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Planning & Community Development Department

Appeal of BOZA Decision

1. This is not a license to sell cannabis.

2. No authority to promulgate rules.

3. The requirement in the application is:

4. Determination of application completion involves discretion.

2



Planning & Community Development Department

Appeal of BOZA Decision

The narrow issue before the City Council tonight is a quasi-judicial 
hearing on whether the appellant’s June 12, 2019 CUP application was 

incomplete. 

On August 19, 2019, the appellant submitted an application to appeal the Board of Zoning Appeals’ 
August 7, 2019 decision. The appellant has cited the following reasons for the appeal of the Board of 
Zoning Appeals’ decision:

1. The appellant’s CUP application was compliant with requirements of the Pasadena Municipal 

Code (P.M.C.); The application was deemed incomplete because the measurements showing 

applicable distances under the code were not prepared by a licensed surveyor.

2. The Director has no authority to promulgate cannabis regulations; P.M.C. 17.60.040 D 

REQUIRES the Director to establish requirements for applications.

3. The standards for determination of completeness were changed a number of times; The 

application checklist was provided to all applicants at the June 12th meeting and all applicants 

were advised of the licensed surveyor requirement at the meeting. 

4. No consistency or fairness in determining the completeness of CUP applications. All applications 

were reviewed for completeness upon submittal in the order received. Every other complete 

application submitted to the City includes code required measurements prepared by a licensed 

surveyor. 
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Standard of Review

• The Zoning Code provides that the standard of review is 
de novo (without deference to prior decisions of BZA or 
Planning Director).

• The scope of review is limited to evidence related to 
SweetFlower’s application and the issue of whether it is 
incomplete.

• Consideration of evidence or arguments unrelated to the 
incompleteness of SweetFlower’s application would be 
considered irrelevant.
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Appeal of BOZA Decision

• Pursuant to 17.60.060 (Initial Application Review), the scope of this 
appeal application is limited to the Director’s determination that the 
application is incomplete.

Section 17.60.060:

• 2. Appeal of determination. Where the Director has determined that 
an application is incomplete, and the applicant believes that the 
application is complete or that the information requested by the 
Director is not required, the applicant may appeal the determination in 
compliance with Chapter 17.72 (Appeals).
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The narrow issue before the City Council tonight is whether the 
appellant’s June 12, 2019 CUP application was incomplete. 
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Appellant First Submittal – June 12, 2019

The City issued status 
letters to all applicants 
on June 27, 2019. 

The letter to the 
appellant indicated that 
their June 12th

submission was 
incomplete and could 
not be processed 
because the required 
600’ and 1,000’ 
distances were not 
prepared by a licensed 

surveyor.
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Location Map – Harvest of Pasadena, LLC
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Location Map – The Atrium Group, LLC
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Location Map – Varda (Tony Fong)
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Location Map – Integral Associates Dena, LLC
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Background

• Measured CC and DD approved by Voters on June 5, 2018.

• Measure CC allows a limited number of cannabis retailers, 

cultivators, and testing labs to operate within specific zoning 

districts in the city. Up to:

• 6 retailer permits (can include delivery)

• 4 cultivation site permits

• 4 testing laboratory permits

• Measure DD levies a business license tax on commercial 

cannabis businesses of up to $10/canopy square foot (for 

cultivation) and between 4-6% of gross receipts (for retail sales)
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Selection Process
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Dec. ‘18
• Pre-Application Period

Jan. ‘19
• Screening Application Filing Period 1/1/18-1/31/19

Spring ‘19
• Review and Scoring of Cannabis Operator Applications

Jun. ‘19
• Notification of Top Applicants

Now 
• Applicants Seeking  CUP

TBD

• Applicants to Obtain Other Approvals (City Business License, 
Health Permit and Cannabis Permit)

TBD
• Applicants to Obtain State Cannabis License
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Permittee Selection

• An informational workshop was held in November 2018 to explain the process 
and procedures.

• The filing period for the screening application was January 1st to January 31st

2019.

