
Ordinance Fact Sheet 
( 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: December 5, 2016 

FROM: CITY ATTORNEY 

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING 
PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 14 AND ADOPTING TITLE 24 
OF THE CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS INCORPORATING 
THE 2016 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE AND APPENDIX CHAPTERS 
C, D, H, I, AND J; THE 2016 CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL BUILDING 
CODE AND APPENDIX E, G AND H; THE 2016 CALIFORNIA 
MECHANICAL CODE; THE 2016 CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE; THE 
2016 CALIFORNIA ELECTRICAL CODE; THE 2016 CALIFORNIA FIRE 
CODE; AND THE 2016 CALIFORNIA GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS 
CODE 

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING PASADENA 
MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 14 AND ADOPTING TITLE 24 OF THE 
CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS INCORPORATING THE 2016 CALIFORNIA 
BUILDING CODE AND APPENDIX CHAPTERS C, D, H, I, AND J; THE 2016 
CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL BUILDING CODE AND APPENDIX E, G AND H; THE 
2016 CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE; THE 2016 CALIFORNIA PLUMBING 
CODE; THE 2016 CALIFORNIA ELECTRICAL CODE; THE 2016 CALIFORNIA FIRE 
CODE; AND THE 2016 CALIFORNIA GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS CODE 

PURPOSE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE: 

The State has adopted the California Bu1ldmg Code, F1re Code, and other related 
codes By adoptmg the proposed ordmance the C1ty adopts and amends these codes 
m order to better meet local cond1t1ons and needs If the C1ty does not adopt and make 
1ts local amendments these state codes w1ll apply ts·the C1ty as wntten 
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BACKGROUND: 

Every three years the Califorma BUilding Standards Comm1ss1on adopts a new set of 
bUJidmg codes wh1ch mclude bUJid1ng, res1dent1al, electncal, mechanical, plumbing, f1re 
and green bUJid1ng standards Local junsd1ct1ons must adopt and enforce these adopted 
codes and apply the m1mmum reqUirements to all construction proJects that f1le a 
bUilding perm1t application after January 1, 2017 Local JUnsdlcttons may amend the 
State regulation to address Issues of local or reg1onal Importance such as f1re or 
earthquake hazards or a des1re to seek Increased energy eff1c1enc1es However these 
changes cannot be less restnct1ve than otherw1se mandated by the State 

The previous amendments to these codes are beJng earned forward from the prev1ous 
code cycle There are, however, three new requirements for bUJidJng permits These 
amendments (Sections 14 04 020, 14 04 022, and 14 04 024) will establish construction 
time 1Im1ts, construction sign reqUirements, and construction fencing 

On November 14, 2016, the C1ty Council approved the adopt1on and amendment of the 
State codes and Instructed the C1ty Attorney to prepare an ordinance 

REASON WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED: 

The C1ty's ordinances relat1ng to bUJid1ng and f1re codes were established by ordinance 
and must be amended by ord1nance 

PROGRAM. DEPARTMENT. OR GROUPS AFFECTED: 

The overs1ght of the bu1ld1ng codes IS w1th the Planning and Commun1ty Development 
Department The oversight of the f1re codes 1s w1th the F1re Department 

ENVIRONMENTAL: 

The adoption and amendment of the bu1ld1ng and f1re codes IS exempt from CEQA 
pursuant to GUideline section 15061 (b)(3) where there IS no poss1b11Ity the proJect may 
have a s1gmf1cant effect on the environment 
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FISCAL IMPACT: 

All costs assoc1ated w1th 1mplement1ng these code changes w1ll be recovered through 
the adopted fees 

- NK RHEMREV 
Assistant C1ty Attorney 

App~:ed by A 
~~ 
STEVE MERMELL 
C1ty Manager 
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Respectfully submitted, 

~~du~ 
MICHELE BEAL BAG IS 
C1ty Attorney 


