TO: City Council DATE: March 26, 2007
FROM: Cynthia J. Kurtz, City Manager

SUBJECT: PASADENA POLICY ON CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES -
2006 UPDATE

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the City Council approve the attached PASADENA
POLICY ON CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES — 2006 UPDATE.

RECOMMENDATION OF THE HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION:

At their meeting of November 8, 2006, the Human Services Commission
recommended that the City Council adopt the attached Pasadena Policy on
Children, Youth, and Families 2006 Update. The Commission further
recommended to City Council that:

1) the Human Services Commission conduct biennial reviews of the Policy
and when needed, recommend updates or changes to City Council for
consideration; and

2) the City create a Children, Youth, and Family Coordinator staff position
with the responsibility for ongoing implementation of the attached Policy.

BACKGROUND

In response to a request from City Council, the Human Services Commission
initiated a review of the City’s Policy on Children, Youth and Families (last
revised in 1997) to determine whether the Policy should be modified or updated
to reflect changes over the past decade. The Human Services Commission
established a Policy Review Task Force which conducted an extensive review of
literature, studies and data relevant to addressing current children, youth and
family issues. Interviews with key informants were conducted to identify existing
and emerging issues. A draft update was then submitted both for Commission
review and comment, and then made available for broad public review and
comment, including a public workshop conducted on October 25, 2006. At the
Human Services Commission meeting of November 8, 2006, the Commission
endorsed the following recommendations for City Council’s consideration:
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e That the City Council adopt the Pasadena Policy on Children, Youth,
and Families 2006 Update;,

e That the Human Services Commission conduct biennial reviews of the
Policy and when needed, recommend updates or changes to City
Council for consideration;

e That the City create a Children, Youth, and Family Coordinator staff
position with the responsibility for ongoing implementation of the
Policy.

Staff also recommends adoption of the Policy 2006 Update and supports the
Human Services Commission’s recommendation to review the document every
other year, and existing staff is available to provide support in the Commission’s
biennial review. The Commission’s recommendation for a new Coordinator
position to implement the Policy citywide will be looked at as part of the
upcoming City Manager’s budget process for Fiscal Year 2008. Following
adoption of the Policy and development of a scope of work, targeted outcomes,
timeline and appropriate location for the suggested position — while involves
working with City departments as well as the extended Pasadena community -- a
staff recommendation would be forthcoming.

The attached document includes a recommended update to the two-page City
Policy on Children, Youth and Families, with a revised statement of purpose and
“Strategies for Action” addressing six areas:

Good Health

Safety and Survival

Economic Well-Being

Social and Emotional Well-Being

Education

Information and Access to Services
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The report highlights current and emerging issues for Pasadena children, youth

and families related to the identified six priority areas, and provides examples of

efforts, activities or steps taken to address these areas since the adoption of

previous policies. Issues and strategies addressed in the Policy 2006 Update

that represent significant changes from the 1997 version of the Policy include:

* Increasing access and availability of nutritious food to address hunger and
lack of food security

= Fighting obesity and diabetes through expanded nutrition education, access
to healthy food, and physical activity

= Expanding the focus on prevention and intervention of abuse, neglect and
exploitation of children to address the broader issues of family violence that
impact the lives of children, youth and families

* Expanding the availability of safe, affordable housing, particularly for
households with children, and preventing homelessness of local children,
youth and families



= Supporting services that promote the successful transition into adulthood of
emancipating youth, including those aging out of the foster care system at
age 18 and others becoming independent adults before age 18

= Promoting a wide range of opportunities to achieve family literacy and English
language proficiency that promote family success while also decreasing
isolation

= Providing leadership in support of innovative approaches to serving local
children, youth and families

» Facilitating ready access for residents and service providers to current
information about local services and resources available to local children,
youth and families

Following adoption of the Pasadena Policy on Children, Youth, and Families
2006 Update, the document will be distributed throughout City departments and
the Pasadena community, with the goal of promoting communitywide
implementation of steps to address the identified issue areas. The Human
Services Commission proposes to review progress every other year and, as
appropriate, recommend updates for City Council consideration.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Adoption of the proposed Policy is not projected to incur additional costs at this
time. Existing staff is available to provide support in the Commission’s biennial
review of the document. Following adoption and identification of priority issues
for implementation, including development of performance goals and a timeline,
consideration of workload issues and the Commission-recommended
Coordinator position will be considered in the upcoming budget process for
FY2008. /

Respectfully submitted:

Cynthia J. Kurtz

City Manager
Prepared by: Approved by:
Valerie Babinski Manlic Patricia A. Lane, Dept. Director
Program Coordinator | Human Services and Recreation

Lisa Jeffery, Division Manager
Citywide Recreation and Human Services



Huasmaxn SErviIicESs COMMISSION
March 7, 2007

Dear Mayor Bogaard:

As Chair of the Human Services Commission, | am happy to report that the Commission
has completed the Pasadena Policy on Children Youth and Families 2006 Update. We
look forward to the opportunity to present this document to City Council at the March 19,
2007 Council meeting. Copies of the final document are being transmitted by staff to the
City Clerk for distribution with the materials for the designated Council meeting date.

