
April 4, 2011 

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

THROUGH: Legislative Policy Committee (March 29, 2011) 

FROM: Department of Transportation 

SUBJECT: Pasadena Support of the Transportation for America Federal 
Transportation Legislative Platform 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council adopt a resolution supporting the 
Transportation for America Federal Transportation Legislative Platform and direct staff 
to present to City Council a resolution supporting the Transportation for America 
position on reauthorization of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation 
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU). 

LEGISLATIVE POLICY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 

At the February 23 Legislative Policy Committee meeting, a representative from 
Transportation for America presented the attached summary of the priorities the 
organization is promoting in the upcoming Federal Transportation Authorization. The 
Legislative Policy Committee directed staff to return to the next meeting with analysis of 
the proposed policies and a recommendation to the Committee on if the City should 
support the effort. 

At their Special Meeting on March 29, 2011, the Legislative Policy Committee passed a 
motion recommending the City Council adopt resolution supporting the Transportation 
for America position on reauthorization of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU). 

BACKGROUND: 

At the February 23, 2011 Legislative Policy Committee meeting, a representative from 
Transportation for America presented the attached summary of the priorities the 
organization is promoting in the upcoming Federal Transportation Authorization. The 
Legislative Policy Committee directed staff to return to the next meeting with analysis of 
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the proposed policies and a recommendation to the Committee on if the City should 
support the effort. 

Transportation for America is a broad and growing coalition of national, state and local 
organizations calling for the renewal of the national transportation program for the 21st 
century. The coalition is comprised of organizations representing transportation, 
housing, environment, business, real estate, social equity, public health, and urban 
planning, who share the goal of building a modernized infrastructure to support a robust 
economy and healthy communities where people can live, work and play. 
Transportation for America seeks to align national, state, and local transportation 
policies with an array of national priorities, including economic opportunity, climate 
protection, energy security, health, housing and community development. 

The Transportation for America platform document is intended to help shape the 
principles, policies and programs that can ensure that the forthcoming update of federal 
transportation legislation will support more sustainable future. The Transportation for 
America platform is based on the following six principles: 

• Establish Accountability for Responsible Investment 
• Invest to Compete in the 21st Century 
• Invest for Multiple Payoffs in Solving our Energy, Air Quality, and Climate 

Challenges 
• Reward and Support Smart Local Land Use Planning 
• Invest for Public Health and Safety 
• Find New ways to Pay for What We Need 

The Transportation for America platform is consistent with and supportive of the City's 
adopted transportation and land use polices. The Pasadena City Council has chosen to 
be environmental advocates and leaders in environmental compliance and protection. 
The City of Pasadena is a leader in promoting environmentally sustainable policies as 
demonstrated by the City Council's adoption of the United Nations Green Cities 
Declaration and Urban Environmental Accords. 

The City of Pasadena's 2004 Mobility Element highlighted the need to implement 
programs to manage demand on the existing transportation system. The City of 
Pasadena's General Plan promotes the priority of non-auto trips and sets the tone for 
the Mobility Element with the Guiding Principle "Pasadena will be a city where people 
can circulate without cars." The Pasadena Mobility Element relies upon an integrated 
and multi-modal transportation system that provides choices for everyone living and 
working in the city. The Land Use element of the City's General Plan focuses most of 
the forecast residential growth in the City's Transit Oriented Development (TOO) Areas. 
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COUNCIL POLICY CONSIDERATION: 

The Transportation for America Legislative Platform supports the General Plan guiding 
principle, "Pasadena will be a city where people can circulate without a car." The 
platform is consistent with two of the major objectives of the Mobility Element: 

• Promote a livable community 
• Encourage non-auto travel 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

The proposed resolution supporting the Transportation for America position on 
reauthorization of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A 
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) would have no fiscal impact for the City. 

Approved by: 

MICHAEL . BECK 
City Manager 

Attachment: 

Respectfully submitted, 

I 

FREDERICK C. DOCK 
Director 
Department of Transportation 

Transportation for America Platform Summary 



RESOLUTION NO. __ _ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASADENA, 

CALIFORNIA, SUPPORTING THE TRANSPORTATION FOR AMERICA POSITION ON 

REAUTHORIZATION OF THE SAFE, ACCOUNTABLE, FLEXIBLE, EFFICIENT 

TRANSPORTATION EQUITY ACT: A LEGACY FOR USERS (SAFETEA-LU). 

WHEREAS, the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy 

for Users (SAFETEA-LU) was adopted by Congress in 2005; and 

WHEREAS, SAFETEA-LU expired at the end of federal Fiscal Year 2009 (September 30, 

2009), and has been repeatedly extended; and 

WHEREAS, Congress will be considering reauthorization ofSAFETEA-LU during 2011; and 

WHEREAS, SAFETEA-LU has a significant policy effect on transportation planning and 

decision-making and funding in the Portland metropolitan region; and 

WHEREAS, Transportation for America is a coalition of national organizations that advocate 

on transportation, land use, environmental, health, energy and social issues of importance to 

metropolitan areas; and 

WHEREAS, Transportation for America has developed a platform for authorization of the new 

federal transportation bill that addresses the critical need for a balanced, multi-modal transportation 

system integrated with economic, community, health, social equity, energy and climate change 

objectives; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pasadena as 

follows: 

The City of Pasadena endorses the Transportation for America Platform for the Surface 

Transportation Program Authorization. 



Adopted at the regular meeting of the City Council on the ____ day of ___ _ 
2011 by the following votes: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: IV ~~"'~\II 
NI~LAS G RODRIGUEZ 
Assistant City Attorney 

MARKJOMSKY 
City Clerk 








