
Ordinance Fact Sheet 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: MAY 20, 2013 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 13.14 OF THE PASADENA 
MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED "UNDERGROUND UTILITIES 
DISTRICTS" SECTIONS 13.14.020, 13.14.030, 13.14.050, 13.14.100 AND 
13.14.110 

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL AMENDING CHAPTER 13.14 OF THE 
PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED "UNDERGROUND UTILITIES 
DISTRCTS" SECTIONS 13.14.020, 13.14.030, 13.14.050, 13.14.100 AND 13.14.110 

PURPOSE OF ORDINANCE: 

This amendment provides two options to properties within underground utility districts. The 
options provided are: A) a property owner can provide a right of entry to the City and the City 
will install, at City's expense, the conduits and other necessary materials to convert the property 
to underground utilities or; B) a property owner can have the work performed by a private 
contractor and be reimbursed up to $3,000 by the City. The Chapter is also being updated to 
eliminate references to the Board of Directors and replacing those references with the City 
Council. On January 14, 2013, the City Council directed preparation of this Ordinance. 

REASON WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED: 

In the past, the financial hardship of a few property owners has greatly slowed the completion of 
undergrounding the utilities in districts. This amendment would benefit the property owners 
within a project area by eliminating financial hardship and enable the City to accelerate the 
completion of underground projects. 
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PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS OR GROUPS AFFECTED: 

Adoption of this Ordinance will enable the Public Works department to accelerate the 
completion of the underground project. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

This additional cost to implement this ordinance change will be approximately $1,500 per 
property. Sufficient funds in the amount of $2,372,897 are available in the unencumbered 
balance of the Underground Utilities Surtax Fund. An increase in appropriations based on the 
projected number of affected property owners per utility district would be allocated during the 
FY 2014-2018 Capital Improvement Budget. 

Prepared by: 

rad L. Fuller 
Assistant City Attorney 

Concurred By: 

u-----~= City Manager 

Respectfully submitted, 

~~· Michele Beal BagneriS 
City Attorney 
















