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Pasadena is generally attributed as the birthplace of the bungalow court, a form of multi-family housing that involved groupings of

small one-story individual houses or duplexes oriented around a common landscaped courtyard, usually on one property.

Developed from 1909 through 1942, bungalow courts evolved from transient, seasonal use to permanent residences and

appeared in many architectural styles. Having a wide variety of character and appearance, the city’s inventory of bungalow courts

is signi�cant as a regional type of low-density multi-family housing that combined the individual privacy of a single residence with

shared community space.

Saint Francis Courts (Courtesy of the Archives, Pasadena Museum of

History)

The city’s �rst bungalow court was St. Francis Court (photo above), designed by Sylvanus Marston and built in 1909. This court, on

the north side of East Colorado Boulevard at the current intersection of North Oak Knoll Avenue, was made up of 11 bungalows,

each with its own garden and with a driveway through the center. The bungalows had between one and three bedrooms, modern

conveniences, and high- quality detailing common in the Arts and Crafts period. An Arroyo stone and brick gateway was at the

entrance (the court was disassembled and partially relocated to make way for the extension of Oak Knoll north to Union Street).

Although the original con�guration of St. Francis Court has been lost, �ve of the original bungalows survive as a grouping on

individual lots at the corner of South Catalina Avenue and Cornell Road. Interestingly, in his book American Bungalow Style,

architectural historian Robert Winter notes that Charles Sumner Greene, of the acclaimed architectural �rm of Greene & Greene,

said of the bungalow court, “This is a good example of what not to do.” It was his opinion that courts had “no other reason for being

than that of making money for the investor.”

In Pasadena, the oldest bungalow court retaining its original con�guration and location

is Bowen Court (above) at 539 East Villa Street. Gartz Court (above), at 745 North

Pasadena Avenue (top right), is one year older but is not in its original location. Bowen

Court was built in 1911 and designed by Arthur & Alfred Heineman, who in 1925,

developed the bungalow court concept into the �rst “mo-tel,” the Milestone Mo-tel in

San Luis Obispo. The Heinemans also designed a number of large houses in the city

including the Freeman House at 1330 Hillcrest Avenue. Bowen Court is the city’s largest

bungalow court with 23 buildings, including a mix of single units and duplexes, on a

one-and-one half acre site. The court features a rustic building, once called the “tea room,” with a thatched roof (since replaced)

and log railings (some of which still exist). Today, the court’s mature landscaping creates a rustic wooded oasis in the middle of an

eclectic neighborhood of single- and multi-family houses.

Bungalow courts continued to be developed until World War II, after which denser garden apartments, two-story connected

buildings oriented around a courtyard �rst developed in the late-1920’s, became more prevalent (see photos of two prominent

examples above). The period of a bungalow court’s construction is usually detected by the architectural style of the individual

bungalows. Early courts, such as those pictured above, were designed in the Craftsman style; courts built in the 1920’s and early

1930’s were mostly in period-revival styles such as Spanish Colonial Revival, Mission Revival, Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival or

English Cottage Revival; and courts built in the late 1930’s and early 1940’s were generally in the Minimal Traditional style. There is

even one court, at 754 S. Marengo Avenue, in the Art Deco style. Some examples are shown to the right.

As a testament to the importance of the bungalow court, and later courtyard apartments, to the city’s urban form, the City Council

has adopted requirements that all new multi-family residential projects outside of the downtown area be oriented around a

landscaped courtyard.

The City has studied bungalow courts on three di�erent occasions. The �rst, in 1983, documented the signi�cance of bungalow

courts and several courts for listed in the National Register of Historic Places. This study was updated in 1994 with additional

properties listed in the National Register, the period of signi�cance extended to 1942, and graphic representation of court
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con�gurations. In 2010, the city documented and evaluated all remaining bungalow courts, with the following results:

There are 112 bungalow courts in Pasadena;

43 have a historic designation;

48 are eligible for historic designation but are currently undesignated;

21 are ineligible for historic designation because they have been altered since they

were originally constructed; and

13 properties require further study to determine if they are, in fact, bungalow

courts and qualify for a historic designation.

