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iraheta, Alba

From: Donald Wielenga < >
Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2020 7:21 PM
To: PublicComment-AutoResponse '
Subject: Arroyo Restaration Plan

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is
safe, Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more....

Dear Pasadena City Council Members,

Please keep to the science when adopting the Arroyo Restoration Plan. This plan is a good one except that it
does not call for the removal of the red gum Eucalyptus and Canary Island Pine. Those exotic species should be
removed and replaced with native trees that are as beautiful and help restore the precious native ecosystem.

Sincerely,
Don Wielenga



Iraheta, Alba

From: Cassandra Marketos < _
Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2020 2:50 PM
To: PublicComment-AutoResponse

Subject: Pasadena / Lower Arroyo

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is
safe. Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more....

Hi there,

I wanted to write you a message regarding the plan for restoration of the Lower Arroyo Seco. It's my
understanding, from following recent proceedings, that a group of local residents are eager to preserve some
large trees in the area that - although invasive - are familiar and beloved. First, let me say that I am enormously
compassionate toward residents' emotional attachment to these big trees. It's likely they have spent years with
them, that their kids love them, that they feel attached to them, etc. I also understand that removing large trees
in the act of "preservation” seems counterintuitive. (It's not, though!)

I'm moved to write to you today to express a few, simple points:

1.) Native plant restoration is an all-or-nothing proposition - you either do it right, or you might as well not be
doing it. Unless we commit to the wholesale removal of all invasives and non-native species, our ability to get
back to some baseline of balance and true ecological function will be very constrained.

2.) The general public's understanding of "healthy" natural environments remains deeply misguided, to the
sustained detriment of our local ecological communities. This is unfortunate beyond words. It is imperative that
we do everything we can *now™* to better educate people on both the reality and the true benefits of native plant
restoration efforts! Including, yes, fully committing - despite resistance!- to efforts like the Lower Arroyo
restoration project. Once people see and experience the benefits of efforts like this, they will be forever invested
in nature that is healthy versus just nature that they perceive as pretty. And the stakes, at this time, could just not
be higher in terms of instigating a shift in the general public consciousness.

3.) Although it may take time, the benefits of a full native plant restoration effort in the Lower Arroyo Seco will
pay off enormously in terms of public enjoyment, general beauty of the area, the health of the waterway and
soil, and the attraction of beautiful wildlife, like birds, bees, and butterflics. For generations to come, residents
will have these benefits to enjoy. They will form new love to this nature, and a love that is sustainable across
decades and decades to come because it's a true & healthily functioning ecosystem.

For reference on my own interest in this: I live in Highland Park, right on the edge of Pasadena, and am a
regular park goer. I love the Arroyo because it is one of the few parks [ can go to where native plants actually
flourish! Please, please listen to our voices, as well.

Warmly,
Cass

e e
Los Angeles, CA 90042



Iraheta, Alba

From: Keiko Miller < 1>

Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2020 2:49 PM

To: PublicComment-AutoResponse

Subject: Arroyo Seco Habitat Resoration Program - for distribution purpose

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is
safe. Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more....

November 20, 2020
Dear Councilmember Steve Madison,

Greetings. Please accept this letter on behalf of the Arroyo Seco Foundation. The latter’s habitat restoration
effort Lower Arroyo Habitat Restoration Program begs the support from its community to stand behind its
proposal to eliminate invasive vegetation endemic to Canary Island {pinus canariesis) and Australia (Red Gum
eucalypius).

Given this wilderness as “the city’s only designated nature preserve”, it is important to discern the critical
elements, which seem to divide the community into two opposing groups on this complex issue. From an
aesthetic standpoint, the current statute created by already grown pine and eucalyptus trees may offer an
undeniably pleasant experience (nostalgia) to anyone, including scientists and naturalists, who happens to visit
the area for relaxation. In this, to be sure, there is no divide among all of us who want this rare space to not only
be preserved but also sustained. If so, then the difference with which scientists and naturalists must advocate
nature so that the local residents and public can enjoy the lasting beauty becomes a deliberate long-term act of
healing, as the word “restoration” signifies. It is here that we must learn to let go of our earlier human doings
and restore nature according to its own operative.

When Spaniards came to California, they were still very attached to their home in Spain. Their native Canary
Island pinecones gave them temporary solace and hope in a new land where the vegetation looked too foreign to
them. Clearly they succeeded in growing them, providing shades and familiar landscapes of their Old World,
not knowing its long term negative consequences, such as drought and potential health imbalance. What this
habitat restoration program is doing is to undo this unintended harmful effect of the human doing. We are only
realizing it as a necessary act to preserve what’s little left of nature according to its own law—the hard way. It
appears to be as hard as we have humanized it. But if we could teach our children about this fact, then we could
bring not only this little wilderness patch back to its original health, but also other more dynamic phenomena,
such as spring water and native wild life. The time is critical.

