
Urd~nance Fact  Sheet 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: April 14, 2008 

FROM: CITY ATTORNEY 

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 2 AND TITLE 17 REGARDING 
AUTHORITY OF THE DESIGN COMMISSION 

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING TITLE 2 
(ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION) AND TITLE 17 (THE ZONING CODE) 
OF THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE, TO REVISE PROCEDURES FOR DESIGN 
REVIEW OF SMALLER AND PUBLIC PROJECTS 

PURPOSE OF ORDINANCE 

This ordinance implements the direction given by Council at its regular meeting on October 8, 
2007. Since Title 17 is being amended, Planning Commission review was required before 
adoption of the ordinance. The Planning Commission reviewed the proposed amendments on 
February 13,2008. 

REASON WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED 

This legislation amends Title 2 of the Municipal Code to give the Design Commission final 
decision-making authority over the design review ~f public projects (including certain historic 
interiors of City buildings), whereas its current authority is only advisory to the Council. 
Through this legislation, the Municipal Code is clarified and updated, and the Design 
Commission is given a meaningful role in the development of City projects. The changes to 
Title 2 necessitated minor "clean-up" changes to certain tables in Title 17. 

PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS OR GROUPS AFFECTED 

The Planning and Development Department will implement the ordinance. 
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FISCAL IMPACT 

There will not be an immediate fiscal impact as a result of this ordinance. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION 

Council is requested to acknowledge, through adoption of this legislation, that the legislation is 
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15060(c)(2) because it will not result in a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect 
physical change in the environment. 

Respectfully submitted, 

I * 

/A! I 

Michele Beal ~ a ~ n e r i s  

Prepared by: 
City Attorney V 

Theresa E. Fuentes 
Assistant City Attorney 

Concurred by: 

n 

Bernard K. Melekian 
City Manager 



Introduced by: 

ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING TITLE 2 
(ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION) AND TITLE 17 (THE ZONING 
CODE) OF THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE, TO REVISE PROCEDURES 
FOR DESIGN REVIEW OF SMALLER AND PUBLIC PROJECTS 

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows: 

SECTION 1. This ordinance, due to its length and corresponding publication, will 

be published by title and summary as permitted in Section 508 of the Pasadena City 

Charter. The approved summary of this ordinance is as follows: 

"SUMMARY 

"Ordinance No. amends Title 2 of the Pasadena Municipal Code 

procedures regarding design review of public projects, to give the Design Commission 

final decision-making authority over the design review of public projects (including certain 

historic interiors of City buildings), whereas its current authority is only advisory to the 

Council, and amends certain tables in Title 17 (the Zoning Code) as necessitated by the 

Title 2 amendments. 

Ordinance No. shall take effect 30 days from its publication." 

SECTION 2. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 2, Chapter 2.80, Section 2.80.110, 

Subsection B. 1 is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 



B. The Commission shall: 

"1. Conduct design review for "public projects" as defined and set forth in the Zoning 

Code (Title 17). Jurisdiction shall include architecture, materials, scale, massing, color, 

lighting, landscaping, open space and any other design concept. After the first meeting of 

the Design Commission at which a public project is considered, and at the request of a 

public agency with concerns about the effect of design review on exceeding a budget, 

impacting a schedule, or in direct conflict with neighborhood requests about design, the 

City Manager or hislher designee may directly forward an application for design review of 

a "public project" to the City Council. The General Manager of the Rose Bowl Operating 

Company and the Chief Operating Officer of the Pasadena Center Operating Company 

shall have this same authority with regard to applications submitted by their respective 

operating companies." 

SECTION 3. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 2, Chapter 2.80, Section 2.80.110, 

Subsection B.5 is amended to read: 

"Undertake design reviews and hear such matters as are required by Title 17 of this code. 

SECTION 4. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 2, Chapter 2.80, Section 2.80.110, 

Subsection B.8 is amended to read: 

"Work closely with the planning commission, historic preservation commission, 

community development committee and other advisory bodies and city departments to 

assure changes to the built environment will be orderly and will not diminish the 

architectural, aesthetic or design quality of the city;" 



SECTION 5. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 2, Chapter 2.80, Section 2.80.1 10, 

Subsection B.9 is amended to read: 

"Comment and make recommendations upon all environmental impact reports for 

proposed amendments to the zoning ordinance or map, subdivisions, general plan 

amendments, redevelopment projects, significant public improvements, and such other 

land use proposals or projects that may affect the architectural, aesthetic or design quality 

of Pasadena. The planning director shall refer all such matters to the commission whether 

or not an environmental impact report is required;" 

SECTION 6. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 2, Chapter 2.80, Section 2.80.130 is 

deleted in its entirety. 

SECTION 7. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 17, Article 6, Chapter 17.60, 

TABLE 6-1 - REVIEW AUTHORITY, is amended as shown in Exhibit 1, attached 

hereto and incorporated herein by this reference. 

SECTION 8. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 17, Article 6, Chapter 17.6 1 ; 

TABLE 6-2 - THRESHOLDS FOR DESIGN REVIEW AND DEMOLITION 

REVIEW IN THE CENTRAL DISTRICT; and TABLE 6-3 - THRESHOLDS FOR 

DESIGN REVIEW OUTSIDE THE CENTRAL DISTRICT AND ALL OTHER 

DISTRICTS, are amended as shown in Exhibits 2, and 3, respectively, attached hereto and 

incorporated herein by this reference. 



SECTION 9. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 17, Article 6, Chapter 17.62, 

TABLE 6-5 - REVIEW AUTHORITIES - POWERS AND DUTIES, is amended as 

shown in Exhibit 4 attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference. 

SECTION 10. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 17, Article 8, Chapter 17.80, 

Glossary of Specialized Terms and Land Use Types, Section 17.80.020-Definitions, 

is amended under Definitions, "P." to add: 

"Public Project. Public project shall include development projects initiated by the City, 

including the Rose Bowl Operating Company and the Pasadena Center Operating 

Company. Public project may also include, at the sole discretion of the planning director, 

substantial alterations to significant interiors of the Central Library, City Hall, and the 

Civic Auditorium." 

SECTION 11. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this ordinance and shall 

cause this ordinance to be published by title and summary. 

SECTION 12. This ordinance shall take effect 30 days from its publication. 

Signed and approved this day of ,2008. 

Bill Bogaard 
Mayor of City of Pasadena 



I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City Council of the 
City of Pasadena at its meeting held this day of 

,2008, by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN 

Date Published: 

Jane L. Rodriguez, CMC 
City Clerk 

Approved as to form: 

Theresa E. Fuentes 
Assistant City Attorney 
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