
Agenda Report 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: January 26, 2009 

FROM: CITY ATTORNEY 

SUBJECT: ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING UPDATED GUIDELINES FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE TAXPAYER PROTECTION ACT (PASADENA 
ClTY CHARTER, ARTICLE XVII) 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Adopt a resolution establishing updated guidelines for the implementation of the Taxpayer 
Protection Act ("TPA," Pasadena City Charter, Article XVII), in the form attached hereto. 

BACKGROUND: 

The TPA prohibits City public officials from receiving a "personal or campaign advantage" after 
exercising discretion to approve or voting to approve a "public benefit." The stated intention 
behind the Initiative is to cause City public officials to avoid the exercise of discretion in favor of 
an entity, in apparent exchange for a later personal benefit to the City public official from the 
entity. The City Council adopted Guidelines for Implementation of the TPA in August of 2005. 
The TPA Guidelines were originally adopted to resolve ambiguities, assist staff with setting a 
process for tracking of decisions subject to the TPA, and to clarify applicability of the TPA in 
certain instances. The Guidelines have been amended from time to time to reflect voters' 
changes to the TPA, and staff's experience with its implementation. 

GUIDELINE CHANGES ARISING FROM PAST EXPERIENCE WITH THE TPA: 

All of the proposed changes to the Guidelines arise out of staff's need for additional clarity, 
particularly as to an understanding of the TPA's inapplicability to low bid contracts. In addition, 
master plans are being added to the list of land use transactions to which the TPA applies, since 
master plans can operate in effect similar to a land use variance. 

ENVIRONMENTAL: 

The changes to the Guidelines are not a "project" and thus are not subject to the California 
Environmental Quality Act pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21065 and State CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15060(c). 
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FISCAL IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no fiscal implications arising from these Guideline changes. 

Respectfully submitted, 

City Attorney Y 
Prepared .by: 
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THERESA E. FUENTES 
Assistant City Attorney 


































