfected by pieparation 
and adoption oI'tl~r Centrul  District S,~ecijic Plua.  

Redevelopmerzt 
Plans  

Old Pu.sudc!na Kede~cloprnent Project Plan: This Plan starcs 111.11 
the primaly purpose of rrdrvrloprnrrlt i n  Old P a d m a  is to pursuc 
the financing of puhlic parking, and strcct aml a l l q  i~~ljmvernents. 
Consequently, redeveloprnmt activities associated with thr powcr of 
cmincnt dnmain arc limited. This restriction is intc~ldcd to preserve 
the historic character of thr arca. Tlic status of thr Old Pasadena 
Redevelopment Project Plan n:mains unaffected by preparation 
and adoption of the Ccntral  District Spec[fic Plnri. 



Table 8 ~ ~ o c u m e n t  Status 

I Design Guideliner for Old Paradeno I Jul-79 I superseded by CD Specific Plon 

I Downtown Poradeoo Ucbon Design Plon I Nov-83 I superseded by CD Specific Plan 

' I Posodeno Ployhouse Mixed Use and Arts lnciusive Plao I Final Drah Jun-93 I superseded by CD Specific Plan 

.- 

I Old Pasadena Streetscopes ond Alley Walkwoys Refined 
Concept Plon I Ju-95 I still applicable; referenced by CD Specific Pan 

I Pasadeno Ployhouse D imc t  Concept Plon for Streetscaper, 
Wolkwoyr &AlIcys I Apr-96 I still oppicable, referenced by CD Specific Plan 

Crvic Center Specific Plan 

Posodeno Downtown Urban Design Guidelines 

I Porodena Ployhause Disfricf Street~ca~es, Woikwoys 8 Alieyr 
Plan, Appravcd Design Elements I Nov-96 I still opplicoble; referenced by CD Specific Plon 

Mar-90 

Jun-92 

I Porodeno Civic Center / Mid-town District Design Project: 
Refined Concept Plao I Apr-03 I still opplicoble; referenced by CD Specific Plan 

superseded by CD Specific Plan 

superseded by CD Specific Plan 

Cwic Center / M l d ~ i o w n  Progromrning Effort Report 

Wesf Gateway Specific Plan (South Deiocey Corridor) 

I 

Central District Specific Plan 

Apr-98 

Jul-98 

superceded by CD Specific Plan 
& Pvradena Civic Center / Mid-town District Derigr 

Project: Refined Concept Plon 

superceded by CD Specific Plan (for South DeLocey 

Corridor] 
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1 Appendix C: Civic Center / Midtown 
1 ~kve lo~rnent  Guidelines 

! 
; . l o  the extent feasible, the direc~iun cstablistvxl by h c  Urban 

Drsign Program has hccn incorporated into the Central District 
Specific Plan, while: arknowlcilging rhanging vi~nilitions 
thruughuut tllc Duwntown. 

Ueueloprner~1 
Guidelines 

Ouemiezc 

0 An importent fcaturc of thc Urban Design Program is its 
inclusion of open spacc, landscape, and traffic and parking 
components. These issues have been reexamined in greater 
detail within thc Pasadcna Civic Ccntcr l  Mid-Town District 
Design Prujeat: Refined Concept Plan (April 2001). 

The Civic Center / Mid-Towu Prugranuuing Elfurl Rcport (April 
1998) includes a comprehensive "Urban Design I'rogram" with 
objectives, guidelines, and r~o tnmrnt la t ions  for the physical and 

, aesthetic iniprovement d t h c  Civic Ccntcr 1 Midtowrl Subdistrict. 

. l'hc l.rlmn 1)csigrr Program also inoludcs ilctail<:ri rlcsign 
recommendations and illustrative exhibits for key development 
opportunity sites. These have been reviewed and substantially 
incorporated into the folluwing discussion: ~ ~ r o s p e c t i v e  
development on urr iderrtiJied deueloprrrrrrt upportuni~y 
site shull substuntiully cornply with the dez;eloprnerrt 
guidslincs oullirreri in Appendis C ,  us ~ve l l  us all other 
ap~~licablcpol ic ies ,  guidelines and rccor~r~ncnrl~rliorrs of 

this S p ~ c i j i r  Plan. 