To view bungalow court listings in the city’s historical resources database, click here to

open our database of historic properties. Then, under the “Search by Property” heading,

select “Bungalow Courts” from the pull-down menu in the “context” �eld and click “Search Property.” The database will list

properties identi�ed as bungalow courts; click a listing to open the record and click the “maps and photos” link within the record to

view larger photos of each property. The largest concentration of bungalow courts in the city is on South Marengo Avenue

between East California Boulevard and Glenarm Street. There are nine courts in this area at the following addresses:

618-630 South Marengo Avenue

642-654 South Marengo Avenue

645 South Marengo Avenue

699-705 South Marengo Avenue

744-756 South Marengo Avenue

801-823 South Marengo Avenue

877-899 South Marengo Avenue

982-990 South Marengo Avenue & 221-241 Ohio Street

1010 South Marengo Avenue & 230-240 Ohio Street

Pasadena City Hall
100 North Gar�eld Ave. 

Pasadena, CA 91101 

City Departments

Finance 

Fire 

Programs & Divisions

Economic Development 

O�ce of the Young Child 

http://pasadena.cfwebtools.com/search.cfm?res_id=3088&display=resource
http://pasadena.cfwebtools.com/search.cfm?res_id=3090&display=resource
http://pasadena.cfwebtools.com/search.cfm?res_id=6987&display=resource
http://pasadena.cfwebtools.com/search.cfm?res_id=3091&display=resource
http://pasadena.cfwebtools.com/search.cfm?res_id=6988&display=resource
http://pasadena.cfwebtools.com/search.cfm?res_id=4622&display=resource
http://pasadena.cfwebtools.com/search.cfm?res_id=3092&display=resource
http://pasadena.cfwebtools.com/search.cfm?res_id=3631&display=resource
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/planning/wp-content/uploads/sites/30/745-South-Marengo.jpg
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/planning/wp-content/uploads/sites/30/823-South-Marengo.jpg
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/planning/wp-content/uploads/sites/30/Cornish-Court.jpg
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/planning/wp-content/uploads/sites/30/Harnetiaux-Court.jpg
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/planning/wp-content/uploads/sites/30/Mary-Louise-Court.jpg
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/finance
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/fire
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/economicdevelopment
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/office-of-the-young-child


7/1/2020 Bungalow Courts in Pasadena - Planning & Community Development Department

https://www.cityofpasadena.net/planning/planning-division/design-and-historic-preservation/historic-preservation/projects-studies/bungalow-courts-in-pasadena/ 3/3

more>>

   

Awards

 

City O�cials

City Attorney 

City Clerk 

City Manager 

City Mayor & City Council

Council Districts

Council District 1 

Council District 2 

Council District 3 

Council District 4 

Council District 5 

Council District 6 

Council District 7 

Commissions, Agendas and
Public Notices

Housing 

Human Resources 

Information Technology 

Parks, Recreation and Community

Services 

Public Library 

Planning and Community Development 

Police 

Public Health 

Public Works 

Transportation 

Water & Power 

City Commissions

Public Notices

Council Agendas

Northwest Programs 

City Services

Citizen Service Center 

Pasadena Transit 

Find a Job with the City 

City Employee Links 

Open Data 

Contact the City 

A�liated Agencies

Burbank Airport Authority 

Gold Line Transit Authority 

Pasadena Center Operating Company 

Pasadena Community Access

Corporation 

Pasadena Uni�ed School District 

Translate

Select Language▼

Copyright © 2020 City of Pasadena - All Rights Reserved Privacy Statement | Website Accessibility | Disclaimers

https://www.cityofpasadena.net/awards
http://www.twitter.com/pasadenagov
https://www.facebook.com/cityofpasadena
https://www.instagram.com/cityofpasadena/
http://www.youtube.com/pasadenagov
http://www.webaward.org/winner/35121/city-of-pasadena-wins-2019-webaward-for-the-official-website-of-city-of-pasadena-california.html#.XYJGzfm6NaQ
https://www.govtech.com/dc/digital-cities/Digital-Cities-Survey-2019--Winners-Announced.html
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/city-attorney
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/city-clerk
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/city-manager
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/mayor
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/district1
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/district2
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/district3
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/district4
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/district5
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/district6
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/district7
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/housing
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/human-resources
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/information-technology
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/parks-and-rec
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/planning
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/police
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/public-health
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/public-works
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/transportation
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/water-and-power
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/commissions
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/public-notices
http://ww2.cityofpasadena.net/councilagendas/council_agenda.asp
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/northwest/
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/citizen-service-center
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/pasadena-transit
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/pasadena
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/city-departments-and-other-resources/
http://data.cityofpasadena.net/
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/contact
https://hollywoodburbankairport.com/airport-authority/
http://www.foothillgoldline.org/
http://www.visitpasadena.com/
http://www.pasadenamedia.tv/
http://www.pusd.us/
javascript:void(0)
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/privacy/
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/website-accessibility
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/disclaimers

