
Agenda Report 
I 

_j 
April 23, 2012 

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Department of Transportation 

SUBJECT: ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
OR THE DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORTATION TO SIGN THE GENERAL 
CERTIFICATIONS AND ASSURANCES REQUIRED TO SUBMIT A 
JOBS ACCESS AND REVERSE COMMUTE (JARC) GRANT 
APPLICATION TO THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY METROPOLITAN 
AUTHORITY (METRO) 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council: 

1. Find that the purchase of this vehicle is exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA") review pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15301, Existing Facilities. The addition of two buses to serve an existing 
route is a negligible expansion of an existing use. The buses will provide two 
additional vehicles during the AM and PM peak commuting periods and will not 
add additional routes or changes in service; and 

2. Authorize the City Manager or the Director of Transportation to sign the General 
Certifications and Assurances required to submit a Jobs Access and Reverse 
Commute (JARC) grant application to the Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (Metro). 

BACKGROUND: 

The Department of Transportation has identified an opportunity to secure transit funding 
through a Los Angeles County Metro grant program. Staff has prepared an application 
seeking $1.9 million from the JARC grant program to fund a much needed Pasadena 
Area Rapid Transit System (ARTS) service expansion in Northwest Pasadena. This 
grant opportunity comes at a time when people are seeking employment and need 
affordable transportation to job opportunities. In the last few years transit agencies, 
including the Pasadena ARTS, have had to reduce servi~e due to the reduction in sales 
tax based funding sources. Securing the grant will significantly improve access to jobs 
to Pasadena residents. i 
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Specifically, the $1.9 million grant would provide for the purchase of one additional bus 
and three years of operating funds to increase the frequency on the Pasadena ARTS 
Route 20. The grant funds will provide the operating cost necessary to operate the new 
bus all day as well the all-day operation of a bus that is currently only in service during 
the AM and PM peak hours. With the grant funding the frequency of the Route 20 (how 
often a bus arrives at a stop) would be reduced from 35 minutes to 24 minutes 
throughout the day. This route is one of our systems most heavily used, since it serves 
one of the most densely populated areas where residents depend on public transit in 
the City of Pasadena. This route also provides access to local business, commercial, 
retail, medical and other core employment areas. The need for this service has been 
identified through the ridership data, direct observations and surveys, the recent Short 
Range Transit Plan process, as well as extensive community outreach conducted as 
part of the Mobility Element update. 

COUNCIL POLICY CONSIDERATION: 

The proposed action is consistent with the following goals of the City Council's Strategic 
Plan: Improve, Maintain and Enhance Public Facilities and Infrastructure; Increase 
Conservation and Sustainability; and Improve Mobility and Accessibility throughout the 
City. The JARC grant will directly assist the Department of Transportation in 
implementing the two major objectives of the Mobility Element; Promote a livable 
community and encourage non-auto travel. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: 

The purchase of this vehicle is exempt from the CEQA review pursuant to State CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15301, Existing Facilities. The addition of two buses to serve an 
existing route is a negligible expansion of an existing use. The buses will provide two 
additional vehicles during the AM and PM peak commuting periods and will not add 
additional routes or changes in service. 
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FISCAL IMPACT: 

The funding for the JARC program comes from the Federal Transit Administration and 
does require a local match. However, the state of California has accumulated a pool of 
matching funds from vehicle toll revenues from toll highways and bridges that can be 
used to satisfy the local match requirements for this program. The net impact to the 
City of Pasadena is that there are no City funds required as local match for this 
program. If the grant is awarded, staff will return to City Council for authorization to 
lease and/or purchase the additional vehicles and any amendments to the ARTS 
operating contract needed to provide the increased operating hours. 

Prepared by: 

arone 
Transportation Administrator 

Approved by: 

City Manager 

Attachments: 

ARTS Route 20 Map 
Poverty Level and Unemployment Map 

Respectfully submitted, 

FREDERICK C. DOCK 
Director, Department of Transportation 












