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State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #
PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial
NRHP Status Code 4S1
Other Listings
Review Code Reviewer Date
Page (1) of (3) Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder) The Bellegrove Apartments
P1. Other Identifier:
P2. Location: [CINot for Publication Unrestricted a.County Los Angeles
and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
b. USGS 7.5’ Quad Date T iR ; Ya of Y of Sec ;
c. Address: 833-841, 843-853, 855-861 South Orange Grove Boulevard City Pasadena Zip 91105
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/linear resources) ; mE/ mN

e. Other Locational Data: Assessor's Parcel Number: 5718-008-(multiple lots)

P3a. Description (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, and se

Built in 1956 by prolific Pasadena architect Harold J. Bissner, The Bellegrove apartment complex consists of three buildings: 843-
853 is two-stories, “L"-shaped, with six units and is the most prominent of the three. To the west, 833-841 is three stories,
rectangular and has five units. And 855-861, to the south, is two-stories, mostly rectangular and with four units. Designed in the
International Style of Modern architecture, the buildings have a pronounced Asian influence in their execution. An almost flat,
hipped roof with deep overhangs shelters the apartments. Exteriors are finished in medium-smooth stucco. Several of the windows
on the primary elevations are large, fixed, with wood frames and located on corners. Some windows are fixed, multi-pane grids with
wood muntins. There are also jalousie windows in less prominent locations. Horizontal bands of aluminum-framed ceiling to floor
plate glass and sliding glass doors face the long second story bailcony and first floor patios of the 843-853 building. Delicate steel
posts support the stucco-sided balconies and broad roof overhangs. A decorative wood frame horizontally projects from the north
roofline near these apartment entrances. Opagque fiberglass panels with wood frames are used throughout the complex in bands
and grids in reference to Japanese Shoji screens. The inside of the “L” shelters an exposed staircase with pebble-embedded
concrete steps. A small Japanese garden lies below the stairs.

(Continued on page 3)

P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP3 — Multiple Family Property
P4. Resources Present [XBuilding [1Structure [JObject [Site [District [JElement of District [JOther (Isolates, etc.)

hotograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures, and objects P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,
¥ L Ve 'i\-i\ _‘"’-' -‘”f_,’ accession #)
: ; View of east and north elevations.
June, 2002

P6. Date Constructed/Age and Sources:
[JPrehistoric XHistoric []Both
1956 — City of Pasadena Building Permits.

P7. Owner and Address
Multiple property owners.

P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, and
address)

Peter Moruzzi

Historic Resources Consultant

2935 Angus Street, Los Angeles, CA 90039

P9. Date Recorded: July 5, 2002

P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive survey.

None.
Attachments [ JNONE B Continuation Sheet [CDistrict Record [JRock Art Record [CJOther: (List)
[Location Map BdBuilding, Structure, and Object Record [CJLinear Feature Record [JArtifact Record
[Sketch Map [JArchaeological Record [CIMilling Station Record  [JPhotograph Record

DPR 523A (1/95) City of Pasadena



State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD
Page (2) of (3) NRHP Status Code 4S1

Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder) The Bellegrove Apartments

B1. Historic Name: The Bellegrove Apartments
B2. Common Name: Same.
B3. Original Use: Muitiple Family Residence B4. Present Use: Multiple Family Residence
B5. Architectural Style: International Style (with Asian Modern influences)
B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)
November 20, 1956. 833-841 S. Orange Grove. Five units and carports. Permit # 2401-N, Value: $§73,000.

B7. Moved? [¥{No [JYes [JUnknown Date: Original Location:
B8. Related Features:

Mature trees and landscaping in front yard, along sidewalk and between buildings. River pebble embedded concrete

walkways.
B9a. Architect: Harold J. Bissner b. Builder: N.R. Whitlock (owner)
B10. Significance: Theme: Muitiple Family Housing Area:
Period of Significance: 1956 Property Type: Multiple Family Property Applicable Criteria: C

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period and geogaphic scope. Also Address integrity).

This property may become eligible for individual listing in the National Register of Historic Places once it becomes old enough to
meet the Register’s 50-year requirement. It is an intact, well-executed example of International Style architecture with Asian
architectural styling as applied to a multi-family garden development in post-WWII Pasadena.

Architect Harold J. Bissner (1901-1988) was a 70 year resident of Pasadena who designed dozens of houses, apartments, and
commercial buildings in the city in a variety of styles. Bissner specialized in Spanish Colonial Revival and Monterey Revival styles
in the 1920s and early 1930s. In the late 1930s and early 1940s, Bissner built a number of Ranch style residential and commercial
buildings. In the postwar years, as Bissner and Zook architects, the firm worked mostly in the Modern style.

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP3 — Multiple Family Property

B12. References: (Sketch Map with north arrow required.)
City of Pasadena Building Permits.

B13. Remarks:

B14. Evaluator: John Steinmeyer

Date of Evaluation: July 5 2002

(This space reserved for official comments.)




State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #

CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial
NRHP Status Code 451

Page (3) of(3) Resource Nameor#: The Bellegrove Apartments Continuation [OUpdate

P3a. Description (continued from page 1):

Concrete paths embedded with smooth river pebbles and bordered with larger river rocks bisect dense foliage of oriental
inspiration: hamboo, sculpted pine, and varieties of subtropical plants. An mature pine tree shades the entire corner building.
Unpainted concrete block walls with inline joints bordering the gardens and patios also suggest Asian formality. Both of the two-
story buildings have interior and exterior painted brick chimneys. The three-story building is more International Style with its
three floors of ribbon windows divided by plain stucco walls. Narrow steel posts rise from the ground floor to support the deep
overhangs. Decorative wooden frames project over aluminum sliding windows on the first and second floors. Dense
landscaping and large shade trees fill the front yard. A row of ten, double car garages is located on the southwest side of the
property. The buildings and grounds are well maintained and mostly original.

B10. Significance (continued from page 2):

P5b. Description/Date of Photo: 833-841 Building, north elevation, June 2002.

P8. Recorded by: Peter Moruzzi
P9. Date Recorded: July 5, 2002

DPR 523L (1/95) City of Pasadena