• A total of 128 applications were received:

> Retail Cannabis: 122 applications

> Testing Laboratories: 3 applications

> Cultivators: 3 applications

• All applications were scored and ranked by a designated selection committee 
comprised of expert staff at neutral, third-party consultant group, Hinderliter, 
de Llamas  & Associates Companies (HdL). 

• The top six applicants for the retailer category were then interviewed by 
members of City staff. These interviews were monitored by the City’s Internal 
Audit group.
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Top-Scoring Applicants

• The six top-scoring applicants were identified on June 5, 2019 and 
were offered the opportunity to submit a Conditional Use Permit: 
Cannabis Retailer (CUP) application. 
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Applicant Name

Integral Associates Dena, LLC

Tony Fong

The Atrium Group, LLC

Harvest of Pasadena, LLC

SweetFlower Pasadena, LLC

MME Pasadena Retail, LLC
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CUP Application – Top 6

• When the City Council adopts regulations, it doesn’t adopt, review or consider 
the application that is required for relative entitlements, instead, the PMC 
delegates this authority to the Planning and Community Development Director 
(P.M.C. Section 17.60.040 D).

• A new Conditional Use Permit Cannabis Retailer application was created

> This application is specifically for cannabis retailers and includes several 

requirements that are specific to cannabis use. 

> It is commonplace and expected for applications to have unique, specific 

requirements tailored to address specific land use issues.

> This new application requires, among other things, demonstration of site 

control and verification that the proposed site meets the City’s distance 

separation requirements to sensitive uses. 
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Overview of Regulations
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Retailer 

Use 

Allows a commercial cannabis business to operate where 
cannabis and/or cannabis products are offered for retail 
sale, including deliveries as part of retail sale 

Zoning/ 
Location 

 Allowed in commercial and industrial zones – CO, 
CL, CG, CD, IG 

 600 ft. from residential zones  
 600 ft. from sensitive uses, including K-12 schools, 

libraries, parks, substance abuse centers, etc.  

 1,000 ft. from other cannabis retailers and cultivators 

Density 

 Up to 6 retailers may operate at any one time 
 No more than one (1) per council district 
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Cannabis Retailer CUP

• On June 12, 2019, a workshop was held with representatives for the top 
applicants where the CUP: Cannabis Retailer application was distributed.

• The Conditional Use Permit: Cannabis Retailer is a new land use and has a 
new application that includes several additional requirements for supplemental 
documentation that are specific to the cannabis retail use. 

• The CUP application for cannabis retailers is not the same as the standard 
application that is utilized for other uses which require a conditional use 
permit. 

• There is no requirement in state law or in the PMC that requires that 
application contents be set forth therein – cities across the state set forth 
submission requirements in the specific application at issue. 
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Distribution of CUP Application

• The Conditional Use Permit: Cannabis Retailer application packet 
(CUP) was distributed to the applicants at the same time. 

> Workshop was attended by twelve individuals consisting of two representatives for 

each of the top six applicants.

> The City’s Internal Audit staff was also present at the meeting.

> City staff spent two-hours with the applicants.

> City staff reviewed every section of the application and responded to questions. 

> Hard-copy of the application was distributed at the beginning of the meeting. 

> Only the first complete application with a compliant location will be processed per 

Council District.

> Applicants were provided the opportunity to ask questions during and after the 

meeting. 
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CUP Application Submissions

Applicant Date of 

Submission

Time 

Submitted

Proposed Location Council 

District

Required 

Distances by

Licensed 

Surveyor?

1.
SweetFlower 

Pasadena, LLC
June 12, 2019 5:34 p.m. 827 E Colorado Blvd 3 No 

2.
Harvest of 

Pasadena, LLC
June 12, 2019 10:20 p.m. 169 W Colorado Blvd 3 Yes

3.
The Atrium 

Group, LLC
June 12, 2019 10:56 p.m. 70 W Union 3 No

4.
The Atrium 

Group, LLC
June 13, 2019 4:48 p.m. 70 W Union 3 Yes

5.
Varda (Tony 

Fong) 
June 17, 2019 3:59 p.m. 3355 E Colorado Blvd 4 Yes

6.

