
To: CITY COUNCIL Date: December 10,2007 

From : CITY MANAGER i 
Subject: AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH 

PARSONS TRANSPORTATION GROUP, INC. TO CONDUCT 
NOISE STUDY IN THE BROADWAY AND GLENARM POWER 
PLANTS 

RECOMMENDATION: 

I 

It is recommended that the City Council authorize the City Manager to enter into ! 

a contract with Parsons Transportation Group, Inc. to conduct a noise study in 
the Broadway and Glenarm Power Plants for an amount not-to-exceed 
$200,000. The proposed contract is exempt from competitive bidding pursuant I 
to City Charter Section 1002 (f), contracts for professional or unique services. i 

I 

1 

BACKGROUND: 
I 

On July 23, 2007, the City Council deferred consideration of the Draft 2007 1 

Integrated Resource Plan ("IRP") until certain underlying policies and principles 
are reviewed and adopted by the Council as necessary or appropriate. One of 
the IRP recommendations was the replacement of the city's aging electric 1 
generating units B-3, GT-1, and GT-2 with new, energy-efficient and reliable 
generating units ("Repowering Project"). 

On November 13, 2007 staff discussed the need to proceed with preliminary 
environmental and feasibility studies for local generation resource projects, 
including the noise study recommended herein with the Environmental Advisory 
Commission. They supported completion of the studies. Regardless of the City's 
future decision regarding the scale of the Repowering Project, the City will need 
to identify potential noise impacts to the surrounding neighborhood as a result of 
future plant improvements. 

The noise study consists of three tasks. 
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Task One - This task, which is the major portion, includes measurement of 
existing plant noise and surrounding traffic noise as well as the gathering of 
meteorological data. This information will be used to develop a model reflecting 
existing noise levels, which will form a baseline against which to measure the 
noise impacts of various project scenarios. 

Task Two -This task includes evaluation of potential noise impacts resulting 
from a repowering project. 

Task Three - This task consists of developing mitigation measures in the event 
the predicted noise level of proposed units would exceed the baseline noise level 
established by city ordinance for the surrounding neighborhood. 

The staff plans to authorize only Task One prior to the city Council approval of 
IRP including repowering plan. However, it is in the City's best interest to have 
one consultant perform all three tasks. 

A Request for Proposal (RFP) was issued on February 26,2007 seeking the 
services of a contractor that would be responsible for conducting the noise study. 
The RFP was distributed to four prospective bidders. Three firms that received 
the RFPs provided responses. The proposals received were independently 
evaluated by City staff based on the criteria stated in the RFP and the outcome 
of the evaluation is as follows: 

BIDDERS EVALUATED SCORE 

Parsons Transportation Group 
VSA n Associates 
Black & Veatch 

(A summary table of the evaluation is attached to this report) 

Parsons Transportation Group, Inc. met the requirements of the RFP, received 
the highest evaluated score, and is therefore recommended for award of the 
proposed contract. 

The requested budget amount of not-to-exceed $200,000 is based on 1,500 staff 
hours estimated for the three tasks. 
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FISCAL IMPACT: 

Sufficient funding is available in the adopted FY 2008 Capital Improvement 
Program, Budget No. 3194 for Local Generation Repowering Project - Phase II. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

City Manager / 

Prepared by: 

Wes Stengel 
Associate Engineer 
Power Supply Business Unit 

Approved by: 

phylli$ E. Currie 
General Manager 
Pasadena Water and Power 














