
Agenda Report 

June 20, 2011 

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Economic Development, Office of the City Manager 

SUBJECT: PROPOSITION 84 GRANT APPLICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT OF 
A PARK AT 100 N. EL MOLINO 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council adopt a Resolution approving the submission 
of a grant application requesting up to $5 million to the State of California Department 
of Parks and Recreation to fund the construction of a new park facility at 100 North 
El Molino (APN 5723-013-906). 

BACKGROUND: 

Through the passing of Proposition 84, $368 million was made available through the 
Statewide Park Program for grant funding. Administered by the Office of Grants and 
Local Services (OGALS), under the State Department of Parks and Recreation, 
OGLAS competitively awards grants up to $5 million dollars for the creation of new 
parks and recreation opportunities in proximity to the most critically underserved 
communities. These projects must benefit the health of families, youth, senior 
citizens, and other population groups by meeting their recreational, cultural, social, 
educational, and environmental needs. As a requirement of the grant, applicants 
must submit an approved Resolution authorizing a contract between the applicant 
and the State Department of Parks and Recreation. The deadline to submit the 
resolution and grant is July 1, 2011. Announcement of grant fund awards will occur 
in spring 2012. Once awarded, grant funded projects must be completed within an 
eight year grant performance period. 

PROPOSED PARK SITE AND PARK NOW: 

The proposed park site (Attachment A) is currently a three-quarter acre, City-owned 
parking lot located at the northeast corner of Union and El Molino. Roughly 10,000 
residents reside within a one-half mile radius of the site withouf any park or open 
space options to allow for adequate outdoor activities. 
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The Recreation and Parks Component of the City's General Plan Green Space 
Element identified a high priority need to build new park space to accommodate 
increases in the City's residential population. In keeping with that priority, the 
drafting of the Central District Specific Plan identified the lack of available park 
space within the northeast quadrant of the District, which includes the proposed park 
site (Attachment B). 

The Playhouse District Association, working with the City of Pasadena through the 
Park Now effort which seeks to resolve the shortage of parking and park space 
within the District, identified the Proposition 84 grant as a means to help bring new 
park space to this underserved area of the City. While the purpose of the grant is to 
fund the park space, it is the desire of the Playhouse District Association to see the 
construction of a subterranean garage built in conjunction with the proposed park, at 
a minimum to provide replacement parking for that which would be lost to the park. 
The construction of such garage is being taken into account as staff considers what 
projects might be included in a recommendation to the City Council/Pasadena 
Community Development Commission (PCDC) for a debt issuance by the City's 
Redevelopment Agency. While it is expected that such recommendation will be 
presented by the end of July, much may depend on the outcome of state budget 
deliberations and the potential elimination of redevelopment. It should be noted that 
the fulfillment of the grant, if awarded, is contingent upon the successful financing of 
the entire project as described in the application, which includes the garage 
component. That said, should the City/PCDC not move forward with the project for 
whatever reason including the disillusion of redevelopment, it may be necessary to 
withdraw the application. 

The cost estimates for the garage vary, dependent upon a number of factors 
including its location, design and engineering considerations setting the per space 
cost between $35,000 and $45,000. The most current garage design anticipates 68 
spaces per level in a three level garage resulting in 204 parking spaces to 
accommodate replacement parking, park parking, and district parking. There are 
currently 100 spaces on the surface lot. 

The Proposition 84 Park Grant requires projects meet six eligibility requirements, 
including the determination of critical lack of park space or significant poverty within 
a one-half mile radius of the project site. The one-half mile radius from the proposed 
park site represents the lowest ratio of usable park space per 1 ,000 residents in the 
City, and 17°/o of the population is below the poverty line. Other requirements 
include a series of no less than four community stakeholder meetings to elicit 
community input on the design, functionality, safe public use, hours of operation and 
sustainable landscaping for the new park. At the conclusion of the grant required 
community outreach phase, the grant application will include the proposed park 
concept and corresponding cost estimate for consideration. The application will 
seek to achieve 1 00°/o of the necessary funding to construct the park. 
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COUNCIL POLICY CONSIDERATION: 

Approval of the subject recommendation advances the City Council goal to support 
and promote the quality of life and the local economy and improve, maintain and 
enhance public facilities and infrastructure. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: 

The Proposition 84 grant application requires a narrative description of the 
anticipated CEQA process for the proposed park and the identification of any 
substantive issues that may arise through the CEQA review. The grant requires that 
CEQA be completed within 12 months of the grant being awarded. The City will 
comply with all CEQA requirements and will begin the CEQA process once the 
details of the proposed park are known. It is too speculative at this time to complete 
the CEQA process as details of the project are not known. The grant requires a 
community outreach process to assist in developing the plan for the proposed park 
and this must be done before an accurate project description can be completed for 
the CEQA review. 
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FISCAL IMPACT: 

Approval of the subject recommendation may result in the State awarding the City 
up to $5 million dollars in grant funds. If successful the City would have to determine 
whether to proceed with financing the garage portion of the project, which if 
approved would be expected to come from Redevelopment Tax Increment dollars 
generated through the Downtown Project Area. 

Robert\~ntano \ 
Project rvfanager 

Approved by: 

'~ 
p,/MICHAEL J. BECK 

City Manager 

Attachments: 

Attachment A- Project Site 
Attachment B - Proposed Park 

Respectfully submitted, 

STEVE MERMELL 
Assistant City Manager 
Office of the City Manager 
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