
Agenda Report 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: September 17,2007 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: NAMING BROOKSIDE PARK'S UNIVERSALLY ACCESSIBLE 
PLAYGROUND "REESE'S RETREAT" 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the City Council name the universally accessible playground in 
Brookside Park "Reese's Retreat." 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE RECREATION AND PARKS COMMISSION 

On August 7,2007, the Recreation and Parks Commission voted unanimously to 
recommend to the Council that the universally accessible playground in Brookside Park 
be named " Reese's Retreat". 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE ACCESSIBILITY AND DISABILITY COMMISSION 

On November 7, 2006, the Accessibility and Disability Commission voted unanimously 
to recommend to the Council that the universally accessible playground in Brookside 
Park be named "Reese's Retreat". 

BACKGROUND 

A universally accessible playground will be installed in Brookside Park in accordance 
with the Central Arroyo Master Plan. Construction will begin in the spring of 2008. The 
playground will offer outstanding outdoor recreational opportunities for children with 
special needs and able-bodied children. It will be located just east of the Rose Bowl 
Aquatic Center. 

The Accessibility and Disability Commission and the Recreation and Parks Commission 
recommend the new playground be named "Reese's Retreat" according to the 
provisions in the City's Public Park and Recreational Facility Naming Policy. The policy 
allows for the use of the name of an individual who has greatly contributed to the City or 
the parks. The following text was taken from the facility naming request that was 
submitted by the Commission (for the full text of the naming request see Attachment A): 
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Over six years ago, then Accessibility & Disability Commissioner Marchelle 
(Elliot) Sellers, became a strong advocate for inclusive playgrounds in Pasadena. 
Her son, Reese, was a special needs child who wanted what all children want, 
the opportunity to play with other children. He wanted to feel the exhilarating rush 
a child feels while "soaring" through the air in a swing. He wanted to pretend the 
day was filled with pirates and super heroes while playing with children of all 
abilities. That such a simple desire could not be fulfilled drove the Accessibility & 
Disability Commission to explore how they could assist in bringing Reese's 
dreams into reality. 

Sadly, Reese did not live long enough to see his wish come to fruition. The 
Accessibility & Disability Commission felt that his example, his motivation and his 
legacy created this extraordinary gift of an inclusive childhood experience. They 
have stated that it is only tiffing that this special muse be honored by naming the 
playground Reese's Retreat. 

In accordance with the City's Public Park and Recreational Facility Naming Policy, 
nearby residents were given a chance to offer feedback on the proposed name. A letter 
was sent to all homes within 1,000 feet of Brookside Park to notify them of the proposed 
naming of this facility and to invite them to comment on the proposed action. The letter 
included the date, time, and location of the August 7th Recreation and Parks 
Commission meeting. 

Two e-mails and one letter supporting the name change were submitted and one letter 
was received in opposition to the proposed name (Attachment B). The author of the 
opposing letter felt that the proposed name did not conform to the Public Park and 
Recreational Facility Naming Policy because Reese did not greatly contribute to the City 
or the park system. No other comments have been received. 
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FISCAL IMPACT 

Sufficient funds are available in the "Brookside Park - Play Equipment Safety 
Replacement and New Playground" project (budget account 77365) to construct 
signage designating the playground "Reece's Retreat". 

Respectfully submitted, 
/ 

City Manager / 

Prepared by: 

U o d d  ~bmTes, Landscape Architect 

Reviewed by: 

Kat teen Woods, Administrator 
Parks and Natural Resources 

Approved by: - 

Martin Pastucha, Director 


