. The identific:ltion of pr~fer red  land uses and illustrativr 
concepts arc not intrnrled to be limiting; ~ t l ~ r  uses or 
configurations that suhstnntially comply with the intent and 
guidelines of this Specific Plan will hc allowrrl. 

Deuelopmertt Exhibit 18: Civic Center l Midtown Drurlopment Opportrmity 
Opportunity Sites illustrates pending or potential future development in the Civic 

Sites Center I Midtown Subdistrict.  

Opportunity sites A - Fare key to reviving thc Civic Center I 
Midtown Sub-district, and are addressed herein. ~ . Additiunal opportunity sites are i d r ~ ~ ~ i f i c t l  and sllould bc 
developed at a iulure datc 10 c n l ~ a n c r  linkages with the Old 
Pasadcna and Pasadena I'layhoose Suh-districts. 

I Central District Specific Plan 
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Exhibit 72: Civic Center / Midtown opportunity Sites 
.. 

EE F U T U R E  D E V E L O P M E N T  +, -- 

O P P O R T U N I T I E S  

I<rv Oppovlonily Silrr 

A. Convention Center1 Civic 
Auditorium 

R. Rroudway Block 

C. Ccu I'cd Block 

D. Centennial Square 

E. Co~zrthoosr Block 

E Walnut I Euclid Street Parcels 

G .  Paseo Colorado (implemented 
SrptwnLr~. 2001) 

. Additionol opportunity sitrs 
a,-o inrlimtatl with hatching 

Source: Civic Center 1 Mid-toron 
Progrornming Effort Report, 
Apr i l  1998 

i 
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1 Appendix C: Civic Center / Midtown 
~ & e l o ~ m e n t  Guidelines 

Convention Center / Civic Auditorium 

Preferred lond uses for ihe block rnclude expanded exhibition and 
meeting room spoce, w ~ t h  related oncilloiy activities ond uses. To the 
south o i  the existing Holiday Inn, hotel use or mid-rlse residenfiol 
structures ore recommended. 

I .  Remove the bunker-like elevot~ons of the Conference Center, ond 
expond these buildings to the sidewolk edge. The exponsion could 
function as oddiiionol reception or display spoce. 

2. Exponsion should allow direci visual occess from the building 
interiors to Green Street, with several pedesirion entrances onto the 
sidewolk. Consider orcodes for the elevotions facing Green Street. 

3. Mointoin the current configurofion of the ex~sting Civic Auditorium 
forecouif. New construcijon to the east ond west of  the forecouif 
should frome the Clwr Avdttonum, not overpower i t .  

4 Additions to the top of the existing buildings ii implemented should 
not surpass the height of the Civic Auditorium. 

5 .  Expand the existing Conference Center to the south, and provide 
suitoble vehicular and pedestrian entronces ond drop of ispoce along 
Morengo ond Euclid Avenues 

6 .  Reduction or relocotion of the existing open spoce oreos will be 
ollowed Destgn of the remoring rou&oids should be integral to the 
Conveniion Center; building focodes should form ihe foces and 
contain these renovated spaces. 

7 .  Expand the existing hotel, or add new buildmgs to the east and west 
of the building, in order to provide facodes ihot face onto the adjacent 
streets, namely Marengo ond Euclid Avenues. 

8. Add hotel or mid-rise housing buildings to the south of the existing 
hotel site. Encourage innovative design and development to moderate 
the irnpoct ofscole and mossing on odjocent uses. 

9 Cons~der~oro l le l  porking along both sides of Green Street to slow 
down troffic and lo create a buffer between vehdes and pedestrians 
Porking should occornrnodate the need for bus drop-off 

10. Retain the Morioil Bay Fig tree, locoied on Marengo Avenue, 
which is o City Landrnork Tree. 
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Exhibit 7 3: Convention Center / Civic Auditorium Site 
Study 

C O N V E N T I O N  C E N T E R  - ,  - - - April 1998 
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C: Civic Center / Midtown 
1 ~ & e l o ~ m e n t  Guidelines 

Broadway Block 

Preferred land uses lor the Broodwoy Block include a mix of office 
space with ground level commercial / retail uses. Residential uses are 
recommended for the norihwesi corner o f  the site, ocross from the 
Maryland Aporirnenls. 

