
Ag r1da 

TO: 

FROM: 

Honorable Mayor and City Council 

Department of Public Works 

December 17, 2012 

SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUES TO HONOR 
PASADENA CASTING CLUB DONORS 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council: 

1. Find that the activity described herein is exempt from environmental review per 
Section 15061 (b) (3) the General Rule. The proposed monument will not result 
in any potentially significant effects to the environment; and 

2. Approve the request to install four small plaques on the Casting Pond premises 
in honor of Pasadena Casting Club Donors. 

RECOMMENDATION OF RECREATION AND PARKS COMMISSION: 

At the June 20, 2012 meeting, the Recreation and Parks Commission voted 5-1 to 
support the proposed project to honor Pasadena Casting Club Donors. 

BACKGROUND: 

The Pasadena Casting Club, a fly casting and conservation club that has served the 
City of Pasadena for 65 years, contacted the City and requested permission to mount 
four plaques in pads on the deck surrounding the Casting Pond in honor of those who 
made large donations to the pond's renovation project. 

Founded in 1947, the Casting Club offers the public inexpensive and free fly casting 
classes. Originally located in Oak Grove Park in the late 1940s, this organization 
moved to the Lower Arroyo Seco Park in the 1950s where it is currently located. 

As a non-profit organization, the Casting Club relies on volunteerism and financial 
donations to supplement its modest operating budget. To generate revenue for the 
Casting Pond Renovation Project, the Casting Club started a capital campaign in 2008. 
The campaign generated sufficient revenue to provide the Club's $32,000 contribution 

MEETING OF 12/17/2012 AGENDA ITEM NO. ---=2=--



Pasadena Casting Club Donors 
December 17, 2012 
Page 2 of 3 

towards the project, as well as fund landscaping around the premises and other minor 
improvements. 

To recognize the largest campaign contributors, the Casting Club proposes the 
placement of four small commemorative plaques. Three of these plaques will honor the 
early donors who generated initial excitement and momentum for the project. The 
Casting Club wishes to embed these three 5-inch by 7 -inch plaques into one of the 
concrete "casting" squares on the north side of the casting pond. The fourth plaque will 
recognize the City's completion of the renovation and its on-going commitment to the 
organization by mounting an 8-inch by 11-inch plaque into a medium size granite river 
rock. The river rock will be placed in the landscaped area just outside the pond's north 
apron. The exact placement of the river rock will be left to the City's discretion. 

The City's Public Park and Recreational Facility Park Monument Policy states that the 
intent of monuments and memorials should be to memorialize a person, place or event 
that is significant to Pasadena. The policy also stipulates that monuments be sited in 
spaces that bear a relevance to the subject of the piece. The Department of Public 
Works finds that this request is consistent with the City's monument policy and supports 
the applicant's request. 

COUNCIL POLICY CONSIDERATION: 

This request is consistent with the Mission Statement of the City of Pasadena to provide 
exemplary service responsive to the entire community and consistent with our history, 
culture and unique character. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: 

The project is exempt from CEQA per Section 15061 (b)(3) (the General Rule) as the 
activity proposed herein would install a boulder with a plaque in an area that has 
existing site furnishings. There are no changes to the existing use of this area and the 
physical change is minimal. Therefore, there is no possibility that the proposed 
memorial will cause significant environmental effects. 
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FISCAL IMPACT: 

There is no General Fund impact from this action. The Pasadena Casting Club has 
committed to providing all costs associated with the purchase, installation, and 
maintenance of the plaques. 

Prepared by: 

Enrique royo 
Management Analyst 1 

Approved by: 

M« 
City Manager 

Respectfully submitted, 

.iltJJ 
SIOBHAN FOSTER 
Director of Public Works 

Attachment A- Letter from Pasadena Casting Club dated June 15, 2012 










