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RE: Historic Preservation Ordinance Amendments - Support with Amendments 

Dear Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council: 

Pasadena Heritage is pleased that you will be considering amendments to the Historic 
Preservation Ordinance this evening. Pasadena prides itself in its dedication to historic 
preservation. Our historic resources are assets that attract residents, businesses, and visitors 
to our city. Pasadena has a relatively strong preservation program, with dedicated staff 
members, an Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) that meets regularly, dedicated 
neighbors and activists, and a very active non-profit organization dedicated to the 
protection of the built environment. 

In the last decade however, there have been multiple projects across the City that have 
angered and upset Pasadenans. Historic homes have been stripped of all character, 
demolished, or changed beyond recognition. It has become clear that there are some 
major deficiencies in the Historic Preservation Ordinance that must be addressed in order 
to prevent further destruction. We very much appreciate the Council's direction to staff to 
address these concerns and these resulting amendments to the Historic Preservation 
Ordinance. 

Pasadena Heritage supports Staff's recommendations with one specific requested change, 
which we believe will further strengthen the definition of Major Projects. We ask that 
definition (f) of a Major Project be amended to read: 

Substantial removal or replacement (more than 25%) of exterior clodding on a primary 
or street-facing elevation OR substantial removal or replacement (more than 50%) of all 
exterior cladding. 

We have seen several projects that removed historic exteriors without a meeting at the 
Historic Preservation Commission. The proposed amendment would ensure that a majority 
of the house cannot be replaced with only staff-level only, and protect more than just the 
primary fa<;:ade. It would also allow neighbors the chance to review projects that will reclad 
a home in their neighborhood, and to share their input.To be clear, removal or 
replacement could still occur if approved by the HPC. 

12/14/2020 
Item 27 

::0 
fT1 
(') 

rrl 

< 
fT1 
a 



Pasadena Heritage I HP O rdinance Amendments I Page 2 

We also ask t he Council to request two provisions to increase transparency going forward: 

I) t hat Design and Histor ic Preservat ion staff return t o the City Council in one year to 
report on effectiveness of changes and recommend any adjustments. 

2) that City Planning staff host a public meeting in early 2021 to explain the newly 
implemented Mansion ization Ordinance and these Historic Preservation Ordinance 
revisions for interested community members. Pasadena Heritage would be pleased to help 
w ith such a meeting and certainly broadcast and encourage community attendance. 

We thank the City Staff for their hard work in crafting these amendments, and the City 
Council for your continued support of historic preservation. 

Sincerely yours, 

Susan N. Mossman 
Executive D irector 

cc: David Reyes, Director of Planning 
Kevin Johnson, Senior Planner 

Andrew Salimian 
Preservation Director 


