As you may recall, this Commission was asked by City Council to review the current
Policy (last revised in 1997) and, where appropriate, recommend updates or changes.
The Commission established a Policy Review Task Force which conducted an extensive
review of literature, studies and data relevant to addressing current children, youth and
family issues, and interviewed key community members to identify existing and
emerging issues. A draft update was then submitted both for Commission review and
comment, and for public review and comment. At the Human Services Commission
meeting of November 8, 2006, the Commission endorsed the following
recommendations for City Council’s consideration:

e That the City Council adopt the Pasadena Policy on Children, Youth, and
Families 2006 Update;

* That the Human Services Commission conduct biennial reviews of the Policy
and when needed, recommend updates or changes to City Council for
consideration;

* That the City create a Children, Youth, and Family Coordinator staff position
with the responsibility for ongoing implementation of the Policy.

Thank you for your consideration. The Human Services Commission looks forward to
presenting our work at the March 19, 2007 City Council meeting and will be available to
answer any questions.

Sincerely,

GREGORY HARRISON
Chair — Human Services Commission

cc: City Manager
City Clerk

Adniinistrative Office - City Hall, 117 E Colorado Bled., 2nd Floor - Pasadena, C4 91705
(620) T4i-i380



PASADENA
POLICY ON CHILDREN. YOUTH AND FAMILIES
2006 UPDATE

The City of Pasadena is committed to being a community that nurtures children,
vouth and families. The City acknowledges every child as a person worthy of the
opportunity to develop to his or her fullest potential. The City of Pasadena
recognizes that the quality of life of its residents is enriched when every member of
the community has access to shelter, food, protection, health care, education,
recreation and creative opportunities.

The City of Pasadena will consider the direct or indirect impact of all its actions
upon local children, vouth and families during planning processes and as it makes
decisions.

The City of Pasadena recognizes that the goals of this Policy can be accomplished only

through cooperative action. The City will lead a community-wide movement to make
Pasadena a Family Community by working with parents, businesses, civic and youth
groups, educational institutions and service providers to achieve a shared acceptance of
the challenges and a shared commitment to the policy and its implementation.

The City of Pasadena will pursue public policies that promote Good Health, Safety and
Survival, Economic Well-Being, Social and Emotional Well-Being, Education and
Work force Readiness, and Information and Access to Services.
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4.0 Social and Emotional Well-Being:

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

Affirm cultural diversity and find common ground that reflects we are one
city with many faces, languages, lifestyles and cultures.

Recognize the potential for added academic, economic, and social
obstacles faced by children living in linguistically isolated families and
support diverse opportunities for families to acquire English Language
proficiency and literacy.

Promote strong and supportive neighborhoods to build and nurture strong
families.

Facilitate access to high quality, affordable child care for all families who
require it, either in their own neighborhood or near their workplaces.

5.0 Education:

5.1

52

5.3

Assure that the education of our children is a priority for Pasadena, with
high expectations for all students backed by high levels of support.

Promote the coordination of a comprehensive range of recreational,
creative, and educational opportunities for every child and youth during
non-school hours.

Include young people as valued citizens in the process of City
governance.




3.0 Economic Well-Being:

3.1 Promote business practices that lead to training and job opportunities, in
both professional and vocational fields, for hard-to-employ and
underemplovyed populations including vouth and young adults.

3.2 Provide easy access to affordable transportation that links residents to
schools, jobs, services and social, cultural, and recreational opportunities.




1.0 Good Health:

1.1 Promote and sustain the operation of the Public Health Department and
the accessibility of other primary, preventive, urgent and emergency care
services.

1.2 Curtail the availability of alcohol and tobacco to minors, reduce the
availability of other drugs on the streets, and provide positive alternative
activities.

1.3 Alleviate hunger and food insecurity in our community by increasing the
availability and accessibility of nutritious food.

1.4 Commit community resources to fight obesity and diabetes through
nutrition education, increased access to nutritious food and physical

activity.

2.0 Safety and Survival:

2.1 Assure the availability of safe and secure environments in which to live,
learn, work, and play.

2.2 Commit local resources that will eliminate harm to children by working to
prevent child abuse, neglect, exploitation, youth and family violence.




2.3 Increase the supply of adequate and affordable housing, particularly for
families with children, and recognize that safe, clean and sanitary housing
is critical to the quality of life and the vitality of Pasadena.

2.4 Support the goals and objectives outlined in the City of Pasadena’s /0-
Year Plan to End Homelessness (2005) while continuing to serve and care
for individuals and families who are homeless or at risk of becoming
homeless.

2.5 Assure access to supportive services for youth emancipating from foster

care and institutional living.




6.0 Information and Access to Services:

6.1 Provide leadership in innovative thinking and approaches to serving
children, youth and families.

6.2 Maintain current information about local services and facilitate access to
make this vital information readily available to residents and service

providers.
6.3 Provide leadership to promote the application of information technology
by leveraging resources in the community to enhance services.




