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CHAPTER 1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 INTRODUCTION

Consistent with the goals and principles found within
the City of Pasadena’s General Plan, this Specific Plan
document was prepared to promote new development
near light rail transportation in the South Fair Oaks
area. This Specific Plan envisions new development of
design integrity, particularly technology-based develop-
ment, building on the variety inherent in the area to cre-
ate visual vitality. : .

The General Plan sets forth a specific economic vision
{(biomedical and technology-based inciuding but not
limited to computer software, digital imaging and digi-
tal sound) for South Fair Qaks. This economic focus on
the nation’s leading growth indusiries wili build on the
proximity to Pasadena institutions and foster long-term
economic benefits for the city as a whale.

1.2 SPECIFIC PLAN PREPARATION

In October 1995, the Pasadena City Council initiated the
preparation of a Specific Plan for the South Fair Oaks
Area. Specific Plan Area boundaries are set forth in
Figure 1-1.

In October 1995, the Pasadena City Council also
approved the formation of the South Fair Oaks Area
Advisory Committee (AAC). The AAC was designed to
include a balanced mix of individuals representing local
residents, property owners, businesses and institutions.

The AAC functioned as a working group which provided
input and guidance to staff and the consultants as the
Specific Plan was prepared. Several community meet-
ings were held and attended by business owners, prop-

Figure 1-2

Aegrial perspective look-
ing north along Fair Oaks
Avenue.
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CITY OF PASADENA

“..the main factor in
the formation of a large
technical and scientific
labor market is the
presence of job oppor-
tunities...(and) the pres-
ence of good quality
institutions which tend
to be located in areas
of high social status
and good urban ameni-
ties...” Prof. M.

Castells, U.C. Berkeley

Pasadena has the
potential for becoming
a major technology cen-
ter due to the presence
of high caliber scientific
and technological insti-
tutions, high quality res-
idential neighborhoods,
vital commercial, busi-
ness, culiural and recre-
ational amenities and
the Pasadena Blue Line
including the station at
Fillmore Street.

Most technology-based
industries are merging
together in application
and practice. The
approach to creating
such a “community of
innovation” for the
South Fair Oaks Specific
Plan should plan broad-
Iy for technology-based
industry opportunities,
including biomedical.

FIGURE 1-3

VISION DIAGRAM
FOR A COMMUNITY
OF INNOVATION
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erty owners, residents and others. These community
meetings enabled direct community participation and
provided important input to the AAC,

Through the planning process, the South Fair Oaks
Spegcific Plan has been formulated to provide guidance in
creating a thriving business district. The Plan area has
many characteristics for success: a unique urban charac-
ter, an interested and diverse business community that
will participate in the future of the area, interested resi-
dents in adjoining neighborhoods, excellent regional con-
nections through freeways and the proposed Blue Line
light rail inciuding the Fillmore Street Station (Fillmore
Station}, and a strategic location near relaied Pasadena
institutions such as Huntington Memorial Hospital,
Caltech, Jet Propulsion Laboratory and Huntington
Medical Research Institutes, among others.

1.3 SPECIFIC PLAN GOALS

By combining the intentions of the General Plan with a

community-based approach to preparing the Specific

Plan, the following goals are established:

. Create an attractive physical environment for business-
es which commercialize emerging technology, particu-

larly related to biomedical.

« Integrate land use and transportation programs, with
the light rail station site at Filimore Street.

+ Support the retention and enhancement of local busi-
ness.

. Mitigate related traffic impacts in the Specific Plan area
and in adjacent residential neighborhoods.

. Promote research coalitions with Pasadena institutions.

I[mﬂ,mm?mg:
Memorial

_Hospital

§

Figure 1-4

Aerial perspective look-
ing east along California
Boulevard from
Huntington Memorial
Hospital towards Caltech.






