
Ordinance Fact Sheet 

TO: CITY COUNCIL Date: April 23, 2007 

FROM: CITY ATTORNEY 

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING TITLE 8 OF 
THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE BY ADDING CHAPTER 8.19 
RELATING TO ALCOHOL OR DRUG RECOVERY GROUP HOMES WHICH 
ARE NOT LICENSED BY THE STATE AND AMENDING TITLE 17 
SECTION 17.80.020B OF THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE 
AMENDING THE DEFINITION OF A BOARDING HOUSE 

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING TITLE 8 OF THE 
PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE TO BY ADDING CHAPTER 8.19 RELATING TO 
ALCOHOL OR DRUG RECOVERY GROUP HOMES WHICH ARE NOT LICENSED BY 
THE STATE AND AMENDING TITLE 17 SECTION 17.80.020B OF THE PASADENA 
MUNICIPAL CODE AMENDING THE DEFINITION OF A BOARDING HOUSE 

PURPOSE OF ORDINANCE: 

The proposed ordinance amends the definition of "boarding houses" and will establish a permit 
requirement for the operators of alcohol or drug recovery group homes which are not licensed by 
the state as well as standards for their operation. 

BACKGROUND 

The City has received numerous complaints regarding group homes in residential zones. On 
March 26, 2007 the City Council approved amendments to the municipal code to allow the City 
to better regulate such group homes. 
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Although the City's current code does prohibit "boarding houses" in residential zones, the 
current code defines such homes to be ones that rent up to 5 rooms. By redefining their 
characteristics the City will be able to encompass and regulate all group home type facilities, 
boarding houses, and the like which rent out individual rooms without consideration as to who 
the renters are. The revised definition would provide that the rental of three or more rooms 
would constitute a boarding house. Although initially it was proposed that the rental of 3 to 5 
rooms would constitute a boarding house, after further research it was determined that such a 
definition was too limiting. The broader definition is therefore recommended and provided for in 
the proposed ordinance. 

Although licensed alcohol and drug recovery group homes would fall into the definition of a 
boarding house, the ordinance amendment does not seek to regulate such licensed facilities (as 
they would be exempt from local regulation) but only those which are not licensed. Accordingly 
the proposed ordinance amendments would not be in conflict with State law. 

h certain circumstances, however, unlicensed group homes which provide housing to those 
recovering from drug or alcohol addiction (such individuals are deemed disabled under Federal 
and State law and may be entitled to a reasonable accommodation) may be allowed in residential 
zones even though a boarding house would normally be prohibited in such residential zones. By 
implementing an operator permit requirement and by setting standards of operation the City 
would be able to better regulate such facilities and ensure that the residential character of these 
residential zones be maintained. 

Such standards would include a 500 foot separation requirement from any other group home 
facility within the City whether or not such facility is licensed by the State, as well as provisions 
for the prohibition of nuisance activities. 

The Council's request to have notice provided to surrounding neighbors would be accomplished 
through the administrative process. Additionally, staff is continuing to research the most 
appropriate distance requirements that would apply to all boarding houses in all types of 
residential zoning districts. 

REASON WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED: 

An ordinance is needed to amend the provisions of Title 17 and Title 8 of the Pasadena 
Municipal Code. 

PROGRAM, DEPARTMENTS. OR GROUPS AFFECTED: 

The Planning Division and Neighborhood Services Division and the Police Department will be 
affected by the proposed ordinance. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL 

The proposed ordinance amendment would have no significant environmental impact and 
therefore CEQA does not apply. (CEQA Guidelines 15 162.) 

FISCAL IMPACT 

The proposed ordinance would have a fiscal impact in relation to staff time for the Police and 
Planning Department. 

Respectfully submitted, 

F ank L. Rhemrev s 
qss i s t an t  City Attorney 










