
Watch an assortment of kooks,
goofs and weirdos as they parade
through Old Pasadena during the
29th Occasional Doo Dah Parade
on Sunday, Nov. 20, starting at
11:30 a.m. at Raymond Avenue
and Colorado Boulevard. All-you-
can-eat pancake breakfast at
Pasadena Senior Center, 85 E.
Holly St., starts at 8 a.m. and is
just $5.  www.pasadenadoodah-
parade.com or 440-7379.

City of Pasadena holiday tree
lighting ceremony is Friday, Dec.
2, 6 p.m. at Paseo Colorado.
Entertainment, refreshments,
surprise guests and Santa
himself! 795-8891.

Save the date! The Mayor's State
of the City event is Wednesday,
Jan. 18, at 7 p.m. in the Student
Center at Maranatha High School.
Look for more details in the
January/February edition of
Pasadena in Focusand in local
media. 744-4755.

You may be eligible for help 
with your gas bills through
Southern California Gas
Company’s CARE program. New
income guidelines mean more
people are eligible for a 20%
discount. www.socalgas.com or
(800) 427-2200.

NOVEMBER – DECEMBER 2005

Are You Trained and
Ready to Help?

While the Pasadena Fire
Department’s goal is to respond
to emergencies within five
minutes, the Gulf Coast
hurricanes proved this could be
out of the question after a major
disaster. You and your family
are your own first responders
and may have to be self-
sufficient for up to 72 hours.

Emergency plans and
supply kits are a great first step
but you’ll gain even more
confidence and know-how
through the Fire Department’s
ongoing Pasadena Emergency
Response Team (PERT) training
classes.

Designed for neighborhood
groups and community organi-
zations, the sessions cover
disaster preparedness, first aid,
fire suppression and light
search and rescue. At the
conclusion of the course you’ll
have the skills you need to help
your family and neighbors and
you will receive a certificate
and official PERT safety hat.

To schedule a training
session for 20 people or more,
email lderderian@cityof-
pasadena.net or call 744-7276. 

SHURRICANESDEVASTATEDthe Gulf Coast this
summer, the rest of the nation witnessed the
devastation on television. While we don’t experience
hurricanes in Pasadena, everyone should be prepared

for earthquakes, wild fires, rain storms and other natural
disasters. 

A special disaster preparedness program is airing on 55
KPAS and via streaming video in real time at www.cityof-
pasadena.net (click on City News) Mondays at 6 p.m., Tuesdays
at noon, Wednesdays at 9 p.m., Thursdays at 9:30 p.m., Fridays
at 8:30 a.m., Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 10 p.m.
Videotapes are available for checkout at Pasadena Central
Library and all branch libraries.

Talk with your family about the types of disasters that
could happen. Choose two places to meet: right outside your
home and somewhere outside your neighborhood in case you’re
asked to evacuate. Drive your planned evacuation route twice a
year and plot out options in case roads are closed or gridlocked.

Make a list of emergency contacts including at least one
person out of town. Keep this list updated, tell family members
where a copy is kept and make copies for everyone to carry at
all times. On the list will be a person whom family members will
call during a disaster to provide updates on your whereabouts,
condition, etc. Each adult in your household should also learn
how and when to turn off electricity, water and natural gas
supply in case utilities go down.

Fill a heavy-duty backpack with at least three days worth of
supplies: a gallon of water per person per day, non-perishable
food, flashlight, battery-operated radio, extra batteries, first-aid
kit, sturdy shoes and gloves, cash in small bills, emergency
contact list, map, basic tools and garbage bags with ties. Keep
the backpack where you can pick it up quickly and go! 

Keeping in mind that you may be without help or utilities
for several days, also include eyeglasses and/or contact lenses
with solution, copies of important papers, medication and
personal hygiene items plus basic supplies for children, seniors,
people with disabilities and pets. Check supplies often and
replace food and water every six months. Keep a smaller version
of your emergency kit in your car. 

For more information visit www.cityofpasadena.net and
click on Emergency Preparedness or call 744-7276.
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Etcetera . . . Etcetera

Hurricanes Remind Us 
to be Prepared

Lookin’ Good, Pasadena - 
Even on Weekends!

