
RESOLUTION 
(PASADENA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT) 



RESOLUTION 2545 

ENCOURAGE COMMUNITIES TO RESTRICT THE 'SALE OF 
FLAVORED TOBACCO PRODUCTS AND MENTHOL CIGARETTES 

WHEREAS, tobacco use is the foremost preventable cause of over 480,000 deaths annually in the 
United States, accot.mting for one-third of all cancer deaths, I and leads to heightened risk of stroke 
and heart disease as well as results in chronic smoking related illness for approximately 8,600,000 
Americans; and 

WHEREAS, youth are targeted as "replacement smokers," as commercial tobacco use kills nearly 
1,300 Americans every day; more than 3,800 youth try smoking for the first time and another 2,100 
youth and young adults become regular smokers every 'day; 2 and 

WHEREAS, California is a national leader in reducing tobacco use, halving smoking rates in the 
past 25 years; nevertheless, 40,000 adult Californians die from tobacco related disease annually 
and about 441,000 children now under 18 in California will ultimately die prematurely from 
smoking;3and 

WHEREAS, although in 2016 California raised the smoking age to 21 and increased the cigarette 
tax, California still has alarmingly high rates of youth tobacco use with 12,100 children under the 
age of 18 becoming daily users annually;4 and 

WHEREAS, the rates of e-cigarette usage are high compared to other substances among Pasadena 
Unified School District (PUSD) students according to the California Department of Education. 
The California Healthy Kids survey (2014-2015; 2017-2018) found PUSD 11th grade students are 
five times as likely to·have ever used an e-cigarette compared to a traditional cigarette;s and 

WHEREAS, children are more easily influenced by tobacco marketing than adults: more than 80 
percent of youth smoke three heavily marketed brands, while only 54 percent of adults, 26 and 
older, smoke these same brands;6 and 

WHEREAS, the CDC, U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), state and lo.cal health 
departments, clinical and public health partners are investigating a national outbreak of e-cigarette, 
or vaping, product use-associated lung injury (EVAL1);7 and 

WHEREAS, the CDC reported as of December 17, 2019, 2,506 cases ofhospitalized EV ALI (E­
cigaretteNaping Associated Lung Injury) were reported by all 50 states, the District of Columbia, 
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and two U.S. territories (Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and as of this date, 54 EVALI 
deaths have been confirmed in 27 states, including the District of Columbia;& and 

WHEREAS, the 2009 Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act prohibited 
candy/fruit-flavored cigarettes because of their power to pull youth into nicotine addiction;9 and 

WHEREAS, nearly 9 out of 10 cigarette smokers in the U.S. first tried smoking by age 18, and 
99% first tried smoking by age 26 - and that flavored tobacco products are a gateway for youth to 
become regular smokerslO because flavors disguise the harshness of tobacco and make smoking 
seem fun and harmless; and 

WHEREAS, the tobacco industry has strategically used flavored little cigars and cigarillos to 
replace the banned flavored cigarette market; ll which are the same size and shape as cigarettes and 
packaged as cheaply as 3 for 99 cents, available in flavors such as bubblegum, cotton candy, grape, 
vanilla, and chocolate, with some flavored tobacco products sharing the names, packaging, and 
logos as popular candy brands like Jolly Rancher, Kool-Aid, and Life Saverst2 just a few store 
aisles away; and 

WHEREAS, the appeal of flavored tobacco is disproportionately powerful among the young: 181 

to 24-year-olds had an 89 percent increased odds of using a flavored tobacco product compared to 
those aged 25-34 years oldi3, suggesting that the flavored tobacco market is less about selling to 
an existing base of adult customers, but rather about cultivating the next one; and 

WHEREAS, the California Attorney General has found electronic cigarette companies have 
targeted minors with fruit-:flavored e-cigarette products; 14and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports electronic cigarette use 
among middle and high school students tripled from 2013 to 2014, exceeding teen cigarette 
usage; Is and 

WHEREAS, youth who usee-cigarettes are more likely to become conventional cigarette smokers 
and eighth grade students who use e-cigarettes are 10 times more likely than their peers to 
eventually smoke tobacco cigarettes; 16 and 

WHEREAS, in addition to tobacco industry innovations such as dissolvable tobacco and e­
cigarettes, in 2014 the tobacco industry spent $9 billion on advertising in the United States, more 
than $25 million per day, with ads positioned at children's eye level in convenience stores and 
billboards adjacent to schools or county-designated "safe" routes to school, perpetuating the 
tobacco industry's historic practices of targeting vulnerable populations,t7 which a tobacco 
industry executive dismissingly described as "the young, the poor, the black and stupid"; Is and 

WHEREAS, these new flavored tobacco products present significant public health threats to 
children, adolescents and young adults who do not fully perceive the health risks of e-cigarettes 
and flavored tobacco products and threaten the progress achieved in tobacco control in California; 
and 

WHEREAS, menthol cigarettes pose a senous and enduring threat to many California 
communities; and 
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WHEREAS, some 85% of African-American smokers twelve years of age and older use menthol 
cigarettes (as opposed to 29% ofwhites);I9 and not coincidentally, there are more menthol cigarette 
advertisements at stores in neighborhoods with a higher proportion of African-American residents 
and low-income neighborhoods;2o and 

WHEREAS, menthol cigarette use was more common among all youth between 12- 17-year-old 
(56.7%) and 18-25-year-old (45.0%) smokers than among older persons (between 30.5% to 
32.9%);21 and 

WHEREAS, existing age restrictions, even the new Tobacco 21 law, are inadequate protections 
to keep flavored tobacco products out of the hands of youth, given that National Survey on Drug 
Use and Health data show that nearly two-thirds (63.3%) of 12 to 17-year-olds who had smoked 
in the last month had given money to others to buy cigarettes for them, one-third (30.5%) had 
purchased cigarettes from a friend, family member or someone at school, and six· out often (62%) 
had "bummed" cigarettes from others;22 and 

WHEREAS, numerous cities in California and the U.S. have taken action to protect youth from 
flavored tobacco, including Los Angeles County, Beverly Hills, Berkeley, and Manhattan Beach; 
of which Beverly Hills has banned the sale of ALL tobacco products, including flavored and 
menthol tobacco products; and 

WHEREAS, a ban on flavored tobacco products can yield a drastic reduction in flavored tobacco 
sales and, more importantly, with one study modeling a 37% reduction in teens having tried 
flavored tobacco and a 28% lower chance of teens using any type of tobacco product, even when 
surrounding jurisdictions do not also ban flavored tobacco;23 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Board for Pasadena Unified 
School District supports the City of Pasadena's action to reduce or eliminate the sale of flavored 
tobacco products, including menthol, to prevent further premature death by using tobacco products 
and emerging tobacco products such as e-cigarettes (vaping), and encourages and supports 
neighboring cities and counties to adopt and enforce strong tobacco retailer licensing ordinances, 
including compliance checks and enforcement, and suspension for violations of tobacco laws, in· 
efforts to further reduce illegal tobacco sales to minors and promote compliance with all local, 
state and federal tobacco laws. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this _____ day of _____ , 2020. 

Patrick Cahalan, President 

Scott Phelps, Vice President Elizabeth Pomeroy, Clerk 

Kimberly Kenne, Member Roy Boulghourjian, Member 

Michelle Richardson Bailey, Member Lawrence Torres, Member 
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