I. Buildings on Colorado Boulevoid and Los Robles Avenue should 
reach seven or eight stories hlgh (90' maximum, subject to restrictions 
on height averaging) at ihe iniersechon ot the two sfreeis, but must step 
down in height to the west and norih. Thcse buildirrgs should not 
exceed approximately 350,000 square feet of office uses in ihe upper 
floors, with retail and service uses along the street frontage. 

2. Buildings along Unioi~ Street and Euclid Avenue should be 

housmg with ground floor retail commercial use. 

3. Ail buildings developed on the Broadway Block should orient 
toward streets and sidewalks, and sholl promote pedestrian octiv~iy 
along odiacent streeis, namely Colorado Boulevard, Los Robles 1 Avenue, Unlon Street and Euclid Avenue. 

4. Ail buildings developed on the Broadway block should feature 
muhipie entrances and wmdows along the streets. Entrance lobbies 
should allow drreci visual and physical access f h m  the streei to weli- 
designed semi~public quadrangles (coudyardsj inferior to the block. 

5 .  The scale, massing and architectural treatment of new buildings 
and their elevations should complement, and not dominate 
surrounding buildings. 

6. The building elevotron opposite Los Robles Avenue from the Pocific 
Asian Museum should acknowledge the importance o i  h o t  cultvrol 
landmark, for instance with an axial penetration or setback 
relationship. 

7. The Broadway Block and iis public ari and landscape should be 
sympathetic to the themes of Pacific Asian ari to address fhe block's 
adjacency to the Pacific Asian Museum, particularly at the southwest 
corner of 10s Robles Avenue and Union Street. 
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Appendix C: Civic Center / Midtown - 

Development Guidelines 

8 The orcode along Lo5 Robles Avenue north of Umon Sfreet should 
be continued in o s~mrlor fashron along the Los Robles fronfoge of ~ / I E  

Broodwoy Block 

9. New housing of the corner o f  Union Street ond Euclid Avenue 

should be similar in rnossing f o  the existing Morylond Aportrncnts 
ncross the street, thus formirrg u gatewoy lo  ihe Civic Cenier 

10. forking should be located underground with pedesfrian occcss to 
these loc~lities locotcd within the more public spaces such as lobbies 

ond courtyards. Direct access from the porkmg fo  upper o l i m  floors 
will be discouraged. 
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APPENDICES 
Appendix C: Civic Center /   id town 
~&e lo~rnent  Guidelines 

CenFed Block 

Preferred land uses for ihe CenFed Block include a mix of office space 
with ground level retoil usez .  Kesidentiol uses above ground level 
commercial reto,l uses will olso be considered. 

1 .  The preferred building program is  predominantly office uses is with 
retail uses requlred on the first floor facing Colorodo Boulevard. 
Parking wdl be oliowed below grade. 

2. Buildings on the Ceded block should be oriented toward the 
streets ond sidewalks, ond promote pedesfrion activiiy along adjacent 
streets, namely Colorado, Goifield, Union ond Euclid. 

3. Massing of the new buildings should be sympaihetic to surrounding 
buildings. The buildingjsj along Colorodo Boulevard shall be o 

moxrmum o f90  lee? in herght, subiect to restrictions on he~ght 
overoging. 

4. Although the existing "CenFed" building wtll remain, storefront 
windows and doors olong Garfield Avenue and expansion of the firs? 
floor along Colorodo Bouievord should be encouraged. This will help 
establish symmetry at Garfreld Avenue with the Post Office to ihe west 

5. Buildings should have mult~ple entrances along the slreeis lo 
promote pedestrian interachon, orid entrance lobbies should ollow 
direct visual and physical occess from the street to sem-public 
quadrangles (couriyards) interior to the block. 

6. The existing poseo along the east side of the "CenFed building 
should be widened to provide a visual ond pedestrian through~block 
link to Ciiy Hall iocoted directly to the nooh, as well as provide direct 
access to o quodrongle of the center of the block. 

7. Porking should be iocaied underground with pedestrian access to 
these facilities located within the more public spaces such os lobbies 
ond couriyords. Direci occess from the parking to upper office floors 
will be discouraged. 

