
January 28,2008 

TO: CITY COUNCIL 

THROUGH: LEGISLATIVE POLCY COMMITTEE (January 15,2008) 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: 2008 FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM 

REVISED RECOMMENDATION: 

It recommended that the City Council approve the 2008 Federal Legislative Platform as 
revised to include the following priority: 

Parks and Recreation 

Maintaining and enhancing the City's parks and recreational system is a high 
priority for Pasadena residents, and the City has committed significant 
resources to offering safe and accessible recreational opportunities. Although 
federal assistance in the areas of recreation, preservation, and conservation is 
declining sharply, the City believes there is a federal role for assisting local 
governments with these matters and urges Congress to restore funding for 
important programs such as the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). 
While Congress originally intended for $900 million annually in offshore 
drilling revenues to be directed to the LWCF, the program receives only a 
small fraction of that amount each year, and LWCF state formula grants 
remain on the brink of elimination. 

BACKGROUND: 

At the December 1 7th City Council meeting, it was requested that staff revisit the 
2008 Federal Legislative Platform and to determine if there existed an opportunity to 
incorporate the City's Unfunded Priorities. The Unfunded Priorities 
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had recently been presented to City Council and represent large projects that are of 
significant benefit to the city but can only be implemented through new revenue sources. 

Working with the Chaney and Associations (Chaney), the City's Federal 
Lobbyist, a review was made to match the Unfunded Priorities with accounts at federal 
agencies that have been traditionally earmarked by Congress as well as attempting to 
ensure that we are not competing against ourselves in many of these areas. 

In regards to the Unfunded Priorities of Open Space and Parkland, Congress has 
not traditionally earmarked hnding for such projects, and funding for the main federal 
competitive program in that area - the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) has 
been declining sharply. However, staff is recommending that we add language to the 
legislative platform that supports Federal funding for maintaining and enhancing parks 
and recreational systems which is included in the above recommendation. 

Within the Unfunded Priorities of Improving Parks and Parks Facilities, the 
proposed Federal Program does include a request for funding a portion of Phase I of the 
Robinson Park renovation plans, and any hrther requests in that area would likely pit the 
projects against one another. Also, under Managing Traffic, the proposed Federal 
Program includes a request for funding for a new ARTS Maintenance Yard. 

As staff moves forward with developing more detailed cost estimates and specific 
proposals for funding the Unhnded Priorities, every effort will be made to identify either 
Federal andfor State funding opportunities. If necessary, staff will return to City Council 
with a recommendation to amend the 2008 legislative platforms. 

Respectfilly submitted, 

Bernard K. Melekian 
City Manager 



Report 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: December 17, 2007 

THROUGH: LEGISLATIVE POLICY COMMITTEE (December 13, 2007) 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: 2008 FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the City Council approve the Federal Legislative Platform for 
2008. 

BACKGROUND 

In conjunction with the City's federal lobbyists, staff prepares a legislative platform each 
year to serve as the foundation for a focused advocacy strategy. The platform outlines 
the City's position on a broad range of current issues providing staff and lobbyists with 
direction to pursue advocacy on these issues. 

The 2008 platform includes requests for funding in five areas and outlines other areas 
of interest. The funding requests are: 

Transit Maintenance Facility 
Robinson Park Rehabilitation and Renovation 
Water System Improvement Program 
Pasadena Healthcare Link 
Route 210 Soundwalls 

In addition to the issues listed in this report, the city will need to take positions on a 
number of regional and legislative issues. Similar to the past years, staff will return to 
City Council with recommendations on new issues as they may impact Pasadena. 
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City Council 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Funds for the legislative advocate are included in the City Council operating budget. 

Respectfully submitted, / 

Approved by: 

JU E A. GUTIERREZ 
As stant City Manager Y 


