Integral 

Associates Dena, 

LLC

June 21, 2019 8:04 p.m. 112 W Colorado Blvd 6 Yes

7.
SweetFlower 

Pasadena, LLC
June 27, 2019 2:52 p.m. 827 E Colorado Blvd 3 No

8.

Integral 

Associates Dena, 

LLC

June 27, 2019 4:25 p.m. 908 E Colorado Blvd 7 Yes

9. 
SweetFlower 

Pasadena, LLC
July 3, 2019 3:41 p.m. 827 E Colorado Blvd 3 Yes
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10 
SweetFlower 

Pasadena, LLC
July 3, 2019 3:41 p.m. 827 E Colorado Blvd 3 Yes
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Cannabis Permit Process

SweetFlower

Harvest

Tony Fong

Integral

Atrium

Top 

Applicants

Incomplete

Application

Complete

Application

CD 3

CD 3

CD 3

CD 4

CD 6CD 7

Complete but Not 

Code Compliant
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Proposed Locations
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Applicant Location Council

District

Harvest of 

Pasadena, 

LLC

169 W. Colorado 

Blvd

3

Tony Fong 3355 E. Colorado 

Blvd

4

Integral 

Associates 

Dena, LLC

908 E. Colorado 

Blvd

7

Harvest of Pasadena

Tony Fong

Integral Associates Dena, LLC
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Application Submittal Requirements

Pursuant to this Section 
17.60.040 D of the Pasadena 
Municipal Code, there are four 
required items that shall be 
provided for every application and 
the Director has the discretion to 
require “any additional 
materials identified by the 
Director”.  

As such, it is the determination of 
the Director that the items 
required in the “Conditional Use 
Permit: Cannabis Retailer” 
application are additional required 
materials. 

Section 17.60.040 D Application Preparation and Filing): 

The Director shall establish in writing the submittal requirements 

for permit applications required by this Zoning Code. All 

applications shall include the following submittal materials, as 

well as any additional materials identified by the Director:

1. A signed application review form;

2. The application fee, if required, in compliance with the 
Council’s Fee Resolution;

3. A completed environmental assessment form if the project 
is subject to the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA), unless the form has been submitted with a 
previous application for this project; and

4. Where the application requires mailed a public notice in 
compliance with Chapter 17.76 (Public Hearings), a map 
showing the location and street address for the project and 
all lots within the required notice mailing radius for the 
permit, and a mailing list, keyed to the map, containing the 
names and addresses of the record owners of each lot, as 
shown on the County’s latest equalized property tax 
assessment roll, in compliance with Chapter 17.76 (Public 
Hearings).
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Over 60 Entitlement Applications

• The City Council has adopted zoning regulations 
governing over 60 entitlement applications

23



Planning & Community Development Department

Affordable Housing Concession Permit
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Hillside Development Permit
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Location Map Requirement
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Requirement for Licensed Surveyor

The CUP application requires the submittal of a location map which identifies the required 
distance separation radii of 600’ and 1,000’ and the identification of zones and uses within 
the properties located within the 600’radius. The location map must be prepared by a 
licensed surveyor. 

> There are bona fide business reasons for this requirement: it is a matter of state law. The work 

involved in identifying parcel boundaries must be done by a licensed land surveyor. 

> Precise measurements are required to ensure that the locations proposed meet the 

requirements as outlined in Section 17.50.066 D 5 of the Zoning Code.  The most precise work 

is reliably prepared only by a licensed surveyor and state law mandates that anyone practicing 

land surveying MUST be licensed. 

> Pursuant to California Business and Professions Code Sections 8700-8805 (The Land 

Surveyors Act), provides that only licensed land surveyors can locate the property lines and 

boundaries of any parcel of land. 

> Section 8726 (c) defines land surveying as work performed by an individual that: “Locates, 

relocates, establishes, or retraces any property line or boundary of any parcel of land…”  
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Board of Zoning Appeals Hearing

• On August 7th, the Board of Zoning Appeals conducted a public hearing on
SweetFlower’s appeal of the Planning Director Decision that SweetFlower
Pasadena, LLC’s “Conditional Use Permit: Cannabis Retailer” application is
incomplete.