A 
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Exhibit 74: Broadway & Cen Fed Blocks Site Study 

'a 
B R O A D W A Y / C E N - F E D  - 
B L O C K S  

Souroe: Civic  Center  l Mid-town 
Programming Effort Report, 
April 1998 

A 

Central District Specific Plan 



Use 
Keronmm~endalions 

APPENDICES -. -4i? 
Appendix C: Civic Center / Midtown Ll 

Development Guidelines 

Centennial Square 

New buildings may be free standing or additions to fhe existing YMCA 
and YWCA buildings. They should be piogrommed for civic, culiurol, 
office, or institutional uses; other uses may be allowed if they are 

economically ond socially viable. 

I .  Development on the south side of Holly Street adjacent to 
Centennial Square should be designed lo ocrornrnodate and enhance 
the Robinson Memorial. 

2. Centennial Souare's burldinas should convcv o sensc of " 

permanence through design and moteriols cornrnensurote to the 
surrounding civic architecfure. 

3. The heighf of Centenniol Square's buildings shall not exceed the 
top floor of City Hall (60~feet rnoximum). 

4. In the interim period, prior to construction of any biiild~ngs, both 
parcels focing Cily Hall should bc developed as publ~c gardens. 
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Exhibit 15: Centennial Square Site Study 

PLAN 

e3 
C E N T E N N I A L  S Q U A R E  - +- A-- 

A 
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~eLelo~rnent  Guidelines 

Courthouse Block 

APPENDICES --@ 
Appendix C: Civic Center / Midtown 

This block shall be programmed for civic, office uses, or expanded 
courthouse uses. 

I .  New buildings on this site focing Gorfieid Avenue ond Thurgood 
Marshall shall not exceed the height of the top floor of City Hall (60 
feet maximum). Promrnent horizontol diwding lines (cornices, 
stringcourses, etc.) on Ciiy Hall should be incorpoioted as elements on 
new building elevations. 

2. Conffgure buildings to create a courtyard inferior to the block. The 
primary entrances ond possoges to this covdyord should be locoted 
along Gadield and Euclid Avenues; the Gorfield Avenuc cntrance 
should be on the diogonolot the intersecfion of Gorfield ond Thurgood 
Marshall, and the Eurlid Avenue entrance should be orthogonol to the 
skeet. 

3. A new building to replace the existing County Courihouse shall not 
exceed fhe 60-foot height limit. This new building should be 
compatible wilh the Central Library ond contribute to the form of the 
proposed Library Square (as described in the Pasadena C~vic Center / 
Mid-town Dtshict Desggrr Project: Refined Concept Plan, April 2001). 
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Exhibit 7 6:  Courthouse Block Site Study 

KAN 

@ 
C O U R T H O U S E  B L O C K  - -  - - 

Source: Civic  Center  1 Mid-town 
Pro,gmmrning ES/brr ihpor-t ,  
April 1998 
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~ & e l o ~ m e n t  Guidelines 

Walnut / Euclid Street Parcels 

I. The building program for the propew north of All Saints Church 
and souih of Walnut Street may be elfher housing, office, or rcllgious 
uses. 

2. The building program for the ?arcel south of the Kaiser parking 
garage ond noiih of Walnut Street rnoy be housing or exponded 
offices. 

3. The building program for the site immediately east of the Central 
Library should be housing. 

I .  New buildings on these sites should be no faller than 75 feet, 
except fhoi new construciion lrnrnediately adjoccnt to the Centrol 
Library shall not exceed 35 feet. 

2. All new construction focing Euclld Avenue should include integral, 
well-designed courtyards facing onto the street. This continues the 
existmg courtyard panern already existing along Euclid Avenue. 

3. All h o w n g  projects should hove courlyards and gardens either 
facing the streets or interior to the building. This contrnues the strong 
garden troditton of Pasodeno. 
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Exhibit 17: Walnut / Euclid Street ~ a r c i l s  Site Study 

W A L N U T / E U C L I D  
B L O C K S  

P U N  

0 

Source: Ci& Center 1 Midtown 

Programming Effoorr Report, 

April 1998 

A 
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Appendix D: Community Participation Process F2Y 

The seventh guidingprinciple of the General l'lur~ states the 
following: "Conzn~unitypnrticipution will be a pernzurrerrt 
part of achie~.irrg rr greater city." Cornnrurrity romrnmfs 
help to  identify isuuex, prioritize valuer, r c f i n ~  t~chnicol  
analysis, and evalaczte uuriot~s prnposols. 

