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SubJect Commerc1ahzmg Ne1ghborhoods/C1ty Council Tomght 

RE: Written Comment- Second Reading of Second-Unit Ordinance By City Council Tonight. {Agenda 
Item No.14) 
http //ww2 cityofpasadena netlcounctlagendas/2017%20Agendas/Feb 06 17/agenda asp 

(Copies to SRNA Board members) 

>>>>>>>>>>> 

Governor Brown has gone way over the top on Issues affectmg Pasadena neighborhoods, several of wh1ch have 
been flagged by the League of Cahforrua Cines as threats to local control 

ImpltcattOns for Pasadena nezgltborlwods are~· 

Zoning/Second Units: 

State plannmg law authonzes the legtslanve body of a ctty to regulate the "mtensity of land use" through local 
zorung codes 

On September 27, 2016 Gov Brown Signed legtslatlon cancelmg-out local zorung control of second uruts m 
restdenttal neighborhoods (SB 1069 and AB 2299) The legislation was fast-tracked and went mto effect 
January 1, 2017 

The state now deems tts own state housing needs a matter of over-ndmg necessity requmng that cttles gtve 
accelerated mtrusten al approval to second unit garage conversiOns and mtenor room rentals (boardmg house) m 
smgle-famtly/multt-famtly neighborhoods - wrule restrtctmg a city's abthty to regulate parkmg and setbacks 
The state wlll not provtde fundmg for costs associated wtth accelerated approval 

https //legmfo legislature ca gov/faces/blllNavChent xhtml?bill td=201520160SB1069 

The League of California Cities opposes thts State power grab 

"Tiwugh the League was able to secure amendments and take a neutral position (on other legzslatzon) •• . it 
remained opposed to SB 1069 (Wieckowski, Chapter 720, Statutes of2016), whiclt undercut Local parking 
requirements associated with second units . . . Witlt another robust discussion of affordable housing 
anticipated in 2017, cities should be prepared to co11tinue defe11di11g agai11st efforts to dictate land use from 
the state level and erode the role of community-based plan11ing." 

.02/06/2017 
Item 14 



http //www westemctty com/Westem-City/January-20 17/2016-Legislative-Y ear-m-Revtew/ 

Mayor Terry Tornek, quoted m the Star-News thts past week, warned 

"Titere will be 110 more single family zoning effectively anywlrere in tire state because any single family 
Ito use can be converted into a two family house. The vast majority of tire units that are constructed will not 
be affordable units. Tlte notion that this going to allevia.te our affordable housing circumstance is illusory. " 

http I lwww pasadenastarnews com/ govemment-and-po hbcs/20 1 70 131/pasadena-made-It-easier-to-convert­
your-garages-mto-a-rental-but-more-housmg-changes-commg 

C1ty staff reportedly wtll be exammmg tlus situatiOn over the next five months and wtll want commumty mput 

SRNA alerted membership in December 2016 and will continue to monitor. 

Mary Dee Romney, Prestdent 

San Rafael Netghborhoods Association (SRNA) 