RECENTLY A FULL-TIME code compliance officer was hired to
work weekends from 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. With the goal of preserving the
peace, safety and beauty of our neighborhoods, the officer will focus
on issues including loud construction outside legal hours, vehicles
parked on front yards and yard sales conducted without a permit.
(Each residence can have up to two yard sales per year and a $13
permit must be purchased at least 48 hours in advance at the Permit
Center, 175 N. Garfield Ave.) 

The officer will also be on the lookout for neglected properties
with piles of junk that can be seen from the street, overgrown lawns
and shrubs, inoperable vehicles, broken windows and other problems.
Owners will be contacted and encouraged to clean up the mess.

For more information, visit www.cityofpasadena.net and click on
Lookin' Good Pasadena or call 744-4633.

ARTS Buses are a Perfect 10
1. It's Easy to Learn About - Visit www.cityofpasadena.net/trans and
click on Transit Operations, call 744-4055 or pick up schedules and
transit maps at locations throughout Pasadena.  

2. You’ll Save Money - Pay 50¢ per ARTS ride rather than $3 per
gallon of gas.

3. You Can Get There From Here - ARTS routes take you directly to
the city's business districts, employment centers, colleges, museums,
parks, major shopping areas and more.

4. Get Connected to Southern California - Travel throughout the
region via direct service on ARTS buses to all six of Pasadena’s Gold
Line stations and several other bus lines.

5. Be One Less Car on the Road - Ride a Pasadena ARTS bus and be a
part of the traffic solution.

6. Don't Hassle with Parking - Use an ARTS bus so you don't have to
find or pay for parking.

7. Go Green - Several of the ARTS buses are electric hybrids.

8. Finish That Book You’re Reading - Now you can do more than just
watch the road – read your book, catch up with friends or answer 
e-mail while getting to where you want to go.  

9. Let Us Be the Ride - If you don’t want to be a taxi, let us be your bus.

10. Get a Little Healthier - With more than 400 stops, an ARTS route
is usually within walking distance of where you are and where you
want to go, allowing  you to get a little fresh air and exercise.

If you’re disabled and have had
problems with cab service in
Pasadena, call the Accessibility
and Disability Commission at 
744-4782. They need your help 
to develop solutions.

From the street it is difficult to
see the dramatic work that is
taking place at Pasadena City Hall.
All outdated mechanical, electrical
and plumbing systems have been
removed; the arcade on the Euclid
Avenue side has been demolished
and will be rebuilt toward the end
of the project; interior framing is
underway for new offices in certain
parts of the building; deep trenches
have been dug all around the
building for moats that will allow
the building to move gently during
an earthquake; the building is
being shored up for the placement
of base isolators; and much more
work is taking place. 744-7073 or
www.cityofpasadena.net (click on
City Hall Project/Souvenirs).

You need a permit to park
overnight on Pasadena’s
neighborhood streets. For a 
long-term permit, call 744-4166; 
in a pinch, call 744-6440.

Note: All dates and times listed in
Pasadena In Focus are as of the
publication date. Call the numbers
listed to confirm information. All
phone numbers are in the (626) 
area code unless otherwise noted. 

Decorate your favorite set of
wheels and travel down South Lake
Avenue during the Kidspace
Children's Museum's Rosebud
Parade on Saturday, Nov. 12, 10
a.m.. $6 pre-registration, $9 day of
event.  www.kidspacemuseum.org
or 449-9144.

"Understanding Open
Enrollment" is a freeworkshop
sponsored by Pasadena Education
Network on Monday, Nov. 14, 7 p.m.
at Pasadena Central Library's
Donald Wright Auditorium.
www.PENFamilies.org or (866)
216-7334.

A community workshop 
Wednesday, Nov. 16, 7 p.m.on the
future of La Loma Bridge will
include review and comment on
retrofit and/or replacement.
Westridge School, 324 Madeline Dr.
www.cityofpasadena.net (click on
La Loma Bridge) or 744-7456.

Explore warped spacetime,
black holes, gravitational waves
and more at a mindbending talk
about Albert Einstein by Caltech
Professor Kip Thorne on
Wednesday, Nov. 16, at 8 p.m. at
Beckman Auditorium. Free.
www.events.caltech.edu 
or 395-4652.

