
AgendJa Report 

January 23, 2017 

TO: Honorable Mayor and C1ty Council 

FROM: Department of Public Works 

SUBJECT: MASTER STREET TREE PLAN AMENDMENT- ARBOR STREET 
FROM ARROYO BOULEVARD TO SOUTH GRAND AVENUE 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It IS recommended that the C1ty Council 

1 F1nd that the proposed Master Street Tree Plan (MSTP) Amendment for Arbor Street 
between Arroyo Boulevard and South Grand Avenue 1s categoncally exempt from 
the Callforma Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA") pursuant to Callforma's 
Adm1n1strat1ve Code Chapter 14 T1tle 3 Sect1on 15061 (b)(3), and 

2 Adopt the proposed MSTP Amendment for Arbor Street between Arroyo Boulevard 
and South Grand Avenue, des1gnat1ng Quercus engelmannu, Mesa Oak tree as the 
des1gnated street tree spec1es, 1n place of Ltnodendron tultptfera, Tuhp tree 

URBAN FORESTRY ADVISOR¥ COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 

On September 14, 2016, the Urban Forestry Adv1sory Comm1ttee unanimously 
supported the Department of Public Works' recommendation to amend the MSTP for 
Arbor Street between Arroyo Boulevard and South Grand Avenue, des1gnat1ng Quercus 
engelmannu, Mesa Oak tree as the designated street tree spec1es, 1n place of 
Ltnodendron tultptfera, Tuhp tree 

DESIGN COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 

On November 22, 2016, the Des1gn Comm1ss1on unanimously supported the 
Department of Public Works' recommendation to amend the MSTP for Arbor Street 
between Arroyo Boulevard and South Grand Avenue, des1gnat1ng Quercus 
engelmannu, Mesa Oak tree as the designated street tree spec1es, 1n place of 
Ltnodendron tuftptfera, Tulip tree 
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BACKGROUND: 

In May of 2016, the Department of Public Works removed f1ve Tulip trees from Arbor 
Street based on the1r cond1t1on Shortly follow1ng the removal of the Tulip trees, the 
Department rece1ved a request from a res1dent on Arbor Street to cons1der replac1ng the 
Tulip trees along Arbor Street w1th a more appropnate tree spec1es (Attachment A) 

Pursuant to the established procedure to amend the MSTP (Attachment B), staff 
prov1ded the requester w1th 

1 The C1ty's flow chart outllmng the MSTP amendment process, 

2 Educational matenals from the Cal Poly Urban Forest Tree Select1on GUide 
webs1te, and 

3 A document that provides answers to the most frequently asked quest1ons about 
the MSTP 

Staff met w1th res1dents of Arbor Street to answer quest1ons related to the MSTP 
amendment process and arboncultural cntena to cons1der for the replacement tree 
spec1es At the conclusion of that meet1ng, the Department rece1ved a spec1es-spec1f1c 
request to select Quercus engelmannu, Mesa Oak as the des1gnated tree spec1es for 
th1s sect1on of Arbor Street Staff determined Mesa Oak to be an appropnate 
replacement tree spec1es 1n light of the follow1ng cntena compat1b1llty w1th 
neighborhood des1gn such overhead power lines and parkway space, drought­
tolerance, and spec1es performance Staff had prev1ously 1dent1f1ed the Tulip tree as a 
poor performing spec1es w1th a h1gh mortality rate Staff supports the recommendation 
to adopt Mesa Oak as the designated tree spec1es for th1s sect1on of Arbor Street 1n 
place of Tulip tree 

Staff prepared a pet1t1on hst1ng all property owners 1n th1s street segment and prov1ded 1t 
to the res1dent who was serv1ng as the Street Coordinator for th1s request The pet1t1on 
(Attachment C) was s1gned by n1neteen of twenty-one res1dents and submitted to the 
C1ty 

COUNCIL POLICY CONSIDERATION: 

The proposed act1on of amend1ng the MSTP supports the C1ty Council's goal to 
Increase conservation and susta1nab1llty Amend1ng the MSTP also supports the Open 
Space & Conservation Element of the C1ty's General Plan by support1ng stewardship of 
natural resources and conservation 

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: 

Planting tree spec1es that are appropnate for the1r locat1on 1n the C1ty IS the goal of the 
MSTP Under Callforma's Adm1mstrat1ve Code Chapter 14 T1tle 3 Sect1on 15061 (b)(3), 
tree plant1ng 1s categoncally exempt The proposed MSTP amendment w11l ass1st 1n the 
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enhancement of the urban forest and 1s a demonstratton of the conttnued commttment 
to the development of sustatnable growth Extsttng healthy Ctty trees will not be 
removed as a result of th1s actton. Ctty trees that are removed through the City's 
standard removal process after the approval of thts amendment, and any current vacant 
planttng sttes respect1ve of thts amendment, will be replanted with the replacement tree 
spec1es, Mesa Oak I 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Amend1ng the MSTP wtll not result 1n any add1t1onal costs to the City. 

Prepared by: 

Approved by. 

STEVE MERMELL 
C1ty Manager 

Attachments (3} 

Attachment A - Letter Requesting MSTP Amendment for Arbor Street 
Attachment B - Procedure to Process Amendments to Master Street Tree Plan (MSTP) 
Attachment C - Petition Signatures for MSTP Amendment for Arbor Street 


