
Agenda Report 

June 20, 2011 

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

THROUGH: Public Safety Committee (June 20, 2011) 

FROM: Police Department 

SUBJECT: ADOPT A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF OF POLICE TO 
DESTROY NON-HIRE BACKGROUND FILES CLOSED AND 
COMPLETED PRIOR TO 2002 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing the Chief of 
Police, with concurrence of the City Attorney, to destroy non-hire background files 
closed and completed prior to 2002 which are listed in Attachment A. 

BACKGROUND: 

Government Code Section 34090 requires that the City Council approve by resolution 
the destruction of Police Department closed and completed non-hire background files. 
The Government Code requires that closed and completed non-hire background files be 
kept for a minimum of two years. The City Attorney's Office has recommended that 
background files be kept for a minimum of seven years for purposes of unforeseen 
litigation. The designated files are not involved in any litigation. In accordance with the 
law and as a common practice, police agencies periodically purge dated closed and 
completed background files. 

The Chief of Police and the City Attorney have reviewed the affected files to assure that 
no pending matters are involved and that no prejudice will result from the destruction of 
theses files. 
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COUNCIL POLICY CONSIDERATION: 

The adoption of this resolution is consistent with the City Council's Green Initiative and 
the City Council Goal to increase conservation and sustainability. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: 

This action is exempt from CEQA pursuant to Article 19, Categorical Exemptions 
section 15300. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Cost for the destruction of records is included in the Police Department's approved 
operating budget. 

Prepared by: 
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CHRISTOPHER GUTIERREZ, Sergeant 
Administrative Services Section 
Police Department 

Approved by: 



RESOLUTION No., _____ _ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AUTHORIZING THE 
POLICE CHIEF TO DESTROY DESIGNATED RECORDS MAINTAINED BY THE PASADENA 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

WHEREAS, Government Code section 34090 requires that the City Council authorize by 
resolution the destruction of certain types of records maintained by the City of Pasadena, 
including records of non-hire closed and completed background files maintained by the Police 
Department which are not required to be maintained by law; and 

WHEREAS, the Police Department seeks to destroy records of non-hire closed and 
completed background files concluded prior to 2002 which are listed in attachment-A because 
of the lack of available controlled confidential storage space for those records, which are 
required to be retained only for two years; and, 

WHEREAS, the Police Chief and the City Attorney have reviewed the list of records to 
be destroyed and have determined that such records may lawfully be destroyed without 
prejudice to the City or to any other person; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pasadena as 
follows:. 

1. The Police Chief is authorized to destroy the designated records of non-hire 
background files concluded prior to 2002 which are listed in attachment A. 

2. Such destruction of records shall be carried out in a manner which assures 
that the confidentiality of those records will not be breached. 

Adopted at the _____ meeting of the City Council on the __ day of ____ _ 
2011, by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

Approved as to form: 

Fr k Rhemrev 
sistant City Attorney 
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Mark Jomsky 
City Clerk 
