Se continua adentro . . .

Noticias 
En Breve
Los huracanes nos
recuerdan que
debemos estar
preparados

Aunque en Pasadena 
no nos afectan los huracanes
como Katrina, todos
deberíamos conversar en
familia sobre preparativos
para casos de terremotos,
incendios forestales y
tormentas de lluvia.

Durante un desastre o
emergencia, elija dos lugares
donde poder encontrarse con
los suyos, uno cerca de su
casa y otro fuera de su
vecindario, en caso de una
evacuación.  Practique en su
vehículo la ruta de evacuación
y planifique opciones en caso
de que los caminos estén
intransitables.

Prepare una lista de
contactos de emergencia,
incluyendo por lo menos una
persona que viva en otra
ciudad y haga copias para que
cada persona la lleve consigo.
Dicha lista debería contener
los datos de la persona a
quien sus familiares puedan
llamar para averiguar dónde
se encuentran los demás.

Mantenga a mano una
mochila resistente con
provisiones para un mínimo
de tres días, un galón de agua
por persona diario, alimentos
no perecibles, linterna, radio a
batería, botiquín de primeros
auxilios, baterías extra,
zapatos y guantes firmes,
dinero en efectivo en
denominaciones pequeñas,
lista de contactos de
emergencia, mapa,
herramientas básicas, bolsas
de basura con amarre y
artículos de higiene personal.
Incluya también provisiones
básicas para aquellos con

It’s Happening at the Public Library
EXPAND YOUR MIND WITHOUT SPENDING A DIME

HOPING FOR A NIGHT OF CULTURE AND EXCITEMENT without draining your wallet? Look
no further than the Donald R. Wright Auditorium at Pasadena Central Library, 285 E. Walnut St.
Grab a quick dinner and settle in for one of these free and fascinating programs.

Lockheed test pilot Robert Gilliand will touch down for the library’s Aviation Day celebration
Wednesday, Nov. 16, at 7 p.m.  Gilliand’s first flight of the SR-71 Blackbird on Dec. 22, 1964, made
him an aviation icon and it’s still the flight to beat for speed and altitude. He will show video of the
famous journey and tell tales of his 40-year career.

On Thursday, Nov. 17, at 7 p.m. the library’s Third Thursday Films series continues with Jose
Henrique Fonesca’s “Man of the Year,” a Brazilian tale (with English subtitles) of brazen crime,
heroes, outlaws and destiny; and on Thursday, Dec. 15, catch “Republic of Love” by Canada’s Deepa
Mehta, a romantic comedy about the barriers lovers face in the 20th century. 

Gear up for the biggest party in town with a talk by the Tournament of Roses’ Gordon Hamilton
on Thursday, Dec. 8, at 7 p.m. A 14-year Tournament veteran, Hamilton will give you inside
information on the queen and her court, float formations, parade operations, post-parade logistics
and more. 

For more information on these free events, call 744-4066, option 6.

CENTRAL LIBRARY PARKING MADE EASY

AS FREQUENT VISITORS TO PASADENA CENTRAL LIBRARY KNOW, parking is at a
premium. Try these alternatives for a hassle-free trip. 

The University of Phoenix lot at 299 N. Euclid Ave. offers free parking to library users on
weekends only (enter from Garfield Avenue).

The Modern Parking Service lot at 221 E. Walnut St. is open weekdays from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
with a $1 charge for each 20 minutes ($6 maximum for library patrons).

The county parking lot at 240 Ramona St. is open Monday through Thursday from 6 a.m. to 11
p.m. and Friday from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. You’ll pay $2 for each 20 minutes with a $7 maximum, or a flat
rate of $3 after 4 p.m.

The Parole Office parking lot at 333 E. Walnut St. is open weekdays from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. with a
rate of $6. It’s $3 after 12:30 p.m. and free after 7 p.m. 

Hop on a Pasadena ARTS bus! The fare is only 50¢ and you don’t have to worry about parking at
all! With stops on both sides of Walnut Street directly in front of Central Library, it couldn’t be easier.