• The meeting was attended by representatives for the other top-scoring
applicants. Except for the appellant, every other applicant that spoke uniformly
noted that the requirement for measurements to be performed by a licensed
surveyor was clearly understood.

• After considering public testimony, the Board of Zoning Appeals voted (4-1) to 
adopt the environmental determination and uphold the Director’s decision. 
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Appeal of BOZA Decision

The narrow issue before the City Council tonight is a quasi-judicial 
hearing on whether the appellant’s June 12, 2019 CUP application was 

incomplete. 

On August 19, 2019, the appellant submitted an application to appeal the Board of Zoning Appeals’ 
August 7, 2019 decision. The appellant has cited the following reasons for the appeal of the Board of 
Zoning Appeals’ decision:

1. The appellant’s CUP application was compliant with requirements of the Pasadena Municipal 

Code (P.M.C.); The application was deemed incomplete because the measurements showing 

applicable distances under the code were not prepared by a licensed surveyor.

2. The Director has no authority to promulgate cannabis regulations; P.M.C. 17.60.040 D 

REQUIRES the Director to establish requirements for applications.

3. The standards for determination of completeness were changed a number of times; The 

application checklist was provided to all applicants at the June 12th meeting and all applicants 

were advised of the licensed surveyor requirement at the meeting. 

4. No consistency or fairness in determining the completeness of CUP applications. All applications 

were reviewed for completeness upon submittal in the order received. Every other complete 

application submitted to the City includes code required measurements prepared by a licensed 

surveyor. 
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Conclusion

• Recommendation

> Adopt a determination that the proposed action is 

exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) under Section 15061(b)(3) of the State CEQA 

Guidelines. 

> Uphold the Board of Zoning Appeals’ decision that the 

Director’s Decision that the June 12, 2019 CUP 

Cannabis Retailer application submitted by the appellant 

is incomplete and cannot be processed. 
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END
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Appellant’s Reasons for Appeal 

1. The SweetFlower cannabis retailer conditional use permit application was 
compliant in all respects with the requirements of the PMC and regulations lawfully 
promulgated thereunder. 

RESPONSE:

• The matter at hand is not whether the appellant’s application is compliant with 
the Municipal Code, but whether the appellant submitted all of the required 
information and documentation required in the Conditional Use Permit: 
Cannabis Retailer application. 

• There is no requirement in State Law or the Pasadena Municipal Code stating 
that the contents of any permit application be outlined in the Municipal Code.

• Submittal requirements for any of the City’s land use permit applications cannot 
be found within the P.M.C. Each city may require different submittals in land use 
applications, and those requirements can be set forth in each individual 
application. 
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Appellant’s Reasons for Appeal 

2:  The Department of Planning and Community Development Director (“Director 
of Planning”) has no authority to promulgate cannabis retailer conditional use 
permit regulations. Such authority is vested solely in the City Manager. 
Nevertheless, the Director of Planning has promulgated such regulations which 
have been applied in a manner detrimental to SweetFlower. 

RESPONSE:

• The narrow issue before the City Council is whether or not SweetFlower’s CUP  
application was complete. 

• The application requirements, including the licensed survey requirements, were 
established by the Director pursuant to PMC 17.60.040 (d), referenced in the response 
to Claim #1.

• Pursuant to Section 5.78.190, cannabis rules, standards and regulations are 
administratively established by the City Manager, or his designee, and are effective 
upon publication on the City’s cannabis website. 

> These rules and regulations were written by the Director under the direction, approval 

and concurrence of the City Manager, as his designee. 
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Cannabis Rules & Regulations
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Cannabis Rules & Regulations
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Section 5.78.190

Section 5.78.190 states:

• A. In addition to any regulations adopted by 

the city council, the city manager or his/her 
designee is authorized to administratively establish 
any additional rules, regulations and standards 
governing the issuance, denial or renewal of 
commercial cannabis permits, the ongoing 
operation of commercial cannabis businesses and 
the city's oversight of the businesses, or concerning 
any other subject determined to be necessary to 
carry out the purposes of this chapter.

• B. Regulations shall be published on the city's 
website. 

