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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Pasadena Policy on Children Youth and Families 2006 Update began with a request from 
Pasadena City Council asking the City Human Services Commission to review the then-current 
Policy and, where appropriate, recommend updates or changes. The Commission initiated a 
review of the background and history of this Policy, including meeting with residents who 
drafted the original Policy on Children, Youth and Families adopted by the City in 1989, as well 
as reviewing both the 1989 Policy report and the 1997 update, "Nurturing a Family 
Community". 

The Commission established a Policy Review Task Force which conducted an extensive review 
of literature, studies and data relevant to addressing current children, youth and family issues, as 
well as interviewed key informants to identify existing and emerging issues. The Task Force 
submitted a draft of the proposed 2006 update to the full Commission for review and comment, 
after which the document was made available for broad community review and public comment, 
including a public meeting conducted on October 25, 2006. At the Human Services Commission 
meeting of November 8, 2006, the Commission unanirnously recommended that City Council 
adopt the Policy. At the City Council meeting of March 26, 2007, the Policy was unanimously 
adopted by Council. 

This 2006 Update recognizes local efforts and progress toward making Pasadena a family- 
friendly community. It also highlights key issue areas and local unmet needs that require 
attention and action to nurture children, youth and families. Throughout this document 
references to "children, youth and families" are inclusive, addressing all children, youth and 
families without regard to race, gender, religious creed, sexual orientation, color, marital status, 
national origin, parental status, ancestry, disability, medical condition, or age. 

The document includes the two-page Pasadena Policy on Children Youth and Families 2006 
Update "Policy Statement", including "Strategies for Action" addressing 6 issue areas: 

1. Good Health 

2. Safety and Survival 

3. Economic Well-Being 

4. Social and Emotional Well-Being 

5. Education 

6. Information and Access 

The final narrative includes a one-page summary for each issue area. The summary addresses 
how the item differs from previous policies, provides current information related to the issue, and 
highlights what has happened since previous policies or, for new areas, what is needed to 
promote the issues. 



FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
THE HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION 

Pasadena has a wealth of service providers, programs, and activities supporting and enriching 
our children, youth, and families. The number of providers and programs is large for a City of 
our size and are strikingly large in comparison to neighboring communities. In many ways, 
Pasadena is a service hub for much of the San Gabriel Valley. 

This abundance of opportunities may simultaneously be both a benefit and an obstacle for 
individuals and families trying to connect with appropriate programs and services. Simply 
finding the right program when so much is available is daunting, and coordinating multiple 
services from a variety of providers can be difficult both for clients and providers. Whether 
there are redundancies or costly duplications in services should be assessed. 

There has been notable progress on many fronts since the original Policy on Children Youth and 
Families was adopted in 1989. Almost every section of this 2006 Policy Update reports positive 
action in the "What has Happened Since Previous Policies" sections. 

While many positive steps have been taken, there remain significant unmet needs. In addition to 
on-going concerns, the 2006 Policy Update identifies six areas which were not prominent in the 
initial 1989 Policy reports: hunger; obesity; the needs of emancipating youth; literacy and 
English language acquisition; and information about and access to services. 

While there are many constants in a policy addressing children, youth, and families, areas of 
concern rise and recede in importance depending on a complex set of factors, many of which are 
beyond the power or ability of a single jurisdiction to influence or control. Since the Policy 
Review Task Force began working in 2005, concerns about such issues as obesity and affordable 
housing have become the subject of daily headlines and study groups. In the time between the 
first draft of the Policy update and this final document, there have been growing local concerns 
about a possible rise in teenage pregnancies, gang activity, and youth-on-youth violence. 

In light of these observations, the Human Services Commission proposes three recommendations 
to City Council: 

1. That the City Council adopt the Pasadena Policy on Children, Youth, and Families 
2006 Update; 

2. That the Human Services Commission conduct biennial reviews of the Policy and 
when needed, recommend updates or changes to City Council for consideration; 

3. That the City create a Children, Youth, and Family Coordinator staff position with the 
responsibility for ongoing implementation of the Policy. 
































