LOG ON FOR FREE HOMEWORK HELP

IS THAT TRIANGLE EQUILATERAL or isosceles? A little homework help is just a click away thanks
to Pasadena Public Library. Through a special program, students in 4th through 12th grade or those
taking introductory college courses can receive help from tutors via the Internet.

To participate, visit www.cityofpasadena.net/library and click on Live Homework Help. Then
enter your library card number, your grade level and the subject you need help with and you’ll be
connected instantly with an expert tutor. Help is available in math, science, social studies and
English every day from 1 to 10 p.m. and is offered in Spanish every Sunday through Thursday from 2
to 7 p.m.  

“This is a very great program. Thank you!” raved one 6th grader. “I got into my session at two
minutes to 10 and the tutor stayed with me to check my work,” said a grateful 9th grader. “I
finished my assignment!” 

To learn more about the program, call 744-4045 or visit the website. 



se continua . . .

REVELERS WILL SOON BE COMING to help celebrate the
117th Tournament of Roses and other exciting New Year’s events
and Pasadena residents will join in the celebration.

First, remember this year’s
parade is set for Monday, Jan. 2,
(the parade is never on Sunday)
and the Rose Bowl Game is
Wednesday, Jan. 4. This year’s
game will also be the big Bowl
Championship Series
showdown, pitting the two best

college teams in the U.S. against each other for the national
championship. Plan your commute carefully and watch 
for crowds.

You’ll also want to mark your calendar for the Pasadena
Food Bowl set for Tuesday, Jan. 3, from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. in Old
Pasadena, featuring cuisine from more than 35 Pasadena
restaurants, art displays, street performers, live bands,
Children’s Village and ice-carving exhibition. Admission is free;
food and beverage tickets will be sold at the event.

Put your friendly voice to work as a Holiday Hotline
volunteer Dec. 29 through Jan. 4 for the Pasadena Convention
and Visitors Bureau. With a little training you’ll help callers
learn where to park an RV, how to nab last-minute tickets, when
events begin and more. Call 795-9311 before Nov. 21 to sign up
for a shift.

For more news and information on all of Pasadena’s New
Year’s events, call the Holiday Hotline at (877) 793-9911 after
Dec. 29 or visit www.tournamentofroses.com.

Tips for a Safe Season 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON, follow these tips from the

Pasadena Fire Department to protect your home and family 
from fire hazards.

•  When shopping for a tree, look for one with green needles that
stay put when you tug on them; this means the tree is fresh.
Keep it in water, and check the level every day. If you’re using
an artificial tree, make sure it’s flame retardant.

•  Wait until about two weeks before the holidays before putting
up your tree. Otherwise, it may dry out and create a fire
hazard. Fires spread quickly to nearby furniture.

•  Set up your tree away from fireplaces, heater vents or other
heat sources.

•  Check your holiday lights thoroughly for any frayed wires, gaps
in insulation, broken or cracked sockets or excessive wear. If
they look worn, buy new ones, and look for sets that have been
rated by an approved testing laboratory. 

•  Blow out any candles and shut off your lights overnight and
whenever you’re not home.

•  Never link more than three strands of lights (unless the
directions say it’s safe) or overload electrical outlets.  Wires
should never be warm to the touch. 

•  Use only nonflammable decorations and ornaments.

•  If you use candles, make sure they’re in sturdy holders in places
where pets and children can’t reach them or pull them down. 

•  Keep your family evacuation plans up to date and put fresh
batteries in your smoke alarms and carbon monoxide
detectors.

For more tips call 744-4675.

Police Launch Mediation Program
THE PASADENA POLICE DEPARTMENT PRIDES ITSELF

on its close working relationship with residents and businesses
throughout the community. When a conflict or misunderstanding
comes up, they want it resolved as soon as possible.

To help, the Police Department has teamed up with the
Western Justice Center Foundation and the L.A. County Bar
Dispute Resolution Center to create a mediation program that is
the first of its kind.  On a voluntary and confidential basis,
people who feel they’ve been unfairly treated by a Pasadena
police officer may meet with a non-biased expert mediator.

The process gives everyone in the community the
opportunity to be heard and offer suggestions in a fair and open
forum while clearing up any misunderstandings or confusion
about police practices. Each side has the chance to explain
behaviors and learn from mistakes.