• C. Regulations promulgated by the city 
manager shall become effective upon the date of 
publication on the city's website. Commercial 
cannabis businesses shall be required to comply 
with all state and local laws and regulations, 
including, but not limited to, any rules, regulations or 
standards adopted by the city manager or his/her 
designee.
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At the BOZA appeal hearing, the 

appellant requested written 

documentation showing that Director 

Reyes had been designated by the City 

Manager to act on his behalf to 

promulgate the Cannabis Rules and 

Regulations, and further claimed that 

without written documentation proving 

the designation, that the Rules and 

Regulations published on the City 

website were not effective. 

The City Manager’s decision to 

designate subordinate staff to act on his 

behalf, in any capacity pursuant to the 

Pasadena Municipal Code, is an 

administrative decision which does not 

involve a written order. 
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Appellant’s Reasons for Appeal 

3:  The Department of Planning and Community Development violated the due 
process rights of SweetFlower by changing the standards for determining 
completeness of cannabis retailer conditional use permit applications a number of 
times following the opening of the application process and has not published 
clear, definitive requirements for such determinations. 

RESPONSE:

• The standard for determining completeness of any zoning application is 
stipulated in Section 17.60.040 F:
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Section 17.60.040 F states:

Filing date. The filing date of an application shall be the date on which the Department 

receives the last submission, map, plan, or other material required as a part of that 

application by Subsection A., in compliance with Section 17.60.060 (Initial Application 

Review) and deemed complete by the Director.
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Appellant’s Reasons for Appeal 

• Pursuant to the aforementioned code, all materials required by the application 
must be submitted in order for an application to be considered ‘complete’. 

• For this Conditional Use Permit: Cannabis Retailer application, a ‘complete 
application’ entails submission of all documentation and information required 
in pages 1 through 3 of the application.

• Page 1 of the application includes the requirement for a location map 
prepared by a licensed surveyor. Such requirement was repeatedly 
communicated to all top applicants on various occasions both in writing and in 
person:

1. It was indicated verbally at the application workshop of June 12, 2019

2. In writing via the CUP application that was hand distributed at the June 12, 2019 

application workshop and also emailed that same afternoon.

3. In writing via email correspondence from the City to all top applicants, including the 

appellant, on June 13, 2019. 
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Appellant’s Reasons for Appeal 

• The City uniformly requires that the location maps are signed and stamped by a 
licensed surveyor and also include a general statement affirming, at minimum, that the 
600’ and 1000’ radii have been prepared by the undersigned licensed surveyor. 

> Variations in the surveyor’s statements have been accepted to the extent that the methodology 

used by the surveyor to map the location of the radii is included within the location map 

documentation and consistent with best practices.

• Pursuant to the Business and Professions Code Section 8764.5, the required statement 
may also indicate that the map was ‘prepared under the direction of’ the undersigning 
surveyor.  

• As specified at the June 12, 2019 application workshop, the accuracy of the map, 
including the radii, the methodology used to create the radii and the land use/zoning 
information, is subject to review and verification by the City during the CUP review 
process for those applications that have been determined to be ‘complete’. 
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Appellant’s Reasons for Appeal 

• At the August 7, 2019 BOZA hearing, the appellant made several references to an email 
from City staff which he claimed was in support of the applicability of a  ‘complete in good 
faith standard’.

• The appellant asserted that this email supports their claim that the ‘complete in good faith 
standard’ would be applied and that applicants would be given the opportunity to rectify 
application deficiencies before a determination is made by the City regarding their CUP 
submission. 

• To discourage these incomplete filings and significant revisions, the City clearly explained 
that applications that do not contain the required submittal materials will not be considered 
complete and that revisions will be processed based upon the date and time of the last 
document submitted. 
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Appellant’s Reasons for Appeal 

4:  The Department of Planning and Community Development violated the due 
process rights of SweetFlower by failing consistently to fairly apply the 
requirements of the Pasadena Municipal Code (and ultra vires regulations) for 
determinations of completeness of cannabis retailer conditional use permits.

RESPONSE:

Similar to any other land use permit, verification of compliance with City codes is a distinct 
process which is secondary from the determination as to whether an application submission 
is complete. 

