
Agenda Report 

I 
I TO: 

J February 25, 2013 

Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Planning & Community Development Department 

SUBJECT: AMENDMENT TO PMC CHAPTER 2.75- TO ALLOW HISTORIC 
DISTRICTS LISTED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC 
PLACES TO HAVE A VOTING REPRESENTATIVE ON THE HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council: 

1. Find that the proposed code amendment is exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 
15061 (b)(3) (General Rule); 

2. Direct the City Clerk to file a Notice of Exemption with the County Recorder; 

3. Find that the proposed amendment is in conformance with the goals, policies, 
and objectives of the General Plan; 

4. Find that the proposed amendment would not be detrimental to the public 
interest, health, safety, convenience, or general welfare of the City; 

5. Approve the proposed amendment to PMC Chapter 2. 75 to allow historic districts 
listed in the National Register of Historic Places to have a voting representative 
on the Historic Preservation Commission; and 

6. Direct the City Attorney's office to prepare an ordinance codifying this 
amendment and return within 60 days for first reading. 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 

At a public meeting on November 5, 2012, the Historic Preservation Commission 
recommended that the City Council approve the proposed amendment to PMC Chapter 
2. 75 to allow historic districts listed in the National Register of Historic Places to have a 
voting representative on the Historic Preservation Commission. i 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Currently, PMC 2. 75 allows for each landmark district to be represented on the Historic 
Preservation Commission by a resident of the district (nominated by the neighborhood 
association of the applicable landmark district). This representative is not considered a 
full Commission member, but he or she may participate in those issues and items that 
are applicable to the representative's district and shall have equal voting rights on such 
issues and items. 

PMC 2. 75 is does not include language that allows historic districts listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places to have the same representation. However, under the City's 
Historic Preservation Ordinance (PMC 17.62), projects affecting all historic resources in 
both landmark districts and historic districts listed in the National Register are reviewed 
by the Commission under the same review procedures. In order to give landmark 
districts and historic districts equal standing, staff recommends that the text of PMC 
2.75.030 (Membership-Appointment and Terms) be modified by a code amendment to 
include historic district representation. 

The City's Zoning Code defines "landmark district" as: A grouping of properties that 
meets the criteria of Section 17.62.040F (local landmark districts) and is so designated 
by the City Council. The Zoning Code defines a "historic district" as: A district listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places. In order to include historic district 
representation, the term "historic district" will be added after every reference to 
"landmark district" in PMC §2. 75.030. 

BACKGROUND: 

Landmark and Historic Districts and Review Procedures 

The City has 18 City-designated landmark districts and 18 historic districts listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places (Attachment D). The criteria for listing of a historic 
district in the National Register are very similar, but slightly more restrictive, than the 
criteria used for designation of a City landmark district. National Register Historic 
Districts typically require a higher percentage of contributing properties (e.g., houses or 
buildings that retain their historic and/or architectural integrity) than City landmark 
districts. 

The applicable design guidelines for projects in National Register Historic Districts and 
City landmark districts are the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation 
(published by the National Park Service); and the City's 2002 Design Guidelines for 
Historic Districts in the City of Pasadena, which are based on the Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. The Commission reviews major projects (e.g., 
demolitions, substantial new construction, and new designations) at a noticed public 
hearing. The Director (Design & Historic Preservation staff) reviews minor projects 
(e.g., minor additions and alterations). 
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PMC Chapter 2. 75 establishes the Historic Preservation Commission and its purpose, 
membership, qualifications, duties and other rules and regulations. Section 2.75.030.B 
of this chapter allows for City landmark district representatives to be appointed to the 
Historic Preservation Commission to participate in and vote on "issues and items that 
are applicable to the representative's district." This section applies only to landmark 
districts and not historic districts listed in the National Register. 

The Historic Preservation Commission is currently made up of nine regular members. If 
a project is located in a City landmark district then a representative of that district 
participates in the commission discussion with equal voting rights for that one item. The 
representative of each City landmark district is not considered a commission member. 
Each City landmark district nominates their representative. There are currently 18 City 
landmark districts. 

This code amendment would give the National Register historic districts the same level 
of participation as the local City landmark districts. Similar to the City landmark districts 
the representative would not be considered a commissioner and when the discussion 
and vote regarding the particular historic district is complete the representative would 
step down and the Commission would continue the meeting with its nine regular 
members. There are currently 18 National Register historic districts. 

Existing National Register Districts 

With approval of the code amendment, each historic district listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places would be allowed to have a representative participate in 
Commission meetings and vote on items related to the district they represent. The 
National Register historic districts are listed below and also depicted in a map included 
in Attachment 0: 

Arroyo Terrace Marguerita Lane Pasadena Playhouse 
Bristol-Cypress New Fair Oaks Pegfair Estates 

Bungalow Heaven Old Pasadena Poppy Peak 
Civic Center Orange Heights-Barnhart Prospect 

Financial 
Ford Place Pasadena Arroyo Parks & Raymond-Summit 

Recreation 
Lower Arroyo Seco Pasadena Civic Center South Marengo 
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: 

The proposed action is a change to the municipal code to allow historic districts listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places to have a voting representative on the Historic 
Preservation Commission. This action has been determined to be exempt from the 
CEQA process pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15061 (b)(3), the general 
rule that CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a significant 
effect on the environment. Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no 
possibility that the activity in question, such as extending an existing contract, may have 
a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA. 

This action does not have the potential to for causing a significant effect on the 
environment and is therefore exempt from CEQA per Section 15061 (b )(3) (General 
Rule). 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

There is no fiscal impact to the City as a result of this action. 

Attachments: 
A. Draft Text Amendment- PMC 2.75 
B. Existing PMC 2. 75 

NI,AICP 
Director of Planning & Community 
Development Department 

CUL4 
Leon White 
Principal Planner 

C. Zoning Code Excerpt- Definition of "Landmark District" and "Historic District" 
D. Map of Historic Districts Listed in the National Register of Historic Places 
































