
TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: August 6,2007 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH UNDERGROUND 
UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 07-1 WILSON AVENUE, CALIFORNIA 
BOULEVARD TO ARDEN ROAD 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that, after a Public Hearing the City Council: 

1. Adopt a Resolution establishing Underground Utility District No. 07-1, Wilson Avenue 
from California Boulevard to Arden Road. 

2. Acknowledge project to be categorically exempt under the California Environmental 
Quality Act in accordance with Article 19, Section 15302(a) of the CEQA Guidelines 
(conversion of overhead electric utility systems to underground) and authorize the City 
Manager to execute and the City Clerk to file a Notice of Exemption for the project with 
the Los Angeles County Clerk. 

BACKGROUND 

The City has a continuing program to underground overhead electric systems, specifically 
power and other communication lines. The undergrounding of overhead electric systems 
improves system reliability, and enhances the aesthetic quality of an area by the removal 
of unsightly utility poles and overhead wires. Although the affected utilities are currently 
preparing draft plans for the undergrounding system, an established underground utility 
district is necessary to require the affected property owners to underground their private 
property facilities. 

This project would underground the overhead electric system on Wilson Avenue with the 
proposed boundary of California Boulevard to Arden Road. A finding of compliance with 
the General Plan was previously made and is shown in the adopted Fiscal Year 2008 - 
2012 Capital Improvement Program. 

All affected property owners have been notified of the public hearing on the establishment 
of the district. An informational meeting was held on July 18, 2007 to discuss the timeline 
of the proposed district and responsibilities of the affected property owners. 
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Under the guidelines for implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA), this project is categorically exempt since it involves the conversion of an 
overhead electric utility system to an underground system. Therefore, it is recommended 
that a Notice of Exemption be filed with the Los Angeles County Clerk. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The affected utilities within the boundaries of this proposed district includes Pasadena 
Water and Power, AT&T, and Charter Communications. As it relates to the underground 
design and construction, Pasadena Water and Power will utilize an existing underground 
conduit system. Therefore, this project does not require the City to enter into a joint trench 
agreement with the remaining affected utilities. 

AT&T and Charter Communications have identified affected customers within the district 
boundary. In accordance with their "Customer Privacy" policies, both utilities will assume 
all administrative and financial responsibilities. 

This project also provides for the installation of a new street lighting system on the 
eastside of Wilson Avenue from California Boulevard to Arden Road. The Polytechnic 
School Master Plan will provide for the installation of street lighting and sidewalk 
improvements on the Westside of Wilson Avenue. 

STATISTICS 

Total number of properties within proposed utility district: 
Properties with overhead services required to convert: (PWP) 
Properties with overhead services required to convert: (AT&T) 
Properties with overhead services required to convert: (Charter) 
Total number of poles to be removed: 

PROJECTEDSCHEDULE 

lnstallation of electrical conduits and cables (PWP) 
lnstallation of telephone conduits and cables (AT&T) 
lnstallation of television conduits and cables (Charter) 
lnstallation of private property conduit and connection 
lnstallation of street lighting system 
Removal of overhead wires and poles 

ESTIMATED COST 

Electric Underground System 
Removal of Overhead Wires and Poles 
Street Lighting System 

TOTAL ESTIMATED COST 

NIA 
August 2007 
August 2007 

September 2007 
March 2008 

April 2008 
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FISCAL IMPACT 

An appropriation of $1.2 million to fund Underground Utility District 07-1 was included as 
part of the City's adopted Fiscal Year 2008-2012 Capital Improvement Program, Street 
Lighting and Electric System Undergrounding, Wilson Avenue, California Boulevard to 
Arden Road under Budget Account Number 74800. 
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