City staff explained at the June 12, 2019 application workshop that the initial review for 
application completeness would be based upon whether the submitted application 
contained all of the required documentation specified in the CUP application. This standard 
is supported by supported by Section 17.60.040 F, cited in response to Claim #3. 
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Appellant’s Reasons for Appeal 

As previously stated, with respect to the requirement for a land use map prepared 
by a licensed surveyor:

• The City has uniformly required that the location maps are signed and stamped by a 
licensed surveyor and also include a general statement affirming, at minimum, that the 
600’ and 1000’ radii have been prepared by the undersigned licensed surveyor. 

• Variations in the surveyor’s statements have been accepted to the extent that the 
methodology used by the surveyor to map the location of the radii is included within the 
location map documentation. 

• Pursuant to the Business and Professions Code Section 8764.5, the required statement 
may also indicate that the map was ‘prepared under the direction of’ the undersigning 
land surveyor. 

• Accuracy of the map, including the radii, the methodology used to create the radii and 
the land use/zoning information, is subject to review and verification by the City during 
the CUP review process for those applications that have been determined to be 
‘complete’. 
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Commercial Cannabis Webpage

• Dedicated website

• Endeavoring to post 

virtually all related materials

• High level of scrutiny 

• Staff has been 

overwhelmed with the 

number of PRA requests

• Hundreds of thousands of 

pages of document 

production with some 

responses generating two 

or three new requests per 

day.

• We have hired extra staff to 

assist.

• City Attorney’s Office has 

hired outside counsel to 

assist
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• Nevertheless, there are still complaints and accusations about the 

processing of the requests which are irrelevant to the narrow issue 

before the City Council.

• Part of the expected territory given the limited number of permits 

and available locations.
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Application Procedures

• City utilized a merit-based approach to selecting which 

applicants will receive the cannabis permits.

 Applicants did not need to have secured a physical location to 

submit the Cannabis Operator application

• Pursuant to P.M.C. 5.78.070 & 5.78.080 A-E:

 The permittee selection process consisted of a “screening 

application”

 Review and scoring of the applications by a third-party selection 

committee utilizing review criteria established by the City.
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Proposed CUP Locations
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Cannabis Retailer CUP

• The Conditional Use Permit: Cannabis Retailer is a new land use and 
has a new application that includes several additional requirements for 
supplemental documentation that are specific to the cannabis retail 
use. 

• The CUP application for cannabis retailers is not the same as the 
standard application that is utilized for other uses which require a 
conditional use permit. 

• There is no requirement in state law or in the PMC that requires that 
application contents be set forth therein – cities across the state set 
forth submission requirements in the specific application at issue. 
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Second Submittal

• June 27, 2019:

Appellant submitted a new 
application for the same location 
with a revised location map, but the 
statement from the surveyor stated 
the map had been “reviewed by”
the surveyor, not “prepared by” as 
required in the application.  
“Reviewed by” is inadequate as it 
does not carry the dependability 
and liability equivalent of “prepared 
by”.
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Third Submittal

• July 3, 2019:

Acknowledging their error, Appellant 
submitted a third application for the 
same location with a new (third) 
location map. The City issued a status 
letter to the appellant on July 9, 2019 
indicating that their application will not 
be processed because it is now the 
third complete application received for 

Council District 3. 

48



Planning & Community Development Department

Location Map – Integral Associates Dena, LLC



Planning & Community Development Department
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Location Requirements

Location Requirements. Cannabis retailers shall be permitted in only the CO, CL, CG, CD, and IG zoning 
districts and shall be subject to the following requirements:

A. No retailer shall be established or located within 1,000 feet, measured from the nearest property lines of each of the 
affected parcels, of any other cannabis retailer or cultivation site, or within 500 feet of any testing laboratory;

B. No retailer shall be established or located within 600 feet, measured from the nearest property lines of each of the affected 
parcels, of any existing residential zone;

C. No retailer shall be established or located within a mixed-use development project containing a residential use component;

D. No retailer shall be established or located within 600 feet, measured from the nearest property lines of each of the affected 
parcels, of any childcare center, in-home (family day care home), youth-oriented facility, church or faith congregation, or 
substance abuse center;

