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DATE: September 13, 201 0 

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Department of Public Works 

SUBJECT: ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH UNDERGROUND 
UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 10-1 MOUNTAIN STREET, LAKE AVENUE TO 
HILL AVENUE 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council, following the Public Hearing, take the following 
actions: 

1. Acknowledge this project to be categorically exempt under the California 
Environmental Quality Act in accordance with Article 19, Section 15302(a) of the 
CEQA Guidelines (conversion of overhead electric utility systems to underground) 
and authorize the City Manager to execute and the City Clerk to file a Notice of 
Exemption for the project with the Los Angeles County Clerk; and 

2. Adopt a Resolution establishing Underground Utility District No. 10-1, Mountain 
Street, Lake Avenue to Hill Avenue. 

ADVISORY COMMISSION/BOARD/CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION: 

On July 27, 201 0, the Municipal Services Committee recommended that the City 
Council proceed with the establishment of Mountain Street, Lake Avenue to Hill Avenue 
as Underground Utility District 10-1. 

BACKGROUND: 

Since 1968, the City has a continuing program to underground overhead utility systems, 
specifically power and other communication lines such as telephone and cable 
television. The undergrounding of overhead utility systems will improve system reliability 
and enhance the aesthetic quality of an area through the removal of utility poles and 
overhead wires. 

This proposed project, which is Underground Priority No. 7, would allow for the 
undergrounding of overhead utility systems on Mountain Street between Lake Avenue 
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and Hill Avenue. In order to proceed with the design and construction of this project, an 
underground utility district must be established to require the affected property owners to 
underground their private property facilities. 

As part of the process, all affected property owners have been notified of the public 
hearing to consider the establishment of the district. In addition, an informational meeting 
was held on Wednesday, September 8,2010, to answer questions and discuss the 
projected construction timeline and responsibilities of the affected property owners. 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

The Water and Power Department (PWP), AT&T, and Charter Communications will be 
installing new underground facilities to maintain their existing services. All affected utilities 
will enter into a joint trench agreement with the City's contractor and will share in the 
space and cost of the trench. 

After the installation of the underground infrastructure, all affected property owners are 
required to convert to underground, which involves the installation of conduit for power, 
telephone andlor cable television services. Conduit is installed from the property line at 
the sidewalk to the existing meter or designated service point. The cost of the work 
ranges from $3,700 to $6,000 for all utilties, in which the City will reimburse each 
property owner up to $3,000 or the lesser actual cost of the work to underground power 
facilities. All overhead wires and poles will be removed upon 100% completion of all 
private property underground conversions and connections to the underground system. 

STATISTICS: 
Properties with overhead services required to convert: (PWP) 
Properties with overhead services required to convert: (AT&T) 
Properties with overhead services required to convert: (Charter) 
Total number of poles to be removed: 

PROJ ECTED SCHEDULE (Projected Completion Dates) 
Installation of street lighting system 
Installation of underground infrastructure 
Installation of private property conduit 
Private property connection to underground system 
Removal of overhead wires and poles 
Street Resurfacing Project 

ESTIMATED COST: 
Street Lighting System 
Electric Underground System 
Utility Reimbursement 
Street Resurfacing Project 

TOTAL ESTIMATED COST 
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COUNCIL POLICY CONSIDERATION: 

This project is consistent with the City Council's Goal to improve, maintain and enhance 
the aesthetic quality of the streetscape by removing unsightly utility poles and overhead 
wires and is included in the adopted FY 201 1-2015 Capital Improvement Program, 
Street Lighting and Electric System Undergrounding Section. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: 

The City's Environmental Administrator has determined this project to be categorically 
exempt under the California Environmental Quality Act in accordance with Article 19, 
Section 15302(a) of the CEQA Guidelines (conversion of overhead electric utility 
systems to underground). 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

An appropriation of $1,435,000 Underground Utility Surtax was appropriated to Street 
Lighting and Electric System Undergrounding, Mountain Street, Lake Avenue to Hill 
Avenue, Budget Account Number 74909. The remaining $3,793,400 will be 
appropriated in FY 2012 and FY 201 3. 

Respectfully - submitted, 

MARTIN PASTUCHA 
Director 

Danny R. Wooten 
Management Analyst IV 
Department of Public Works 

MICHAEL J~BECK 
City Manager 










