








































































































































































ATTACHMENT P 

Planning and Community Development 
Memorandum Regarding Exemption 

Status of the Proposed Project 

(4 pages) 



ATTACHEMNT P 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Charles Peretz, Parks and Natural Resources Administrator, Department of Public 
Works 

FROM: John Bellas, Environmental Coordinator, Planning & Community 
Development Department 

DATE: January 22, 2015 

SUBJECT: EXEMPTION STATUS OF THE PROPOSED LOWER ARROYO ARCHERY 
RANGE PROJECT 

In response to the Department of Public Works’ inquiry, this memorandum discusses whether the 
proposed Lower Archery Range Project qualifies for a categorical exemption from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  The proposed project consists of physical improvements to the 
Lower Archery Range and program and policy changes that further restrict the use of the Archery 
Range area.  The proposed physical improvements consist of: 

1. Removal of the unofficial path which bisects the interior of the range: An informal path
currently exists that bisects the archery shooting lanes.  This informal path is not included
as an approved trail in the Lower Arroyo Master Plan (LAMP).  The path is approximately
1,630 linear feet in length and developed over time as a result of passive recreation use
and archery range maintenance activities.  The proposed project would eliminate this path
and discourage unauthorized future use.

2. Relocation of approximately 150 linear feet of trail to relocate targets onto public
property and maintain regulation shooting distances:  The proposed project would
construct at least one new target and may require the relocation of several others.  Targets
would be of a similar type to the existing targets.  Target locations will be on public park
land and established in a manner that meets distance and separation requirements, while
minimizing impacts, if any, to existing vegetation. Corresponding to the relocated targets,
shooting lanes and positions would also be modified, which could involve minor brush
clearance and tree pruning and the placement of flush-mounted shooting location markers
of a similar type to existing markers used throughout the range.  Vegetation removal and
trimming would be consistent with regular ongoing maintenance activities of the existing
shooting lanes and throughout the archery course. Work would be performed by hand and
through the use of a small tractor or similar equipment. Additionally, approximately 150
linear feet of the archers trail would be realigned to accommodate the new shooting
lanes/positions.  Establishing the realigned trail would involve the clearing of ground level
vegetation.  No trees will be removed.  All tree trimming and brush removal will occur in
compliance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and will be conducted by individuals trained
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to comply therewith.  Any necessary grading would be performed by hand and/or with a 
Bobcat or similar sized machine, which may also be needed to move boulders.  Trail 
construction would be consistent with the type of construction used to improve/extend the 
existing trail adjacent to the Archery Range in 2005. The existing trial would be obliterated 
through the removal of cobble barrier and scarifying the trail surface.  Native vegetation 
could be re-established through seed or container planting.   

3. Posting of rules for use of the archery range: Regulatory signage would be placed in
appropriate locations.  Directional signage would also be installed at appropriate intervals to
delineate the Archery Range boundary.  These signs will be reviewed by the City’s Design
Commission and have been previously reviewed by the Recreation and Parks Commission.

4. Installation of natural barrier, consisting of rocks and plants to separate archery and
other park uses: The proposed project includes installing a natural barrier along the edge
of the archers trail consistent with the Lower Arroyo Master Plan.  The barrier would consist
of placed Arroyo-sourced stones (cobbles and larger) and native landscape plantings.  An
irrigation system would be installed for the purpose of providing supplemental irrigation
during a plant establishment period, typically about 2 years.  A small trenching unit, either
walk behind or tractor mounted, would be used to dig the irrigation line trenches.  Trenching
for the irrigation line would occur either within the trail footprint or the adjacent barrier area.
Stone placement would require stones to be imported to the site by truck (passenger truck
size).  Movement and placement of the stones onsite may also involve the use of a small
tractor.

The proposed project fits within the categorical exemption set forth in State CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15301 (Existing Facilities).  Section 15301 states, “Class 1 consists of the operation, 
repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or private 
structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features, involving negligible or no 
expansion of use beyond that existing at the time of the lead agency’s determination.”  Section 
15301 includes examples of projects that qualify for this categorical exemption, but also specifies 
that the list of examples is, “not intended to be all inclusive of the types of projects which might fall 
within Class 1. The key consideration is whether the project involves negligible or no expansion of 
an existing use.” 