E. No retailer shall be established or located within 600 feet, measured from the nearest property lines of each of the affected 
parcels, of any park, library, or K-12 school;

F. Retailers shall be required to comply with all zoning, land use, and development regulations applicable to the underlying 
zoning district in which they are permitted to establish and operate as set forth in the Pasadena Municipal Code.
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Location Map – Harvest of Pasadena, LLC
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Location Map – Varda (Tony Fong)
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Location Map – Integral Associates Dena, LLC
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Location Map – The Atrium Group, LLC
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Atrium – CUP Application Resubmitted

Atrium resubmitted 
their CUP application 
on June 13, 2019
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Review Criteria
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Review Criteria
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CUP Application

• By June 13th the City received CUP applications from three of the six top-scoring applicants.  

• By June 21st,  five of the top-scoring applicants had submitted applications. 

• Only three applications have been submitted that comply with all distance requirements and contain 
all information specified in the application packet: 

• Atrium Group, LLC (70 W. Union) and SweetFlower Pasadena, LLC (827 E. Colorado) have also 
submitted applications for locations within Council District 3; however, those applications are not 
being processed.

• Based on staff’s initial evaluation of available sites (as was shown on the Draft Map) it appears there 
are fewer than six potentially compliant locations.
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Applicant Location Council District

Harvest of Pasadena, LLC 169 W. Colorado Blvd 3

Tony Fong 3355 E. Colorado Blvd 4

Integral Associates Dena, LLC 908 E Colorado Blvd 7
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• Recommendation

> Adopt a determination that the proposed action is 

exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) under Section 15061(b)(3) of the State CEQA 

Guidelines. 

> Uphold the Board of Zoning Appeals’ decision that the 

Director’s Decision that the June 12, 2019 CUP 

Cannabis Retailer application submitted by the appellant 

is incomplete and cannot be processed. 
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Permittee Selection

• This cannabis operator application and review criteria 
were structured to ensure that the top-scoring candidates 
are:

> Technically experienced to meet the demands of this highly 

regulated industry;

> Well capitalized to be able to deliver on commitments after a 

demanding land use planning process and costly site acquisition 

and improvements;  

> In a position to design a dispensary that blends with the 

neighborhood and meets Pasadena’s strict security and safety 

expectations; 

> Able to hire and train sufficient staff to operate in a professional 

manner, and, importantly, committed to a community benefits plan 

that provides tangible benefits and contributions to the community. 
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Planning & Community Development Department

CUP Applications Submitted
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Applicant Date Time 

Submitted

Proposed Location Council 

District

1.
SweetFlower

Pasadena, LLC

June 

12,2019
5:34 p.m. 827 E Colorado Blvd 3

2.
Harvest of 

Pasadena, LLC

June 

12,2019
10:20 p.m. 169 W Colorado Blvd 3

3.
The Atrium 

Group, LLC

June 12, 

2019
10:56 p.m. 70 W Union 3



Planning & Community Development Department

Questions From Top Applicants

• Response sent via email 

on June 13th  to the 12 

representatives that 

attended the application 

workshop in response to a 

question asked by 

applicant Tony Fong:

7. I called a few licensed surveyor to start 
the "location map" section, and they said 
they do not do these types of work. They 
asked me to call mapping companies to do 
this job. I will like to confirm with you if we 
should have a mapping companies to work 
on this or should I continue to look for a 
licensed surveyor to work on the "location 
map" section.

ANSWER: As indicated on the Conditional 
Use Permit submittal checklist (page 1, 
Location Map), the radius map must be 
prepared by a licensed surveyor. The 
addresses and identification of uses can be 
prepared by a mapping service company.
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Planning & Community Development Department

Draft Cannabis Map

• A Draft Map was 
prepared and shared 
with the public in 
December 2018.

• Map includes various 
caveats including a 
statement that the Map 
was draft and any 
proposed location would 
need to demonstrate 
compliance with 
established rules.

• The Draft Map identified 
fewer than six potentially 
compliant locations.  It is 
possible that more 
compliant locations exist, 
but this is not probable.
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