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I February 8,2010 I 

I TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Planning & Development Department 

, SUBJECT: APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AS I 

A PRESERVE AMERICA COMMUNITY I 

1 RECOMMENDATION: 

: It is recommended that the City Council: 

1. Find that the application for designation as a Preserve America community is 
categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under 
§ I  5061, general rule that CEQA only applies to projects which have the potential 
for causing a significant effect on the environment; and 

2. Adopt the attached resolution to submit an application to designate the City of 
Pasadena as a Preserve America community and to continue to preserve historic 
resources and promote heritage tourism. 

BACKGROUND: 
The Preserve America program is a national initiative developed in cooperation with the 

1 Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) and the U.S Departments of Interior, I 
Agriculture and several other federal agencies. The program recognizes and I 

I 

i I designates municipalities, neighborhoods and tribal communities with active historic 
I 

I preservation programs that use historic resources to promote heritage tourism and 
I economic vitality. Information about the program is available at the following website: I 

1 www.~reserveamerica.nov. Benefits of Preserve America designation include: I 

I 
1 

I 
White House recognition; 
A certificate of recognition; 
A Preserve America Community road sign; 
Eligibility for Preserve America grants; 
Authorization to use the Preserve America logo on signs, flags, banners, and 
promotional materials; 
Listing in a Web-based Preserve America Community directory; 
National and regional press releases; and 
Enhanced community visibility and pride. 
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Applications for designation are due by March 1, 2010; however, grant applications, 
which may be processed concurrently with designation applications, are due February 
12, 2010. The Department of Public Works, Parks & Natural Resources Division, is 
planning to submit two Preserve America grant applications in February 201 0 for a 
community garden at the Gamble House and for preliminary design of the Arroyo Seco 
Environmental Education Center. As such, Planning & Development staff is 
concurrently compiling the required application materials for Preserve America 
Designation for submittal by February 12, 2010. 

COUNCIL POLICY CONSIDERATION 
The proposed action advances the General Plan (Land Use Element) objective 6: 
"HISTORIC PRESERVATION: Promote preservation of historically and architecturally 
significant buildings and revitalization of traditional neighborhoods and commercial 
areas." In addition, it advances the City Council's Strategic Planning Goal to "Support 
and promote the quality of life and the local economy." 

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: 
The designation of the city as a Preserve America community does not result in any 
new regulations, restrictions or requirements. It is a promotional tool and a potential 
source for funding of historic preservation-related projects. As such, the designation is 
exempt from CEQA because it has no potential for causing an effect on the 
environment. 
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FISCAL IMPACT: 
The designation of the city as a Preserve America community will not have a fiscal 
impact on the city because there are no fees required to be paid to submit the 
application. The designation is a potential revenue source for historic preservation 
projects (local match is required). 

Respectfully submitted, 

STEVE M E R M E L ~  
Assistant City Manager 

Approved by: 1 

MlCHA . BECK * 
City ~ a G g e r  

Attachments: 

Attachment A - Application Form for Preserve America Designation 
Attachment B - Selected pages from www.~resen/eamerica.nov 



RESOLUTION NO. 

A RESOLUTION OF THE ClTY COUNCIL OF THE ClTY OF PASADENA TO 
APPLY FOR PRESERVE AMERICA COMMUNITY DESIGNATION AND TO 
PROMOTE ECONOMIC VITALITY AND HERITAGE TOURISM THROUGH 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND EDUCATION. 

WHEREAS, Preserve America is a White House initiative developed in 

cooperation with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the U.S. 

Department of the Interior, and the U.S. Department of Commerce; and 

WHEREAS, the goals of this initiative include a greater shared knowledge 

about our Nation's past, strengthened regional identities and local pride, 

increased local participation in preserving the country's irreplaceable cultural and 

natural heritage assets, and support for the economic vitality of communities; and 

WHEREAS, this initiative is compatible with Pasadena's interests and 

goals related to historic preservation; and 

WHEREAS, designation as a Preserve America Community will improve 

our community's ability to protect and promote its historical resources; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City Of 

Pasadena that: 

1. The City Council will apply for the designation of the City of 

Pasadena as a Preserve America Community; and 

2. The City Council will protect and celebrate our heritage, use our 

historic assets for economic development and community revitalization, and 



encourage people to experience and appreciate local historic resources through 

education and heritage tourism programs. 

Adopted at the regular meeting of the City Council this day of 

, 201 0, by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAINED: 

Mark Jomsky, CMC, City Clerk 

Approved as to form: 

"s- 
Theresa E. Fuentes 
Assistant City Attorney 


