Complaints that are eligible for mediation involve police
procedures, service, courtesy or tactics. More serious charges,
such as excessive force, unlawful arrests, slurs or criminal
conduct, are handled by investigators. For more information visit
www.westernjustice.org or call 584-7494.

Navigate Your Way 
through New Year’s Week

necesidades especiales, como
niños, ancianos, discapacitados
y mascotas.

Para mayor información,
llame al 744-7276 o conéctese
a www.cityofpasadena.net y
elija 'Emergency Preparedness'.

¡Qué bien se ve
Pasadena - inclusive
los fines de semana!
Etcetéra, Etcetéra

Recientemente se contrató
a un funcionario que trabajará
durante los fines de semana de
6 a.m. a 4 p.m. para hacer
cumplir los códigos municipales
de Pasadena, tales como
aquellos que rigen vehículos
estacionados en los jardines
delanteros y ventas caseras que
se efectúan sin permiso.  (Cada
residencia puede practicar dos
ventas caseras anuales
obteniendo un permiso por $13
al menos 48 horas antes del
evento en el Centro de
Permisos, 175 N. Garfield Ave.)

El funcionario también se
encargará de descubrir
propiedades que lucen
abandonadas, con rumas de
escombros que se ven desde la
calle, céspedes y arbustos
demasiado crecidos, vehículos
dilapidados, ventanas
quebradas y otros problemas.

Para mayor información
acerca del cumplimiento de
códigos, conéctese a
www.cityofpasadena.net
eligiendo ´Lookin' Good
Pasadena', o llame al 744-4633.

Conéctese para
obtener ayuda
gratuita con sus
deberes escolares

Estudiantes desde el 4° al
12° grado que estén cursando
introducción a estudios
universitarios pueden obtener
ayuda tutorial en internet.

Simplemente visite
www.cityofpasadena.net/library
y elija 'Live Homework Help'.
Luego escriba su número de
tarjeta de identificación de la
biblioteca pública, su grado de
estudio y el tema deseado e
inmediatamente quedará
conectado con un tutor experto
en matemáticas, ciencias,
estudios sociales e Inglés,
diariamente de 1 a 10 p.m. y en
Español de Domingo a Jueves
de 2 a 7 p.m.  Este programa es
gratuito y para mayor
información, llame al 744-4045.

Etcétera, etcétera...

El Desfile de las Rosas de
2006 y el partido de fútbol no se
celebrarán el día de Año Nuevo.
El desfile será el Lunes 2 de
Enero y el partido el Miércoles 4
de Enero.  Ambas fechas caen
en día hábil, así es que planee
con tiempo su ruta para ir a
trabajar.

Personas residentes de la
Costa del Golfo que se han
mudado a nuestra zona deben
inscribirse en la Cruz Roja
llamando al 799-0841 si desean
obtener servicios.  El
Departamento de Salud Pública
de Pasadena proporciona
exámenes médicos y cuidado
clínico, además de vacunas
contra enfermedades
contagiosas.  Para concertar una
cita, llame al 744-6012.

Si es usted discapacitado y
ha experimentado problemas
con el servicio de taxis de
Pasadena, llame a la Comisión
de Acceso y Discapacidad al
744-4782.  Se necesita su
cooperación para encontrar
soluciones.

Para obtener un permiso
de estacionamiento nocturno en
calles de Pasadena llame al
744-4166 si es para un período
de tiempo largo al 744-6440 si
es sólo para una noche.

Hay un nuevo programa 
de asistencia para pagar las
cuentas de gas.  Se ha hecho un
ajuste de los requisitos, por lo
que una mayor cantidad de
personas puede optar a un 
20% de descuento.  Llame al
(800) 427-2200 o
www.socalgas.com.

Master Plans Ramp up Construction Projects
PASADENA WATER AND POWER has taken on an aggressive campaign to upgrade

Pasadena’s water and power systems to ensure safe, reliable service well into the 21st
century. Our crews are  replacing and repairing power substations, circuit breakers and
hundreds of miles of water mains and power lines. They’re also diagnosing the seismic
strength of water reservoirs and key power distribution facilities.

