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Mission Statement 
The Department of Public Works is the caretaker of the community's infrastructure and a direct provider of sewer 
and refuse utility services to the community. Its goal is to preserve and enhance Pasadena's resources for existing 
and future generations. 

T5e Department strives to continuously support and improve a world-class quality of life ir, Pasadena. Using 
sound management practices, it provides innovative, proactive, and responsive services to its customers- 
Pasadena's citizens, businesses, visitors, and fellow employees. 

Program Description 
The Department of Public Works performs the following services: 1) Maintenance of the City's buildings, facilities, 
vehicles and equipment; 2) Building security, housekeeping and fleet replacement; 3) Management and oversight 
(including design, inspection and permit issuance) for the City's infrastructure improvement projects, major 
bullding remodeling projects, street l~ghts and traffic signal engineering, and design of all park and non-park 
landscaped areas; 4) Preparation, management and oversight of Pasadena's Capital Improvement Program (CIP) 
budget; 5) Maintenance and improvements of Pasadena's parks; 6) Maintenance and development of the Arroyo 
Seco for trail, stream and habitat restoration, and the enhancement of active and passive recreation; 7) 
Maintenance of the City's urban forest, including tree maintenance and planting; and 8) Refuse and recycling 
collection, street and roadway maintenance, sewer and storm drain cleaning, street lights and traffic signal 
maintenance, and street striping and marking. 

Departmental Relationship to City Council Goals: 
Support and Promote the Local Economy 

The Engineering Division fosters economic prosperity by providing design oversight and coordination of the 
City's infrastructure and capital improvement projects. 

The Facilities Capital Projects Division fosters economic prosperity by managing and providing capital project 
design. The Construction Division oversees construction for new and major remodeling of City-owned 
buildings. 

Protect and Enhance Neighborhood Vitality and Livability 

To address this goal, the Engineering Division: designs roads, bridges, sanitary sewers with sufficient 
capacity and storm drainage systems to prevent flooded streets; designs traffic signals at appropriate 
intersections; manages the use of the public right-of-way; and oversees the City's infrastructure and capital 
improvement projects to assure high-quality and safe public infrastructure. 

The Street Maintenance and Integrated Waste Management Division creates neighborhood vitality and 
livability by providing effective and timely residential and commercial refuse and recycling collection, waste 
reduction planning and programming, street sweeping, and street lights, roadway repair and traffic signal and 
sewer maintenance. 



Public Works 

The Parks and Natural Resources Division maintains and trims street trees and manages contracts for the 
upkeep of median islands. 

Focus on Planning, Programming and Reinvesting in Pasadena's Parks and Open Space 

The Parks and Natural Resources Division maintains the City's urban forest, parks (including the Arroyo 
Seco) and non-park landscaped areas; develops park master plans to guide the development of 
improvements at various parks; designs, manages and oversees all park capital improvement projects; and 
actively seeks funding opportunities to enhance the redevelopment of existing park assets as well as the 
acquisition or development of new park facilities and open space. 

Maintain Fiscal Responsibility and Stability 

By providing safe and clear1 workplaces, reliable vehicles and equipment, repairing and constructing public 
spaces, the Building Systems and Fleet Management Division lays the foundation for City employees to meet 
City Council's goal of maintaining fiscal responsibility and stability. 

The Finance and Management Services Division supports the City Council goal by producing the City's CIP 
budget and the Department's operating budget, and insuring proper financial management of the resources 
provided to the Department; it also tracks legislation related to Public Works which could potentially impact 
the City of Pasadena. 

The Facilities Capital Projects Division manages the City's capital improvement projects in a manner that 
ensures cost efficiency and quality comparable to private enterprise. 

Major Accomplishments 
The Department of Public Works accomplished the following during Fiscal Year 2009: 

Received the 2008 Project of the Year Award from the Southern California Chapter of the American 
Public Works Association for the Arroyo Parkway Enhancement project; 
Completed the Metro Rapid Bus Priority project; 
Completed the Lake Avenue and Del Mar Boulevard ITS project; 
Completed median island landscaping and irrigation improvement projects on South Lake Avenue, 
Arroyo Parkway, New York Drive, Pasadena Avenue, and Bellefontaine Street; 
Completed Phase I of the Irrigation Improvement project at Arlington Gardens; 
Worked in collaboration with the Pasadena Beautiful Foundation to complete irrigation and landscape 
improvements at the Jackie Roblnson Center; 
Added approximately 875 trees to the urban forest; 
Applied for more than $3.4 million in park grants; 
Set a new record for recycling at the Rose Bowl during the UCLA football season by collecting 62,000 
pounds of beverage containers; 
Increased the diversion rate requirements for the licensed waste haulers by amending the Franchise 
Hauler ordinance from 50 percent to 75 percent for construction and demolition debris and 50 percent to 
60 percent for solid waste; 
Installed recycling stations at the athletic fields at Memorial Park, Victory Park, Allendale Park and 
Brookside Park; 
Launched a program to provide free one-quart "sharp wasten containers for the safe disposal of needles 
and other medical supplies used at home by residents; 
Introduced a new Battery and Compact Fluorescent Lamp recycling program, with 12 convenient 
collection points throughout the City for residents and business owners; 
lnslalled GPS Sottware Systems in ail refuse vehicles to review route efficiencies and vehicle locations; 
lnslalled an automated ADA main front door at Lamanda Library; 






















































































