Agenda Report

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: JANUARY 26, 2004

FROM: CITY MANAGER

SUBJECT: AMENDMENT TO THE CITY OF PASADENA’S BICYCLE MASTER
PLAN

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the City Council amend the Bicycle Master Plan by approving
the revised Bikeways Network Implementation Plan map (Attachment A).

COMMISSION REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

The proposed revision to the Bikeways Network Implementation Plan map was
presented to the Transportation Advisory Commission (TAC) on December 5, 2003.
TAC unanimously recommended that Council approve the revised Plan map and
requested that staff move forward on other aspects of the Plan.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

City Council approved the Century of Bikes Bicycle Master Plan in November 2000.
The adopted plan included general parameters for the addition of bicycle lanes
throughout the City but did not include detailed analysis to guide implementation
strategies for specific streets. In addition, the plan was not funded at the time it was
adopted, requiring staff to seek grant funding.

Since the adoption of the Plan, staff has been seeking funding for design and
implementation and was awarded a Bicycle Transportation Account (BTA) grant from
the California Department of Transportation to implement the plan. In addition staff
completed a street by street analysis of feasibility, identified potential impacts and
conducted outreach with impacted neighborhoods. As a result, staff is recommending
changes to the plan to reduce impacts while accommodating as many bike lanes as
possible.
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BACKGROUND:

Caltrans classifies bikeways in three categories. Class | bikeways (path) are facilities
with exclusive rights of way, with cross flows by motorists minimized. Class Il bikeways
(bike lane) are for the preferential use of bicycles within a striped paved area of the
street. Bike lane signs and pavement markings support the striping. For those
locations where on-street parking is allowed, a minimum 12-foot wide parking/bike lane
is required. Where there is substantial parking or turnover of parked cars is high, a
minimum width of 13 feet is recommended. Class lll bikeways (bike route) are shared
facilities with pedestrians and cars, and are established by placing Bike route signs
along roadways. Bike routes are intended to provide continuity to the bikeway system
and are established along routes not served by Class | or Class Il bikeways.

The original Implementation Map in the Bicycle Master Plan (Attachment B) proposes
that Class Il Bikeways would be added for all streets identified in the plan. However,
further analysis showed that in many cases implementation of Class |l bikeways would
result in significant loss of on-street parking and the elimination of 2-way left turn
medians.

In anticipation of residents and businesses’ concerns regarding the loss of on-street
parking, staff developed an alternative bikeway, referred to an Enhanced Class Iil
bikeway that would increase bicycle safety and usage within the city without loss of
travel lanes or on-street parking. The enhanced Class Il bikeway includes the
installation of Bike Route signs, “Share the Road” signs, and a 4" white parking edge
line, which provides a 10-foot travel lane and a parking lane. (Attachments C and D).

During outreach meetings, residents and businesses expressed concern with Class Il
Bikeways including the potential loss of on-street parking, the elimination of 2-way left
turn medians, and the visual appearance with the addition of bike lane striping on
residential streets. The Enhanced Class lll was an acceptable alternative. In addition,
local bike advocates indicated support for the Enhanced Class llI bike route.

As a result of the outreach process, staff developed the revised Bikeways Network
Implementation Plan map (Attachment A). The revised Plan replaces many Class Il
bikeways with Enhanced Class lll bike routes, or standard Class Il routes, and removes
all bike routes from Colorado Boulevard. Lake Avenue was excluded because there are
on-going discussions on bicycle utilization on that street. Once a decision is made, a
plan amendment may be necessary.

Colorado Boulevard was excluded because of the high parking turnover and history of
many bicycle-related collisions.

Upon Council approval of the revised Implementation Plan map, a revised Scope of
Work will be submitted for the BTA grant. Installation of the entire network of bikeways
is scheduled within the next six months (Attachment A-1).
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FISCAL IMPACT:

Approval of the Bikeways Network Implementation Plan map will enable staff to
complete implementation of the Plan with the Bicycle Transportation Account grant.

Respectfully submitted:

City Mahager
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Transportation Planning &
Development Manager
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Attachment A: Revised Bikeways Network Implementation Plan map and Schedule
Attachment B: Original Bikeways Network Implementation Plan map

Attachment C: Photo of Class Il Enhanced Bike Route

Attachment D: Photo of Class lll Enhanced Bike Route with “Share the Road” sign
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