In summary, I strongly support the Arroyo Seco Foundation’s Arroyo Seco Foundation Habitat Restoration
Program with its plan to remove the Canal Island Pine trees and Austrarian Eucalyptus trees from its nature
preserve. 1 do so to preserve not only the said area as a critical source of our livelihood, but also the
fundamental element of integrity of the Arroyo Seco Foundation that operates in synchronicity with the law of
nature, the source of science and wisdom.

Yours truly,
Keiko Takioto Miller



Iraheta, Alba

From: Jane Tsong < om>

Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2020 2:19 PM

To: Madison, Steve; PublicComment-AutoResponse

Cc: info@arroyoseco.org

Subject: Lower Arroyo Habitat Restoration Program: Please remove non-native trees in the

Arroyo- their protectors are mis-informed

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is
safe. Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more....

Hello,

I am writing to urge you to respect the science-based plan put forth in the Lower Arroyo Habitat Restoration
Program, by removing the non-native trees (Canary Island Pines and Eucalyptus) according to the
plan recommended by environmental experts.

The protectors of these large exotic trees currently on site are ill-informed and short-sighted. The City
of Pasadena and its citizens will be better served if expert recommendations based on sound science
are respected. The opinions of residents who do not understand the large picture of regional ecology
and biodiversity should not be privileged above the recommendations of the very experts who have
been sought out to produce a science-based restoration plan that will have lasting value for our
region.

The natural character of the Arroyo has been an important part of the identity of Pasadena. During
this era where global biodiversity, the heaith of our remaining waterways, and the next generation’s
understanding of and exposure to nature appear increasingly uncertain, protecting the integrity of our
unigue local habitats is more important than ever. Let's not let the natural character of the Arroyo
become solely something we speak of only in the past tense.

Please respect the Lower Arroyo Habitat Restoration Program by not selectively revising it based on
the personal opinion of a few under-informed people.

Jane Tsong
N. Marengo Ave
Pasadena CA 91103



Iraheta, Alba

From: Katie Riggs < o hES
Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2020 1:38 PM
To: PublicComment-AutoResponse

Subject: Lower Arroyo Habitat Restoration Program

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is
safe. Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more....

To: Pasadena City Clerk, for distribution to council members
Hello,

I am writing about the Lower Arroyo Habitat Restoration Program. First of all, [ believe this is a very valuable
program for the restoration of vital habitat in Pasadena. This area is one of the best spots for nature walks and
birdwatching in Pasadena, so it is very important to me that the restoration be done according to best practices.
The decisions we make now will have very long term consequences for this ecosystem.

I would ask that you please approve the contract for the program when it comes before you, but PLEASE say no
to the addition of invasive trees that are included in the package as written. I would ask that you please have the
Australian Red Gum Eucalyptus trees and the Canary Island Pines removed from the restoration area, as neither
belongs in the designated nature preserve.

Eucalyptus trees drain their surroundings and prevent native plants from growing. They are also a fire risk.
Canary Island Pines suffer from a type of toxic mold, dangerous to humans and other plants.

Thank you very much for your time and energy for this important project. Sincerely yours,
Katie Riggs
Pasadena



Iraheta, Alba

From: Kwithy Kat < - 1>
Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2020 12:10 PM
To: PublicComment-AutoResponse

Subject: Lower Arroyo Habitat Restoration Program

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links ar open attachments unless you know the content is
safe. Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more....

To whom it may concern,

I've been following the developments of the Lower Arroyo Habitat Restoration Program and see that the choice
has been made to preserve invasive species of trees, namely the Eucalyptus and Canary Island pines. I'm writing
this message to strongly encourage consideration for their removal to honor the true purpose of this program; to
regenerate the natural habitat of the Lower Arroyo landscape.

As an avid gardener and landscaper, I understand the difficulty of grappling with what plants to preserve and
what plants to remove. It's easy to get attached, especially to plants that are thriving and offer their own unique
beauty. While I can acknowledge the desire to keep these trees and appease those who insist on such, this
choice is ultimately out of alignment with the original intention of preserving and promoting the local flora. It's
like beautifully cleaning a house but choosing to leave the bathroom dirty because a few people are more
comfortable with the dirty bathroom. Please be a voice of reason for those of us who support the program in it's
thorough approach to restoring the integrity of this precious ecosystem.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Best wishes,
Kristen



Iraheta, Alba

From: Janet Pickering < ) L n>
Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2020 12:06 PM

To: PublicComment-AutoResponse

Subject: Arroyo Seco Restoration

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is
safe. Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more....

Pls get rid of the eucalyptus and canary island pines.

