
Ordinance Fact Sheet 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: November 14, 2011 

FROM: CITY ATTORNEY 

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE REVISING THE TIME LIMITS FOR PLANNING 
ENTITLEMENTS 

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING VARIOUS PROVISIONS 
OF TITLE 17 (THE ZONING CODE) TO REVISE THE TIME LIMITS ON PLANNING 
ENTITLEMENTS 

PURPOSE OF ORDINANCE 

As directed by the City Council on September 19, 2011, this ordinance will amend 
various provisions of the Zoning Code, Title 17 to the Pasadena Municipal Code. The 
amendments will alter the time limits for planning entitlements, as well as the review 
authority for approvals of extended time, and modify the findings for extensions. 

REASON WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED 

This legislation is needed to change the Zoning Code to provide a longer approval 
period for certain planning entitlements and to remove the ability to supersede these 
time limits through the processing of an application for a major change to an approved 
project. The changes also modify the review authority and findings to provide more 
clarity and consistency among extensions. These changes will assist projects delayed 
as a result of the current economic situation, but at the same time will clarify the time at 
which a project can no longer be extended. Projects which are not yet eligible for any 
extension under the current code provisions will be automatically extended to the new 
time limits set forth in the new ordinance. 

MEETING OF 11/14/2011 

AGENDA ITEM NO. ~!L_-----~ 



There are seven active projects in danger of expiring before the applicant will be able to 
complete the necessary steps to move forward. A list of these projects that have been 
approved for a fourth year and would be eligible for a fifth year were set forth in 
Attachment A to the September 19, 2011 staff report. It is anticipated that each of these 
project will apply for the extensions allowed by this ordinance. 

PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS OR GROUPS AFFECTED 

The Planning Department will implement the proposed ordinance. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

There will not be an immediate fiscal impact as a result of this amendment to the Zoning 
Code. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION 

On September 19, 2011, the City Council found this proposed amendment exempt from 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under Section 15061 (b)(3) of the CEQA 
because the Zoning Code Amendment is an administrative and procedural change 
pertaining to the time limits, extension and phasing of planning entitlements and will not 
have any potential for causing significant effect on the environment. 
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