
Agenda Report 

September 10, 2012 

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Planning and Community Development Department 

SUBJECT: DESIGNATION OF THREE TREES AT AURORA LAS ENCINAS 
HOSPITAL AS LANDMARK TREES 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the City Council: 

1. Find that the designation of a historic resource is categorically exempt from the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA Guidelines §15308: Class 8- Actions 
by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment); 

2. Find that trees numbered 947, 834 and 406 at 300 S. San Gabriel Boulevard & 2810 
E. Del Mar Boulevard meet landmark tree designation criterion 1 in P.M.C. 
§17.62.040(E) because they are among the largest or oldest trees of their species 
located in the City; 

3. Approve the designation of three landmark trees on the properties at 300 S. San 
Gabriel Boulevard and 2810 E. Del Mar Boulevard; 

4. Adopt a resolution approving a Declaration of Landmark Tree Designation for 300 S. 
San Gabriel Boulevard and 2810 E. Del Mar Boulevard, Pasadena, California; 

5. Authorize the Mayor to execute a Declaration of Landmark Tree Designation for 300 
S. San Gabriel Boulevard and 2810 E. Del Mar Boulevard, Pasadena, California; 
and 

6. Direct the City Clerk to record the declaration with the Los Angeles County 
Recorder. 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 

On Monday, July 16, 2012, the Historic Preservation Commission recommended that 
the City Council approve the designation of three landmark trees at Aurora Las Encinas 
Hospital under criterion 1 of PMC §17.62.040 (E). 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

The three nominated trees at Aurora Las Encinas Hospital are eligible for designation 
as landmark trees because they are among the largest or oldest trees of their species 
located in the City. 

BACKGROUND: 

On May 3, 2012, the property owner, Aurora Las Encinas Hospital, submitted an 
application for designation of three trees on their property as landmark trees. The staff 
evaluated the trees according to the criteria in Title 17 of the P.M.C. and determined 
that the trees qualify for designation as a landmark trees. The application was 
mandated by a condition of approval of the Las Encinas Hospital Master Plan, which 
was approved by the City Council on September 21, 2009. One of the trees required to 
be designated in the conditions of approval (tree #835) died in 201 0; therefore, a tree of 
similar size and location is now proposed to be designated in its place (tree #834). 

Description 

Property Data 

• Addresses: The overall property is comprised of four separate Assessor's 
parcels with addresses of 300 S. San Gabriel Boulevard, 2810 E. Del Mar 
Boulevard, 2900 E. Del Mar Boulevard and 2954 E. Del Mar Boulevard - , 
Pasadena, CA 91107. Two of the trees are on the property at 300 S. San 
Gabriel Boulevard and the third is on the property at 2810 E. Del Mar 
Boulevard. 

• Location: South side of East Del Mar Boulevard between S. San Gabriel 
Boulevard and El Nido Avenue 

• Date of Construction: Las Encinas Hospital was established in 1904 and 
largely developed through 1929. Additional buildings and additions were 
constructed through 1979 (source: Draft National Register nomination for Las 
Encinas Hospital Historic District) 

• Original Owner: Since 1904, the owner has been Las Encinas Hospital 
(source: Draft National Register nomination for Las Encinas Hospital Historic 
District) 

• Original Architects: Myron Hunt & Elmer Grey, Clarence L. Jay 
• Original/Present Use: Mental Health Care Facility 
• Property Size: 24.7 acres (source: Final EIR for Las Encinas Hospital Master 

Plan) 
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Description of Trees 

The following chart outlines the characteristics of the trees that are nominated for 
designation: 

Tree Species Common DBH Height Spread No. of 
Number Name Trunks 
947 Quercus Coast Live 49inches 60 feet 80 feet 1 

agrifolia Oak 
834 Quercus Coast Live 57 inches 50 feet 70 feet 1 

agrifolia Oak 
406 Leptospermum Australian 32.1 20 feet 35 feet 3 

laevigatum tea tree inches 

A map of the location of the trees is included in Attachment B and photos of the trees 
are in Attachment C. 

ANALYSIS: 

Tree numbers 834 and 947 at 300 S. San Gabriel Boulevard and tree number 406 at 
2810 E. Del Mar boulevard are eligible for designation under Criterion 1 (PMC 
§17.62.040(E)), which states, "[They are] one of the largest or oldest trees of the 
species located in the City." 

Based on information included with the application from Cy Carlberg, Registered 
Consulting Arborist, the two oak trees (tree numbers 834 & 94 7) are likely many 
centuries old and were established prior to the development of the property for Las 
Encinas Hospital. The age of the trees would indicate that they were established during 
the time when the property was part of the San Gabriel Mission, which was established 
in 1771. The Australian Tea Tree is a unique tree that was likely planted in the early 
development of the hospital by one of its founders who was interested in creating an 
arboretum-like feel on the property. The tree is likely over 100 years old. 

Effects of Landmark Tree Designation 

Because of their size, the three trees are already protected by the Tree Protection 
Ordinance and, along with many other trees on the Las Encinas Hospital campus, are 
proposed to be retained as part of the Master Plan for the property. Upon designation 
as landmark trees, pruning of the trees will require review "to assure that the pruning 
shall be conducted according to the most recent standards of the International Society 
of Arboriculture (PMC §8.52.070(C)). The Tree Protection Ordinance also prohibits 
relocation of landmark trees. 



Landmark Tree Designation- 300 S. San Gabriel Blvd. & 2810 E. Del Mar Blvd. 
September 10, 2012 
Page 4 of 5 

COUNCIL POLICY CONSIDERATION: 

The General Plan Open Space & Conservation Element- Urban Forest Goal: Protect 
and enhance Pasadena's trees on public and privately owned land. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: 

Class 8 exemptions consists of actions taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by 
state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or 
protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves procedures for the 
protection of the environment. 
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FISCAL IMPACT: 

There is no fiscal impact as a result of this action and it will not have any indirect or 
support cost requirements. 

Attachments (3): 

Attachment A- Application Materials 
Attachment B - Map of Tree Locations 
Attachment C - Photographs 

Respectfully submitted, 

Director of Planning 










