
Ordinance Fact Sheet 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: July 25, 2011 

FROM: CITY ATTORNEY 

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING CODE REGARDING 
MAJOR PROJECT PROCESSING 

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING VARIOUS PROVISIONS 
OF TITLE 17 (THE ZONING CODE) TO REGULATE NEW CONSTRUCTION OF NON­
RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS GREATER THAN 75,000 SQUARE FEET AND CERTAIN 
MIXED USE PROJECTS AND TO REQUIRE A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR 
CERTAIN NEW CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS GREATER THAN 75,000 SQUARE 
FEET IN THE SOUTH FAIR OAKS SPECIFIC PLAN OVERLAY DISTRICT 

PURPOSE OF ORDINANCE 

This ordinance implements and codifies the direction given by Council on May 23, 2011 
to amend the Zoning Code (PMC, Title 17) to require that Conditional Use Permits for 
certain projects exceeding 75,000 square feet be heard and decided by the Planning 
Commission with the appeal body being the City Council. 

REASON WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED 

This legislation is needed to amend the Zoning Code to change the hearing body for 
such Conditional Use Permits from the Hearing Officer, which is one person, to the 
Planning Commission, a nine-person commission. This provides the Planning 
Commission the opportunity to review major projects at a larger public forum. 

MEETING OF _0_7_/_2_5_/2_0_11 

AGENDA ITEM NO. _ _____li ____ ---- It 

...._ ___ _____.__ _____ -



PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS OR GROUPS AFFECTED 

The Planning Department will implement the proposed ordinance through processing of 
such Conditional Use Permits for the affected properties. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

There will not be an immediate fiscal impact as a result of this amendment to the Zoning 
Code. Permitting fees will be collected from any future development proposed on the 
properties impacted. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION 

On May 23, 2011 the Council found that this amendment is exempt from the 
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15061 because the project is an administrative and procedural 
change pertaining to the hearing body of an entitlement process and will not result in 
any potential significant effect on the environment. 

Prepared by: 

Theresa Fuentes 
Assistant City Attorney 

Respectfully submitted, 






















