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Agenda Report

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: APRIL 7, 2003
FROM: CITY MANAGER

SUBJECT: APPROVE THE DRAFT GENERAL PLAN MOBILITY ELEMENT

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the City Council approve in concept the Draft Mobility Element
of the General Plan Update.

REVIEWS BY COMMISSIONS

1. REVIEW BY THE JOINT SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE PLANNING
COMMISSION, TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMISSION (TAC)
AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (CDC) ON THE
GENERAL PLAN UPDATE

The Joint Subcommittee reviewed the Draft Mobility Element on February 25, 2003.
Members of the Subcommittee were supportive of the document. They also suggested
the following editorial revisions: specify the need for directional signage to deter
intrusion of automobile traffic into neighborhoods; add text that to the extent feasible,
noise mitigation control in the Pasadena/ St. John’s corridor will be implemented; clarify
that the growth of traffic volumes on de-emphasized streets will be “limited” rather than
“controlled”; add reference to parks in the list of examples of areas where special
attention will be taken to manage traffic and protect neighborhoods; add reference to
protection of parklands; and indicate that the traffic impacts on adjacent neighborhoods
will be taken into account in addressing the transportation needs of special events. Staff
concurs with these recommendations and reported them to TAC and to the Planning
Commission. The recommended modifications to the Draft Mobility Element by the
Subcommittee are included in Attachment 1 of this report.

2. TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMISSION REVIEW

TAC reviewed the Draft Mobility Element on March 14, 2003. TAC members approved
the Draft Mobility Element in concept, agreed with the recommendations of the
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Subcommittee, and suggested editorial comment to provide clarification in some areas.
The recommendations approved by the TAC during its meeting are summarized in
Attachment 1 of this report. TAC members also understood that technical corrections to
Appendix A, the City’s street classification system, would be made prior to Planning
Commission review in order to eliminate inconsistencies that appeared in Appendix A
and to provide a complete listing of City streets. A revised Appendix A is provided as
Attachment 2 of this report.

3. PLANNING COMMISSION REVIEW

The Planning Commission reviewed the Draft Mobility Element on April 1, 2003.
Planning Commission members approved the Draft Mobility Element in concept, agreed
with the recommendations of the Subcommittee and TAC, and suggested that further
information on the share car program and background on the designation of
deemphasized streets and mobility corridors be added to the document.

BACKGROUND

Over the past two years numerous meetings were held throughout the City on the
transportation aspects of the update of the General Plan. These meetings included three
Council policy workshops, twenty five neighborhood meetings and five joint discussion
meetings of the Planning Commission and Transportation Advisory Commission. In
addition a Draft Mobility Element Framework was presented to the Commissions and to
the City Council to provide a further opportunity for comments and direction for
preparation of the Draft Mobility Element. The City Council approved that framework
on November 25, 2002 and directed staff to prepare the document for review by the TAC
and Planning Commission in January/February 2003.

The Draft Mobility Element provides a policy and implementation plan to meet the City’s
transportation mission. The City’s Transportation Mission is to promote a livable
community through enhancing Pasadena’s mobility options for future generations. Most
importantly, the vision of promoting a livable community where people can move about
without cars can be realized by three distinct objectives: 1.) Encourage non-auto travel;
2.) Protect neighborhoods; and 3.) Manage multi-modal corridors The Draft Mobility
Element is organized according to these three major objectives.

With Council approval in concept, the Draft Mobility Element will be analyzed in the
Draft Environmental Impact Report being prepared for the Central District Specific Plan,
Zoning Code revision, and Land Use Element. The EIR process is beginning and a draft
is scheduled to be available in the Fall 2003. After commission and community review
the Draft EIR along with the component projects (i.e., Mobility Element, Land Use
Element, etc.) will return to the City Council for adoption in Spring 2004.
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FISCAL IMPACT

The approval of the Draft Mobility Element will not have any fiscal impact. Costs for
implementation of the programs identified in the document will come to the Council in
separate actions, including the Capital Improvement Program, development review
process, and annual operating budgets.

Respectfully submitted,

City Manager

& Development Manager
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CATHERINE COLE
Transit Manager

Reviewed by:

MERSON, Director
of Transportation

Attachments

Attachment 1: Recommended Revisions Based on Review by the Transportation
Advisory Commission and the Planning Commission

Attachment 2: Revised Draft Mobility Element Appendix A — Federal Street
Classification

Attachment 3: Draft Mobility Element (distributed under separate cover, electronic
version can be accessed at
http://ci.pasadena.ca.us/trans/tpd/gpme2003/gpme2003.asp

CC20030407_GPME_v1.doc