Of course, these plans mean more construction projects throughout the city and that
means a lot of orange cones. Please be patient as PWP crews do this important work. Their
goal is to complete every project as quickly and efficiently as possible without compromising
safety or quality of service. 

If a project is scheduled in your neighborhood, you’ll receive a letter in the mail two 
to three weeks before construction begins. If water or electric service will be interrupted
during the project, a notice will be hung on your door knob at least 24 hours before the
service interruption. For a list of all scheduled projects, visit www.PWPweb.com, click on
“Your Home” then “PWP Construction Projects.”

To minimize any inconvenience, construction will not begin before 7 a.m. and crews will
avoid working on weekends whenever possible. There may be time when work will have to be
performed outside of these normal working hours but PWP will try to keep that to a
minimum.

When crews are in your neighborhood, please keep in mind that they are working in
potentially dangerous conditions and that PWP and its contractors take every precaution to
ensure the safety of our crews and our customers. For instance, when a crew member is
working inside a confined space, such as an underground electrical vault or a manhole, a
trained observer is required to monitor the work from outside the enclosed area. If you see
someone in an orange shirt standing above a manhole, bear in mind they aren’t just standing
around; they’re making sure the area – and our PWP work crews – are safe.

It Pays to be Green
WHEN DONNA SIDER SIGNED UP for Pasadena Water and Power’s

Green Power program in 2003, she had no idea it would end up putting 
a little more green in her pocket. Donna took advantage of the 
Green Power rebate bonus when she purchased a new EnergyStar®
refrigerator and received an extra $20 on top of the standard rebate. All
of PWP’s energy efficiency rebates have a Green Power rebate bonus – 
in some cases as much as 30% above the standard amount. 

Donna has also taken advantage of other PWP rebate programs
including rebates for a low-flow dual flush toilet plus windows and a
whole house fan through the Efficient Home Cooling Incentives program.
Donna also participated in PWP’s residential landscaping classes and

put what she learned to use in her own backyard. 
Green Power and conservation are causes that Donna is more than willing to get behind. “It’s

a personal passion to see that we’re more sustainable,” she said. “I’m willing to support that in any
way I can.”

Plans are in Place for a Major Quake
PASADENA WATER AND POWER HAS PLANS in place to restore service as quickly as

possible in the event of a major earthquake or other disaster.
If Pasadena’s power plant is damaged or the natural gas supply is cut off PWP has

agreements in place to import power from the statewide grid – enough to meet all of
Pasadena’s electricity  needs except on the hottest summer days. If PWP’s interconnection
with the statewide grid is damaged or the grid itself fails, PWP can operate independently or
can hook into the L.A. Department of Water and Power system. 

Pasadena’s water supply, which is stored in reservoirs, could be relied upon by PWP to
serve the community for three to four days after a disaster. If the disaster is localized to
Pasadena and the water supply is compromised, PWP could rely on more than 25 system
interconnections with neighboring water utilities. If necessary, PWP could switch off
Pasadena’s supply system completely and rely solely on water imported through the
Metropolitan Water District. Water crews would swing into action to make emergency repairs
while staff at PWP’s Water Quality Lab would step up their monitoring efforts to make sure
no contaminants enter the city’s water supply.

By diversifying resources, setting up cooperative agreements with neighboring utilities
and investing millions of dollars in improvements to our own water and power systems, PWP
is doing its very best to limit the impact of any natural disaster.

Rolling Down Colorado Boulevard
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN NEARLY 50 YEARS, Pasadena will have a float in the annual

Tournament of Roses Parade. With Pasadena Water and Power as the lead sponsor, the city’s float,
titled “Building the Future,” will celebrate PWP’s 100th anniversary of providing electricity to
Pasadena.

Built by Pasadena’s Phoenix Decorating Company and co-sponsored by local businesses, the
float is one of the ways PWP will celebrate the centennial of our municipal electric utility’s
founding. The float will feature floral depictions (called floragraphs) of Pasadena landmarks and
iconic images – all the elements that make Pasadena such a unique place to live, work and visit. 

Watch for other special community events marking PWP’s centennial throughout 2006.

For more information, visit www.PWPweb.com or call the PWP AnswerLine at 744-6970