Preparation d thc: Contml District Specific Plan has proceeded in  
cur~junctiun witli a largcr planning effort that includcs thc ic,llowing 
components 1) thc 1.and Ilsc EIcn~cnt Update; 2) thc Mobility 
Elcnrmt Update; and 3) a Comprehensive Zoning Code Rcvision. 
Over a period ~xcer r l ing  threc y i w s  (1999 - 2003), the City 
cur~ducted over 100 difl'ermt outreach meetings, involving srveral 
hundred participants. Mccting formats ranged &om snrall gnmp 
meetings with property owners ur technical experts to la,-ge 
community meetings with 100 - 150 attendees. 

Planning documents are strongest when they have Lenclittcd Ssum 
the input of u varicty uf different stakal~olders. City staffsolicitcd 
input from business and prupcrty owners, as well as neighlul-hood 
representative; renters, as wcll a5 Ilun~euw~lers; and tccluiical 
experts. Mcctings werc l d d  at different timcs - including cvcnings 
and wcckcnds to accurrtrnodatc pcoplr wil l )  dil'ferellt work sclxxlules. 
In addition to thi: city-sponsonxl vvcnts, City staff also attended 
regularly scheduled meetings US business or ncighhol-hood gruulrs. 

1 1 .  "Kick-OffFestival": Held in June 1999 at City Hall, this w e n t  
I began the process and provided initial input on the issues of 

1 greatest concern. 
I 

Purticiprrtion 
Efforts 

2. Story Bus: A unique outreach device, the Story Bus cntailcd a 
converted ARTS Bus featuring maps and displays almut thc 
planning process, and driven to a varicty of community events. 

To rcccivc input finm as many interested p ~ o p l e  as possible, a 

varirty uf meetings and events wcrc hcld; public participation efforts 
included the following: 

3. lnferesl Group /Focus Group Meetings: Thcsc rncctings 
primarily addressed aunit~g issucs; atter~dees included 
nschitccls, contractors, dcvclopers, land usc attnl-ncys, realtors, 
and homr:owncl- association rt:prwr.ntativcs. 

A 

Central District Specific Plan 



-- - 

Participation Process 
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1. S m a l l  Group  Meelings: These n~ert ings addressed difl'crcnt 
geographic arcas withiu a d  adjacent Downtown to discuss 
initial proposals lor thc Central District. 

i. 1,nrge C o m m u n i t y  Meetings: T h r r r  large community meetings 
(with approximately 100 - 1.25 nttendres each) ~lr:alt with the 
Ccntral District Spvr:ifi,: Plan at diffcrrnt stages of development. 

i. O a e n  House:  Hcld on October 1, 2002 at the Pasadma 
Confcrmcr Center, this event allowed interrstrrl prople the 
oppr tun i ty  to rcvicw proposals for the Central ilistrict with staff 
and consultants. Concepts were summarized a s  a Ccntral 
District Specific Plan Framework Document. 

Joint  Subconimi t tee  Meetings: Issues and draft plans W P E  

rcviewcd by a Joint Subcommittee throughout the process; this 
group also advised s tal lon community outreach eiforts. 'I'he 
SuLcumroittcc consisted 01' twu Pleurling Cm~ruissioners. two 
'Transportation Advisory Co~~uuissiorlcrs. and two mcrnbcrs of the 
Curnmurlity Dcvclopn~cr~t Cummittee. 

Cornrrrissiori ilieelirigs I l3BI.iefin.g~: Numcruus Cummissiuu 
meetings, inclu<ling inf,mnation;d prt:scntation.; and workshops, 
have kept various City Cumruissions inlurmrd n r d  rngaged 
I I I ~ ~ , , , ~ ~ , ~ , , , ~  11,- ,,r,,q:css ,,r t t , ~  Y ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  , , I L , ~ , ~ , ~ ~ I ~  V K , , ~ ~ .  or 
particular interest, the Ccntral District Sprcific Plan Framework 
1)ocumrnt that ~ 3 s  pt.esented at the Open House, was reviewed 
hy the Planning Commission, ncsign Cmnrnissinn, 
Transportatinn Advisnly Commission, Community L)rvelopment 
Committee, and Cultural Heritage Commission throughout 
October 2002. 

P u b l i c  Hearings:  Thc Ccrltral District Sprcific Plan requires 
public hearings before the I'lanning Commission and City 
Council. 

, .- ~ 
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