The proposed project consists of modifying an existing public facility (i.e., a City park) to allow for 
continued use of the facility for archery purposes.  The proposed project does not expand the 
capacity of the Archery Range or the Lower Arroyo Seco Park.  Conversely, the proposed project 
has the potential to reduce the use of the park, due to the proposed program and policy changes 
that further restrict the use of the Archery Range area.  Since the proposed project consists of the 
minor alteration of an existing public facility involving negligible or no expansion of use, the 
proposal meets the project criteria requirements of CEQA’s Class 1 Categorical Exemption.  

The State CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 identifies five “exceptions” to the use of the Class 1 
Categorical Exemption.  As described in the following bullets, none of these exceptions apply to 
the proposed project: 

• Cumulative Impact (State CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2(b)): There are no other related
past, present, or reasonably foreseeable probable future projects that, when considered in
combination with the project, would result in a significant cumulative environmental impact.
Likewise, the proposed project would not cause a cumulatively considerable incremental effect
on a significant cumulative impact.
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• Significant Effect (State CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2(c)):  There is no reasonable
possibility that the proposed project would have a significant effect on the environment, nor are
there any unusual circumstances.  There are no unusual circumstances related to the land, air,
water, minerals, flora, fauna, or noise conditions of the project area.  The air quality impacts
generated by the work are limited to emissions from a passenger truck or two and/or tractor,
and fine particulate matter (dust) raised through hand digging or minor tractor excavation.
There will be no traffic impacts arising from the handful of vehicles necessary to undertake the
project.  The site does not contain any unique topographic or geographic features, natural
water features, or valuable minerals.  According to the Terrestrial Natural Plant Communities of
the Lower Arroyo Master Plan graphic in Appendix C of the Arroyo Seco Master Plan Master
Environmental Impact Report (EIR)1, the archers trail area, including the proposed realignment
area is comprised of “R – Ruderal” vegetation, and the removal of this type of vegetation is not
potentially significant.  Brush and tree work would be conducted in compliance with the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act by individuals trained to comply therewith.  Additionally, there are no
unique aesthetic features of the site that would be significantly affected by the proposed
project, and the site will retain its open space character after completion of the project.  See the
following bullets for the potential for environmental effects related to scenic highways,
hazardous waste sites, and historical resources.

• Scenic Highways (State CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2(d)): The project site is not within
the view of any state scenic highways.  The only designated state scenic highway in the City of
Pasadena is the Angeles Crest Highway (State Highway 2), which located north of Arroyo Seco
Canyon in the extreme northwest portion of the City.

• Hazardous Waste Sites (State CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2(e)): The project is not
located on a site which is included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the
Government Code, including the State of California Hazardous Waste and Substances Sites
List of sites published by California Environmental Protection Agency (CAL/EPA).  See the
attached GeoTracker map depicting listed hazardous waste sites in the project area (source:
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/map, accessed January 22, 2015).

• Historical Resources (State CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2(f)): The proposed project would
not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historic resource.  The
Pasadena Arroyo Parks and Recreation District, which includes the Central and Lower Arroyo
Seco, is listed in the National Register of Historic Places.  The Lower Arroyo contributed to the
historical significance of the area as a result of its historic use for recreation.   The configuration
of the archery range is not identified as a contributing element.  In any event, the configuration
would not change under this proposal, and instead the informal path would be removed to
return the overall Archery range to its intended configuration.

Since the proposal meets the project criteria requirements of CEQA’s Class 1 Categorical 
Exemption identified in the State CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 (Existing Facilities) and none of 
the exceptions identified in State CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 apply, the proposed project 
qualifies for a categorical exemption from CEQA.  

End of memo. 

1 Master Environmental Impact Report for the Arroyo Seco Master Plan, State Clearinghouse Number 
2000091062, Certified April 14, 2003. 
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Attachment 
GeoTracker Map of the Project Area 

(Source: https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/map, accessed January 22, 2015)
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