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o '6ear'liv1ayor Tornek and Councll Members,
“The Pasadena Chamber of Commerce is deep!y concerned wrth the fmancuai rmpacts the proposed _
polystyrene ban would have on our small and independent food service businesses. On top of the recent -
increases to minimum wage in Pasadena and California, the addition of costs, even in the 53000 to-

'$5000 per year range will have a dramatic impact on the financial well- being of many of the small, famrly _

-owned and operated restaurants and catermg services in Pasadena

During a small- busmess roundtable the Chamber hosted prior to the Mumclpal Servuces Commrttee )
o meetlng, Mayor Terry Tornek and Councul Member Andy Wilson heard directly from local restaurateurs
- who said that increasing costs pose a huge threat to their livelihoods. Whether it's the higher costs of
providing health care for employees, upcoming increases in the mlmmum wage or prlce hikes for food,
water and electnclty, they re mcreasmgly feeling pressure

‘That s part of the reason why they continue to use foam foodservice items they re'effective and

' affordable. Customers won’t burn their hands when they graba mornlng coffee. Customers’ to-go
lunches are still hot when they get back to the oft"ce and sauces, soups and other liquids don‘t soak:
'through the container. . :

o Alternatlve products on the other hand, are Iess effectlve than foam, yet they cost up to three tlmes

- more,  Anytime anyone is buying in buylng in bulk - whether it'sa horneless shelter, hospital, restaurant

or convenience store — — even small increases in costs can really harm a bottom line. As an example, the

’ Pasadena Unified School District said its costs increased by $100,000 after switching from foam. These

_increases can have ripple effects, too: When costs go up for business owners, prices likely WI" goup for
customers and hours could go down for employees, :

"Worse still, foam alternatlves cause even more waste when you consrder thej java jackets and extra cups
* needed to protect customers hands from hot drlnks or the extra heavy duty to-go contalners required
to-prevent food from leaking, That’ s Tikely why San Francisco saw an increase in paper cup lltter after

" ‘foam was banned there.

: -We aII want to keep Pasadena clean and beautiful. Unfortunately, this proposal won't achieve thatgoal
- because it simply substitutes one single-use product for another smgle-use product and it wull harm our
- city's economic foundatlon our small locally owned businesses.

While your staff and recvclin’g contractor be_moa‘n the iriefﬁc]e_ncy and cost of recycling polystyrene, I
~ believe the contract requires the recycling of polystyrene, whether it is cost-effective or not for-the. -
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- contractor. The City and its taxpayers are subsudlzmg the recycling of matenals in Pasadena, mcludmg
_ ~ polystyrene and other plastics. If the City of Pasadena is paying for a service, that service should be

-provided. We would all like to see every provision of the recycling contract enforced That is what we
are paying for, after all.

There is so much more the City of Pasadena could be devating staff time and money to that could have a
real and positive impact on our environment. The Pasadena Chamber of Commerce could be very
:supportive of measures to prevent all types of litter from enterlng our storm drains. We would happlly
support incentives to reduce water use among our small businesses through conservation and’
installation of fixtures that use less water. We would strongly support initiatives to incentivize
installation of solar power panels on flat-topped commercial bunldlngs and parking lots to reduce:
dependence on fossil fuel-generated power. We support encouraging recycling of plastic water bottles,
probably the single most littered item (after cigarette butts). Providing locking recycling cans for every
household to reduce theft of recyclables would also ensure more potentially recyclable material does
not _reach the landfill. (Often, the pilferers drop unwan_ted material in the street or place it in the regular
trash can where it ends up in the landfill.) All of these could be more effective at enhancing our ’
environment than a polystyrene ban, and none would i impose an unfair financial burden on your local
small busmesses

Our concerns reflect the added fi nancial burden banning polystyrene would place on our small, Iocally-
owned restaurants who are faced with yet another added cost to do business i in Pasadena (along with

the negligible |mpact banning polystyrene would have on our enwronment)
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