
RESOLUTION NO. 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASADENA 
CERTIFYING THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE 
"AMBASSADOR WEST" PROJECT, AND ADOPTING ENVIRONMENTAL 
FINDINGS, A STATEMENT OF OVERRIDING CONSIDERATIONS, AND A 
MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, the Ambassador West project (the "Project") proposes to develop a 

senior lifelcare component of approximately 248 units and a residential component of 

approximately 70 new condominiums; renovate existing apartments to provide 46 units, and 

retain a former mansion for residential uses, including providing about 25 affordable units on 

site; rehabilitate two other structures to provide 25,734 square feet of institutional support uses 

and 7,834 square feet of professional office space; and preserve significant historic landscape 

elements. The Project requires a Conditional Use Permit, a Tree Removal Permit, Adjustment 

Permits, and other subsequent discretionary approvals, from the City and other regional and state 

agencies; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Pasadena is the lead agency for the Project pursuant to 

the California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA," Cal. Pub. Res. Code 521000 et seq.), the 

State CEQA Guidelines (the "Guidelines," 14 Cal. Code Regs. 5 15000 et seq.), and the City's 

local environmental policy guidelines; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 15063 of the Guidelines, the City prepared an 

Initial Environmental Study (the "Initial Study") for the Project. The Initial Study concluded 

that there was substantial evidence that the Project might have a significant environmental 

impact on several specifically identified resources and governmental services, including: (1) 

Aesthetics; (2) Air Quality; (3) Biological Resources; (4) Historical Resources; (5) Hazards and 
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Hazardous Materials; (6) Hydrology and Water Quality; (7) Land Use; (8) Noise; (9) Public 

Services; (10) Traffic and Transportation; and (1 1) Utilities (Sewers); and 

WHEREAS, the Initial Study concluded that the Project would not have a 

significant impact on the following resources, and therefore they are not addressed in the EIR: 

agricultural resources, mineral resources, recreation, population and housing, and geology/soils; 

and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Guidelines Sections 15064 and 1508 1, and based upon 

the information contained in the Initial Study, the City ordered the preparation of an 

environmental impact report for the Project ("EIR"). On October 26,2005, the City prepared 

and sent a Notice of Preparation of the Draft EIR and a copy of the Initial Study to responsible, 

trustee, and other interested agencies and persons in accordance with Guidelines Sections 

15082(a) and 15375; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Guidelines Section 15082, the City solicited comments 

from potential responsible and trustee agencies for a 40-day period, from October 26,2005 

through November 25,2005, requesting details about the scope and content of the environmental 

information related to the responsible agency's area of statutory responsibility that should be 

studied in the EIR, as well as the significant environmental issues, reasonable alternatives and 

mitigation measures that the responsible agency would have analyzed in the Draft EIR, and the 

City received nine comment letters in response to the NOP. In addition, an EIR scoping meeting 

was held by the City of Pasadena on November 9,2005; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Public Resources Code section 2 1092, the City provided 

a public Notice of Completion and Availability ("NOA") of the Draft EIR on August 30, 2006, 

through mailing to all residents and property owners within 1,000 feet of the Project. The NOA 



also gave notice of the Planning Commission meeting on October 1 1,2006. Copies of the Draft 

EIR were also placed at the City's Planning and Development Department at 175 North Garfield 

Avenue, as well as at the Pasadena Central Library, Allendale Branch Library, San Rafael 

Branch Library, La Pintoresca Branch Library, and on the City's website; and 

WHEREAS, the Draft EIR was circulated, together with technical appendices, to 

the public and other interested persons for a 60-day public comment period, from August 30, 

2006 through October 30, 2006. During the comment period, the City held five duly noticed 

public meetings at which the public was given the opportunity to provide comments on the Draft 

EIR, as follows: Transportation Advisory Commission on September 7 and October 6,2006; 

Historic Preservation Commission on September 18, 2006; Design Commission on September 

25,2006; and Planning Commission on October 1 1,2006; and 

WHEREAS, during the public comment period the City received written and oral 

comments on the Draft EIR, and consulted with all responsible and trustee agencies, other 

regulatory agencies and others pursuant to Guidelines Section 15086. The City prepared written 

responses to all written comments received on the Draft EIR and made revisions to the Draft 

EIR, as appropriate, in response to those comments. The City distributed written responses to 

comments on the Draft EIR on January 4,2007, in accordance with the provisions of Public 

Resources Code Section 2 1092.5 and Guidelines Section 15088. The written responses to 

comments were also made available for a 53 day period of public review before the 

commcnccmcnt of thc public meeting regarding thc certification of the Draft EIR. After 

reviewing the responses to comments and the revisions to the Draft EIR, the City concludes that 

the information and issues raised by the comments and the responses thereto did not constitute 

new information requiring recirculation of the Draft EIR; and 



WHEREAS, the Final Environmental Impact Report (the "Final E I R  or "EIR") 

is comprised of: the Draft EIR, dated August, 2006 and numbered State Clearinghouse No. 

2005 10 1 125; the Comments and Responses to Comments on the Draft EIR set forth in Chapter 8 

of the Final EIR dated December, 2006; a separate volume comprised of Technical Appendices; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing on the 

Final EIR and the Project on January 10,2007, and at that meeting recommended to the City 

Council that the EIR should be certified, and the Project approved, subject to conditions of 

approval; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council held a duly noticed public hearing on the Final EIR 

and the Project on February 26,2007; and 

WHEREAS, the findings made in this resolution are based upon the information 

and evidence set forth in the Final EIR and upon other substantial evidence that has been 

presented at all public meetings regarding the Project and in the record of the proceedings. The 

documents, staff reports, technical studies, appendices, plans, specifications, and other materials 

that constitute the record of proceedings on which this resolution is based are on file and 

available for public examination during normal business hours in the Planning Department and 

with the Director of Planning, who serves as the custodian of these records; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that agencies and interested members of the 

public have been afforded ample notice and opportunity to comment on the Final EIR and that 

the comment process has fulfilled all requirements of State and local law; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has independently reviewed and considered the 

contents of the Final EIR prior to deciding whether to approve the Project; and 



WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the comments regarding the Draft EIR 

and the responses to those comments have been received by the City; that the City Council 

received public testimony regarding the adequacy of the Final EIR; and that the City Council, as 

the decision-making body for the lead agency, has reviewed and considered all such documents 

and testimony prior to acting on the Project; and 

WHEREAS, all other legal prerequisites to the adoption of this Resolution have 

occurred. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

PASADENA RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 

I. RESOLUTION REGARDING CERTIFICATION OF THE EIR 

Pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15090, the City Council certifies that: (1) the 

City Council has reviewed and considered the Final EIR in evaluating the proposed Project, (2) 

the Final EIR is an accurate and objective statement that fully complies with CEQA, the State 

CEQA Guidelines, the City's local environmental guidelines, and (3) the Final EIR reflects the 

independent judgment of the City Council. The City Council certifies the Final EIR based on the 

findings and conclusions herein and as set forth below. 

The City Council finds that the additional information provided in the staff report, in the 

responses to comments received after circulation of the Draft EIR, and in the evidence presented 

in written and oral testimony presented at public meetings, does not constitute new information 

requiring recirculation of the Final EIR undcr CEQA. None of the information presented to the 

City Council after circulation of the Draft EIR has deprived the public of a meaningful 

opportunity to comment upon a substantial environmental impact of the Project or a feasible 

mitigation measure or alternative that the City has declined to implement 






























