1 live at



Iraheta, Alba

From: Noel Rhodes < >
Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2020 11:52 AM
To: PublicComment-AutoResponse

Subject: Arroyo Seco

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know
the content is safe. Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn
more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263>.

To the Pasadena City Council.

Please include the removal of the large Red Gum Eucalyptus in the plan for the Arroyo Seco.

As someone who walks the Arroyo every morning with my family | want to support any effort to protect this
precious natural area and the native plants and animals that are able to survive here.

These eucalyptus trees have a very negative impact on the local native plants and animals. We need to
encourage and protect the native habitats we have left.

Thank you!

Noel Rhodes

Highland Park

Sent from my iPhone



Iraheta, Alba

From: Doug Molitor < m>
Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2020 11:52 AM
To: PublicComment-AutoResponse

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you krow the content is
safe. Report phish using the Phish Alert Button, Learn more....

I lived in Altadena/Pasaden most of my life. Preserving invasive species like eucalyptus and Canary Island
palms is not the way to restore habitat. Why is this even an issue, if we're truly restoring natural habitat?

Best regards,

Doug Molitor



Iraheta, Alba

From: LD balzli <
Sent: Thursday, November 19, 2020 9:59 AM
To: PublicComment-AutoResponse

. Subject: Lower Arroyo Habitat Restoration Program

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is
safe. Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more....

To: Pasadena City Clerk for distribution to Pasadena City Council

It is extremely disappointing that the City would consider keeping non-native invasive trees as part of the
Lower Arroyo Habitat Restoration Program.

Red Gum Eucalyptus trees (from Australia) are highly susceptible to fire; and, their lightweight embers can
spread farther than others in the wind, endangering nearby properties. These trees are fierce competitors for
sunlight and soil nutrients, preventing native species from establishing and thriving in their vicinity.

Canary Island Pines (from islands off the coast of Africa) frequently harbor pathogens that can be damaging to
local plants, animals, and even humans. Among those pathogens is Crypfococcus gattii which causes a
respiratory fungal infection and can often spread to the brain. See more about this

at https://www.cdc.gov/fungal/diseases/cryptococcosis-gattii/index.html.

These invasive trees should be removed under the Lower Arroyo Habitat Restoration Program. The specimens
slated for conservation are not botanically unique, rare, or valuable. And, It would violate the very principles
and concept of HABITAT RESTORATION to keep them in this plan. The Lower Arroyo Habitat Restoration
Program should aim to remove all non-native species to make room for the diverse and beautiful range of plants
and animals endemic to Pasadena. '

Respectfully,

James Balzli
Pasadena resident



Martinez, Ruben

e o R —
From: Betsy Mertens <
Sent: Thursday, November 19, 2020 11:00 AM
To: PublicComment-AutoResponse
Subject: Arroyo Seco - Invasive trees issue

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you knrow the content is
safe. Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more....

I am writing today in support of the stance of the Arroyo Seco Foundation on the recent plans to remove non-
native trees from the Arroyo Seco. There is no scientific rationale for omitting the Eucalyptus and Canary
Island Pines from the list of trees to be removed. Please consider the recommendations made by the Psomas
consultants and the city's park commission and include the removal of invasive non-native Eucalyptus and
Canary Island Pines in the contract to be voted on by the city council.

Thank you,

Betsy Mertens

Pasadena 91105



Martinez, Ruben

From: Tim Brick <tim@arroyoseco.org>

Sent: Thursday, November 19, 2020 1:13 PM

To: PublicComment-AutoResponse

Subject: Lower Arroyo Habitat Restoration Program
Attachments: Lower Arroyo Petition Signers.pdf

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you knew the content is
safe. Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more....

Please include this information in the packet for Pasadena City Council Members regarding approval for the
contract for the Lower Arroyo Habitat Restoration Program.

To: Mayor Tornek and the Honorable Council Members:

This petition was circulated by the Arroyo Seco Foundation to support the habitat restoration program as
designed. Quickly more than 800 people signed the petition. Regrettably our views regarding the removal of
Eucalyptus trees and Canary Island pines that do so much harm to the habitat of the Lower Arroyo have not
been heeded.

"We support the Lower Arroyo Habitat Restoration Program and urge the City of Pasadena to protect the
natural character of the Lower Arroyo and to replace the inappropriate, non-native trees."

The Arroyo Seco needs a nature-based, science-driven approach to protecting and restoring its natural character.
Like the confederate general statues in the south, these invasive species will serve only as monuments to small-
minded elitism and mistakes of the past.

We urge the Pasadena City Council to approve the contract for the restoration project but to instruct the
contractor to remove the dangerous and fire-prone Eucalyptus trees and the Canary Island pines.

Sincerely,

Tim Brick

Managing Director
Arroyo Seco Foundation
(626) 639-4092
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