
Agenda Report 

DATE: April 27,2009 

TO: CITY COUNCIL 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: UPDATE ON THE WORKPLAN AND TIMELINE FOR REVIEW OF ALL 
STREETSCAPE AND SPECIFIC PLANS ON MAJOR STREETS THAT 
HAVE AT LEAST SOME COMMERCIAL STORE FRONTIOFFICE 
ACTIVITY, WlTH PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO THE CITY'S THREE 
BUSINESS DISTRICTS, THE ENTIRE LENGTH OF COLORADO 
BOULEVARD, AND THE ENTIRE LENGTH OF LAKE AVENUE, FOR 
CONSISTENCY WlTH THE MASTER STREET TREE PLAN AND ClTY 
ENVIRONMENTAL PLANS 

RECOMMENDATION: 

This item is presented for information only. 

URBAN FORESTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEE REVIEW: 

At their special meeting of April 20, 2009, the Urban Forestry Advisory Committee 
(UFAC) reviewed an analysis of the tree species for Pasadena's Streetscape Plans 
attached as Attachment B. In this review, the UFAC indicated that they needed more 
time to analyze the data and consider the current recommended species found in each 
of the specific plans. They felt that they needed at least one evening for the review of 
each of the streetscape plans. UFAC understands that the City Council is considering 
this information on Monday evening, and indicated that if a decision was necessary prior 
to investing the time to complete the more detailed review, that the City Council should 
make the decision without the input of the UFAC. 

BACKGROUND: 

On March 23, 2009, the City Council directed staff to suspend all tree planting projects 
in areas that are guided by specific plans while staff conducts a review of the specific 
plans for consistency with the Master Street Tree Plan and City Environmental Plans. 
Specifically affected by this planting suspension are the major streets (about 20-25) that 
have at least some commercial storefront/office activity, with particular attention to the 
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City's three Business Districts, the entire length of Colorado Boulevard, and the entire 
length of Lake Avenue. 

Staff developed a document to conduct a preliminary review of the species identified in 
the specific plan areas for consistency with the Master Street Tree Plan (MSTP) and the 
City's Urban Environmental Accord Action Items. This review is attached as Attachment 
A. 

Staff prepared another document that evaluates and scores various criteria of the tree 
species for conformance with the goals of the Urban Accords and other relevant criteria. 
This document further analyzed the species through a rating system that considers in 
more detail the growth characteristics of the tree and suitability for the climate 
conditions in Southern California. The evaluation provides a guideline for determining 
which trees would be more or less suitable as an urban street tree in Southern 
California. With a total possible score of 102, any tree with a rating of less than 50 is 
not a suitable street tree. Trees with a rating above 50 are a viable option with those 
trees with the highest score providing a higher level of benefit to the urban environment. 
Those trees with a rating in the 70 to 90 range are more beneficial and better suited 
than those in the 50 to 69 range. This table provides a format for review of any street 
tree proposed for the city and utilizes criteria incorporating the impact on infrastructure, 
benefit and impact on the environment, as well as the conservation and utilization of 
resources. 

This review was provided to UFAC on April 20, 2009, and is attached as Attachment B. 
The information provided in Attachment B is based on information and formats gathered 
from sources including the Center for Urban Forestry Research at UC Davis, the USDA 
Forest Service, and other sources as cited in the footnote section. 

Streetscape Review Workplan 

The City Council further requested that staff return with a scope of work, a schedule for 
review, and target dates for approval by the City Council. After meeting with UFAC and 
hearing their comments on the staff evaluation of tree species in the specific plan areas, 
any review of the tree species in the business districts will include a full review of 
specific plans and the Master Street Tree Plan with focus on trees that are not 
consistent with the City of Pasadena's environmental documents, value placed on 
species diversity, and growth of the urban canopy. 

UFAC has recommended reviewing each streetscape plan individually with impacted 
stakeholders. The process will occur over the next seven to nine months. These 
meetings will encourage participation from the affected business owners, residents and 
any other interested parties. City Council had asked staff to look at using outside 
consultants for the review and selection of trees as part of the review. There are three 
certified arborists on staff qualified to review the streetscape plans. There is also 
concern about the cost of retaining a consultant during a time when budget cuts are 
occurring within the Forestry Division. 
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It is anticipated that the review will result in recommendations for changes to the MSTP 
as well as having the potential for changes to one or more of the streetscape plans. 
Amendments to these plans will require further review by the Design Commission and 
the Planning Commission that could be done incrementally. This would likely involve 
review by Design and Planning Commissions beginning in September 2009 and 
continuing through to May 2010. The amendments could be presented to City Council 
for final review and approval within 30 days once a decision has been reached by both 
Commissions on each plan. 

FISCAL IMPACTS: 

It is anticipated that the cost of hiring a consultant will be at least $1 00,000. If directed 
by City Council, the next step would be to develop an RFP and solicitation of a 
consultant. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Prepared by: 

Parks & ~d tu ra l  Resources 

Approved by: 
n 

W& 
Martin Pastucha, Director 
Department of Public Works 










