
Ordinance Fact Sheet 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: February 25, 2013 

FROM: CITY ATTORNEY 

SUBJECT: AN URGENCY ORDINANCE TEMPORARILY PROHIBITING 
RECYCLING CENTERS 

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE 

AN INTERIM URGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA 
TEMPORARILY PROHIBITING THE APPROVAL OF NEW RECYCLING FACILITIES, 
THE EXPANSION OR MODIFICATION OF EXISTING FACILITIES, AND THE 
RESUMPTION OF DISCONTINUED LEGAL NONCONFORMING STATUS FOR 
RECYCLING FACILITIES 

PURPOSE OF ORDINANCE 

This ordinance imposes an initial 45 day moratorium on the approval of new recycling 
facilities, the expansion or modification of existing facilities, and the resumption of 
discontinued legal nonconforming facilities. 

REASON WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED 

Council is concerned about the secondary impacts recycling facilities are currently 
having on nearby land uses, including the accumulation of trash in and around the 
facilities, excessive noise, loitering, transient activity, traffic congestion, public 
drunkenness and general property upkeep and maintenance issues. These impacts 
affect the public health, safety and welfare of surrounding neighborhoods. The Planning 
Department has been asked to study the issue to determine the extent of the problem 
and whether there is a planning solution, and needs adequate time to do so during 
which no new, expanded, modified or resumed facilities can come in and negatively 
impact the City's ability to regulate any negative effects. 

MEETING OF _ 0_2_1_2_5_/2_0_1_3_ 

AGENDA ITEM NO. __ 1_5 __ _ 



PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS OR GROUPS AFFECTED 

The Planning and Development Department will implement the moratorium. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

There will not be an immediate fiscal impact as a result of this temporary moratorium. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION 

Prior to first reading, Council is being asked to find that the interim ordinance is 
statutorily exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). CEQA Guidelines Section 15060 (C)(2) states that projects which will not 
result in a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment 
are not subject to CEQA. The exemptions from CEQA pursuant to Section 15262 apply 
to projects that involve only feasibility or planning studies for possible future actions 
which the City has not approved, adopted, or funded, and does not involve adoption of a 
plan that will have a legally binding effect on later activities. 

Prepared by: 

~~ 
Theresa E. Fuentes 
Assistant City Attorney 

Michael . eck 
City Manager 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michele Beal Bagneris 
City Attorney 












