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Recommendation  

It is recommended that the City Council:  
1. Find that: 

a.The following proposed actions are exempt from review 

of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 

pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3);   

b. the Street Design Guide were supported by substantial 

evidence as summarized in the staff report;  

c. the Street Design Guide have been formally subjected 

to a public review process; and  

 
2. Adopt a resolution adopting the Street Design Guide to 

implement City’s Complete Streets policies.   
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Background 

In 2015 the City Council adopted an updated Mobility 
Element of the City’s General Plan that includes new goals 
and objectives, which address complete streets: 

• Streets should reflect neighborhood character and 
accommodate all users 

• Complete Streets: Streets should accommodate all users 
such as pedestrians, bicyclists, public transit, 
skateboarders, and scooters. 

• Streets should reflect individual neighborhood character 
and support healthy activities such as walking and 
bicycling. 
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Complete Streets Policy 

 

The proposed Street Design Guide is the implementation 
mechanism of the City’s Complete Streets policy, which: 

• focuses on applying the principles of context-sensitive 
solutions in transportation planning and in roadway design 
where community objectives support walkable 
communities, mixed land uses and support for pedestrians 
and bicyclists, whether it already exists or is a goal for the 
future; and 

• will influence future development projects, and will be 
incorporated into Specific Plan updates. 
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Community Outreach 

• Design Charrette with Planning, Public works, Fire, and 
Health Departments)- May 10, 2016 

• Design Commission (information Item- January 10, 2017) 

• Two Joint Community and TAC Meetings ( January 26th, 
and February 9th, 2017)  

• Playhouse Design and Physical Enhancement Committee 

• Reached out to Pasadena Completed Streets Coalition 
(PCSC) and Pasadena Chamber of Commerce- received 
comments from PCSC   
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PURPOSE OF THE GUIDELINES





A CHANGE IN FOCUS



Interstate

Minor Arterial

Collector

Principal Arterial

Local

ClassificationThe Conventional System



The Conventional System

Land Access



2013 Street Types Plan



Design Factors



Design Factors

Multi-Modal Function and Modal Emphasis



Design Factors

Context



ALLOCATION OF SPACE

THE CROSS-SECTION



ZONES OF THE STREET





DIMENSIONAL GUIDANCE

Based on National and Pasadena Best Practices



WHAT WILL CHANGE?



CRASH REDUCTION



VULNERABLE USERS

Bluebonnet Lane, Austin, TX 
Photo courtesy of PeopleForBikes

S Lake Ave between Oakwood & California Arroyo Pkwy between Glenarm & Fillmore



TAILORED CURBSPACE



Vehicular Crashes Generally Increase With Average Speed

Because It’s Safer?

Why Do We Design High Speed Roads?IMPROVED SAFETY



Knox Street – Dallas, TX (Demonstration Project)

Before Testing

Lane Widths and Speed



Lane Widths and Speed

Knox Street – Dallas, TX (Demonstration Project)



WHAT MIGHT CHANGE?



Union St. and Holliston Ave.



Union St. and Holliston Ave.



LINCOLN AVE AT TOOLEN PL



LINCOLN AVE AT TOOLEN PL



EAST COLORADO BLVD



EAST COLORADO BLVD



WHAT HAS BEEN DONE IN 
PASADENA?













THEY ARE MEANT TO GUIDE DESIGN

THESE ARE GUIDELINES, NOT A 
COOKBOOK
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Recommendation  

It is recommended that the City Council:  
1. Find that: 

a.The following proposed actions are exempt from review 

of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 

pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3);   

b. the Street Design Guide were supported by substantial 

evidence as summarized in the staff report;  

c. the Street Design Guide have been formally subjected 

to a public review process; and  

 
2. Adopt a resolution adopting the Street Design Guide to 

implement City’s Complete Streets policies.   
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